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Bill Cosby helped Berklee College of Music mark its 60th anniversary with a performance at the Wang Center on Jan. 28, 2006.
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By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE CORRESPONDENT  NOVEMBER  26,  2014

Berklee College of Music and at least one other college have distanced themselves from Bill Cosby amid

accusations that he sexually assaulted more than a dozen women, even as the University of Massachusetts

Amherst and other schools are maintaining their ties to the longtime entertainer.

For decades, Cosby has been a vocal advocate for education and has donated millions to numerous colleges. But

news coverage over the growing list of accusers presents a quandary for the schools, as many struggle to better

address sexual violence amid an outcry from students and others that some colleges have played down rape

concerns and mishandled investigations.

Berklee — one of more than 85 colleges nationally facing a federal

investigation for their handling of assault cases — has removed

Cosby’s name from an online scholarship it awards, campus

spokesman Allen Bush said Tuesday.

“Berklee no longer awards an online scholarship in Mr. Cosby’s

name. The college has no further comment at this time,” Bush

said.

Inside Higher Ed reported that the college made the change last

week.

Cosby spoke at Berklee and received an honorary degree at the 2004 commencement. He has a passion for jazz,

plays the drums, and has written several songs.

High Point University, in North Carolina, has temporarily

removed Cosby from its advisory board “until all information on

this matter is available,” said campus spokeswoman Pamela

Haynes.

Other schools, meanwhile, have not altered their relationship

with Cosby.

A spokesman for UMass Amherst said Tuesday that Cosby, who

received a master’s and a doctorate in education from the

university, remains an honorary co-chairman of the school’s

ongoing $300 million fund-raising campaign. He and his wife,

Camille, have donated several hundred thousand dollars to the

http://www.bostonglobe.com/contributors/rocheleaum
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Bill Cosby was commencement speaker at Berklee
May 9, 2004.

school, and the famous actor and comedian is frequently cited

as one of the university’s most notable alumni.

“I am not aware of any discussions regarding a change in Mr.

Cosby’s status as honorary co-chair of the university’s capital

campaign or his other affiliations with the university at this

time,” said Ed Blaguszew-ski, a spokesman for UMass Amherst,

which is also on the list of schools facing a federal investigation

related to its handling of sexual assaults.

Cosby also remains a member of the board of trustees at his undergraduate alma mater, Temple University,

according to school spokesman Brandon Lausch. The entertainer has been a trustee since 1982 at the school in

his hometown of Philadelphia.

In 2006, Cosby settled a lawsuit filed by a former Temple employee who alleged he drugged and fondled her at

his suburban Philadelphia mansion. Cosby was represented by Patrick O’Connor, currently chairman of Temple’s

board of trustees.

In recent weeks, several women have come forward to say that Cosby drugged and sexually assaulted them years

ago. Cosby has never been charged in connection with any of the allegations.

Spelman College, a historically black women’s college in Atlanta that received a $20 million donation from Cosby

in 1988, has not had any discussions about returning the gift or otherwise changing it, spokeswoman Joyce Davis

said.

At the time, Cosby’s donation was the largest ever from a black donor to a historically black college. The gift

funded a professorship in the entertainer’s name and construction of an academic center named after his wife.

Cheri D. Smith, director of operations for SurvJustice, an organization that assists victims of campus sexual
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assault and works primarily with college students, said higher education institutions should be distancing

themselves from Cosby.

“I think that it’s just bad business for colleges” to remain affiliated with the entertainer, she said in a telephone

interview.

Smith said she believes that if he had been accused of a different type of crime, schools would be more apt to end

their relationship with him.

“For whatever reason, sexual assault is still a crime that isn’t taken as seriously as other types of crime,” she said.

Cosby has also given generously to the Thurgood Marshall College Fund’s 47 member schools, which include

historically black colleges and universities, medical schools, and law schools, according to the nonprofit’s chief

executive, Johnny C. Taylor Jr.

Taylor said his organization, which supports and represents nearly 300,000 students at its member schools, is

closely monitoring the controversy involving Cosby but has not taken any action yet.

“Every day we are vigilant about looking for information — substantial, reliable evidence — that the acts that are

complained of actually occurred,” he said. But, “We’ve not been able to — at least at this point — have any

independent confirmation of the rumors.”

He said that if his organization becomes convinced that Cosby committed any such acts, member schools would

probably stop accepting donations from him and may even put any unspent Cosby contributions toward sexual-

assault prevention initiatives.

Ann Kaplan, an expert in higher education philanthropy, said many colleges have established policies for what

types of donations to accept and decline, based on the schools’ values.

“Each institution is going to have to make those decisions to determine what would be proper for them,” said

Kaplan, who oversees the Council for Aid to Education’s annual survey of fund-raising by colleges and

universities.

She said some colleges may hold onto donations or continue to accept them since Cosby “hasn’t been tried and

convicted of anything.”

“Is there any such thing as a person who has a completely clean record anywhere? And if that’s your standard,

it’s difficult to adhere to,” she added.

In light of the allegations against Cosby, NBC announced it has canceled plans for a new project with Cosby, TV

Land stopped airing reruns of “The Cosby Show,” and Netflix postponed releasing a Cosby comedy special that

was due to come out this month.

http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2014/11/19/nbc-scraps-bill-cosby-project-wake-mounting-sexual-assault-allegations-network-confirms/qMo6lEXEdcB8IFHVzWcRQI/story.html
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Cosby’s attorney, Martin Singer, has said the sexual assault accusations against his client are “unsubstantiated”

and has called for a stop to media coverage, which he has described as “vilification” of Cosby.

THE BOSTON GLOBE - THE BOSTON GL

THE COS AND EFFECT: Thirty years after Bill Cosby got his doctorate from UMass, John Ridley studies the funnyman's 267-page
dissertation on race and education to learn what's making America's Black Dad so angry. Cover photograph by Dick
Carpenter/File 1977 Library Tag 04082007 Magazine

Material from the Associated Press was used in this report. Matt Rocheleau can be reached at

matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.

More from today's paper 
Boards voted without quorums

Shop online? Wait till Saturday? Black Friday deals still irresistible

Two state casino studies get early start

Ray Rice's NFL suspension is overturned

Quincy says goodbye to hospital 'up the hill'

mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby&summary=Berklee+College+of+Music+distanced+itself+from+Bill+Cosby+amid+accusations+against+him%2C+but+UMass+Amherst+is+maintaining+its+ties.++
http://www.bostonglobe.com/todayspaper
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/11/29/health-licensing-boards-voted-repeatedly-without-quorums/nB9ogqpPP9wna8sAyg3XCN/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2014/11/28/shoppers-line-seeking-best-deals/zNwu7CQz9wEf1WWtocd5VL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/11/29/state-study-impact-new-casinos/ZImlmIZvv1S1Qa7BPFQseO/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2014/11/28/ray-rice-wins-appeal-nfl-suspension/Zm5bqFRYabDsfMMYgaHDbK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/massachusetts/2014/11/29/closing-quincy-medical-center/bNO2z9Lb3lguoJYZUTOfpO/story.html


Colleges face quandary over ties to Cosby - Metro - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/11/25/colleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby/fPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO/story.html[11/29/2014 4:53:14 PM]

    

MY ACCOUNT

LOGOUT

   MY SAVED LIST

MANAGE HOME DELIVERY

MANAGE ON IPHONE

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

SUBSCRIBE BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS EPAPER EDITION NEWS IN EDUCATION

Learn more

 SHOW 36 COMMENTS

Colleges face

A picture perfect gift. The Globe Collection -
curated vintage photos taken by renowned

Globe photographers. Shop now.

Metro

MANAGE ACCOUNT LOG OUT

NEWS METRO

ARTS BUSINESS

SPORTS OPINION

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

E-MAIL FACEBOOK TWITTER GOOGLE+ LINKEDIN

Most Commented Most Shared

UMass Amherst cuts ties with Bill Cosby

Ferguson must force us to face anti-blackness

Surgical error at Tufts Medical Center prompts widespread …

Aerosmith’s Joey Kramer to open first Rockin’ & Roastin’ cafe

Patriots-Packers matchup has it all

Marco Rubio is GOP’s lone With Rubio, GOP hope on immi…

Area towns among nation’s priciest home markets, new rep…

How to talk (really talk) to your kids

Brookline removes textbook over passage about slavery

BU moves to quash summons to compel Brown to appear b…

javascript:void(0);
http://www.bostonglobe.com/logout
http://www.bostonglobe.com/mysaved
http://www.bostonglobe.com/mysaved
https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/mc-login.jsp?redirect=manage
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
https://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/2/1?eglobe_rc=WW111927&globe_rc=WW111945
http://www.bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.theglobecollection.com/
http://www.theglobecollection.com/
http://www.theglobecollection.com/
http://www.theglobecollection.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/mc-manage.jsp?p1=BGHeader_ManageAccount
http://www.bostonglobe.com/logout/?p1=BGHeader_Logout
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby&summary=Berklee+College+of+Music+distanced+itself+from+Bill+Cosby+amid+accusations+against+him%2C+but+UMass+Amherst+is+maintaining+its+ties.++
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F25%2Fcolleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby%2FfPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Colleges+face+quandary+over+ties+to+Cosby&summary=Berklee+College+of+Music+distanced+itself+from+Bill+Cosby+amid+accusations+against+him%2C+but+UMass+Amherst+is+maintaining+its+ties.++
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/11/26/coakley-urges-umass-amherst-cut-ties-bill-cosby/BuR0zHe2yBW65hHIWTUmJO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2014/11/28/ferguson-must-force-face-anti-blackness/pKVMpGxwUYpMDyHRWPln2M/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2014/11/28/ferguson-must-force-face-anti-blackness/pKVMpGxwUYpMDyHRWPln2M/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/health-wellness/2014/08/30/surgical-error-tufts-medical-center-prompts-widespread-changes-operating-rooms/8JFgKrx6FIvLLT6Uja2bkJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/health-wellness/2014/08/30/surgical-error-tufts-medical-center-prompts-widespread-changes-operating-rooms/8JFgKrx6FIvLLT6Uja2bkJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2014/11/29/aerosmith-joey-kramer-open-first-rockin-roastin-cafe/DbriFX0AkianufuUx6RAQO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2014/11/29/aerosmith-joey-kramer-open-first-rockin-roastin-cafe/DbriFX0AkianufuUx6RAQO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2014/11/30/patriots-packers-matchup-has-all/9A1zsZewNCY6eA7Jvq2ROJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2014/11/30/patriots-packers-matchup-has-all/9A1zsZewNCY6eA7Jvq2ROJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2014/11/27/marco-rubio-gop-lone-with-rubio-gop-hope-immigration/h8cwU8NUh7SHUXb3HcRWQL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2014/11/27/marco-rubio-gop-lone-with-rubio-gop-hope-immigration/h8cwU8NUh7SHUXb3HcRWQL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/south/2014/11/30/area-towns-among-nation-priciest-home-markets-new-report-says/bt8n62UwGYX7uSjKQuGEQK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/south/2014/11/30/area-towns-among-nation-priciest-home-markets-new-report-says/bt8n62UwGYX7uSjKQuGEQK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2013/03/01/how-talk-really-talk-your-kids/qc2bec90uCMZyIjaH7Kc9J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2013/03/01/how-talk-really-talk-your-kids/qc2bec90uCMZyIjaH7Kc9J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/west/2014/11/30/brookline-removes-textbook-over-passage-about-slavery/v5P8GhGngECGuiHqjZphYM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/west/2014/11/30/brookline-removes-textbook-over-passage-about-slavery/v5P8GhGngECGuiHqjZphYM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/11/28/moves-quash-summons-compel-brown-appear-before-city-council/3dLMJcmm2pmToRom3uGVSK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/11/28/moves-quash-summons-compel-brown-appear-before-city-council/3dLMJcmm2pmToRom3uGVSK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed


Colleges face quandary over ties to Cosby - Metro - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/11/25/colleges-face-quandary-over-ties-cosby/fPgLJP23oXxjQ3uToihuvO/story.html[11/29/2014 4:53:14 PM]

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

YOUR AD CHOICES

DIGITAL JOBS AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

VIEW ALL JOBS AT BGM

© 2014 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.boston.com/digitaljobs/
https://services.bostonglobe.com/aboutus/career/default.aspx?id=7098

	bostonglobe.com
	Colleges face quandary over ties to Cosby - Metro - The Boston Globe


	pRM3VUb2lodXZPL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwA: 
	form1: 
	search: 
	input3: 


	h0bWw/QWNyb2JhdFdlYkNhcFRJRDQA: 
	form1: 
	search: 
	input3: 




