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Easthampton girls stay alive with win over 
Hopkins
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, February 13, 2009


EASTHAMPTON  A strong defensive effort helped the 
Easthampton girls basketball team keep its postseason hopes 
alive with a 4128 win Thursday night at home over Hopkins Academy, which was eliminated from 
playoff contention.


This is just the second time the Golden Hawks (811, 711 Franklin South) have not advanced to the 
tournament since coach Glenn Cooke took over the program in the 198990 season. 


Point guard Alicia Carter led the Eagles (99, 98 Franklin South) with 14 points and a careerhigh 
seven rebounds.


"I was able to stay under control and keep my cool under their pressure," Carter said after the win. 
"When they play tight I sometimes get out of control."


Easthampton coach Amanda Kemp also noted Carter's composure on the court.


"She did a great job distributing the ball tonight," Kemp said.


Neither team was able to get in a rhythm shooting the ball at the start. The Eagles scored just five 
points and Hopkins was held scoreless in the first quarter.


"I thought we played excellent defense, but we struggled offensively in the first," said Kemp.


Easthampton guard Alyssa Reardon scored a careerhigh 11 points as the Eagles took advantage of 
frequent doubleteams on their center Allyson Rannikko. 


"The weak side was always open," said Reardon. "I'm not used to scoring, but I was able to build up 
my confidence."


"There have been a lot of doubleteams on Ally," said Kemp. " We did very well reversing the ball and 
taking focus off the doubleteams." 


Despite Hopkins' defensive pressure on Rannikko, the center managed to get a doubledouble 
finishing with 10 points and 11 boards.


Her younger sister Jen Rannikko did not start after getting an elbow to the face against Frontier on 
Monday. She had not practiced since the injury, but she played Thursday and scored two points.


Jen Rannikko "had a really strong performance defensively tonight," Kemp said. 


Golden Hawks junior Lisa Berg also had a careerhigh night, leading her team with 12 points. 


"We all really worked good together," said Berg. "We played hard as a team, but we're upset 
obviously because we aren't in the tournament."


In the teams' earlier meeting this season, Hopkins won 5046 in Hadley on Jan. 13.  


However, the Golden Hawks struggled to find the basket Thursday night trailing by as many as 20 
points in the final three minutes of the game.


"We needed to get off to a good start, which we didn't," said Cooke. "We did a great job on defense ...
offensively never were in rhythm and never really got anything going."


Easthampton now must win one of its final two games to make the playoffs. They play at Monson (14
3) at 7 tonight and host Athol (134) at 7 p.m. Monday. This is the only time the Eagles play the 
Mustangs this season, and they lost 6049 at the Red Raiders on Jan. 16.  


"It would be nice to come away with a win (tonight). We want to keep up the same defensive intensity,"
Kemp said. They key, she added, is "defense, defense, defense."
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An ending for Eagles and coach
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Tuesday, February 17, 2009


EASTHAMPTON  Two key 3pointers by Athol guard Kelsey Cass in the last 1½ minutes Monday 
night ended the season for the Easthampton girls basketball team in the final game it played for 
coach Amanda Kemp.


The Eagles had a twopoint lead at the start of the fourth quarter, but the 3pointers by Cass on two 
consecutive possessions from the same spot completed the Red Raiders' rally as they won 6056. 
The loss denied Easthampton (911, 99 Franklin South) a spot in the playoffs.


"Unfortunately they started dropping the 3s in the final minutes and were able to pull it out in the end,"
said Eagles coach Amanda Kemp.


After 10 seasons coaching Easthampton basketball, seven with the varsity team, Kemp told her 
players she will not be back to coach next season.


"I told them I was very proud to have coached them and thanked them for a great season." Kemp 
said.


The game was tied at 44 with four minutes remaining, but the Red Raiders (154, 134 Franklin North)
pulled ahead on the long balls by Cass with 1:20 to go and then with 46 seconds left.


"Her two threes were the whole game for us," said Athol coach Chris Sullivan. "She misses them and 
we probably lose."


The Red Raiders also made clutch free throws down the stretch to maintain the advantage. Cass, 
who finished with 12 points, hit two free throws with six seconds left to give Athol a fourpoint lead and 
seal the victory.


Easthampton point guard Alicia Carter scored a career and teamhigh 19 points, including a 3
pointer with 10 seconds remaining to cut the Red Raiders' lead to 5856. 


"We did pretty good," said Carter of her team's season. "But it was tough because a lot of teams 
stepped up their game against us."


Eagles center Allyson Rannikko also hit a 3pointer in the final minute. 


"It felt good because I normally don't take 3s," said Rannikko, who finished with 17 points. "But I didn't 
hesitate when coach told me to take it."


Red Raiders guard Catie Brighenti surpassed 1,000 career points on a 3pointer midway through the 
second quarter and finished with a gamehigh 20 points. 


"It feels really good," said Brighenti on reaching the milestone in Athol's second to last regularseason
game. "I owe it all to my coach, teammates and family."


Brighenti was playing on a hurt ankle which she reinjured late in the third quarter.  


She returned to finish the game. 


Easthampton led by as many as seven at the start of the second quarter, but Athol closed the gap 
and the lead seesawed throughout much of the second half.


Two Eagles starters, guard Christine Gangne and forward Miranda Jasienowski, fouled out in the 
fourth quarter.


"It was tough, because it forced us to put Jen Rannikko in a position that she's not used to," said 
Kemp. 


Before the game, Easthampton celebrated senior night honoring Gangne, Jasienowski and Allyson 
Rannikko.


"Senior night was a lot of fun," said Allyson Rannikko. "I feel sad to be leaving, but I'll be playing 
college next year hopefully."


Junior Jennifer Rannikko said she was happy for her big sister's success, but sad that this was their 
final game playing together in high school.


"I'm going to miss her a ton," said Jennifer Rannikko, who scored 10 points. "She's my moral support 
before and after the game."
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stepped up their game against us."


Eagles center Allyson Rannikko also hit a 3pointer in the final minute. 


"It felt good because I normally don't take 3s," said Rannikko, who finished with 17 points. "But I didn't 
hesitate when coach told me to take it."


Red Raiders guard Catie Brighenti surpassed 1,000 career points on a 3pointer midway through the 
second quarter and finished with a gamehigh 20 points. 


"It feels really good," said Brighenti on reaching the milestone in Athol's second to last regularseason
game. "I owe it all to my coach, teammates and family."


Brighenti was playing on a hurt ankle which she reinjured late in the third quarter.  


She returned to finish the game. 


Easthampton led by as many as seven at the start of the second quarter, but Athol closed the gap 
and the lead seesawed throughout much of the second half.


Two Eagles starters, guard Christine Gangne and forward Miranda Jasienowski, fouled out in the 
fourth quarter.


"It was tough, because it forced us to put Jen Rannikko in a position that she's not used to," said 
Kemp. 


Before the game, Easthampton celebrated senior night honoring Gangne, Jasienowski and Allyson 
Rannikko.


"Senior night was a lot of fun," said Allyson Rannikko. "I feel sad to be leaving, but I'll be playing 
college next year hopefully."


Junior Jennifer Rannikko said she was happy for her big sister's success, but sad that this was their 
final game playing together in high school.


"I'm going to miss her a ton," said Jennifer Rannikko, who scored 10 points. "She's my moral support 
before and after the game."
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Two Devils take state track titles
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Saturday, February 21, 2009


The Northampton boys and girls indoor track and field squads combined for two firstplace individual 
finishes, one winning relay team and six school records at the Division 3 state championships Friday 
at the Reggie Lewis Center in Roxbury.


Senior Diego IrizarryGerould won the boys long jump by leaping 20 feet, 8 inches, despite being the 
11th seed coming into the event.


"I didn't expect to do that well," he said. "It felt great. I didn't think I was going to jump 13 inches better 
than last personal best." 


Junior Natalia Paine proved why she was the top seed in the girls 600 meter race with her firstplace 
time of 1:35:18, which set a school record.


"I did the same as I normally do and just focused a little more," she said. "I was happy with my time."


Paine also helped break another Blue Devils record as part of the 4x400meter relay team with junior 
Maddie Brennan and sophomores Phoebe Hopkins and Emma Larson which ran a 4:09:21. 


"I was just surprised and so happy because we were seeded fourth and we didn't expect to do as well 
as we did," Paine said.


The boys placed tied for third overall with J.D. O'Bryant at 30 points, one point behind second place 
Oliver Ames. Nashoba won with 42 points.


Blue Devils senior Erik DunnGaudet placed third in the twomile run with a time of 9:45:12. Dunn
Gaudet broke the school record he set last year.


Tyler Keith finished third in the 1,000meter run with a 2:38:74, setting another school record. 


"It felt good to leave a mark on the school," said Keith, a senior.


A fifthplace finish by junior Michael Mailloux in the 600meter race set another school record of 
1:25:47.


Mailloux joined DunnGaudet, senior Alex Gilbert and junior Steve Mailloux for a fifthplace finish and 
another school record in the 4x400 meter relay with a time of 3:36:71.


The Blue Devils placed sixth in the 4X800meter relay with a time of 8:39:21, run by seniors Keith, 
Chris Clayton, Harry Wanar and freshman Alex Sullivan.


The girls were sixth with 21 points, after not scoring any points in last year's competition.


"I'm not sure what we expected overall but we're pretty happy with how we scored," Paine said.


"I'm really happy with how we did," said girls coach Nate Kraft. "Everyone ran either a personal best or
close to it."


Junior Molly Brooks placed sixth in the shot put with a throw of 30 feet, six inches.
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Wednesday, March 4, 2009


AMHERST  The University of Massachusetts Fine Arts Center is among eight potential host sites for 
a largescale solar energy program. 


The $42 million venture, proposed by the Western Massachusetts Electric Co., would propel the utility
into solar energy. Approvals are still needed.


WMECO's average residential customer, who uses 500 kilowatt hours per month, would pay for the 
project, the company says. But that cost would come to "significantly less than one dollar per month," 
said spokeswoman Sandra Ahearn.


The utility hopes to receive federal and other outside funding to reduce expenses, added Ahearn.


The plan, filed on Feb. 12, is awaiting approval from the state's Department of Public Utilities; 
WMECO expects to hear back in about six months. 


The solar program, which could be completed as early as 2010, is designed to explore the upand
coming solar technology and help the state answer key questions about how to increase solar 
operations to serve larger populations.


Peter Clarke, the utility's president and chief operating officer, said WMECO aims to create a venture 
that can be a model for utilityowned solar power generation. 


"The knowledge gained from the program also can be applied to other distributed renewable 
technologies, including wind and biomass, which are equally important to the state's goals for energy 
independence and energy security," he said in a statement. Last week the state released a report 
called Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Potential at State Owned Properties, which names 
potential sites across the commonwealth for such ventures.


The company chose its possible sites by focusing on costeffective locations like landfills and public 
buildings, including the roof of the university's Fine Arts Center, Ahearn said.


UMass would be compensated with lease payments or discounted electricity for allowing WMECO to 
use any of the university's property, said Loren Walker, manager of the Advanced Research Initiative 
at UMass.


WMECO would be responsible for purchasing, installing and maintaining the project's equipment.


University Chancellor Robert Holub signed a letter of interest, but more discussions are necessary 
before a decision to participate in the solar program is finalized, said Walker.


"We have a commitment to clean energy and reducing the university's footprint," he said. "It's an 
exciting opportunity, but it's still very preliminary right now."


Other rooftops, a field to the west of the football stadium and several parking lots have also been 
discussed as possible sites at UMass. 


The eight initial sites would produce 6 megawatts of solar capacity, which would increase to 15 
megawatts, or enough electricity to power 15,000 homes, through additional locations built by the end
of 2012. 


Beyond 2012, the number of sites could expand to produce 50 megawatts.


Besides UMass, potential sites listed are the city of Pittsfield's landfill, Springfield Central High School,
a former General Electric site now owned by the Pittsfield Economic Development Authority, and two 
utilityowned properties  one on Silver Lake Road in Pittsfield and the other at 300 Cadwell Drive in 
Springfield. 


The company said it has also received interest from Solutia Inc. in Springfield, the Big E and The 
Republican of Springfield.


Under the Green Communities Act passed in 2008, electric distribution companies like WMECO are 
authorized to participate in the state's solar energy development goal of 250 megawatts of installed 
solar by 2017. The legislation allows WMECO to own solar facilities that produce up to 50 megawatts.


WMECO is part of the Northeast Utilities System, which serves about 200,000 customers in 59 
communities throughout western Massachusetts.
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WMECO's average residential customer would pay for the project


The owners of WMECO should pay for this. If it's a good plan, they'll make money. If it fails, they loose. Why should 
customers be forced to pay for capital expenditures?
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Wednesday, March 4, 2009


AMHERST  The University of Massachusetts Fine Arts Center is among eight potential host sites for 
a largescale solar energy program. 


The $42 million venture, proposed by the Western Massachusetts Electric Co., would propel the utility
into solar energy. Approvals are still needed.


WMECO's average residential customer, who uses 500 kilowatt hours per month, would pay for the 
project, the company says. But that cost would come to "significantly less than one dollar per month," 
said spokeswoman Sandra Ahearn.


The utility hopes to receive federal and other outside funding to reduce expenses, added Ahearn.


The plan, filed on Feb. 12, is awaiting approval from the state's Department of Public Utilities; 
WMECO expects to hear back in about six months. 


The solar program, which could be completed as early as 2010, is designed to explore the upand
coming solar technology and help the state answer key questions about how to increase solar 
operations to serve larger populations.


Peter Clarke, the utility's president and chief operating officer, said WMECO aims to create a venture 
that can be a model for utilityowned solar power generation. 


"The knowledge gained from the program also can be applied to other distributed renewable 
technologies, including wind and biomass, which are equally important to the state's goals for energy 
independence and energy security," he said in a statement. Last week the state released a report 
called Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Potential at State Owned Properties, which names 
potential sites across the commonwealth for such ventures.


The company chose its possible sites by focusing on costeffective locations like landfills and public 
buildings, including the roof of the university's Fine Arts Center, Ahearn said.


UMass would be compensated with lease payments or discounted electricity for allowing WMECO to 
use any of the university's property, said Loren Walker, manager of the Advanced Research Initiative 
at UMass.


WMECO would be responsible for purchasing, installing and maintaining the project's equipment.


University Chancellor Robert Holub signed a letter of interest, but more discussions are necessary 
before a decision to participate in the solar program is finalized, said Walker.


"We have a commitment to clean energy and reducing the university's footprint," he said. "It's an 
exciting opportunity, but it's still very preliminary right now."


Other rooftops, a field to the west of the football stadium and several parking lots have also been 
discussed as possible sites at UMass. 


The eight initial sites would produce 6 megawatts of solar capacity, which would increase to 15 
megawatts, or enough electricity to power 15,000 homes, through additional locations built by the end
of 2012. 


Beyond 2012, the number of sites could expand to produce 50 megawatts.


Besides UMass, potential sites listed are the city of Pittsfield's landfill, Springfield Central High School,
a former General Electric site now owned by the Pittsfield Economic Development Authority, and two 
utilityowned properties  one on Silver Lake Road in Pittsfield and the other at 300 Cadwell Drive in 
Springfield. 


The company said it has also received interest from Solutia Inc. in Springfield, the Big E and The 
Republican of Springfield.


Under the Green Communities Act passed in 2008, electric distribution companies like WMECO are 
authorized to participate in the state's solar energy development goal of 250 megawatts of installed 
solar by 2017. The legislation allows WMECO to own solar facilities that produce up to 50 megawatts.


WMECO is part of the Northeast Utilities System, which serves about 200,000 customers in 59 
communities throughout western Massachusetts.
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Wednesday, March 4, 2009


SPRINGFIELD  The Pioneer Valley Transit Authority will receive $16.2 million in federal stimulus 
money to buy 29 buses and three vans to replace part of its aging fleet, according to the authority. 


Each bus costs around $370,000, while vans are around $55,000, and typically take between 12 and 
18 months to produce because there are only so many bus manufacturers, said Jill Holliday, authority 
marketing director.


The buses will replace 29 existing ones, which are around 14 years old  two years beyond their 
typical 12year lifespan. The new vehicles will be distributed to each of the three garages in the PVTA
service area, located in Northampton, the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and in Springfield, 
where the authority is based.


The stimulus money will also fund "new fare boxes, cameras for the ADA vans (used for the elderly 
and disabled), and several rehabilitation construction projects such as improvements to the UMass 
garage," said Holliday.


The authority plans to pay up front for the buses until the stimulus money is received, said Holliday, 
who was unsure of a timetable for the funding.


The PVTA was notified of its stimulus funding by the Federal Register, the official publication for 
governmental notices. The $16.2 million is separate from the $10 to $11 million in federal money the 
authority receives annually, Holliday said.


New solar panels


There is also a plan to add solar panels to the roofs of bus stop shelters. The energy from the panels
will be used to illuminate the area at night and provide more security, said Holliday.


According to the PVTA Web site, www.pvta.com , federal funds must be used for capital projects and
"may only be spent on tangible items such as equipment, preventive maintenance of vehicles, 
facilities and equipment, ADA services, facility improvements and the purchase of vehicles."


Holliday said the buses removed from the fleet will meet different fates.


"Some of the vehicles are bid on by agencies and people needing them, especially the vans; 
sometimes we take parts from them or sometime they go to scrap," Holliday said.


The PVTA, created by state mandate in 1974, is the largest regional transit authority in the 
commonwealth, with 177 buses, 175 vans and serves 24 area communities. All of the authority's 
buses use ultralow sulfur diesel fuel.  
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Wednesday, March 4, 2009


SPRINGFIELD  The Pioneer Valley Transit Authority will receive $16.2 million in federal stimulus 
money to buy 29 buses and three vans to replace part of its aging fleet, according to the authority. 


Each bus costs around $370,000, while vans are around $55,000, and typically take between 12 and 
18 months to produce because there are only so many bus manufacturers, said Jill Holliday, authority 
marketing director.


The buses will replace 29 existing ones, which are around 14 years old  two years beyond their 
typical 12year lifespan. The new vehicles will be distributed to each of the three garages in the PVTA
service area, located in Northampton, the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and in Springfield, 
where the authority is based.


The stimulus money will also fund "new fare boxes, cameras for the ADA vans (used for the elderly 
and disabled), and several rehabilitation construction projects such as improvements to the UMass 
garage," said Holliday.


The authority plans to pay up front for the buses until the stimulus money is received, said Holliday, 
who was unsure of a timetable for the funding.


The PVTA was notified of its stimulus funding by the Federal Register, the official publication for 
governmental notices. The $16.2 million is separate from the $10 to $11 million in federal money the 
authority receives annually, Holliday said.


New solar panels


There is also a plan to add solar panels to the roofs of bus stop shelters. The energy from the panels
will be used to illuminate the area at night and provide more security, said Holliday.


According to the PVTA Web site, www.pvta.com , federal funds must be used for capital projects and
"may only be spent on tangible items such as equipment, preventive maintenance of vehicles, 
facilities and equipment, ADA services, facility improvements and the purchase of vehicles."


Holliday said the buses removed from the fleet will meet different fates.


"Some of the vehicles are bid on by agencies and people needing them, especially the vans; 
sometimes we take parts from them or sometime they go to scrap," Holliday said.


The PVTA, created by state mandate in 1974, is the largest regional transit authority in the 
commonwealth, with 177 buses, 175 vans and serves 24 area communities. All of the authority's 
buses use ultralow sulfur diesel fuel.  
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, March 6, 2009


WESTHAMPTON  Students at Hampshire Regional High School today will hear from someone who 
learned in the hardest way possible what reckless driving can do.


Cara Filler, 32, will talk to them about how the 1994 death of her twin sister Mairin, the day after they 
turned 18, changed her life. Mairin died in a car crash that authorities said was caused by excessive 
speed. The car's driver, her boyfriend, survived the crash.


Filler has turned that tragedy into her life's mission, traveling the world to speak to students about, 
among other things, how to make better, safer decisions, a campaign she has dubbed "Changing 
Attitudes, Saving Lives." 


In assemblies at Hampshire Regional today, Filler will talk to more than 800 students about the tragic 
consequences of reckless driving.


Mary Phelan, health education coordinator, said Filler's talk "should really give the kids something to 
think about."


Members of the high school's studentrun Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) chapter 
raised $2,000 to bring Filler to speak after four students from the group heard Filler last fall at a 
conference in Danvers.


"They were really inspired by her message and presentation," said Courtney Cottrell, the group's 
advisor and English teacher.


"She's very powerful," said Desi Vega, Hampshire Regional's physical education teacher and coach 
for the girls basketball team. "She gets her message across to everyone in the audience and gets 
everyone involved. What she explains is really touching. I really enjoyed her."


Filler, a native of Richmond City in British Colombia, Canada, has worked with educators, schools and
police and departments worldwide. Filler is also the founder and president of EducaTEEN products 
and Vision Fillers Inc., a business coaching and consulting firm.


Vega, coadvisor to the SADD group, said he and the students spoke to Fuller about trying to recruit 
more members, which has about 10 students.


"She said #I can definitely help you out with that,'" Vega explained.


The group held a homemade holiday pie sale and a silent auction to help collect enough money. 
Westhampton Police Chief David A. White also supported the appearance with a $600 Westhampton 
Community Policing Grant.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, March 6, 2009


WESTHAMPTON  Students at Hampshire Regional High School today will hear from someone who 
learned in the hardest way possible what reckless driving can do.


Cara Filler, 32, will talk to them about how the 1994 death of her twin sister Mairin, the day after they 
turned 18, changed her life. Mairin died in a car crash that authorities said was caused by excessive 
speed. The car's driver, her boyfriend, survived the crash.


Filler has turned that tragedy into her life's mission, traveling the world to speak to students about, 
among other things, how to make better, safer decisions, a campaign she has dubbed "Changing 
Attitudes, Saving Lives." 


In assemblies at Hampshire Regional today, Filler will talk to more than 800 students about the tragic 
consequences of reckless driving.


Mary Phelan, health education coordinator, said Filler's talk "should really give the kids something to 
think about."


Members of the high school's studentrun Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) chapter 
raised $2,000 to bring Filler to speak after four students from the group heard Filler last fall at a 
conference in Danvers.


"They were really inspired by her message and presentation," said Courtney Cottrell, the group's 
advisor and English teacher.


"She's very powerful," said Desi Vega, Hampshire Regional's physical education teacher and coach 
for the girls basketball team. "She gets her message across to everyone in the audience and gets 
everyone involved. What she explains is really touching. I really enjoyed her."


Filler, a native of Richmond City in British Colombia, Canada, has worked with educators, schools and
police and departments worldwide. Filler is also the founder and president of EducaTEEN products 
and Vision Fillers Inc., a business coaching and consulting firm.


Vega, coadvisor to the SADD group, said he and the students spoke to Fuller about trying to recruit 
more members, which has about 10 students.


"She said #I can definitely help you out with that,'" Vega explained.


The group held a homemade holiday pie sale and a silent auction to help collect enough money. 
Westhampton Police Chief David A. White also supported the appearance with a $600 Westhampton 
Community Policing Grant.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, March 6, 2009


AMHERST  The celebration of Amherst's 250th anniversary continues with a panel discussion tonight
among prominent women residents of what brought them to the area and why they became politically 
active.


The discussion, titled "Amherst Women on the Move: Then and Now, 19592000," will be held from 4 
to 5:30 p.m. at in the East Lecture Hall of Franklin Patterson Hall at Hampshire College.The women 
will also share how their involvement has changed, how they have changed and how Amherst has 
changed.


State Rep. Ellen Story, DAmherst, will moderate the discussion, which includes Lucy Wilson Benson, 
former national president of the League of Women Voters; Robin Dizard, former professor of English 
at Keene State College; Lorna M. Peterson, executive director of Five Colleges Inc., who helped 
organize the event; and Karen Lederer, academic advisor for the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst's Women's Studies program. 


"I am very excited to do this," said Lederer, who has lived in Amherst since 1977 and worked at 
UMass since 1986. 


"We represent some of the different generations of local activists. We were involved in the history of 
Amherst at different points in time, and I look forward to contrasting this."


The panelists also will invite the audience to tell their stories. Admission is free.


Other related events


 ∙ Saturday, 8 p.m.  "The Beauty Stone," at Amherst Regional High School. Call 2560678 for 
information.


 ∙ Sunday, 2 p.m.  "Slavery in Colonial Amherst," a lecture at Hope Community Church. Free 
admission.


 ∙ March 19, 6 to 7:30 p.m.  the David Peck Todd Birthday Celebration, 67 Amity St. Reservations 
required. Call 2560678 for details. 


 ∙ March 27, 7:30 p.m.  "Exploring the Battlefields of World War I, Amherst Women Who Were There" 
Amherst Woman's Club, Triangle Street. 


For more information, visit www.amherst250.org .
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, March 6, 2009


AMHERST  The celebration of Amherst's 250th anniversary continues with a panel discussion tonight
among prominent women residents of what brought them to the area and why they became politically 
active.


The discussion, titled "Amherst Women on the Move: Then and Now, 19592000," will be held from 4 
to 5:30 p.m. at in the East Lecture Hall of Franklin Patterson Hall at Hampshire College.The women 
will also share how their involvement has changed, how they have changed and how Amherst has 
changed.


State Rep. Ellen Story, DAmherst, will moderate the discussion, which includes Lucy Wilson Benson, 
former national president of the League of Women Voters; Robin Dizard, former professor of English 
at Keene State College; Lorna M. Peterson, executive director of Five Colleges Inc., who helped 
organize the event; and Karen Lederer, academic advisor for the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst's Women's Studies program. 


"I am very excited to do this," said Lederer, who has lived in Amherst since 1977 and worked at 
UMass since 1986. 


"We represent some of the different generations of local activists. We were involved in the history of 
Amherst at different points in time, and I look forward to contrasting this."


The panelists also will invite the audience to tell their stories. Admission is free.


Other related events


 ∙ Saturday, 8 p.m.  "The Beauty Stone," at Amherst Regional High School. Call 2560678 for 
information.


 ∙ Sunday, 2 p.m.  "Slavery in Colonial Amherst," a lecture at Hope Community Church. Free 
admission.


 ∙ March 19, 6 to 7:30 p.m.  the David Peck Todd Birthday Celebration, 67 Amity St. Reservations 
required. Call 2560678 for details. 


 ∙ March 27, 7:30 p.m.  "Exploring the Battlefields of World War I, Amherst Women Who Were There" 
Amherst Woman's Club, Triangle Street. 


For more information, visit www.amherst250.org .
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Tuesday, March 10, 2009


A political group founded by a Northampton resident is spearheading a drive to hold members of the 
Bush administration accountable for authorizing torture and illegal wiretapping.


Tim Carpenter, national director of Progressive Democrats of America, said he believes there is "tons 
of support" for a call to appoint a special prosecutor to examine possible illegal activity by the former 
president.


"Between what has happened with the wiretapping and Iraq war ... people are pushing for 
accountability," Carpenter said. "What we're lacking is the will of Congress to hold the administration 
accountable."


The PDA, founded in 2004, was one of 40 groups to have endorsed a letter drafted by The Robert 
Jackson Steering Committee requesting that an inquiry determine whether former officials be 
prosecuted.


"We urge Attorney General Eric Holder to appoint a nonpartisan independent Special Counsel to 
immediately commence a prosecutorial investigation into the most serious alleged crimes of" members
of the Bush administration, namely former President George W. Bush and former Vice President 
Richard Cheney, the letter said.


Asked whether any of the officials would ever be called to account, Carpenter said he believes public 
support is broad. 


"There's a group of committed Americans that is not going to stop until there is justice," he said. "We 
remain ever hopeful." 


Carpenter said if Americans fail to hold the former president accountable now, future presidents could
act irresponsibly.


"We see no need for these prosecutions to be extraordinarily lengthy or costly, and no need to wait 
for the recommendations of a panel or #truth' commission when substantial evidence of the crimes is 
already in the public domain," the letter states.


Carpenter said he believes President Barack Obama will eventually call for an investigation of the 
previous administration, because that is what the majority of the country wants.


"We need to let (Obama) know that this is what a majority of Americans want," he said. "We think we 
have his ear, and now we need to show him how much support we have."


Carpenter has worked as a social and political activist for more than 30 years, according to the 
group's Web site, www.pdamerica.org . 
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Tuesday, March 10, 2009


A political group founded by a Northampton resident is spearheading a drive to hold members of the 
Bush administration accountable for authorizing torture and illegal wiretapping.


Tim Carpenter, national director of Progressive Democrats of America, said he believes there is "tons 
of support" for a call to appoint a special prosecutor to examine possible illegal activity by the former 
president.


"Between what has happened with the wiretapping and Iraq war ... people are pushing for 
accountability," Carpenter said. "What we're lacking is the will of Congress to hold the administration 
accountable."


The PDA, founded in 2004, was one of 40 groups to have endorsed a letter drafted by The Robert 
Jackson Steering Committee requesting that an inquiry determine whether former officials be 
prosecuted.


"We urge Attorney General Eric Holder to appoint a nonpartisan independent Special Counsel to 
immediately commence a prosecutorial investigation into the most serious alleged crimes of" members
of the Bush administration, namely former President George W. Bush and former Vice President 
Richard Cheney, the letter said.


Asked whether any of the officials would ever be called to account, Carpenter said he believes public 
support is broad. 


"There's a group of committed Americans that is not going to stop until there is justice," he said. "We 
remain ever hopeful." 


Carpenter said if Americans fail to hold the former president accountable now, future presidents could
act irresponsibly.


"We see no need for these prosecutions to be extraordinarily lengthy or costly, and no need to wait 
for the recommendations of a panel or #truth' commission when substantial evidence of the crimes is 
already in the public domain," the letter states.


Carpenter said he believes President Barack Obama will eventually call for an investigation of the 
previous administration, because that is what the majority of the country wants.


"We need to let (Obama) know that this is what a majority of Americans want," he said. "We think we 
have his ear, and now we need to show him how much support we have."


Carpenter has worked as a social and political activist for more than 30 years, according to the 
group's Web site, www.pdamerica.org . 
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Monday, March 16, 2009


NORTHAMPTON  Thirtyseven local nonprofits have been 
chosen by Florence Savings Banks customers to receive a 
combined $50,000 after a yearround vote. 


In its seventh year, the program allowed each customer a vote, and 7,439 votes were cast between 
Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, according to bank officials. Customers could vote on the bank's Web site, 
www.florencesavings.com , in each branch location or by mail.


"It gives our customers a chance to tell us how to spend the grant money," said Susan A. Pepin
Phillips, the bank's marketing manager. "It's a heartwarming program that our customers look forward 
to participating in every year."


The program has given out $350,000 since it began in 2002.


To qualify, the nonprofit must be a 501(c)(3) or equivalent and agree to spend funds on local needs. 
Any organization receiving 1 percent or more, or 74 votes this year, of the total vote, received a 
proportional share of the funds. The maximum grant amount is $5,000 per organization.


Voting for the 2009 program began on Jan. 1 and will end on Dec. 31, 2009.


The grants were distributed at the Florence Savings Bank Customers' Choice Community Grants 
Awards ceremony at the Northampton Senior Center on Conz Street on Wednesday.


The ceremony included a presentation from first and fifthgrade students at RK Finn Ryan Road 
Elementary School about items the school has purchased with the grant in years past. The school 
has won grants each of the seven years, totaling $25,302, which has been used for such projects as 
giving the students a place to hang their coats and cubbies for storage.


Thirtyone of the nonprofits received between $1,000 and $3,500.  


After six years of receiving grants from the program, Northampton's Friends of Forbes Library was the
top recipient for the first time. The nonprofit earned enough votes for a $3,500 grant  the largest 
grant it had ever been awarded through the bank, said Kari Knapp, president of Friends of Forbes. 
"The economy is bad and nonprofits are getting hit, too, so we're very thankful for this," she said. "It's 
really nice, especially for all of the nonprofits that work really hard."


Knapp said the money will go toward the organization's general operating budget, which gives around
$16,000 annually to Forbes Library for books, other publications, museum passes, and other projects
and programs.
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Monday, March 16, 2009


NORTHAMPTON  Thirtyseven local nonprofits have been 
chosen by Florence Savings Banks customers to receive a 
combined $50,000 after a yearround vote. 


In its seventh year, the program allowed each customer a vote, and 7,439 votes were cast between 
Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, according to bank officials. Customers could vote on the bank's Web site, 
www.florencesavings.com , in each branch location or by mail.


"It gives our customers a chance to tell us how to spend the grant money," said Susan A. Pepin
Phillips, the bank's marketing manager. "It's a heartwarming program that our customers look forward 
to participating in every year."


The program has given out $350,000 since it began in 2002.


To qualify, the nonprofit must be a 501(c)(3) or equivalent and agree to spend funds on local needs. 
Any organization receiving 1 percent or more, or 74 votes this year, of the total vote, received a 
proportional share of the funds. The maximum grant amount is $5,000 per organization.


Voting for the 2009 program began on Jan. 1 and will end on Dec. 31, 2009.


The grants were distributed at the Florence Savings Bank Customers' Choice Community Grants 
Awards ceremony at the Northampton Senior Center on Conz Street on Wednesday.


The ceremony included a presentation from first and fifthgrade students at RK Finn Ryan Road 
Elementary School about items the school has purchased with the grant in years past. The school 
has won grants each of the seven years, totaling $25,302, which has been used for such projects as 
giving the students a place to hang their coats and cubbies for storage.


Thirtyone of the nonprofits received between $1,000 and $3,500.  


After six years of receiving grants from the program, Northampton's Friends of Forbes Library was the
top recipient for the first time. The nonprofit earned enough votes for a $3,500 grant  the largest 
grant it had ever been awarded through the bank, said Kari Knapp, president of Friends of Forbes. 
"The economy is bad and nonprofits are getting hit, too, so we're very thankful for this," she said. "It's 
really nice, especially for all of the nonprofits that work really hard."


Knapp said the money will go toward the organization's general operating budget, which gives around
$16,000 annually to Forbes Library for books, other publications, museum passes, and other projects
and programs.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Sunday, March 15, 2009


HOLYOKE  More than $5 million of the $50 million in anticipated aid is now available to reimburse 
seven state counties for costs associated with their response to the Dec. 11 ice storm.


More than 277 communities, as well as several state agencies eligible nonprofits, have applied for 
assistance through the Federal Emergency Management Agency's public assistance program. The 
federal funds are aimed at relieving costs incurred by state and local responders between Dec. 11 
and Dec. 18 of last year.


According to FEMA spokeswoman Suzanne Novak, a number of towns and cities in the county have 
not applied for federal aid, "which means they felt they did not have significant enough damage to 
apply," she said. 


Amherst did apply, Novak said, however no estimates as to the cost of the damages there are 
currently available from FEMA. No one from Amherst Town Hall or the Department of Public Works 
were able to provide any estimates before press time.


Compensation by FEMA to each town is determined by the amount of money the town spent on 
emergency services and in debris management, said Novak.


In Hampshire County, the total cost thus far is $1,160,000 out of the 10 towns that provided debris 
estimates, according to figures provided by FEMA. The total amount of money used to clean debris in
Franklin County is projected to be $1,550,760, based on 16 towns that have applied and provided 
their debris estimates. Combining both counties, the average per town is $104,260.


Chesterfield leads Hampshire County with $244,820 in debris costs; Ashfield was the hardest hit town 
in Franklin County to apply with an estimated $315,820 spent on debris removal.


Debris estimates are based on assessments that measure the number of cubic yards where debris 
has fallen and that needs to be removed. Each cubic yard is costs a town about $20.


Emergency services costs will not be calculated until a later date when members of FEMA will meet 
with officials in each town to assess their expenses, she said.


"Working in partnership with FEMA to reimburse these eligible applicants as quickly as possible 
remains a priority for all of us," said Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency Director Don 
Boyce.


The money given to each community by FEMA typically represents 75 percent of the eligible costs, 
while state and local government must cover the remaining expenses. Current figures estimate the 
total amount of aid will be around $50 million, but there is no cap on how much will be paid out.


Eligible projects include debris removal, emergency services, and repairing or replacing damaged 
public facilities. Eligible facilities include schools, libraries and other public buildings, roads, bridges, 
water control, utilities and recreational facilities. Nonprofit organizations may also qualify for support to
restore facilities such as educational, utility, emergency, medical, custodial care and essential 
government services.


All funding must be approved by MEMA and FEMA. The submission process to receive aid is 
facilitated by a meetings held by a FEMA project specialist and representatives from the entity 
applying. Over 258 such meetings have been held since Jan. 14. Depending on when the meeting is 
held determines a community's application deadline.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Sunday, March 15, 2009


HOLYOKE  More than $5 million of the $50 million in anticipated aid is now available to reimburse 
seven state counties for costs associated with their response to the Dec. 11 ice storm.


More than 277 communities, as well as several state agencies eligible nonprofits, have applied for 
assistance through the Federal Emergency Management Agency's public assistance program. The 
federal funds are aimed at relieving costs incurred by state and local responders between Dec. 11 
and Dec. 18 of last year.


According to FEMA spokeswoman Suzanne Novak, a number of towns and cities in the county have 
not applied for federal aid, "which means they felt they did not have significant enough damage to 
apply," she said. 


Amherst did apply, Novak said, however no estimates as to the cost of the damages there are 
currently available from FEMA. No one from Amherst Town Hall or the Department of Public Works 
were able to provide any estimates before press time.


Compensation by FEMA to each town is determined by the amount of money the town spent on 
emergency services and in debris management, said Novak.


In Hampshire County, the total cost thus far is $1,160,000 out of the 10 towns that provided debris 
estimates, according to figures provided by FEMA. The total amount of money used to clean debris in
Franklin County is projected to be $1,550,760, based on 16 towns that have applied and provided 
their debris estimates. Combining both counties, the average per town is $104,260.


Chesterfield leads Hampshire County with $244,820 in debris costs; Ashfield was the hardest hit town 
in Franklin County to apply with an estimated $315,820 spent on debris removal.


Debris estimates are based on assessments that measure the number of cubic yards where debris 
has fallen and that needs to be removed. Each cubic yard is costs a town about $20.


Emergency services costs will not be calculated until a later date when members of FEMA will meet 
with officials in each town to assess their expenses, she said.


"Working in partnership with FEMA to reimburse these eligible applicants as quickly as possible 
remains a priority for all of us," said Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency Director Don 
Boyce.


The money given to each community by FEMA typically represents 75 percent of the eligible costs, 
while state and local government must cover the remaining expenses. Current figures estimate the 
total amount of aid will be around $50 million, but there is no cap on how much will be paid out.


Eligible projects include debris removal, emergency services, and repairing or replacing damaged 
public facilities. Eligible facilities include schools, libraries and other public buildings, roads, bridges, 
water control, utilities and recreational facilities. Nonprofit organizations may also qualify for support to
restore facilities such as educational, utility, emergency, medical, custodial care and essential 
government services.


All funding must be approved by MEMA and FEMA. The submission process to receive aid is 
facilitated by a meetings held by a FEMA project specialist and representatives from the entity 
applying. Over 258 such meetings have been held since Jan. 14. Depending on when the meeting is 
held determines a community's application deadline.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Thursday, March 19, 2009


GOSHEN  Over the last four years, the homespun Hammond Pond meltdown contest has received 
more than 4,000 entries submitted from 97 communities in 17 states and two countries  the U.S. and 
India. Now in its fifth year, submissions have come in again from far and wide, including Goshen, 
Australia, Thailand and France.


"So, I'm going worldwide," said the event's founder and organizer Bob Labrie. "It's kind of hokey, but 
that's what the Hilltowns are about  the whole point of this is to shine a small light on Goshen, and we
think it's a pretty cool place."


Submissions, in which people guess when a 69pound concrete block will fall through the ice on 
Hammond Pond cost $1 each and are being accepted until April 1. 


The contest is a benefit that gives half its proceeds to the Northampton Survival Center's Hilltown 
Pantry and the other half to the person who guesses closest to the actual time when the block 
collapses through the ice, without going over.


The block sits on a wood pallet on top of the pond's ice, and is tied to a rope that is connected to an 
electric clock which is plugged into an outlet in the gatehouse on the pond's dam. Once the block falls
through, or if the ice floe moves away from the dam, the tension will unplug the clock, displaying the 
precise time it happened. 


So far this year, Labrie says he has sold around 400 tickets.


"I'm fairly optimistic and doing well," he said. He noted that sales tend to jump a week before entries 
are due. He sold 250 tickets in the final week last year.


Since its inception, the contest has benefited causes of Labrie's choosing with donations of around 
$500 each year. Labrie said donating the money to the Hilltown Pantry was an easy decision to make 
this year. "With the economy the way it is, it's just the right choice," he said.


Heidi Nortonsmith, executive director of the Northampton Survival Center, which runs the pantry, said 
the number of clients served has increased by about 117 percent in fiscal 2008 compared to 2007, 
and by 20 percent in December alone. The pantry serves around 250 of the center's total 4,000 
clients.


"This is extremely helpful for us because there is only so much we can do with our small staff," she 
said. "When people offer their skills and services like this it is what really keeps us running."


To keep contestants uptospeed on the block's whereabouts, Labrie updates the Web site, 
www.goshenmafire.com, and sends out email alerts weekly.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Thursday, March 19, 2009


GOSHEN  Over the last four years, the homespun Hammond Pond meltdown contest has received 
more than 4,000 entries submitted from 97 communities in 17 states and two countries  the U.S. and 
India. Now in its fifth year, submissions have come in again from far and wide, including Goshen, 
Australia, Thailand and France.


"So, I'm going worldwide," said the event's founder and organizer Bob Labrie. "It's kind of hokey, but 
that's what the Hilltowns are about  the whole point of this is to shine a small light on Goshen, and we
think it's a pretty cool place."


Submissions, in which people guess when a 69pound concrete block will fall through the ice on 
Hammond Pond cost $1 each and are being accepted until April 1. 


The contest is a benefit that gives half its proceeds to the Northampton Survival Center's Hilltown 
Pantry and the other half to the person who guesses closest to the actual time when the block 
collapses through the ice, without going over.


The block sits on a wood pallet on top of the pond's ice, and is tied to a rope that is connected to an 
electric clock which is plugged into an outlet in the gatehouse on the pond's dam. Once the block falls
through, or if the ice floe moves away from the dam, the tension will unplug the clock, displaying the 
precise time it happened. 


So far this year, Labrie says he has sold around 400 tickets.


"I'm fairly optimistic and doing well," he said. He noted that sales tend to jump a week before entries 
are due. He sold 250 tickets in the final week last year.


Since its inception, the contest has benefited causes of Labrie's choosing with donations of around 
$500 each year. Labrie said donating the money to the Hilltown Pantry was an easy decision to make 
this year. "With the economy the way it is, it's just the right choice," he said.


Heidi Nortonsmith, executive director of the Northampton Survival Center, which runs the pantry, said 
the number of clients served has increased by about 117 percent in fiscal 2008 compared to 2007, 
and by 20 percent in December alone. The pantry serves around 250 of the center's total 4,000 
clients.


"This is extremely helpful for us because there is only so much we can do with our small staff," she 
said. "When people offer their skills and services like this it is what really keeps us running."


To keep contestants uptospeed on the block's whereabouts, Labrie updates the Web site, 
www.goshenmafire.com, and sends out email alerts weekly.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Thursday, March 26, 2009


A new state law could catch many motorists by surprise.


The statute, which took effect March 22, requires drivers to slow down and if possible move into the 
next lane as they approach a stationary emergency or maintenance vehicle with its lights flashing.


Offenders are subject to a fine of up to $100, and the offense would go against a motorist's driving 
record as a moving violation. 


There are no additional consequences for repeat offenders. 


The law applies to all roads in the state, local as well as highway.


According to State Police Sgt. David Mahan, a driver's sloweddown speed would depend on the 
posted speed limit and road conditions, but would be a "substantial decrease."


The law is intended to help protect police, firefighters, paramedics, towtruck drivers and all roadside 
emergency and maintenance workers.


On Feb. 19, a state police trooper was hurt on Interstate Route 91 in Deerfield while investigating an 
accident. Trooper Terrence Halbach was injured when a passing car went out of control and struck 
his cruiser.


Hadley Police Chief Dennis Hukowicz said he was a proponent of implementing the new rules.


Besides the danger from motorists who drive by stationary emergency vehicles at high speeds, 
"people tend to look at the blue lights, too, and what's going on around at the scene instead of paying
attention to where their vehicle is headed," said Hukowicz.


Violators could be ticketed in a number of ways, he said. Their license plate number might be noted 
and the fine assessed by mail; they could also be signaled to pull over by the officer in the stationary 
vehicle or be stopped by another, nearby officer who is aware of the offense. 


When asked whether drivers would be given a break if they claim to be unaware of the law in its early 
days, Mahan said that would depend on the officer, but he expects it to be "enforced fairly strictly."


Massachusetts is the 44th state in the nation to adopt such a law.


According to the Merit Rating Board, in 2008 there were nearly 2,000 violations of the Chapter 89 law 
that deals with obstructing emergency vehicles, including failure to yield and following too closely, 
which are related to the new law, said Mahan.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Thursday, March 26, 2009


A new state law could catch many motorists by surprise.


The statute, which took effect March 22, requires drivers to slow down and if possible move into the 
next lane as they approach a stationary emergency or maintenance vehicle with its lights flashing.


Offenders are subject to a fine of up to $100, and the offense would go against a motorist's driving 
record as a moving violation. 


There are no additional consequences for repeat offenders. 


The law applies to all roads in the state, local as well as highway.


According to State Police Sgt. David Mahan, a driver's sloweddown speed would depend on the 
posted speed limit and road conditions, but would be a "substantial decrease."


The law is intended to help protect police, firefighters, paramedics, towtruck drivers and all roadside 
emergency and maintenance workers.


On Feb. 19, a state police trooper was hurt on Interstate Route 91 in Deerfield while investigating an 
accident. Trooper Terrence Halbach was injured when a passing car went out of control and struck 
his cruiser.


Hadley Police Chief Dennis Hukowicz said he was a proponent of implementing the new rules.


Besides the danger from motorists who drive by stationary emergency vehicles at high speeds, 
"people tend to look at the blue lights, too, and what's going on around at the scene instead of paying
attention to where their vehicle is headed," said Hukowicz.


Violators could be ticketed in a number of ways, he said. Their license plate number might be noted 
and the fine assessed by mail; they could also be signaled to pull over by the officer in the stationary 
vehicle or be stopped by another, nearby officer who is aware of the offense. 


When asked whether drivers would be given a break if they claim to be unaware of the law in its early 
days, Mahan said that would depend on the officer, but he expects it to be "enforced fairly strictly."


Massachusetts is the 44th state in the nation to adopt such a law.


According to the Merit Rating Board, in 2008 there were nearly 2,000 violations of the Chapter 89 law 
that deals with obstructing emergency vehicles, including failure to yield and following too closely, 
which are related to the new law, said Mahan.
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Local petitioner highlights revenue


By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, March 27, 2009


A bill to legalize and tax marijuana in Massachusetts has been introduced to both the House and 
Senate, after a request by a Northampton man.


State Rep. Ellen Story, DAmherst, and state Sen. Stanley Rosenberg, DAmherst, each filed the bill 
by request from petitioner and Northampton resident Dick M. Evans.


Officials from both of the legislators' offices said they generally file all petitions they receive, which 
may be submitted by individuals, and said this is not necessarily an endorsement or sponsorship of a 
bill's content. 


Evans, 65, an attorney, filed the bill as a private citizen and said the money generated through 
placing a sales tax on marijuana could be in the millions. According to Rosenberg's chief of staff Nick 
Puleo, the senator does not believe the bill has the support to pass through the Senate right now.


A similar bill to legalize, regulate and tax marijuana was recently introduced in California. The 
California Board of Equalization, which collects taxes, estimated California's potential revenue from 
doing so at $1.3 billion per year.


During an online town hallstyle meeting from the White House Thursday, President Barack Obama 
said one of the most popular questions submitted was whether legalization of marijuana would help 
the country's economy. Obama answered by saying he didn't think that it was a good economic policy,
according to The Associated Press.


Besides being an attempt to earn the state more money, Evans said, the bill is meant "to prompt an 
open and honest debate about the wisdom and efficacy of marijuana prohibition."


"I'm not trying to legalize it; I'm trying to talk about it," said Evans. "I'm trying to open the door to 
discussion."


Rosenberg does not necessarily support the bill, said Puleo, but his decision on whether he would 
approve a vote on the bill in the Senate would depend on what the final draft looks like. Bills often 
change before reaching the Senate floor.


Evans was optimistic during a March 25 interview with the National Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws, where he once worked on the group's board of directors.


"I'm confident that there will be widespread support for regulation and taxation," he said at the time. "I 
don't know anyone that opposes it, frankly."


Under Senate Bill 1801 and House Bill 2929, both filed on Jan. 16 and titled "An Act to Regulate and 
Tax the Cannabis Industry," possession or cultivation of cannabis by a person, over 21 years old, for 
personal use would be made legal.


Treated like alcohol


The legislation would also allow for marijuana to be sold. Selling marijuana would be taxed and legal 
to only licensed individuals and is modeled after Chapter 138 of the Massachusetts General Laws, 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act, which regulates the selling and taxation of alcohol. 


There is no set timetable yet on bill's next step, being reviewed by committee.


Cannabis grown for personal use would not be taxed. Marijuana grown or distributed for a profit would
be divided into three taxation classes based on how much tetrahydrocannabinol, the main 
psychoactive component of marijuana, each contained.


Cannabis with more than 1 percent but less than 5 percent THC would be Class C and taxed $150 
per ounce. Marijuana with 5 percent or more but less than 10 percent THC would be taxed $200 per 
ounce as Class B. Class A, containing 10 percent or more THC, would be taxed $250 per ounce. 


The percentages of THC would be determined by comparing the THC content to dry weight, without 
seeds.


The staterun Cannabis Control Authority would be created to supervise "the conduct of the business 
of cultivating, possessing, distributing, sale at retail and wholesale and importing cannabis, and also 
of the quality, purity and grade thereof."


Revenue generated by taxation would cover the costs associated with the authority, and excess funds
would go to the commonwealth.


The authority would receive $2.5 million in initial funding from the state and would be responsible for 
licensing retailers, importers, farmers, processors and traders, and wholesale distributors. The cost of
each license ranges from $1,000 annually for a processing license up to $3,000 for a trader license.


The bill comes at a time when dozens of towns in the state, including Springfield, are trying to 
increase the penalties for marijuana use, which were reduced statewide when nearly twothirds of 
voters approved decriminalization legislation via a ballot question in November.


Meanwhile, bills looking to legalize growing marijuana for medicinal purposes are also under 
consideration by state legislators.


UMass Cannabis Reform Coalition said the group supports the idea of regulation and taxation, but 
currently is putting its focus on legalizing medicinal marijuana, according to CRC treasurer Alex 
Arsenault.


Medical might make more sense


"We did just pass Question 2 a few months ago," said Arsenault, who said that passing a bill for 
legalization might be tough because decriminalization was approved so recently. "The next logical 
step is legalizing medicinal marijuana."


"No living person is responsible for the prohibition laws," said Evans on a Web site, 
www.cantaxreg.com, that he created about the bill. "They were conceived three generations ago in a 
cultural and racial climate very different from our own, and very different from that to which we aspire. 
They are now, if anything, obsolete."


Evans said public officials who support continued prohibition efforts should explain how many more 
people need to be arrested, how much that will cost and where the money will come from.


"Absent any good answers to those questions, a productive discussion necessarily turns from 
whether to replace prohibition to how to replace it," he said.


Evans said states are not allowed to act on their own to create a system of taxation and regulation 
unless federal law allows it. However, states can repeal prohibition laws and leave enforcement up to 
federal  not state  officials. 


"That would surely get the attention of Congress," said Evans.


Laws concerning the operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of marijuana would not be
changed. The crime is punishable of a fine of up to $1,000 or imprisonment up to two years, or both, 
and may result in the loss of an offender's driver's license.


The current bill was first filed in the Massachusetts House in 1981, following a citizen petition. It was 
slightly modified and reintroduced this year.
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Local petitioner highlights revenue


By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, March 27, 2009


A bill to legalize and tax marijuana in Massachusetts has been introduced to both the House and 
Senate, after a request by a Northampton man.


State Rep. Ellen Story, DAmherst, and state Sen. Stanley Rosenberg, DAmherst, each filed the bill 
by request from petitioner and Northampton resident Dick M. Evans.


Officials from both of the legislators' offices said they generally file all petitions they receive, which 
may be submitted by individuals, and said this is not necessarily an endorsement or sponsorship of a 
bill's content. 


Evans, 65, an attorney, filed the bill as a private citizen and said the money generated through 
placing a sales tax on marijuana could be in the millions. According to Rosenberg's chief of staff Nick 
Puleo, the senator does not believe the bill has the support to pass through the Senate right now.


A similar bill to legalize, regulate and tax marijuana was recently introduced in California. The 
California Board of Equalization, which collects taxes, estimated California's potential revenue from 
doing so at $1.3 billion per year.


During an online town hallstyle meeting from the White House Thursday, President Barack Obama 
said one of the most popular questions submitted was whether legalization of marijuana would help 
the country's economy. Obama answered by saying he didn't think that it was a good economic policy,
according to The Associated Press.


Besides being an attempt to earn the state more money, Evans said, the bill is meant "to prompt an 
open and honest debate about the wisdom and efficacy of marijuana prohibition."


"I'm not trying to legalize it; I'm trying to talk about it," said Evans. "I'm trying to open the door to 
discussion."


Rosenberg does not necessarily support the bill, said Puleo, but his decision on whether he would 
approve a vote on the bill in the Senate would depend on what the final draft looks like. Bills often 
change before reaching the Senate floor.


Evans was optimistic during a March 25 interview with the National Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws, where he once worked on the group's board of directors.


"I'm confident that there will be widespread support for regulation and taxation," he said at the time. "I 
don't know anyone that opposes it, frankly."


Under Senate Bill 1801 and House Bill 2929, both filed on Jan. 16 and titled "An Act to Regulate and 
Tax the Cannabis Industry," possession or cultivation of cannabis by a person, over 21 years old, for 
personal use would be made legal.


Treated like alcohol


The legislation would also allow for marijuana to be sold. Selling marijuana would be taxed and legal 
to only licensed individuals and is modeled after Chapter 138 of the Massachusetts General Laws, 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act, which regulates the selling and taxation of alcohol. 


There is no set timetable yet on bill's next step, being reviewed by committee.


Cannabis grown for personal use would not be taxed. Marijuana grown or distributed for a profit would
be divided into three taxation classes based on how much tetrahydrocannabinol, the main 
psychoactive component of marijuana, each contained.


Cannabis with more than 1 percent but less than 5 percent THC would be Class C and taxed $150 
per ounce. Marijuana with 5 percent or more but less than 10 percent THC would be taxed $200 per 
ounce as Class B. Class A, containing 10 percent or more THC, would be taxed $250 per ounce. 


The percentages of THC would be determined by comparing the THC content to dry weight, without 
seeds.


The staterun Cannabis Control Authority would be created to supervise "the conduct of the business 
of cultivating, possessing, distributing, sale at retail and wholesale and importing cannabis, and also 
of the quality, purity and grade thereof."


Revenue generated by taxation would cover the costs associated with the authority, and excess funds
would go to the commonwealth.


The authority would receive $2.5 million in initial funding from the state and would be responsible for 
licensing retailers, importers, farmers, processors and traders, and wholesale distributors. The cost of
each license ranges from $1,000 annually for a processing license up to $3,000 for a trader license.


The bill comes at a time when dozens of towns in the state, including Springfield, are trying to 
increase the penalties for marijuana use, which were reduced statewide when nearly twothirds of 
voters approved decriminalization legislation via a ballot question in November.


Meanwhile, bills looking to legalize growing marijuana for medicinal purposes are also under 
consideration by state legislators.


UMass Cannabis Reform Coalition said the group supports the idea of regulation and taxation, but 
currently is putting its focus on legalizing medicinal marijuana, according to CRC treasurer Alex 
Arsenault.


Medical might make more sense


"We did just pass Question 2 a few months ago," said Arsenault, who said that passing a bill for 
legalization might be tough because decriminalization was approved so recently. "The next logical 
step is legalizing medicinal marijuana."


"No living person is responsible for the prohibition laws," said Evans on a Web site, 
www.cantaxreg.com, that he created about the bill. "They were conceived three generations ago in a 
cultural and racial climate very different from our own, and very different from that to which we aspire. 
They are now, if anything, obsolete."


Evans said public officials who support continued prohibition efforts should explain how many more 
people need to be arrested, how much that will cost and where the money will come from.


"Absent any good answers to those questions, a productive discussion necessarily turns from 
whether to replace prohibition to how to replace it," he said.


Evans said states are not allowed to act on their own to create a system of taxation and regulation 
unless federal law allows it. However, states can repeal prohibition laws and leave enforcement up to 
federal  not state  officials. 


"That would surely get the attention of Congress," said Evans.


Laws concerning the operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of marijuana would not be
changed. The crime is punishable of a fine of up to $1,000 or imprisonment up to two years, or both, 
and may result in the loss of an offender's driver's license.


The current bill was first filed in the Massachusetts House in 1981, following a citizen petition. It was 
slightly modified and reintroduced this year.
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Local petitioner highlights revenue


By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, March 27, 2009


A bill to legalize and tax marijuana in Massachusetts has been introduced to both the House and 
Senate, after a request by a Northampton man.


State Rep. Ellen Story, DAmherst, and state Sen. Stanley Rosenberg, DAmherst, each filed the bill 
by request from petitioner and Northampton resident Dick M. Evans.


Officials from both of the legislators' offices said they generally file all petitions they receive, which 
may be submitted by individuals, and said this is not necessarily an endorsement or sponsorship of a 
bill's content. 


Evans, 65, an attorney, filed the bill as a private citizen and said the money generated through 
placing a sales tax on marijuana could be in the millions. According to Rosenberg's chief of staff Nick 
Puleo, the senator does not believe the bill has the support to pass through the Senate right now.


A similar bill to legalize, regulate and tax marijuana was recently introduced in California. The 
California Board of Equalization, which collects taxes, estimated California's potential revenue from 
doing so at $1.3 billion per year.


During an online town hallstyle meeting from the White House Thursday, President Barack Obama 
said one of the most popular questions submitted was whether legalization of marijuana would help 
the country's economy. Obama answered by saying he didn't think that it was a good economic policy,
according to The Associated Press.


Besides being an attempt to earn the state more money, Evans said, the bill is meant "to prompt an 
open and honest debate about the wisdom and efficacy of marijuana prohibition."


"I'm not trying to legalize it; I'm trying to talk about it," said Evans. "I'm trying to open the door to 
discussion."


Rosenberg does not necessarily support the bill, said Puleo, but his decision on whether he would 
approve a vote on the bill in the Senate would depend on what the final draft looks like. Bills often 
change before reaching the Senate floor.


Evans was optimistic during a March 25 interview with the National Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws, where he once worked on the group's board of directors.


"I'm confident that there will be widespread support for regulation and taxation," he said at the time. "I 
don't know anyone that opposes it, frankly."


Under Senate Bill 1801 and House Bill 2929, both filed on Jan. 16 and titled "An Act to Regulate and 
Tax the Cannabis Industry," possession or cultivation of cannabis by a person, over 21 years old, for 
personal use would be made legal.


Treated like alcohol


The legislation would also allow for marijuana to be sold. Selling marijuana would be taxed and legal 
to only licensed individuals and is modeled after Chapter 138 of the Massachusetts General Laws, 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act, which regulates the selling and taxation of alcohol. 


There is no set timetable yet on bill's next step, being reviewed by committee.


Cannabis grown for personal use would not be taxed. Marijuana grown or distributed for a profit would
be divided into three taxation classes based on how much tetrahydrocannabinol, the main 
psychoactive component of marijuana, each contained.


Cannabis with more than 1 percent but less than 5 percent THC would be Class C and taxed $150 
per ounce. Marijuana with 5 percent or more but less than 10 percent THC would be taxed $200 per 
ounce as Class B. Class A, containing 10 percent or more THC, would be taxed $250 per ounce. 


The percentages of THC would be determined by comparing the THC content to dry weight, without 
seeds.


The staterun Cannabis Control Authority would be created to supervise "the conduct of the business 
of cultivating, possessing, distributing, sale at retail and wholesale and importing cannabis, and also 
of the quality, purity and grade thereof."


Revenue generated by taxation would cover the costs associated with the authority, and excess funds
would go to the commonwealth.


The authority would receive $2.5 million in initial funding from the state and would be responsible for 
licensing retailers, importers, farmers, processors and traders, and wholesale distributors. The cost of
each license ranges from $1,000 annually for a processing license up to $3,000 for a trader license.


The bill comes at a time when dozens of towns in the state, including Springfield, are trying to 
increase the penalties for marijuana use, which were reduced statewide when nearly twothirds of 
voters approved decriminalization legislation via a ballot question in November.


Meanwhile, bills looking to legalize growing marijuana for medicinal purposes are also under 
consideration by state legislators.


UMass Cannabis Reform Coalition said the group supports the idea of regulation and taxation, but 
currently is putting its focus on legalizing medicinal marijuana, according to CRC treasurer Alex 
Arsenault.


Medical might make more sense


"We did just pass Question 2 a few months ago," said Arsenault, who said that passing a bill for 
legalization might be tough because decriminalization was approved so recently. "The next logical 
step is legalizing medicinal marijuana."


"No living person is responsible for the prohibition laws," said Evans on a Web site, 
www.cantaxreg.com, that he created about the bill. "They were conceived three generations ago in a 
cultural and racial climate very different from our own, and very different from that to which we aspire. 
They are now, if anything, obsolete."


Evans said public officials who support continued prohibition efforts should explain how many more 
people need to be arrested, how much that will cost and where the money will come from.


"Absent any good answers to those questions, a productive discussion necessarily turns from 
whether to replace prohibition to how to replace it," he said.


Evans said states are not allowed to act on their own to create a system of taxation and regulation 
unless federal law allows it. However, states can repeal prohibition laws and leave enforcement up to 
federal  not state  officials. 


"That would surely get the attention of Congress," said Evans.


Laws concerning the operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of marijuana would not be
changed. The crime is punishable of a fine of up to $1,000 or imprisonment up to two years, or both, 
and may result in the loss of an offender's driver's license.


The current bill was first filed in the Massachusetts House in 1981, following a citizen petition. It was 
slightly modified and reintroduced this year.
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On another note


Now if we could just get Stan and Ellen to file a bill requiring the Umass Campus Center Hotel to pay the local 
hotel/motel tax that everybody else in the Valley pays (including Amherst College owned Lord Jeff Inn). That $100,000 
in revenue would come in handy right about now to the People's Republic of Amherst.
http://www.onlyintherepublicofamherst.blogspot.com/
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Monday, March 30, 2009


AMHERST  Working out of a busdrivers' breakroom in an 
overcrowded, 37yearold facility might have been cozy, but it 
wasn't ideal for research technician James Schleicher and his coworkers. 


However, that changed earlier this month when Schleicher and the staff of the Regional Traveler 
Information Center, a division of Transit Services at the University of Massachusetts, moved into new 
headquarters.


"It's wonderful," he said of his new workspace housed inside university's new $5 million Transit 
Center. "We've got room to spread out here."


Though the center has only three fulltime staff members, they frequently have students and faculty 
helping out with research.


Founded in 2001 by Paul Shuldiner, its director and principal investigator, the center's research 
provides a variety of data and services, including traffic information, realtime locations of PVTA 
buses, estimated Route 9 travel times, construction, congestion and weather advisories and regional 
tourism and event information.


The center's Web site, www.masstraveler.com, hosts 12 live Web cams of Routes 9 and 116 to 
monitor traffic speed, travel times and road conditions.


A recent request by CBS 3 in Springfield to use the camera footage for their televised traffic updates 
has the two organizations in negotiations, said Allan Byam, associate director for Campus 
Transportation Services.


Since the center is nonprofit and funded by grant money for research, the center will not ask for 
compensation from CBS 3 if they are allowed to use the video.


The idea could increase the popularity of the center's site, which gets between 70 to 200 hits per day 
depending on weather conditions and whether there are events that could create traffic backups. 
Campus events like commencements, movein day for oncampus residents in the fall, snowstorms 
and sporting activities have also spurred hikes in the number of visitors to the site.


Another service offered by the center measures the speed and travel time along area roadways. 
Sensors set up on the street read tollpaying transponders  like the Massachusetts Turnpike 
Authority's FAST LANE or EZPass, used in several Northeastern states  to track when a vehicle 
passes a certain point and then how long the vehicle takes to pass the next point.


However, between the two points there can be variables, such as if a driver were to make a stop 
somewhere. For example, between sensors installed along a 5mile stretch of Route 16 in 
Sunderland, motorists can stop at a 7Eleven convenience store or another 7Eleven gas station, 
causing the travel time to be irregularly long. These instances create exceptions in the data, which 
are filtered and not factored in with the other results.


"It's going to be hard in the summer when that ice cream stand opens," joked Byam, referring to the 
Sugarloaf Frostie takeout ice cream and food stand also between the two sensors on Route 116.


Privacy matters


The data collected by the sensors is privacy sensitive, meaning that only data needed to measure a 
vehicle's speed and travel time is gathered.


The center has received requests by police seeking archives of their collected data. However, the 
data from transponders provides no useful information to authorities, and Web cam images are 
deleted every few minutes.


Beyond their new, hightech facility, the center hopes to expand further by installing more cameras, 
including models which provide better views at nighttime, and put more sensors on the streets.


"We've got a lot of room to grow," said Byam.


As local roads are being improved or repaired, the group would like to install sensors in the pavement
to gauge road conditions and temperatures, which could help predict when a street may become icy 
or when snow will accumulate.


They are also looking to team with the university's Parking Services department, if and when 
electronic parking is introduced. The center would be able to provide realtime information concerning
when lots are full, pinpoint empty parking spaces and determine how long a spot has been occupied.


However, the plan for electronic parking is still in its "visionary phase," said Byam.


Dial 511


Similar to dialing 411 for information, 511 a new nationwide traveler information telephone number  
has already been implemented in the eastern part of the state and is making its way to western 
Massachusetts. According to Byam, the center would be involved in providing information to the 
traveler's hotline and could become its data center.


The center also has ambitions to install more Web cams in the area, including ones that could 
transmit data wirelessly. They mentioned locations like downtown Amherst and the Route 9/Bay Road 
intersection.


The Massachusetts Highway Department and the center may work together to add similar services 
such as Route 2 corridor travel advisories, and Sunderland Bridge and I91 corridor conditions. 


"We have a Christmas list of places of where we want to put our cameras," said Byam, but the 
feasibility of such projects depend on funding.


Maintaining the cameras, though, can be a process in itself.


"They're in a very hostile environment. So, they do require some service," said Schleicher.


In terms of the center's budget, he said, "We're hanging in there. Everyone is kind of treading water."


So far, the incoming grant money has not been affected by UMass budget cuts or by the slowed 
economy.


When the new facility was recreated this year, the building cost a lessthananticipated $2.9 million, 
allowing the center to use some of the $2.1 million in excess funding. Transit Center officials 
purchased more advanced equipment to fill the inside, Byam said.


Two powerful computer servers are among the upgrades for the center, which has given it "more 
breathing room," said Schleicher.


Aiding in the effort, transportation engineering students at the university have worked with the center 
to help research traffic congestion in the Pioneer Valley.


"If you're from Boston, this traffic is not an issue. But when the students come back for the semester, I
get annoyed when my commute goes from four minutes to 10 (minutes)," Byam said.
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Monday, March 30, 2009


AMHERST  Working out of a busdrivers' breakroom in an 
overcrowded, 37yearold facility might have been cozy, but it 
wasn't ideal for research technician James Schleicher and his coworkers. 


However, that changed earlier this month when Schleicher and the staff of the Regional Traveler 
Information Center, a division of Transit Services at the University of Massachusetts, moved into new 
headquarters.


"It's wonderful," he said of his new workspace housed inside university's new $5 million Transit 
Center. "We've got room to spread out here."


Though the center has only three fulltime staff members, they frequently have students and faculty 
helping out with research.


Founded in 2001 by Paul Shuldiner, its director and principal investigator, the center's research 
provides a variety of data and services, including traffic information, realtime locations of PVTA 
buses, estimated Route 9 travel times, construction, congestion and weather advisories and regional 
tourism and event information.


The center's Web site, www.masstraveler.com, hosts 12 live Web cams of Routes 9 and 116 to 
monitor traffic speed, travel times and road conditions.


A recent request by CBS 3 in Springfield to use the camera footage for their televised traffic updates 
has the two organizations in negotiations, said Allan Byam, associate director for Campus 
Transportation Services.


Since the center is nonprofit and funded by grant money for research, the center will not ask for 
compensation from CBS 3 if they are allowed to use the video.


The idea could increase the popularity of the center's site, which gets between 70 to 200 hits per day 
depending on weather conditions and whether there are events that could create traffic backups. 
Campus events like commencements, movein day for oncampus residents in the fall, snowstorms 
and sporting activities have also spurred hikes in the number of visitors to the site.


Another service offered by the center measures the speed and travel time along area roadways. 
Sensors set up on the street read tollpaying transponders  like the Massachusetts Turnpike 
Authority's FAST LANE or EZPass, used in several Northeastern states  to track when a vehicle 
passes a certain point and then how long the vehicle takes to pass the next point.


However, between the two points there can be variables, such as if a driver were to make a stop 
somewhere. For example, between sensors installed along a 5mile stretch of Route 16 in 
Sunderland, motorists can stop at a 7Eleven convenience store or another 7Eleven gas station, 
causing the travel time to be irregularly long. These instances create exceptions in the data, which 
are filtered and not factored in with the other results.


"It's going to be hard in the summer when that ice cream stand opens," joked Byam, referring to the 
Sugarloaf Frostie takeout ice cream and food stand also between the two sensors on Route 116.


Privacy matters


The data collected by the sensors is privacy sensitive, meaning that only data needed to measure a 
vehicle's speed and travel time is gathered.


The center has received requests by police seeking archives of their collected data. However, the 
data from transponders provides no useful information to authorities, and Web cam images are 
deleted every few minutes.


Beyond their new, hightech facility, the center hopes to expand further by installing more cameras, 
including models which provide better views at nighttime, and put more sensors on the streets.


"We've got a lot of room to grow," said Byam.


As local roads are being improved or repaired, the group would like to install sensors in the pavement
to gauge road conditions and temperatures, which could help predict when a street may become icy 
or when snow will accumulate.


They are also looking to team with the university's Parking Services department, if and when 
electronic parking is introduced. The center would be able to provide realtime information concerning
when lots are full, pinpoint empty parking spaces and determine how long a spot has been occupied.


However, the plan for electronic parking is still in its "visionary phase," said Byam.


Dial 511


Similar to dialing 411 for information, 511 a new nationwide traveler information telephone number  
has already been implemented in the eastern part of the state and is making its way to western 
Massachusetts. According to Byam, the center would be involved in providing information to the 
traveler's hotline and could become its data center.


The center also has ambitions to install more Web cams in the area, including ones that could 
transmit data wirelessly. They mentioned locations like downtown Amherst and the Route 9/Bay Road 
intersection.


The Massachusetts Highway Department and the center may work together to add similar services 
such as Route 2 corridor travel advisories, and Sunderland Bridge and I91 corridor conditions. 


"We have a Christmas list of places of where we want to put our cameras," said Byam, but the 
feasibility of such projects depend on funding.


Maintaining the cameras, though, can be a process in itself.


"They're in a very hostile environment. So, they do require some service," said Schleicher.


In terms of the center's budget, he said, "We're hanging in there. Everyone is kind of treading water."


So far, the incoming grant money has not been affected by UMass budget cuts or by the slowed 
economy.


When the new facility was recreated this year, the building cost a lessthananticipated $2.9 million, 
allowing the center to use some of the $2.1 million in excess funding. Transit Center officials 
purchased more advanced equipment to fill the inside, Byam said.


Two powerful computer servers are among the upgrades for the center, which has given it "more 
breathing room," said Schleicher.


Aiding in the effort, transportation engineering students at the university have worked with the center 
to help research traffic congestion in the Pioneer Valley.


"If you're from Boston, this traffic is not an issue. But when the students come back for the semester, I
get annoyed when my commute goes from four minutes to 10 (minutes)," Byam said.
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Monday, March 30, 2009


AMHERST  Working out of a busdrivers' breakroom in an 
overcrowded, 37yearold facility might have been cozy, but it 
wasn't ideal for research technician James Schleicher and his coworkers. 


However, that changed earlier this month when Schleicher and the staff of the Regional Traveler 
Information Center, a division of Transit Services at the University of Massachusetts, moved into new 
headquarters.


"It's wonderful," he said of his new workspace housed inside university's new $5 million Transit 
Center. "We've got room to spread out here."


Though the center has only three fulltime staff members, they frequently have students and faculty 
helping out with research.


Founded in 2001 by Paul Shuldiner, its director and principal investigator, the center's research 
provides a variety of data and services, including traffic information, realtime locations of PVTA 
buses, estimated Route 9 travel times, construction, congestion and weather advisories and regional 
tourism and event information.


The center's Web site, www.masstraveler.com, hosts 12 live Web cams of Routes 9 and 116 to 
monitor traffic speed, travel times and road conditions.


A recent request by CBS 3 in Springfield to use the camera footage for their televised traffic updates 
has the two organizations in negotiations, said Allan Byam, associate director for Campus 
Transportation Services.


Since the center is nonprofit and funded by grant money for research, the center will not ask for 
compensation from CBS 3 if they are allowed to use the video.


The idea could increase the popularity of the center's site, which gets between 70 to 200 hits per day 
depending on weather conditions and whether there are events that could create traffic backups. 
Campus events like commencements, movein day for oncampus residents in the fall, snowstorms 
and sporting activities have also spurred hikes in the number of visitors to the site.


Another service offered by the center measures the speed and travel time along area roadways. 
Sensors set up on the street read tollpaying transponders  like the Massachusetts Turnpike 
Authority's FAST LANE or EZPass, used in several Northeastern states  to track when a vehicle 
passes a certain point and then how long the vehicle takes to pass the next point.


However, between the two points there can be variables, such as if a driver were to make a stop 
somewhere. For example, between sensors installed along a 5mile stretch of Route 16 in 
Sunderland, motorists can stop at a 7Eleven convenience store or another 7Eleven gas station, 
causing the travel time to be irregularly long. These instances create exceptions in the data, which 
are filtered and not factored in with the other results.


"It's going to be hard in the summer when that ice cream stand opens," joked Byam, referring to the 
Sugarloaf Frostie takeout ice cream and food stand also between the two sensors on Route 116.


Privacy matters


The data collected by the sensors is privacy sensitive, meaning that only data needed to measure a 
vehicle's speed and travel time is gathered.


The center has received requests by police seeking archives of their collected data. However, the 
data from transponders provides no useful information to authorities, and Web cam images are 
deleted every few minutes.


Beyond their new, hightech facility, the center hopes to expand further by installing more cameras, 
including models which provide better views at nighttime, and put more sensors on the streets.


"We've got a lot of room to grow," said Byam.


As local roads are being improved or repaired, the group would like to install sensors in the pavement
to gauge road conditions and temperatures, which could help predict when a street may become icy 
or when snow will accumulate.


They are also looking to team with the university's Parking Services department, if and when 
electronic parking is introduced. The center would be able to provide realtime information concerning
when lots are full, pinpoint empty parking spaces and determine how long a spot has been occupied.


However, the plan for electronic parking is still in its "visionary phase," said Byam.


Dial 511


Similar to dialing 411 for information, 511 a new nationwide traveler information telephone number  
has already been implemented in the eastern part of the state and is making its way to western 
Massachusetts. According to Byam, the center would be involved in providing information to the 
traveler's hotline and could become its data center.


The center also has ambitions to install more Web cams in the area, including ones that could 
transmit data wirelessly. They mentioned locations like downtown Amherst and the Route 9/Bay Road 
intersection.


The Massachusetts Highway Department and the center may work together to add similar services 
such as Route 2 corridor travel advisories, and Sunderland Bridge and I91 corridor conditions. 


"We have a Christmas list of places of where we want to put our cameras," said Byam, but the 
feasibility of such projects depend on funding.


Maintaining the cameras, though, can be a process in itself.


"They're in a very hostile environment. So, they do require some service," said Schleicher.


In terms of the center's budget, he said, "We're hanging in there. Everyone is kind of treading water."


So far, the incoming grant money has not been affected by UMass budget cuts or by the slowed 
economy.


When the new facility was recreated this year, the building cost a lessthananticipated $2.9 million, 
allowing the center to use some of the $2.1 million in excess funding. Transit Center officials 
purchased more advanced equipment to fill the inside, Byam said.


Two powerful computer servers are among the upgrades for the center, which has given it "more 
breathing room," said Schleicher.


Aiding in the effort, transportation engineering students at the university have worked with the center 
to help research traffic congestion in the Pioneer Valley.


"If you're from Boston, this traffic is not an issue. But when the students come back for the semester, I
get annoyed when my commute goes from four minutes to 10 (minutes)," Byam said.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, April 3, 2009


SOUTH HADLEY  A notoriously successful mock trial team, Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter 
School in South Hadley came within a couple of points of advancing to the Massachusetts Bar 
Association's 2009 Mock Trial State Championship, but fell to Maimonides School of Brookline.


Competing in the semifinals held in Worcester midMarch extended the school's streak to nine straight
years of at least making it to the state quarterfinals. A win would have earned PVPA a sixth finals 
appearance since the school's program began in 1996.


"We did very well," said mock trial coach, former lawyer and director of history Gary Huggett. "We 
were a good team, but they were just a little bit better. Close, but no cigar."


The students' individual performances are rated on a scale of one to 10 and PVPA senior Thea 
Briggs, of Amherst, scored the lone perfect score for her school.


Sarah Fisher and Rafael Jaeger join Briggs as the team's three graduatestobe who have been in 
the mock trial program since they started high school. Their classmates Lyle Hathorne, Gary Forster 
and Ian Weston have all been on the mock trial team for three years, while fellow senior Jesse 
Hamelin joined this year.


Huggett said the seniors will be missed, but plans for the team to continue its successful run next 
year.


"We have a number of upandcomings," he said. 


After coaching a mock trial team and teaching history at a New Hampshire middle school, Huggett 
moved to PVPA where he continued to teach history and established the school's mock trial program. 
After two years, the team made it to the finals in 1998. In 2004 they returned again and won the state 
championship in 2005. PVPA also had final appearances in 2006 and 2008.


The program began its 24th year in January. The competition places high school teams from 16 
regions across the state in simulated courtroom situations where they assume the roles of lawyers, 
defendants and witnesses in hypothetical cases. This year's criminal case involved a murder trial in 
which the defendant, a veteran, raises posttraumatic stress disorder as an insanity defense against 
the charge of firstdegree murder. 


More than 100 high schools across the state initially signed up to participate in the 2009 program. 
The preliminary trials began at the end of January. Local attorneys served as both team coaches and
judges of the preliminary trials.


Maimonides School of Brookline beat Sharon High School for the championship at the Great Hall of 
Faneuil Hall on March 27.


For more information, visit www.massbar.org/mock.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, April 3, 2009


SOUTH HADLEY  A notoriously successful mock trial team, Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter 
School in South Hadley came within a couple of points of advancing to the Massachusetts Bar 
Association's 2009 Mock Trial State Championship, but fell to Maimonides School of Brookline.


Competing in the semifinals held in Worcester midMarch extended the school's streak to nine straight
years of at least making it to the state quarterfinals. A win would have earned PVPA a sixth finals 
appearance since the school's program began in 1996.


"We did very well," said mock trial coach, former lawyer and director of history Gary Huggett. "We 
were a good team, but they were just a little bit better. Close, but no cigar."


The students' individual performances are rated on a scale of one to 10 and PVPA senior Thea 
Briggs, of Amherst, scored the lone perfect score for her school.


Sarah Fisher and Rafael Jaeger join Briggs as the team's three graduatestobe who have been in 
the mock trial program since they started high school. Their classmates Lyle Hathorne, Gary Forster 
and Ian Weston have all been on the mock trial team for three years, while fellow senior Jesse 
Hamelin joined this year.


Huggett said the seniors will be missed, but plans for the team to continue its successful run next 
year.


"We have a number of upandcomings," he said. 


After coaching a mock trial team and teaching history at a New Hampshire middle school, Huggett 
moved to PVPA where he continued to teach history and established the school's mock trial program. 
After two years, the team made it to the finals in 1998. In 2004 they returned again and won the state 
championship in 2005. PVPA also had final appearances in 2006 and 2008.


The program began its 24th year in January. The competition places high school teams from 16 
regions across the state in simulated courtroom situations where they assume the roles of lawyers, 
defendants and witnesses in hypothetical cases. This year's criminal case involved a murder trial in 
which the defendant, a veteran, raises posttraumatic stress disorder as an insanity defense against 
the charge of firstdegree murder. 


More than 100 high schools across the state initially signed up to participate in the 2009 program. 
The preliminary trials began at the end of January. Local attorneys served as both team coaches and
judges of the preliminary trials.


Maimonides School of Brookline beat Sharon High School for the championship at the Great Hall of 
Faneuil Hall on March 27.


For more information, visit www.massbar.org/mock.
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Club claims protests derailed event, wants $444 back from school


By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Tuesday, April 7, 2009


AMHERST  The University of Massachusetts' Republican 
Club is seeking reimbursement from the campus' 
administration for a speech canceled several weeks ago due to disruptive protests.


With the help of the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), the club sent a letter to 
Chancellor Robert Holub requesting that UMass return $444.52 the club was charged by the 
university for three additional police officers, who were called due to a large number of protesters at 
the event.


On March 11, conservative pundit Don Feder, a former columnist for the Boston Herald and editorial 
director of sports radio WEEI, was scheduled to give a lecture  hosted by the Republican Club  on 
hate crime legislation. However, Feder ended the speech, which was supposed to last around an hour
and a half, after being repeatedly interrupted during the first 15 minutes.


"The university failed to uphold its end of the bargain, which is to provide enough security for the 
event to go on," said Adam Kissel, director of FIRE's Individual Rights Defense Program.


Kissel said by the university allowing the speech to be disrupted  and subsequently canceled  is a 
violation of First Amendment rights and that charging the club for extra security is unconstitutional.


"It could be that the administration didn't know (they were violating the club's rights) or it could be they
did and took advantage of the Republican Club," he said.


Charles T. Peterson, a member of the UMass Coalition Against Hate and the UMass International 
Socialist Organization, who protested at Feder's speech, said the Republican Club should not be 
reimbursed.


"Don Feder put down his microphone and decided not to continue his speech," he said "It seems to 
me that (the Republican Club) went out of their way to get a lot of people there and they succeeded, 
so they should be held responsible."


A letter sent from FIRE to the chancellor gives UMass until April 14 to respond.


"We have received that letter and we're in process of reviewing the matter," said university 
spokesman Ed Blaguszewski.


After the April 14 deadline, if the group has not heard from the university, it plans to consider a 
federal lawsuit against UMass for the event's entire cost of around $3,500, according to Brad 
DeFlumeri, vice president of the Republican Club. 


The pricetag includes the cost for renting the room where the speech was held, advertisement, 
security, fliers and the money paid to bring Feder to speak.


During an afternoon "Rally for Free Speech" hosted by the Republican Club at the Student Union last 
Wednesday, around 100 copies of The Minuteman newspaper were allegedly taken from a 
Minuteman distributor's hands and ripped up by students protesting in front of UMass Police Detective
Lisa Kidwell.


DeFlumeri, who is also the comanaging editor of The Minuteman, a monthly, studentrun 
conservative newspaper, which is printed by The Silent Majority group, said obstructing the 
distribution of a newspaper is a violation of First Amendment rights.


The Minuteman is executing a complaint through FIRE to the university and the UMass Police 
Department aimed at holding the students who took the newspapers responsible.


"Apparently the university told The Minuteman that since the papers are free, people can take as 
many as they like and do with them what they like," said Kissel, who described the protesters' actions 
as theft.


Blaguszewski said a police report was filed and are looking into the incident.
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Club claims protests derailed event, wants $444 back from school


By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Tuesday, April 7, 2009


AMHERST  The University of Massachusetts' Republican 
Club is seeking reimbursement from the campus' 
administration for a speech canceled several weeks ago due to disruptive protests.


With the help of the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), the club sent a letter to 
Chancellor Robert Holub requesting that UMass return $444.52 the club was charged by the 
university for three additional police officers, who were called due to a large number of protesters at 
the event.


On March 11, conservative pundit Don Feder, a former columnist for the Boston Herald and editorial 
director of sports radio WEEI, was scheduled to give a lecture  hosted by the Republican Club  on 
hate crime legislation. However, Feder ended the speech, which was supposed to last around an hour
and a half, after being repeatedly interrupted during the first 15 minutes.


"The university failed to uphold its end of the bargain, which is to provide enough security for the 
event to go on," said Adam Kissel, director of FIRE's Individual Rights Defense Program.


Kissel said by the university allowing the speech to be disrupted  and subsequently canceled  is a 
violation of First Amendment rights and that charging the club for extra security is unconstitutional.


"It could be that the administration didn't know (they were violating the club's rights) or it could be they
did and took advantage of the Republican Club," he said.


Charles T. Peterson, a member of the UMass Coalition Against Hate and the UMass International 
Socialist Organization, who protested at Feder's speech, said the Republican Club should not be 
reimbursed.


"Don Feder put down his microphone and decided not to continue his speech," he said "It seems to 
me that (the Republican Club) went out of their way to get a lot of people there and they succeeded, 
so they should be held responsible."


A letter sent from FIRE to the chancellor gives UMass until April 14 to respond.


"We have received that letter and we're in process of reviewing the matter," said university 
spokesman Ed Blaguszewski.


After the April 14 deadline, if the group has not heard from the university, it plans to consider a 
federal lawsuit against UMass for the event's entire cost of around $3,500, according to Brad 
DeFlumeri, vice president of the Republican Club. 


The pricetag includes the cost for renting the room where the speech was held, advertisement, 
security, fliers and the money paid to bring Feder to speak.


During an afternoon "Rally for Free Speech" hosted by the Republican Club at the Student Union last 
Wednesday, around 100 copies of The Minuteman newspaper were allegedly taken from a 
Minuteman distributor's hands and ripped up by students protesting in front of UMass Police Detective
Lisa Kidwell.


DeFlumeri, who is also the comanaging editor of The Minuteman, a monthly, studentrun 
conservative newspaper, which is printed by The Silent Majority group, said obstructing the 
distribution of a newspaper is a violation of First Amendment rights.


The Minuteman is executing a complaint through FIRE to the university and the UMass Police 
Department aimed at holding the students who took the newspapers responsible.


"Apparently the university told The Minuteman that since the papers are free, people can take as 
many as they like and do with them what they like," said Kissel, who described the protesters' actions 
as theft.


Blaguszewski said a police report was filed and are looking into the incident.
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Low ranking may help advance legislation


By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Wednesday, April 8, 2009


In 2008, Massachusetts had the nation's lowest rate of seat belt use, which not only costs lives, but 
will also prevent the commonwealth from receiving $13.6 million in federal transportation funds unless 
stricter seat belt laws are passed.


According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration data released Monday, 66.8 percent 
of state motorists buckled up in 2008 putting Massachusetts behind the 49 other states, including 2.4 
percent below thirdtolast New Hampshire  the only state without any seat belt laws. 


State seat belt use declined by 1.9 percent from 2007 in Massachusetts and is more than 16 percent 
below the 83percent national average. And though Massachusetts has gained ground since 
introducing the "Click It or Ticket" campaign in 2002, when 51 percent of drivers wore seat belts, the 
commonwealth is notorious for appearing at, or near, the bottom of the national list.


See a chart comparing Massachusetts with the rest of the New England states and the 
U.S.


If tougher seat belt enforcement legislation now pending is passed before June 30, the state would 
receive the $13.6 million in federal funding. The proposed law, turned back several times already, 
would allow officers to stop motorists who aren't buckled in, even if they committed no other violations.


Additionally, according to a December federal study, "Massachusetts could expect to save at least 
$5.7 million from injuries prevented in 2009 alone on its medical costs from the introduction of a 
¿primary' seat belt law." The total savings to all payers  including the state, residents injured in 
crashes, private insurance companies and the federal government  would be about $69.3 million. 


However, fatalities on Massachusetts highways fell from 434 deaths in 2007 to 310 in 2008  a 28.5 
percent drop, the largest percentage decline in the country, according to research by the Governors 
Highway Safety Association.


Massachusetts, along with 21 other states, enforces a secondary seat belt enforcement law meaning 
drivers cannot be pulled over or cited solely for not wearing their seat belts. Instead, they must be 
pulled over for another violation and would then face a maximum $25 fine on a first offense of not 
buckling up.


A primary enforcement bill passed in the Senate in 2006, but was defeated by a slim margin in the 
House. Similar bills in 2001 and 2003 were deadlocked in the House.


State Rep. Ellen Story, DAmherst, and state Sen. Stanley Rosenberg, DAmherst, both said they are 
in favor of the primary enforcement bill.


"There are some things we are number one in the nation for and should be proud of, but this is not 
one of them," said Story. "If there's ever a time we could use more money it's now."


Story said she feels more optimistic about the legislation being passed this year because of the 
state's lastplace finish and since there is millions of dollars at stake during at a time when budgets 
are being squeezed.


"It's quite a shame," said Rosenberg, referring to the bill having been defeated in past years. 
"Basically, this is about saving lives and the stubbornness on this point is inexplicable."


When asked if the federal funding should be a motivational factor to pass the bill, he said it could 
certainly help the state. but he added, "That's not really what this is about. It's about the lives and the 
devastation [not wearing seat belts] has caused."


Arguments against a primary enforcement bill include the idea that such a law would intrude on a 
driver's privacy and the right to choose whether or not to wear a seat belt, and that it would give 
police officers too much power to pull people over.


However, Rep. Richard Ross, RWrentham, disagrees and said he is writing a letter to House Speaker
Robert DeLeo requesting that the matter be brought before legislators.


"I don't think [the bill] is intrusive, I don't think it's big government," he said. "I think it's common 
sense."


After Maine's primary enforcement law went into effect in April 2008, the state saw an increase in use 
from 79.8 percent in 2007 to 83 percent in 2008.
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Low ranking may help advance legislation


By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Wednesday, April 8, 2009


In 2008, Massachusetts had the nation's lowest rate of seat belt use, which not only costs lives, but 
will also prevent the commonwealth from receiving $13.6 million in federal transportation funds unless 
stricter seat belt laws are passed.


According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration data released Monday, 66.8 percent 
of state motorists buckled up in 2008 putting Massachusetts behind the 49 other states, including 2.4 
percent below thirdtolast New Hampshire  the only state without any seat belt laws. 


State seat belt use declined by 1.9 percent from 2007 in Massachusetts and is more than 16 percent 
below the 83percent national average. And though Massachusetts has gained ground since 
introducing the "Click It or Ticket" campaign in 2002, when 51 percent of drivers wore seat belts, the 
commonwealth is notorious for appearing at, or near, the bottom of the national list.


See a chart comparing Massachusetts with the rest of the New England states and the 
U.S.


If tougher seat belt enforcement legislation now pending is passed before June 30, the state would 
receive the $13.6 million in federal funding. The proposed law, turned back several times already, 
would allow officers to stop motorists who aren't buckled in, even if they committed no other violations.


Additionally, according to a December federal study, "Massachusetts could expect to save at least 
$5.7 million from injuries prevented in 2009 alone on its medical costs from the introduction of a 
¿primary' seat belt law." The total savings to all payers  including the state, residents injured in 
crashes, private insurance companies and the federal government  would be about $69.3 million. 


However, fatalities on Massachusetts highways fell from 434 deaths in 2007 to 310 in 2008  a 28.5 
percent drop, the largest percentage decline in the country, according to research by the Governors 
Highway Safety Association.


Massachusetts, along with 21 other states, enforces a secondary seat belt enforcement law meaning 
drivers cannot be pulled over or cited solely for not wearing their seat belts. Instead, they must be 
pulled over for another violation and would then face a maximum $25 fine on a first offense of not 
buckling up.


A primary enforcement bill passed in the Senate in 2006, but was defeated by a slim margin in the 
House. Similar bills in 2001 and 2003 were deadlocked in the House.


State Rep. Ellen Story, DAmherst, and state Sen. Stanley Rosenberg, DAmherst, both said they are 
in favor of the primary enforcement bill.


"There are some things we are number one in the nation for and should be proud of, but this is not 
one of them," said Story. "If there's ever a time we could use more money it's now."


Story said she feels more optimistic about the legislation being passed this year because of the 
state's lastplace finish and since there is millions of dollars at stake during at a time when budgets 
are being squeezed.


"It's quite a shame," said Rosenberg, referring to the bill having been defeated in past years. 
"Basically, this is about saving lives and the stubbornness on this point is inexplicable."


When asked if the federal funding should be a motivational factor to pass the bill, he said it could 
certainly help the state. but he added, "That's not really what this is about. It's about the lives and the 
devastation [not wearing seat belts] has caused."


Arguments against a primary enforcement bill include the idea that such a law would intrude on a 
driver's privacy and the right to choose whether or not to wear a seat belt, and that it would give 
police officers too much power to pull people over.


However, Rep. Richard Ross, RWrentham, disagrees and said he is writing a letter to House Speaker
Robert DeLeo requesting that the matter be brought before legislators.


"I don't think [the bill] is intrusive, I don't think it's big government," he said. "I think it's common 
sense."


After Maine's primary enforcement law went into effect in April 2008, the state saw an increase in use 
from 79.8 percent in 2007 to 83 percent in 2008.
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, April 10, 2009


SOUTH HADLEY  "You're never going to smoke ever, right?" asked 18yearold South Hadley High 
School senior Josue Lopez of three South Hadley middle school boys.


The trio agreed and in doing so joined over 200 of their schoolmates  and 84 percent of the state's 
youth  in a lifelong pledge not to smoke cigarettes. The vows were made during The 84 Campaign, 
held for the first time by the high school's peer leader group Thursday afternoon.


Outside the Friendly's on Newton Street, middle school students were invited to sign one of several 
poster boards and make a smokefree promise. Each student who signed received a coupon for a 
free ice cream and a meal on the restaurant's behalf, partially funded by a grant.


"My mom smoked and she coughs a lot," said 13yearold Eli Stephens after making the commitment 
to stay away from cigarettes. "So I'm like, all right, that's not for me."


The event aimed to recruit fifth, sixth and seventhgraders  ages 10 to 14  to pledge because they 
are at a high risk to be tempted to smoke, said Karen Walsh Pio, faculty adviser for the peer leaders.


So, Walsh Pio chose to hold the campaign at a popular afterschool hangout for middle school 
students. 


"In order to get to them, I figured let's go to where they are," she said.


Friendly's district manager Scott Bellerose said that when Walsh Pio asked him whether the 
restaurant would host the event, he was happy to accommodate the group.


"I figured it was a great cause to latch onto," he said. "Friendly's is deeply rooted in the local 
community, and we try to do whatever we can to help out."


Around 25 peer leaders attended the campaign, met with the middle school students and had them 
commit to the cause.


"We're trying to stick up for our own values and teach them to the middle schoolers as well," said peer
leader Lauren Bonatakis, a 17yearold senior. 


Fellow peer leader Kate Paleologopoulos, a 15yearold sophomore, agreed. 


"I wanted to help the other kids and get them to be a part of the 84 percent of teens in Massachusetts
who don't smoke," she said.


The high school's peer leader group, with some 45 members, does other initiative work, including 
antidrinking and smoking campaigns, televised public service announcements, school assemblies, 
orientations for incoming high school freshmen and charity efforts with the Ronald McDonald House.


To become a peer leader, a student must be at least a sophomore, be nominated by two teachers, 
submit a twopage application and go through a review process. 


"We have some fabulous kids. I'm looking for kids who live what they say," Walsh Pio said. "At this 
age, the middle schoolers respect the high school students way more than the adults, because they 
look up to them."


Posters at the middle school and at Friendly's three days before the event helped advertise the 
cause and resulted in about onequarter of the 800student middle school attending. 


"They're pretty excited about it," said sophomore peer leader Troy Johnson, 17. "Even if it reaches 
one kid, it was worth it."


For some, the reason for staying away from cigarettes was simple.


"Because smoking is bad," said seventhgrader Emily Descheneaux, 13. "And, there's a lot of gross 
stuff in it," added 11yearold fifthgrader Taylor Hoagland. 


Fifthgrader Bridget Pedigo, 11, attended the event with her mom, Nancy, who is a smoker and has 
been trying to quit.


"I think it's good because I've been a smoker, and I'm glad she'd take this pledge to heart because it's
very hard to quit," said Nancy Pedigo. "So hopefully they take it seriously."


"I don't want to smoke because of the bad things it can do to your body," Bridget added.


In a world where online communication and social networking are becoming ever more popular for 
today's youth, Walsh Pio felt the campaign provided a unique connection for the students.


"It's critically important to have this kind of facetoface," she said. 


Walsh Pio said she will hang the signed posters in the middle school as a reminder to all who 
pledged.


"I'll be holding them to it," she said. "I have signed proof."
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, April 10, 2009


SOUTH HADLEY  "You're never going to smoke ever, right?" asked 18yearold South Hadley High 
School senior Josue Lopez of three South Hadley middle school boys.


The trio agreed and in doing so joined over 200 of their schoolmates  and 84 percent of the state's 
youth  in a lifelong pledge not to smoke cigarettes. The vows were made during The 84 Campaign, 
held for the first time by the high school's peer leader group Thursday afternoon.


Outside the Friendly's on Newton Street, middle school students were invited to sign one of several 
poster boards and make a smokefree promise. Each student who signed received a coupon for a 
free ice cream and a meal on the restaurant's behalf, partially funded by a grant.


"My mom smoked and she coughs a lot," said 13yearold Eli Stephens after making the commitment 
to stay away from cigarettes. "So I'm like, all right, that's not for me."


The event aimed to recruit fifth, sixth and seventhgraders  ages 10 to 14  to pledge because they 
are at a high risk to be tempted to smoke, said Karen Walsh Pio, faculty adviser for the peer leaders.


So, Walsh Pio chose to hold the campaign at a popular afterschool hangout for middle school 
students. 


"In order to get to them, I figured let's go to where they are," she said.


Friendly's district manager Scott Bellerose said that when Walsh Pio asked him whether the 
restaurant would host the event, he was happy to accommodate the group.


"I figured it was a great cause to latch onto," he said. "Friendly's is deeply rooted in the local 
community, and we try to do whatever we can to help out."


Around 25 peer leaders attended the campaign, met with the middle school students and had them 
commit to the cause.


"We're trying to stick up for our own values and teach them to the middle schoolers as well," said peer
leader Lauren Bonatakis, a 17yearold senior. 


Fellow peer leader Kate Paleologopoulos, a 15yearold sophomore, agreed. 


"I wanted to help the other kids and get them to be a part of the 84 percent of teens in Massachusetts
who don't smoke," she said.


The high school's peer leader group, with some 45 members, does other initiative work, including 
antidrinking and smoking campaigns, televised public service announcements, school assemblies, 
orientations for incoming high school freshmen and charity efforts with the Ronald McDonald House.


To become a peer leader, a student must be at least a sophomore, be nominated by two teachers, 
submit a twopage application and go through a review process. 


"We have some fabulous kids. I'm looking for kids who live what they say," Walsh Pio said. "At this 
age, the middle schoolers respect the high school students way more than the adults, because they 
look up to them."


Posters at the middle school and at Friendly's three days before the event helped advertise the 
cause and resulted in about onequarter of the 800student middle school attending. 


"They're pretty excited about it," said sophomore peer leader Troy Johnson, 17. "Even if it reaches 
one kid, it was worth it."


For some, the reason for staying away from cigarettes was simple.


"Because smoking is bad," said seventhgrader Emily Descheneaux, 13. "And, there's a lot of gross 
stuff in it," added 11yearold fifthgrader Taylor Hoagland. 


Fifthgrader Bridget Pedigo, 11, attended the event with her mom, Nancy, who is a smoker and has 
been trying to quit.


"I think it's good because I've been a smoker, and I'm glad she'd take this pledge to heart because it's
very hard to quit," said Nancy Pedigo. "So hopefully they take it seriously."


"I don't want to smoke because of the bad things it can do to your body," Bridget added.


In a world where online communication and social networking are becoming ever more popular for 
today's youth, Walsh Pio felt the campaign provided a unique connection for the students.


"It's critically important to have this kind of facetoface," she said. 


Walsh Pio said she will hang the signed posters in the middle school as a reminder to all who 
pledged.


"I'll be holding them to it," she said. "I have signed proof."
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, April 10, 2009


AMHERST  University of Massachusetts researchers hope an 
earmark of $650,000 in federal stimulus money will further 
their study of the climate's future  including potential effects of global warming. 


The Climate System Research Center of the Department of Geosciences at UMass is slated to 
receive the money, pending approval of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. It plans to 
buy laboratory and field equipment.


"It will be very helpful," said Raymond Bradley, director of the center and geosciences professor. "It 
will help us leverage additional funding."


The approval process could take several months to a year, he said. "A lot of people think these 
earmarks are just checks in the mail, but they're not," said Bradley. "You have work with the federal 
agencies."


The center relies completely on federal grants to finance its research, which includes work in its 
headquarters in the Hasbrouck building at UMass and labs in the Morrill Science Center, as well as in 
the field.


The staff of around 30 postdoctoral researchers, graduate students, scientists, faculty and a few 
undergraduates, have journeyed to Kilimanjaro, Peru, Norway, Antarctica, the arctic of Canada, Brazil
and Bermuda, among other places, to collect climate data.


Their focus: studying past variations in climate patterns  and understanding why such changes 
occurred.


Sediments, lakes and oceans, ice cores, tree rings and cave deposits are sampled because they 
preserve information useful in understanding how the climate has changed, specifically regarding the 
atmosphere, oceans, biosphere, land surface, snow and ice.


Using those records, scientists also explore present and future climate model forecasts.


When looking at how the climate has changed historically, the researchers ask themselves, "Is it 
unusual and is it unique?" said Bradley.


Growing recognition


Over the center's 20 years, Bradley said he has seen the initial six or sevenperson staff grow, and 
their work now receives national recognition.


Several of the center's members were contributors to reports issued by the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change. Those reports earned the panel the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize shared with former 
Vice President Al Gore.


Bradley has also seen the center focus more on global warming.


"Of course, we're all interested in global warming, which is caused by humans, but we also want to 
know the underlying natural variability," he said.


Studying natural variability, how the climate has changed prior to possible manmade reasons, helps 
researchers determine how humans are affecting the environment.


Bradley said the work he has done makes him believe the Earth is warming and it is due to man's 
carbon dioxide emissions. "It's going to get warmer because of human effects on the climate," he said.


Countering views


In recent weeks, a newspaper advertisement from the Cato Institute, a nonprofit public policy research
foundation based in Washington, displayed more than 100 signatures of scientists who feel claims of 
global warming have been exaggerated.


"The case for alarm regarding climate change is grossly overstated," the ad said. "Surface 
temperature changes over the past century have been episodic and modest and there has been no 
net global warming for over a decade now."


However, according to Bradley, those who deny the warming scenario look selectively at scientific 
data. He believes the planet is not headed toward an ice age, as some scientists have claimed. "I 
think, as a whole, climate scientists agree the earth is warming," he said. "There is a very strong 
consensus."


Bradley said the researchers would like the university to invest in a new, larger center, but realizes 
that hope could be a ways away off, given the ongoing campus budget crisis.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, April 10, 2009


AMHERST  University of Massachusetts researchers hope an 
earmark of $650,000 in federal stimulus money will further 
their study of the climate's future  including potential effects of global warming. 


The Climate System Research Center of the Department of Geosciences at UMass is slated to 
receive the money, pending approval of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. It plans to 
buy laboratory and field equipment.


"It will be very helpful," said Raymond Bradley, director of the center and geosciences professor. "It 
will help us leverage additional funding."


The approval process could take several months to a year, he said. "A lot of people think these 
earmarks are just checks in the mail, but they're not," said Bradley. "You have work with the federal 
agencies."


The center relies completely on federal grants to finance its research, which includes work in its 
headquarters in the Hasbrouck building at UMass and labs in the Morrill Science Center, as well as in 
the field.


The staff of around 30 postdoctoral researchers, graduate students, scientists, faculty and a few 
undergraduates, have journeyed to Kilimanjaro, Peru, Norway, Antarctica, the arctic of Canada, Brazil
and Bermuda, among other places, to collect climate data.


Their focus: studying past variations in climate patterns  and understanding why such changes 
occurred.


Sediments, lakes and oceans, ice cores, tree rings and cave deposits are sampled because they 
preserve information useful in understanding how the climate has changed, specifically regarding the 
atmosphere, oceans, biosphere, land surface, snow and ice.


Using those records, scientists also explore present and future climate model forecasts.


When looking at how the climate has changed historically, the researchers ask themselves, "Is it 
unusual and is it unique?" said Bradley.


Growing recognition


Over the center's 20 years, Bradley said he has seen the initial six or sevenperson staff grow, and 
their work now receives national recognition.


Several of the center's members were contributors to reports issued by the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change. Those reports earned the panel the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize shared with former 
Vice President Al Gore.


Bradley has also seen the center focus more on global warming.


"Of course, we're all interested in global warming, which is caused by humans, but we also want to 
know the underlying natural variability," he said.


Studying natural variability, how the climate has changed prior to possible manmade reasons, helps 
researchers determine how humans are affecting the environment.


Bradley said the work he has done makes him believe the Earth is warming and it is due to man's 
carbon dioxide emissions. "It's going to get warmer because of human effects on the climate," he said.


Countering views


In recent weeks, a newspaper advertisement from the Cato Institute, a nonprofit public policy research
foundation based in Washington, displayed more than 100 signatures of scientists who feel claims of 
global warming have been exaggerated.


"The case for alarm regarding climate change is grossly overstated," the ad said. "Surface 
temperature changes over the past century have been episodic and modest and there has been no 
net global warming for over a decade now."


However, according to Bradley, those who deny the warming scenario look selectively at scientific 
data. He believes the planet is not headed toward an ice age, as some scientists have claimed. "I 
think, as a whole, climate scientists agree the earth is warming," he said. "There is a very strong 
consensus."


Bradley said the researchers would like the university to invest in a new, larger center, but realizes 
that hope could be a ways away off, given the ongoing campus budget crisis.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, April 13, 2009


Suggestions that the suicide of a Springfield sixthgrader last week was spurred by bullying cast light 
on an insidious problem Valley educators say they work hard to address. 


Educators in the area say bullying is a problem that has grown in recent years, especially with the 
advent of the Internet and the emergence of cell phones as new means of harassment. Schools are 
dealing with the problem in various ways, taking advantage of programs offered by the Northwestern 
District Attorney's office, increasing rules against new technology and offering their own inhouse 
workshops and assemblies to educate students of the dangers of bullying.


Bullying tends to happen mostly at the middle school level, during the seventh, eighth and ninth 
grades, when children start to experiment with social relationships and are greatly influenced by 
outside factors, said Curtis Frick, the chief of the Delinquency Prevention Unit, who works with the 
Northwestern District Attorney's office in Northampton. 


Frick's group provides assistance directly to schools that need help carrying out their anti bullying 
and antiharassment policies, particularly when students who engage in such behavior cross a line 
into criminality. 


Schools can reach out to the DA's office for help with students age 7 to 17 who are harassing others 
and may be facing criminal charges. 


Frick says the program allows these youths to enter a diversion program, instead of acquiring a court 
record.


In regard to the incident last week in Springfield, Frick said, "I don't have any possible knowledge of 
similar instances, but it doesn't mean it's not happening ... it's out there." 


Springfield tragedy


In Springfield, Carl J. WalkerHoover, 11, died April 6 after apparently hanging himself with an 
extension cord at home. His mother, Sirdeaner L. Walker, has said her son was being taunted and 
bullied at school. WalkerHoover attended the New Leadership Charter School. His mother called 
Thursday for an inquiry into what happened.


Frick said bullying is a problem everywhere.


"Each school definitely has their social issues among their students. It doesn't matter if it's a city 
school  like Northampton or Easthampton  or one in the Hilltowns." 


The DA's office also offers a violenceintervention program, which assists schools in preventing 
bullying and other specific violent incidents. The 4yearold program trains educators, parents and 
students about bullying and violence. It works with children ages 7 to 18. 


Smith Academy in Hatfield has used the DA's program, as well as its own workshops for middle
schoolers, according to Principal Scott Goldman. 


"We have run bullying workshops at the middle school level, just in a proactive, preventive way," 
Goldman said.


The principal said bullying is, without a doubt, a serious issue for this age group. "(Bullying) is fairly 
prevalent at the middle school age. Students can tend to be anywhere from clearly, intentionally 
bullying to unknowingly behaving in ways that are having that effect. It's an age where those types of 
programs make sense to do," he said.


Because schools and situations are different, programs must adjust their approaches. "You cannot 
just plug in the x's and the y's in these situations. You try to look at each (incident) carefully so that 
your intervention has the desired outcome."


Goldman said bullying incidents at Smith Academy are dealt with by guidance counselors and the 
administration. At workshops, they emphasize communication and empathy, as well as trying to focus 
attention on being the victim of bullying.


Students are also coached on what to do if they become witnesses or bystanders to bullying, by 
explaining responsibilities to come forward. 


Goldman declined to comment specifically on the incident in Springfield, but said that attention should
be placed on making school a safe environment for every student. "When you think about the 
teenagers who end up hurting themselves, a lot of what is behind that is feeling like school is not a 
safe place  and it's sad." 


Amherst's approach


Libby Hurley, assistant principal at the Amherst Regional Middle School, said bullying cannot be 
ignored. 


"The incident in Springfield is truly an unfortunate circumstance. It is heartwrenching, but just shows 
the vigilance that is needed in paying attention to certain cues. That's my job," Hurley said. "That's 
what I do. I pay attention to kids."


Amherst Middle School does not participate in outside bullyingprevention programs, but its 
counselors attend training on the subject and students sit for a schoolwide assembly on 
"Cooperation, Participation, and Respect" that targets the problem of bullying. 


Like Goldman, Hurley said schools must be safe places that can confront bullying. "What is really 
effective is to build the case that makes the kids feel comfortable that they can talk confidentially."


To achieve this safe space, AMS has a "bluebox system" in place, said Hurley. The system allows 
students to anonymously drop notes into blue boxes set up in various places in the school, in case 
they feel the administration should know something but students don't want to be labeled a "snitch."


Cyberworld's dangers


Another complication in bullying, Hurley noted, is the problems caused by the Internet and cell 
phones. She said the Amherst school's handbook outlines several rules created in an attempt to cut 
back on these issues. 


"Cell phones are not to be seen at school. If they are, they are held by an administrator, and if we 
have information that a student has done anything inappropriate with their cell phone, (such as taking
inappropriate photos or sending harassing text messages) they are usually not allowed to leave until 
the pictures or the messages have been deleted," Hurley said.


Most important, Hurley notes, is paying attention to what's going on among students. "We are 
constantly checking the school climate ... as soon as we get any information (about bullying), we 
move on it right away. It is something we don't tolerate."


Gazette intern Matt Rocheleau contributed to this story.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, April 13, 2009


Suggestions that the suicide of a Springfield sixthgrader last week was spurred by bullying cast light 
on an insidious problem Valley educators say they work hard to address. 


Educators in the area say bullying is a problem that has grown in recent years, especially with the 
advent of the Internet and the emergence of cell phones as new means of harassment. Schools are 
dealing with the problem in various ways, taking advantage of programs offered by the Northwestern 
District Attorney's office, increasing rules against new technology and offering their own inhouse 
workshops and assemblies to educate students of the dangers of bullying.


Bullying tends to happen mostly at the middle school level, during the seventh, eighth and ninth 
grades, when children start to experiment with social relationships and are greatly influenced by 
outside factors, said Curtis Frick, the chief of the Delinquency Prevention Unit, who works with the 
Northwestern District Attorney's office in Northampton. 


Frick's group provides assistance directly to schools that need help carrying out their anti bullying 
and antiharassment policies, particularly when students who engage in such behavior cross a line 
into criminality. 


Schools can reach out to the DA's office for help with students age 7 to 17 who are harassing others 
and may be facing criminal charges. 


Frick says the program allows these youths to enter a diversion program, instead of acquiring a court 
record.


In regard to the incident last week in Springfield, Frick said, "I don't have any possible knowledge of 
similar instances, but it doesn't mean it's not happening ... it's out there." 


Springfield tragedy


In Springfield, Carl J. WalkerHoover, 11, died April 6 after apparently hanging himself with an 
extension cord at home. His mother, Sirdeaner L. Walker, has said her son was being taunted and 
bullied at school. WalkerHoover attended the New Leadership Charter School. His mother called 
Thursday for an inquiry into what happened.


Frick said bullying is a problem everywhere.


"Each school definitely has their social issues among their students. It doesn't matter if it's a city 
school  like Northampton or Easthampton  or one in the Hilltowns." 


The DA's office also offers a violenceintervention program, which assists schools in preventing 
bullying and other specific violent incidents. The 4yearold program trains educators, parents and 
students about bullying and violence. It works with children ages 7 to 18. 


Smith Academy in Hatfield has used the DA's program, as well as its own workshops for middle
schoolers, according to Principal Scott Goldman. 


"We have run bullying workshops at the middle school level, just in a proactive, preventive way," 
Goldman said.


The principal said bullying is, without a doubt, a serious issue for this age group. "(Bullying) is fairly 
prevalent at the middle school age. Students can tend to be anywhere from clearly, intentionally 
bullying to unknowingly behaving in ways that are having that effect. It's an age where those types of 
programs make sense to do," he said.


Because schools and situations are different, programs must adjust their approaches. "You cannot 
just plug in the x's and the y's in these situations. You try to look at each (incident) carefully so that 
your intervention has the desired outcome."


Goldman said bullying incidents at Smith Academy are dealt with by guidance counselors and the 
administration. At workshops, they emphasize communication and empathy, as well as trying to focus 
attention on being the victim of bullying.


Students are also coached on what to do if they become witnesses or bystanders to bullying, by 
explaining responsibilities to come forward. 


Goldman declined to comment specifically on the incident in Springfield, but said that attention should
be placed on making school a safe environment for every student. "When you think about the 
teenagers who end up hurting themselves, a lot of what is behind that is feeling like school is not a 
safe place  and it's sad." 


Amherst's approach


Libby Hurley, assistant principal at the Amherst Regional Middle School, said bullying cannot be 
ignored. 


"The incident in Springfield is truly an unfortunate circumstance. It is heartwrenching, but just shows 
the vigilance that is needed in paying attention to certain cues. That's my job," Hurley said. "That's 
what I do. I pay attention to kids."


Amherst Middle School does not participate in outside bullyingprevention programs, but its 
counselors attend training on the subject and students sit for a schoolwide assembly on 
"Cooperation, Participation, and Respect" that targets the problem of bullying. 


Like Goldman, Hurley said schools must be safe places that can confront bullying. "What is really 
effective is to build the case that makes the kids feel comfortable that they can talk confidentially."


To achieve this safe space, AMS has a "bluebox system" in place, said Hurley. The system allows 
students to anonymously drop notes into blue boxes set up in various places in the school, in case 
they feel the administration should know something but students don't want to be labeled a "snitch."


Cyberworld's dangers


Another complication in bullying, Hurley noted, is the problems caused by the Internet and cell 
phones. She said the Amherst school's handbook outlines several rules created in an attempt to cut 
back on these issues. 


"Cell phones are not to be seen at school. If they are, they are held by an administrator, and if we 
have information that a student has done anything inappropriate with their cell phone, (such as taking
inappropriate photos or sending harassing text messages) they are usually not allowed to leave until 
the pictures or the messages have been deleted," Hurley said.


Most important, Hurley notes, is paying attention to what's going on among students. "We are 
constantly checking the school climate ... as soon as we get any information (about bullying), we 
move on it right away. It is something we don't tolerate."


Gazette intern Matt Rocheleau contributed to this story.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, April 13, 2009


Suggestions that the suicide of a Springfield sixthgrader last week was spurred by bullying cast light 
on an insidious problem Valley educators say they work hard to address. 


Educators in the area say bullying is a problem that has grown in recent years, especially with the 
advent of the Internet and the emergence of cell phones as new means of harassment. Schools are 
dealing with the problem in various ways, taking advantage of programs offered by the Northwestern 
District Attorney's office, increasing rules against new technology and offering their own inhouse 
workshops and assemblies to educate students of the dangers of bullying.


Bullying tends to happen mostly at the middle school level, during the seventh, eighth and ninth 
grades, when children start to experiment with social relationships and are greatly influenced by 
outside factors, said Curtis Frick, the chief of the Delinquency Prevention Unit, who works with the 
Northwestern District Attorney's office in Northampton. 


Frick's group provides assistance directly to schools that need help carrying out their anti bullying 
and antiharassment policies, particularly when students who engage in such behavior cross a line 
into criminality. 


Schools can reach out to the DA's office for help with students age 7 to 17 who are harassing others 
and may be facing criminal charges. 


Frick says the program allows these youths to enter a diversion program, instead of acquiring a court 
record.


In regard to the incident last week in Springfield, Frick said, "I don't have any possible knowledge of 
similar instances, but it doesn't mean it's not happening ... it's out there." 


Springfield tragedy


In Springfield, Carl J. WalkerHoover, 11, died April 6 after apparently hanging himself with an 
extension cord at home. His mother, Sirdeaner L. Walker, has said her son was being taunted and 
bullied at school. WalkerHoover attended the New Leadership Charter School. His mother called 
Thursday for an inquiry into what happened.


Frick said bullying is a problem everywhere.


"Each school definitely has their social issues among their students. It doesn't matter if it's a city 
school  like Northampton or Easthampton  or one in the Hilltowns." 


The DA's office also offers a violenceintervention program, which assists schools in preventing 
bullying and other specific violent incidents. The 4yearold program trains educators, parents and 
students about bullying and violence. It works with children ages 7 to 18. 


Smith Academy in Hatfield has used the DA's program, as well as its own workshops for middle
schoolers, according to Principal Scott Goldman. 


"We have run bullying workshops at the middle school level, just in a proactive, preventive way," 
Goldman said.


The principal said bullying is, without a doubt, a serious issue for this age group. "(Bullying) is fairly 
prevalent at the middle school age. Students can tend to be anywhere from clearly, intentionally 
bullying to unknowingly behaving in ways that are having that effect. It's an age where those types of 
programs make sense to do," he said.


Because schools and situations are different, programs must adjust their approaches. "You cannot 
just plug in the x's and the y's in these situations. You try to look at each (incident) carefully so that 
your intervention has the desired outcome."


Goldman said bullying incidents at Smith Academy are dealt with by guidance counselors and the 
administration. At workshops, they emphasize communication and empathy, as well as trying to focus 
attention on being the victim of bullying.


Students are also coached on what to do if they become witnesses or bystanders to bullying, by 
explaining responsibilities to come forward. 


Goldman declined to comment specifically on the incident in Springfield, but said that attention should
be placed on making school a safe environment for every student. "When you think about the 
teenagers who end up hurting themselves, a lot of what is behind that is feeling like school is not a 
safe place  and it's sad." 


Amherst's approach


Libby Hurley, assistant principal at the Amherst Regional Middle School, said bullying cannot be 
ignored. 


"The incident in Springfield is truly an unfortunate circumstance. It is heartwrenching, but just shows 
the vigilance that is needed in paying attention to certain cues. That's my job," Hurley said. "That's 
what I do. I pay attention to kids."


Amherst Middle School does not participate in outside bullyingprevention programs, but its 
counselors attend training on the subject and students sit for a schoolwide assembly on 
"Cooperation, Participation, and Respect" that targets the problem of bullying. 


Like Goldman, Hurley said schools must be safe places that can confront bullying. "What is really 
effective is to build the case that makes the kids feel comfortable that they can talk confidentially."


To achieve this safe space, AMS has a "bluebox system" in place, said Hurley. The system allows 
students to anonymously drop notes into blue boxes set up in various places in the school, in case 
they feel the administration should know something but students don't want to be labeled a "snitch."


Cyberworld's dangers


Another complication in bullying, Hurley noted, is the problems caused by the Internet and cell 
phones. She said the Amherst school's handbook outlines several rules created in an attempt to cut 
back on these issues. 


"Cell phones are not to be seen at school. If they are, they are held by an administrator, and if we 
have information that a student has done anything inappropriate with their cell phone, (such as taking
inappropriate photos or sending harassing text messages) they are usually not allowed to leave until 
the pictures or the messages have been deleted," Hurley said.


Most important, Hurley notes, is paying attention to what's going on among students. "We are 
constantly checking the school climate ... as soon as we get any information (about bullying), we 
move on it right away. It is something we don't tolerate."


Gazette intern Matt Rocheleau contributed to this story.
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Low rates, buyer incentives could spur rise in sales


By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, April 20, 2009


"If we're not at the bottom now, then we're very close. I think you'll start seeing a 
stabilization, though you're not going to see anything dramatic right away."
Mark Abramson, president of the Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley 


After a slow winter, Hampshire County realestate observers expect increased activity on the housing 
market, as the peak selling season arrives.


Home sales will rise in coming months, they predict, due to a federal tax credit, historically low interest 
rates and declining home prices.


And the government's incentive for firsttime homebuyers may help lubricate the whole market, they 
note, by allowing sellers of lowerpriced homes to invest their equity higher up in the market. 


But by the numbers, Hampshire County real estate was not off to a good start in 2009. Sales in 
Hampshire County were down by 11.5 percent in March  from 52 sales in 2008 to 46 this year. 


According to data from the Multiple Listing Service, the total market volume for Hampshire County in 
March has gone down for the past four years and has been nearly cut in half, from $23,610,447 in 
2006 to $12,092,105 this year. 


The number of singlefamily homes sold during the first quarter of 2009 in Hampshire County dropped
by nearly 25 percent compared with the same three months of 2008, with median prices down nearly 
8 percent.


Franklin County did a little better in the quarter. The number of sales fell 20 percent in the first 
quarter of this year compared with 2008, with median prices off 3 percent. 


The picture was a little better for the Valley's three counties as a whole. For the quarter, sales of 
singlefamily homes in the Pioneer Valley was down 12 percent, with prices off 13 percent. The 
picture improved in March (compared to that month last year), with sales rising 3.9 percent.


Mark Abramson, president of the Springfieldbased Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley, Inc., said 
the decline in Hampshire County is likely from buyers holding back because of uncertainty about the 
federal stimulus package  and out of concern about the economy in general.  


Also, a slow housing market may have kept some sellers from listing their homes in hopes of waiting 
until demand increased.


"I expect to be seeing a great amount of activity in the coming months," said Abramson. "Firsttime 
homebuyers are really hitting the market."


Abramson said he expects a turnaround, especially since the real estate business tends to be busiest
between April and July and the recently approved the federal stimulus plan provides incentives for 
firsttime homebuyers looking for lowerpriced housing. 


A tax credit of up to $8,000 is available for qualified firsttime home buyers who purchase a home 
before Dec. 1. The new credit does not have to be repaid, unlike the tax credit enacted in 2008.


"The tax credit is going to have its impact on the lower end of the market," said David A. Murphy of 
The Murphys Realtors in Northampton.


Several Realtors agreed that increased sales of lowerend homes to firsttime buyers can help the 
entire housing market by allowing current lowerlevel homeowners to sell and then upgrade to mid
level homes  and then midlevel homeowners can sell and move up as well. 


Abramson said interest rates at alltime lows  under 5 percent, according to Freddie Mac  have been
a big factor in the recent jump in activity because it increases affordability.


Linda Rotti, sales manager of Jones Group Realtors in Amherst and past president of the Realtor 
Association of Pioneer Valley, is optimistic the slumping housing market will rebound.


"Personally, I think the worst of this is over," she said.


Abramson agreed. "If we're not at the bottom now, then we're very close," he said. "I think you'll start 
seeing a stabilization, though you're not going to see anything dramatic right away."


Rotti said the 10.8 percent drop in median prices in the county from a year ago during March and a 
7.9 percent decline this quarter has been due to more homes being sold in the lower price range, 
since there are more incentives right now for firsttime and lowerlevel buyers. 


Murphy said he, too, is optimistic, but remains reluctant to forecast how the market will respond.


"It's a good sign that we're busy, but, right now, it's hard to say what the numbers will look like come 
the end of June," he said. "We need data. We need closed sales. I think it's premature to predict 
without those numbers of sales."


Inventory down


Inventory has also declined by 12.3 percent, or by around 350 homes from a year ago in the Pioneer 
Valley, though the number of homes on the market remains above average, said Abramson.


Abramson and Rotti each said the real estate market has historically been a major factor in bringing 
economies out of a recession because it affects other areas of the economy including bankers, 
lawyers, builders, construction workers, contractors and home improvement, in addition to Realtors 
and homeowners.
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Low rates, buyer incentives could spur rise in sales


By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, April 20, 2009


"If we're not at the bottom now, then we're very close. I think you'll start seeing a 
stabilization, though you're not going to see anything dramatic right away."
Mark Abramson, president of the Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley 


After a slow winter, Hampshire County realestate observers expect increased activity on the housing 
market, as the peak selling season arrives.


Home sales will rise in coming months, they predict, due to a federal tax credit, historically low interest 
rates and declining home prices.


And the government's incentive for firsttime homebuyers may help lubricate the whole market, they 
note, by allowing sellers of lowerpriced homes to invest their equity higher up in the market. 


But by the numbers, Hampshire County real estate was not off to a good start in 2009. Sales in 
Hampshire County were down by 11.5 percent in March  from 52 sales in 2008 to 46 this year. 


According to data from the Multiple Listing Service, the total market volume for Hampshire County in 
March has gone down for the past four years and has been nearly cut in half, from $23,610,447 in 
2006 to $12,092,105 this year. 


The number of singlefamily homes sold during the first quarter of 2009 in Hampshire County dropped
by nearly 25 percent compared with the same three months of 2008, with median prices down nearly 
8 percent.


Franklin County did a little better in the quarter. The number of sales fell 20 percent in the first 
quarter of this year compared with 2008, with median prices off 3 percent. 


The picture was a little better for the Valley's three counties as a whole. For the quarter, sales of 
singlefamily homes in the Pioneer Valley was down 12 percent, with prices off 13 percent. The 
picture improved in March (compared to that month last year), with sales rising 3.9 percent.


Mark Abramson, president of the Springfieldbased Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley, Inc., said 
the decline in Hampshire County is likely from buyers holding back because of uncertainty about the 
federal stimulus package  and out of concern about the economy in general.  


Also, a slow housing market may have kept some sellers from listing their homes in hopes of waiting 
until demand increased.


"I expect to be seeing a great amount of activity in the coming months," said Abramson. "Firsttime 
homebuyers are really hitting the market."


Abramson said he expects a turnaround, especially since the real estate business tends to be busiest
between April and July and the recently approved the federal stimulus plan provides incentives for 
firsttime homebuyers looking for lowerpriced housing. 


A tax credit of up to $8,000 is available for qualified firsttime home buyers who purchase a home 
before Dec. 1. The new credit does not have to be repaid, unlike the tax credit enacted in 2008.


"The tax credit is going to have its impact on the lower end of the market," said David A. Murphy of 
The Murphys Realtors in Northampton.


Several Realtors agreed that increased sales of lowerend homes to firsttime buyers can help the 
entire housing market by allowing current lowerlevel homeowners to sell and then upgrade to mid
level homes  and then midlevel homeowners can sell and move up as well. 


Abramson said interest rates at alltime lows  under 5 percent, according to Freddie Mac  have been
a big factor in the recent jump in activity because it increases affordability.


Linda Rotti, sales manager of Jones Group Realtors in Amherst and past president of the Realtor 
Association of Pioneer Valley, is optimistic the slumping housing market will rebound.


"Personally, I think the worst of this is over," she said.


Abramson agreed. "If we're not at the bottom now, then we're very close," he said. "I think you'll start 
seeing a stabilization, though you're not going to see anything dramatic right away."


Rotti said the 10.8 percent drop in median prices in the county from a year ago during March and a 
7.9 percent decline this quarter has been due to more homes being sold in the lower price range, 
since there are more incentives right now for firsttime and lowerlevel buyers. 


Murphy said he, too, is optimistic, but remains reluctant to forecast how the market will respond.


"It's a good sign that we're busy, but, right now, it's hard to say what the numbers will look like come 
the end of June," he said. "We need data. We need closed sales. I think it's premature to predict 
without those numbers of sales."


Inventory down


Inventory has also declined by 12.3 percent, or by around 350 homes from a year ago in the Pioneer 
Valley, though the number of homes on the market remains above average, said Abramson.


Abramson and Rotti each said the real estate market has historically been a major factor in bringing 
economies out of a recession because it affects other areas of the economy including bankers, 
lawyers, builders, construction workers, contractors and home improvement, in addition to Realtors 
and homeowners.
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Low rates, buyer incentives could spur rise in sales


By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, April 20, 2009


"If we're not at the bottom now, then we're very close. I think you'll start seeing a 
stabilization, though you're not going to see anything dramatic right away."
Mark Abramson, president of the Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley 


After a slow winter, Hampshire County realestate observers expect increased activity on the housing 
market, as the peak selling season arrives.


Home sales will rise in coming months, they predict, due to a federal tax credit, historically low interest 
rates and declining home prices.


And the government's incentive for firsttime homebuyers may help lubricate the whole market, they 
note, by allowing sellers of lowerpriced homes to invest their equity higher up in the market. 


But by the numbers, Hampshire County real estate was not off to a good start in 2009. Sales in 
Hampshire County were down by 11.5 percent in March  from 52 sales in 2008 to 46 this year. 


According to data from the Multiple Listing Service, the total market volume for Hampshire County in 
March has gone down for the past four years and has been nearly cut in half, from $23,610,447 in 
2006 to $12,092,105 this year. 


The number of singlefamily homes sold during the first quarter of 2009 in Hampshire County dropped
by nearly 25 percent compared with the same three months of 2008, with median prices down nearly 
8 percent.


Franklin County did a little better in the quarter. The number of sales fell 20 percent in the first 
quarter of this year compared with 2008, with median prices off 3 percent. 


The picture was a little better for the Valley's three counties as a whole. For the quarter, sales of 
singlefamily homes in the Pioneer Valley was down 12 percent, with prices off 13 percent. The 
picture improved in March (compared to that month last year), with sales rising 3.9 percent.


Mark Abramson, president of the Springfieldbased Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley, Inc., said 
the decline in Hampshire County is likely from buyers holding back because of uncertainty about the 
federal stimulus package  and out of concern about the economy in general.  


Also, a slow housing market may have kept some sellers from listing their homes in hopes of waiting 
until demand increased.


"I expect to be seeing a great amount of activity in the coming months," said Abramson. "Firsttime 
homebuyers are really hitting the market."


Abramson said he expects a turnaround, especially since the real estate business tends to be busiest
between April and July and the recently approved the federal stimulus plan provides incentives for 
firsttime homebuyers looking for lowerpriced housing. 


A tax credit of up to $8,000 is available for qualified firsttime home buyers who purchase a home 
before Dec. 1. The new credit does not have to be repaid, unlike the tax credit enacted in 2008.


"The tax credit is going to have its impact on the lower end of the market," said David A. Murphy of 
The Murphys Realtors in Northampton.


Several Realtors agreed that increased sales of lowerend homes to firsttime buyers can help the 
entire housing market by allowing current lowerlevel homeowners to sell and then upgrade to mid
level homes  and then midlevel homeowners can sell and move up as well. 


Abramson said interest rates at alltime lows  under 5 percent, according to Freddie Mac  have been
a big factor in the recent jump in activity because it increases affordability.


Linda Rotti, sales manager of Jones Group Realtors in Amherst and past president of the Realtor 
Association of Pioneer Valley, is optimistic the slumping housing market will rebound.


"Personally, I think the worst of this is over," she said.


Abramson agreed. "If we're not at the bottom now, then we're very close," he said. "I think you'll start 
seeing a stabilization, though you're not going to see anything dramatic right away."


Rotti said the 10.8 percent drop in median prices in the county from a year ago during March and a 
7.9 percent decline this quarter has been due to more homes being sold in the lower price range, 
since there are more incentives right now for firsttime and lowerlevel buyers. 


Murphy said he, too, is optimistic, but remains reluctant to forecast how the market will respond.


"It's a good sign that we're busy, but, right now, it's hard to say what the numbers will look like come 
the end of June," he said. "We need data. We need closed sales. I think it's premature to predict 
without those numbers of sales."


Inventory down


Inventory has also declined by 12.3 percent, or by around 350 homes from a year ago in the Pioneer 
Valley, though the number of homes on the market remains above average, said Abramson.


Abramson and Rotti each said the real estate market has historically been a major factor in bringing 
economies out of a recession because it affects other areas of the economy including bankers, 
lawyers, builders, construction workers, contractors and home improvement, in addition to Realtors 
and homeowners.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, April 27, 2009


AMHERST  A nonprofit organization based in Amherst now owns an informational Web site that 
serves the asset management and hedge fund industries.


The Chartered Alternative Investment Analyst Association, founded in 2002, promotes education in 
the alternative investments field.


It bought AllAboutAlpha.com, a Web site, on April 14. 


Alternative investments involve investing in areas such as real estate, private equity, venture capital, 
commodities and hedged or absolute return strategies, as opposed to more traditional investments 
such as stocks or bonds.


AllAboutAlpha.com managing editor and lead writer Christopher Holt, who founded the site in July 
2006, said in an interview that the acquisition will spur few immediate changes. In the long run, 
however, Holt said he plans to add to the 40 or so guest writers the Web publication has featured so 
far.


Holt called the site "a guided tour of the investment industry." It publishes digestible, easytoread 
articles on alternative investment news, which can serve as a research tool, he said, "but also 
something you can read over a cup of coffee in the morning."


Allen Halpern, a CAIA marketing associate, said the site, "dovetails extremely well with our educational
focus."


Craig Asche, executive director of the CAIA Association, agreed.


"As a daily publication, AllAboutAlpha.com offers a perfect complement to the CAIA program, which is 
focused on foundational and longterm alternative investment education," he said in a statement. He 
said the site's "strategyneutral stance" complements the CAIA's goal "to provide the finance industry 
with insights into this growing field." 


He added, "We are committed to maintaining this independent voice as we move forward."


The CAIA Association began sponsoring the Web site in November 2007 and serious talks about an 
acquisition began in fall 2008. Financial terms of the acquisition were not disclosed, said Halpern.


Holt said he has long appreciated what he termed the CAIA Association's "holistic view" of portfolio 
construction and the role of alternative investments.


"I look forward to providing my fellow CAIA members with increased access to alternative investment 
knowledge available through AllAboutAlpha.com and to encouraging their active participation in the 
community we have created," he said in a statement.


Given the economy, alternative investments have had their challenges, said Holt, but overall he sees 
a longterm upward trend. 


With the stock market struggling, Halpern said interest in investing elsewhere has risen.


"More people are looking to diversify their portfolios through alternative investments," he said.


Alternative investments do not necessarily go up or down with the stock market, he said.
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By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, April 27, 2009


AMHERST  A nonprofit organization based in Amherst now owns an informational Web site that 
serves the asset management and hedge fund industries.


The Chartered Alternative Investment Analyst Association, founded in 2002, promotes education in 
the alternative investments field.


It bought AllAboutAlpha.com, a Web site, on April 14. 


Alternative investments involve investing in areas such as real estate, private equity, venture capital, 
commodities and hedged or absolute return strategies, as opposed to more traditional investments 
such as stocks or bonds.


AllAboutAlpha.com managing editor and lead writer Christopher Holt, who founded the site in July 
2006, said in an interview that the acquisition will spur few immediate changes. In the long run, 
however, Holt said he plans to add to the 40 or so guest writers the Web publication has featured so 
far.


Holt called the site "a guided tour of the investment industry." It publishes digestible, easytoread 
articles on alternative investment news, which can serve as a research tool, he said, "but also 
something you can read over a cup of coffee in the morning."


Allen Halpern, a CAIA marketing associate, said the site, "dovetails extremely well with our educational
focus."


Craig Asche, executive director of the CAIA Association, agreed.


"As a daily publication, AllAboutAlpha.com offers a perfect complement to the CAIA program, which is 
focused on foundational and longterm alternative investment education," he said in a statement. He 
said the site's "strategyneutral stance" complements the CAIA's goal "to provide the finance industry 
with insights into this growing field." 


He added, "We are committed to maintaining this independent voice as we move forward."


The CAIA Association began sponsoring the Web site in November 2007 and serious talks about an 
acquisition began in fall 2008. Financial terms of the acquisition were not disclosed, said Halpern.


Holt said he has long appreciated what he termed the CAIA Association's "holistic view" of portfolio 
construction and the role of alternative investments.


"I look forward to providing my fellow CAIA members with increased access to alternative investment 
knowledge available through AllAboutAlpha.com and to encouraging their active participation in the 
community we have created," he said in a statement.


Given the economy, alternative investments have had their challenges, said Holt, but overall he sees 
a longterm upward trend. 


With the stock market struggling, Halpern said interest in investing elsewhere has risen.


"More people are looking to diversify their portfolios through alternative investments," he said.


Alternative investments do not necessarily go up or down with the stock market, he said.
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Thursday, April 30, 2009


NORTHAMPTON  An estimated 300 people walked through 
the doors of the Annunciation Thrift Store in Florence Saturday  not bad for its first day in business. 
Many retailers would kill for foot traffic like that. 


Located in the parish center basement of Our Lady of the Annunciation at 87 Beacon St., the shop 
sells donated clothing, household items, jewelry, children's books, videos and other items.


"A lot of odds and ends" is how Patricia Shaughnessy describes the merchandise at the shop, which 
held its grand opening Saturday.


Shaughnessy coordinated the project with fellow parishioner Barbara Kaczenski. She said the shop 
aims to provide an inexpensive way for people to buy clothing and household items, while also raising 
money for the Catholic parish's programs and services.


"It's really a fun and worthwhile endeavor for the community" said Shaughnessy, a 57yearold 
Northampton native who has lived in Florence since 1976. "Everyone is looking at how their dollar is 
spent right now and I think we offer a reasonably priced selection."


In its opening day, she said the shop made around $300 in sales. With an all volunteer, 12person 
staff, alldonated merchandise and little overhead costs, most of the $300 is profit, Shaughnessy 
said.


Parish pastor John Gawienowski said he was thrilled with the shop's debut.


"We're in days of uncertainty here, and it's kind of tough to open something like this, but the grand 
opening went well," he said.


The idea for opening a thrift shop came to Shaughnessy last summer while visiting Cape Cod. 
Noticing how popular thrift shops were on the Cape, she thought, "Why couldn't we do that?"


When Shaughnessy proposed opening a shop at the church, Gawienowski said, "go for it."


By around November, Shaughnessy, parishioners, church maintenance workers and other local 
community members began to move the shop's supplies into what used to be the lunch room of 
Annunciation School, a Catholic elementary school, which closed over 30 years ago. Volunteers 
refurbished the space, set up a dressing room and collected items.


The shop has not calculated its startup costs yet, said Shaughnessy, but it won't be high since the 
majority of labor and supplies were donated.


She said one of the biggest donations came from Marianne Dunn, the owner of Northampton Party 
World before her 24yearold business closed in the fall of 2008, who donated the display cabinets 
from her former store.


The shop is also looking for a name, said Shaughnessy.


For now, the thrift shop is only open on Saturdays between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., but Shaughnessy and 
Gawienowski hope to expand business hours eventually. The shop accepts donations Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Annunciation parish center.
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By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer
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said.
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"We're in days of uncertainty here, and it's kind of tough to open something like this, but the grand 
opening went well," he said.


The idea for opening a thrift shop came to Shaughnessy last summer while visiting Cape Cod. 
Noticing how popular thrift shops were on the Cape, she thought, "Why couldn't we do that?"
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community members began to move the shop's supplies into what used to be the lunch room of 
Annunciation School, a Catholic elementary school, which closed over 30 years ago. Volunteers 
refurbished the space, set up a dressing room and collected items.


The shop has not calculated its startup costs yet, said Shaughnessy, but it won't be high since the 
majority of labor and supplies were donated.


She said one of the biggest donations came from Marianne Dunn, the owner of Northampton Party 
World before her 24yearold business closed in the fall of 2008, who donated the display cabinets 
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GazetteNET Extra: Is 137 years of Boston 
Globe history hanging in the balance?
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, May 1, 2009


BOSTON  Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political 
reporter Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would spread through the newsroom at 135
Morrissey Boulevard in Dorchester, like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his desk, a reporter from the 
business section and the business editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 
morning's paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 hours after April Fool's Day, the story was 
no joke and prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his coworkers.


"It was shock; it was worry; it was anger," he recalled.


After 137 years, New England's largest newspaper, its 1.84 million weekly print readers, four million 
unique online monthly visitors and its 2,200 fulltime and 550 parttime employees learned The 
Boston Globe had a 30day, May 1st deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 million, 
or else the publication's presses will stop and its doors will shut  for good. 


The lucky one


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The Globe for a photography internship in 
1970. When the 23yearold, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first "real job" with the newspaper, he 
ended his studies several courses shy of earning a bachelor's from B.C. Thirtynine years later he is 
poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left college  slightly sooner than planned. 


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other newsroom staff members including fellow 
photographers Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer's last day will be June 26, assuming the 
newspaper survives that long.


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowlylit room just after 6 a.m., the 62yearold photojournalist 
looked over his assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On either side him were two 
police scanners set at different frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tancolored Buick, 
and what he refers to as his "background music" is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 
whether at home or work.


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in helping Rizer develop a niche for spot 
news, not even they were able to tip him off to The Times Co.'s threat to shutter the paper.


"It hit like a ton of bricks," he remembers.


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The 
Globe was struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in 
similar shape. Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk 
of money and medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The
Globe, his work and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while 
he looks for another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, 
Rizer's departure does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company's next cuts as 
retirement benefits are rumored to be on the chopping block.


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when 
he thinks of what may be in store for many of his coworkers.


"I feel guilty because I'm the one getting out just in the nick of time," he said. "There are certainly a lot
of people who are worried about the future of the place."


"We're not running on skeleton staff right now," he continued. "But we're certainly considerably 
reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 
going to reduce?"


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic


For this story, about 200 of The Globe's 300person editorial staff were emailed in midApril 
requesting their thoughts on the paper's current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twentyfive 
of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 
busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed  Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 
Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy 
bureau chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington 
D.C. bureau  each expressed concern for their company's future. 


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another 
career entirely when they were interviewed.


"I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future," said the editor, who has since left the 
paper.


The 42yearold has two children in grade school to support and was "worried that there would not be
an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe."


"I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a `journalist,' but 
the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now," the editor said after spending two 
decades in journalism.


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 
200 have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of
years before eventually settling near 50.


"It's a very scary time, and there's been a lot of uncertainty in the industry," said Shaughnessy. "This 
certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We're putting out a good paper and just hoping for 
the best. That's about all you can do at this point. It's not a good time."


After a 32year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 
appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his 
own situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues'.


"I'm more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means  their livelihood," he 
said.


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would 
just hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper  especially with his 300
coworkers also seeking employment  would be grim in an already "shrinking landscape." 


The paper's threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has 
been happening during the nonpublic negotiations between union officials, management and 
ownership, and all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy 
said.


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 
employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe's fate are prevalent in the newsroom.


"They do nothing to help an alreadystressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, 
innuendo and the like have no value to our members' futures," said Totten, who has worked at The 
Globe's advertising sales department since 1980.


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soontobe 
eight, staff members  Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 
Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 
buyout.


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first 
heard of The Times Co.'s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially 
caused confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or 
union representatives.


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick 
costcutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 
titled, "Will Globe close shop in D.C.?" that closing bureaus in the nation's capital has been a common
moneysaving approach other newspapers have taken.


Stockman, a Harvard University grad, said Calderone's article has been wellread by the bureau's 
personnel.


"I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it's 
realistic to think you'll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other 
things that should be considered," she said.


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as 
plans to be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married
with two kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out 
what's going on with negotiations, "a lot of people look like they're running scared."


"They're making poor decisions," he continued. "I have no control over that. If s hits the fan I want 
to know that I did my best. But, I'm scared, too."


Williams, Stockman's coworker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he's reminded 
daily of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his 
office in the nation's capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print 
publications. Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams' bus stop in a Lexus 
SUV, pulls over, parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past 
the coin box for The New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It's frustrating 
because people want to read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many 
readers are looking for, and the Internet has yet to provide a costeffective business model.


As Rizer put it, "it's an ugly scene across the country."


Industrywide plague


One hundred and twenty newspapers have closed across the nation in the past year and a total of 
16,000 reporters lost employment in 2008  a trend with no end in sight. 


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colorado shut down after 150 years in the 
business. Hopeful to move the publication's readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky Mountain News' 
former editorial staff members planned to launch InDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 
subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site developers revealed only around 3,000 people 
pledged to subscribe causing some of the staff to abandon the idea and jeopardizing the project's 
future.


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily print paper to a weekly, online news source. 
The Seattle PostIntelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. Meanwhile, The Hartford 
Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The Chicago SunTimes, The Los Angeles Times, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer and The Minneapolis StarTribune are among a list of wellknown regional newspapers who 
have filed for bankruptcy recently.


So, why are many newspapers' profits plummeting?


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, but companies are investing less in 
advertising due to the weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most look to the Internet, 
TV or radio  not print  and the majority of news Web sites do not generate enough revenue to make 
a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved online as well to sites, like Craigslist, which allow 
users free or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.


As the country's 14thlargest paper, The Globe lost a reported $50 million in 2008 and is on track to 
lose $85 million more this year. If it closes it will be the largest paper to do so.


How serious The Times Co.'s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do know 
aren't talking.


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while 
Globe management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process. 


"We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 
comment," said an email from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 
Catherine Mathis.


The BNG has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the negotiations to be 
done in public, but both sides have refused so far.


Former PulitzerPrize winning Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.'s silence, "a 
curious position for a newspaper that's in the information business."


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned 
herself a Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had "sort of run [her] course" at The 
Globe, in 2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism fulltime at Brandeis 
University where she had been working parttime since 1994.


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald 
published her column, "Times pimps, pillages Globe," which resonated with what many Globe 
employees  both journalists and those on the production end. 


McNamara received calls or emails thanking her for the piece because, "they felt that, in part, the 
column in The Herald was speaking for them, too," she said.


Summarizing her column, she said, "I don't think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe, 
I don't think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. 
And since they've bought the paper, they've done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a 
distinctive newspaper."


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the
country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe's situation is that its owners are direct competitors
in the newspaper business.


Since the Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 
Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and 
buyouts. The Globe's three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has
just its D.C. bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts. The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 
from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Rizer pointed out.


"The Paper of Record," as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles 
of its own. Shares have dropped from a high of over $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 
Times Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times 
Co. reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 in the first quarter of 2009.


Contingency plans


But, for some Globe staffers, The Times Co.'s losses come from mismanagement, and some feel the 
cuts in New York have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston have been forced
to concede.


"I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is for The New York Times, not for 
The Boston Globe," said Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business for over 35 years and 
with The Globe for 21 of those years. "The Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New 
York Times."


Rizer said McNamara's column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, while Totten expressed similar 
frustrations as McNamara.


"The Times Co.'s investment in The Boston Globe has been nonexistent from the beginning  The 
Times gladly took profits for over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in any 
measurable and consistent fashion," Totten said.


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe's current economic state will not change the 
paper's current situation.


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were optimistic in The Globe enduring 
beyond May 1, but in what form and for how long it will last remains uncertain.


On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat to close The Globe if demands are not met 
by May 1, Rizer said, "you'd really have to have a real snit to say well they didn't give in in 30 days so 
let's shut it down."


Then again, "Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the paper shutting down is a bluff or 
a myth. Because, who really does know?," he said.


Shaughnessy agreed.


"I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I'm naïve," he said. "I just think that there 
has got to be something. I don't see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days."


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing 
for a potential buyer, something Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries 
not to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just 
continue working like he has for the past three decades.


If Williams were to wager on it, he'd bet the paper will still be around after the 30day deadline passes,
but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond is anyone's guess, he said. Conceiving of 
life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his 
mind, and he said it would be foolish if it hadn't.


"I've got a few ideas, most of which I haven't acted on yet because I'm still holding out hope that the 
newspaper industry will come back." he said. "I've been doing this for more than half of my life. I love 
this business. I love what I do and it's very difficult to give it up or see it go away."


Stockman said she will always be a writer and will always want to writer, but she is unsure of whether 
or not she will be a journalist five years from now.


"I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and 
process information and go on to do lots of other really interesting things."


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight.


"No one's heading for the exits here; we're trying to save the paper."


Saving The Globe


For the first time since midSeptember the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a "Save 
the Globe" rally put on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 
speakers, including Mooney.


The crowd gathered for the noontime affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, 
readers young and old, city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which 
read "The Globe belongs to Boston," "Preserve free speech," "Support Globe workers" and "Save the
Boston Globe" were distributed to the audience, many of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly
created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com.


Globe reporter Bella English's speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting 
more newsroom people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their 
jobs nor because they didn't care, but because they were working on deadline.


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.


"Until the last bell is rung"


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary 
person who could turn the light green and speed up traffic, "gotta go, gotta go, gotta go."


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day  while waiting in line at a MassPike toll 
booth on his way to a photo assignment at Harvard and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters' 
slowmoving elevator to bring him to the thirdfloor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he'll be able to deal with the 
structure and monotony of working in a classroom five days a week.


Rizer said he just likes to know what's going on in the world around him, to be informed and to stay 
busy. It's why he was on his sixthstraight day at The Globe. It's why he stood on the hood of his Buick
to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they processed to 
several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It's why he has taken the time to learn 
about the new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it's why he does 
not plan to shut off his police scanners even after he leaves The Globe.


For Ioven, it's why he "plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung."


As Williams put it, "people don't get into journalism to make money and they don't get into journalism 
to have nice careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what 
you want to do. You get into it because you'd do it for free."


Mooney echoed that sentiment.


"This is all I've ever really wanted to do," he said. "I'm from this area, and working at The Globe was 
my idea of the best job I could have."


"I'm sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it," he added.


Matt Rocheleau, a student at the University of Massachusetts, wrote this story for the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette and for the Massachusetts Daily Collegian. 
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GazetteNET Extra: Is 137 years of Boston 
Globe history hanging in the balance?
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, May 1, 2009


BOSTON  Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political 
reporter Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would spread through the newsroom at 135
Morrissey Boulevard in Dorchester, like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his desk, a reporter from the 
business section and the business editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 
morning's paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 hours after April Fool's Day, the story was 
no joke and prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his coworkers.


"It was shock; it was worry; it was anger," he recalled.


After 137 years, New England's largest newspaper, its 1.84 million weekly print readers, four million 
unique online monthly visitors and its 2,200 fulltime and 550 parttime employees learned The 
Boston Globe had a 30day, May 1st deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 million, 
or else the publication's presses will stop and its doors will shut  for good. 


The lucky one


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The Globe for a photography internship in 
1970. When the 23yearold, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first "real job" with the newspaper, he 
ended his studies several courses shy of earning a bachelor's from B.C. Thirtynine years later he is 
poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left college  slightly sooner than planned. 


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other newsroom staff members including fellow 
photographers Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer's last day will be June 26, assuming the 
newspaper survives that long.


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowlylit room just after 6 a.m., the 62yearold photojournalist 
looked over his assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On either side him were two 
police scanners set at different frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tancolored Buick, 
and what he refers to as his "background music" is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 
whether at home or work.


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in helping Rizer develop a niche for spot 
news, not even they were able to tip him off to The Times Co.'s threat to shutter the paper.


"It hit like a ton of bricks," he remembers.


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The 
Globe was struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in 
similar shape. Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk 
of money and medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The
Globe, his work and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while 
he looks for another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, 
Rizer's departure does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company's next cuts as 
retirement benefits are rumored to be on the chopping block.


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when 
he thinks of what may be in store for many of his coworkers.


"I feel guilty because I'm the one getting out just in the nick of time," he said. "There are certainly a lot
of people who are worried about the future of the place."


"We're not running on skeleton staff right now," he continued. "But we're certainly considerably 
reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 
going to reduce?"


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic


For this story, about 200 of The Globe's 300person editorial staff were emailed in midApril 
requesting their thoughts on the paper's current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twentyfive 
of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 
busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed  Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 
Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy 
bureau chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington 
D.C. bureau  each expressed concern for their company's future. 


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another 
career entirely when they were interviewed.


"I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future," said the editor, who has since left the 
paper.


The 42yearold has two children in grade school to support and was "worried that there would not be
an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe."


"I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a `journalist,' but 
the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now," the editor said after spending two 
decades in journalism.


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 
200 have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of
years before eventually settling near 50.


"It's a very scary time, and there's been a lot of uncertainty in the industry," said Shaughnessy. "This 
certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We're putting out a good paper and just hoping for 
the best. That's about all you can do at this point. It's not a good time."


After a 32year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 
appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his 
own situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues'.


"I'm more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means  their livelihood," he 
said.


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would 
just hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper  especially with his 300
coworkers also seeking employment  would be grim in an already "shrinking landscape." 


The paper's threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has 
been happening during the nonpublic negotiations between union officials, management and 
ownership, and all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy 
said.


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 
employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe's fate are prevalent in the newsroom.


"They do nothing to help an alreadystressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, 
innuendo and the like have no value to our members' futures," said Totten, who has worked at The 
Globe's advertising sales department since 1980.


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soontobe 
eight, staff members  Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 
Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 
buyout.


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first 
heard of The Times Co.'s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially 
caused confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or 
union representatives.


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick 
costcutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 
titled, "Will Globe close shop in D.C.?" that closing bureaus in the nation's capital has been a common
moneysaving approach other newspapers have taken.


Stockman, a Harvard University grad, said Calderone's article has been wellread by the bureau's 
personnel.


"I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it's 
realistic to think you'll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other 
things that should be considered," she said.


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as 
plans to be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married
with two kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out 
what's going on with negotiations, "a lot of people look like they're running scared."


"They're making poor decisions," he continued. "I have no control over that. If s hits the fan I want 
to know that I did my best. But, I'm scared, too."


Williams, Stockman's coworker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he's reminded 
daily of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his 
office in the nation's capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print 
publications. Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams' bus stop in a Lexus 
SUV, pulls over, parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past 
the coin box for The New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It's frustrating 
because people want to read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many 
readers are looking for, and the Internet has yet to provide a costeffective business model.


As Rizer put it, "it's an ugly scene across the country."


Industrywide plague


One hundred and twenty newspapers have closed across the nation in the past year and a total of 
16,000 reporters lost employment in 2008  a trend with no end in sight. 


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colorado shut down after 150 years in the 
business. Hopeful to move the publication's readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky Mountain News' 
former editorial staff members planned to launch InDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 
subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site developers revealed only around 3,000 people 
pledged to subscribe causing some of the staff to abandon the idea and jeopardizing the project's 
future.


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily print paper to a weekly, online news source. 
The Seattle PostIntelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. Meanwhile, The Hartford 
Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The Chicago SunTimes, The Los Angeles Times, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer and The Minneapolis StarTribune are among a list of wellknown regional newspapers who 
have filed for bankruptcy recently.


So, why are many newspapers' profits plummeting?


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, but companies are investing less in 
advertising due to the weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most look to the Internet, 
TV or radio  not print  and the majority of news Web sites do not generate enough revenue to make 
a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved online as well to sites, like Craigslist, which allow 
users free or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.


As the country's 14thlargest paper, The Globe lost a reported $50 million in 2008 and is on track to 
lose $85 million more this year. If it closes it will be the largest paper to do so.


How serious The Times Co.'s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do know 
aren't talking.


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while 
Globe management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process. 


"We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 
comment," said an email from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 
Catherine Mathis.


The BNG has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the negotiations to be 
done in public, but both sides have refused so far.


Former PulitzerPrize winning Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.'s silence, "a 
curious position for a newspaper that's in the information business."


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned 
herself a Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had "sort of run [her] course" at The 
Globe, in 2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism fulltime at Brandeis 
University where she had been working parttime since 1994.


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald 
published her column, "Times pimps, pillages Globe," which resonated with what many Globe 
employees  both journalists and those on the production end. 


McNamara received calls or emails thanking her for the piece because, "they felt that, in part, the 
column in The Herald was speaking for them, too," she said.


Summarizing her column, she said, "I don't think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe, 
I don't think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. 
And since they've bought the paper, they've done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a 
distinctive newspaper."


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the
country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe's situation is that its owners are direct competitors
in the newspaper business.


Since the Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 
Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and 
buyouts. The Globe's three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has
just its D.C. bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts. The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 
from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Rizer pointed out.


"The Paper of Record," as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles 
of its own. Shares have dropped from a high of over $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 
Times Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times 
Co. reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 in the first quarter of 2009.


Contingency plans


But, for some Globe staffers, The Times Co.'s losses come from mismanagement, and some feel the 
cuts in New York have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston have been forced
to concede.


"I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is for The New York Times, not for 
The Boston Globe," said Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business for over 35 years and 
with The Globe for 21 of those years. "The Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New 
York Times."


Rizer said McNamara's column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, while Totten expressed similar 
frustrations as McNamara.


"The Times Co.'s investment in The Boston Globe has been nonexistent from the beginning  The 
Times gladly took profits for over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in any 
measurable and consistent fashion," Totten said.


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe's current economic state will not change the 
paper's current situation.


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were optimistic in The Globe enduring 
beyond May 1, but in what form and for how long it will last remains uncertain.


On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat to close The Globe if demands are not met 
by May 1, Rizer said, "you'd really have to have a real snit to say well they didn't give in in 30 days so 
let's shut it down."


Then again, "Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the paper shutting down is a bluff or 
a myth. Because, who really does know?," he said.


Shaughnessy agreed.


"I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I'm naïve," he said. "I just think that there 
has got to be something. I don't see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days."


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing 
for a potential buyer, something Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries 
not to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just 
continue working like he has for the past three decades.


If Williams were to wager on it, he'd bet the paper will still be around after the 30day deadline passes,
but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond is anyone's guess, he said. Conceiving of 
life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his 
mind, and he said it would be foolish if it hadn't.


"I've got a few ideas, most of which I haven't acted on yet because I'm still holding out hope that the 
newspaper industry will come back." he said. "I've been doing this for more than half of my life. I love 
this business. I love what I do and it's very difficult to give it up or see it go away."


Stockman said she will always be a writer and will always want to writer, but she is unsure of whether 
or not she will be a journalist five years from now.


"I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and 
process information and go on to do lots of other really interesting things."


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight.


"No one's heading for the exits here; we're trying to save the paper."


Saving The Globe


For the first time since midSeptember the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a "Save 
the Globe" rally put on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 
speakers, including Mooney.


The crowd gathered for the noontime affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, 
readers young and old, city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which 
read "The Globe belongs to Boston," "Preserve free speech," "Support Globe workers" and "Save the
Boston Globe" were distributed to the audience, many of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly
created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com.


Globe reporter Bella English's speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting 
more newsroom people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their 
jobs nor because they didn't care, but because they were working on deadline.


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.


"Until the last bell is rung"


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary 
person who could turn the light green and speed up traffic, "gotta go, gotta go, gotta go."


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day  while waiting in line at a MassPike toll 
booth on his way to a photo assignment at Harvard and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters' 
slowmoving elevator to bring him to the thirdfloor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he'll be able to deal with the 
structure and monotony of working in a classroom five days a week.


Rizer said he just likes to know what's going on in the world around him, to be informed and to stay 
busy. It's why he was on his sixthstraight day at The Globe. It's why he stood on the hood of his Buick
to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they processed to 
several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It's why he has taken the time to learn 
about the new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it's why he does 
not plan to shut off his police scanners even after he leaves The Globe.


For Ioven, it's why he "plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung."


As Williams put it, "people don't get into journalism to make money and they don't get into journalism 
to have nice careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what 
you want to do. You get into it because you'd do it for free."


Mooney echoed that sentiment.


"This is all I've ever really wanted to do," he said. "I'm from this area, and working at The Globe was 
my idea of the best job I could have."


"I'm sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it," he added.


Matt Rocheleau, a student at the University of Massachusetts, wrote this story for the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette and for the Massachusetts Daily Collegian. 
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GazetteNET Extra: Is 137 years of Boston 
Globe history hanging in the balance?
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, May 1, 2009


BOSTON  Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political 
reporter Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would spread through the newsroom at 135
Morrissey Boulevard in Dorchester, like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his desk, a reporter from the 
business section and the business editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 
morning's paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 hours after April Fool's Day, the story was 
no joke and prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his coworkers.


"It was shock; it was worry; it was anger," he recalled.


After 137 years, New England's largest newspaper, its 1.84 million weekly print readers, four million 
unique online monthly visitors and its 2,200 fulltime and 550 parttime employees learned The 
Boston Globe had a 30day, May 1st deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 million, 
or else the publication's presses will stop and its doors will shut  for good. 


The lucky one


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The Globe for a photography internship in 
1970. When the 23yearold, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first "real job" with the newspaper, he 
ended his studies several courses shy of earning a bachelor's from B.C. Thirtynine years later he is 
poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left college  slightly sooner than planned. 


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other newsroom staff members including fellow 
photographers Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer's last day will be June 26, assuming the 
newspaper survives that long.


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowlylit room just after 6 a.m., the 62yearold photojournalist 
looked over his assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On either side him were two 
police scanners set at different frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tancolored Buick, 
and what he refers to as his "background music" is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 
whether at home or work.


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in helping Rizer develop a niche for spot 
news, not even they were able to tip him off to The Times Co.'s threat to shutter the paper.


"It hit like a ton of bricks," he remembers.


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The 
Globe was struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in 
similar shape. Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk 
of money and medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The
Globe, his work and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while 
he looks for another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, 
Rizer's departure does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company's next cuts as 
retirement benefits are rumored to be on the chopping block.


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when 
he thinks of what may be in store for many of his coworkers.


"I feel guilty because I'm the one getting out just in the nick of time," he said. "There are certainly a lot
of people who are worried about the future of the place."


"We're not running on skeleton staff right now," he continued. "But we're certainly considerably 
reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 
going to reduce?"


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic


For this story, about 200 of The Globe's 300person editorial staff were emailed in midApril 
requesting their thoughts on the paper's current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twentyfive 
of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 
busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed  Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 
Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy 
bureau chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington 
D.C. bureau  each expressed concern for their company's future. 


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another 
career entirely when they were interviewed.


"I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future," said the editor, who has since left the 
paper.


The 42yearold has two children in grade school to support and was "worried that there would not be
an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe."


"I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a `journalist,' but 
the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now," the editor said after spending two 
decades in journalism.


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 
200 have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of
years before eventually settling near 50.


"It's a very scary time, and there's been a lot of uncertainty in the industry," said Shaughnessy. "This 
certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We're putting out a good paper and just hoping for 
the best. That's about all you can do at this point. It's not a good time."


After a 32year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 
appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his 
own situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues'.


"I'm more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means  their livelihood," he 
said.


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would 
just hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper  especially with his 300
coworkers also seeking employment  would be grim in an already "shrinking landscape." 


The paper's threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has 
been happening during the nonpublic negotiations between union officials, management and 
ownership, and all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy 
said.


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 
employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe's fate are prevalent in the newsroom.


"They do nothing to help an alreadystressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, 
innuendo and the like have no value to our members' futures," said Totten, who has worked at The 
Globe's advertising sales department since 1980.


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soontobe 
eight, staff members  Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 
Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 
buyout.


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first 
heard of The Times Co.'s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially 
caused confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or 
union representatives.


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick 
costcutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 
titled, "Will Globe close shop in D.C.?" that closing bureaus in the nation's capital has been a common
moneysaving approach other newspapers have taken.


Stockman, a Harvard University grad, said Calderone's article has been wellread by the bureau's 
personnel.


"I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it's 
realistic to think you'll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other 
things that should be considered," she said.


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as 
plans to be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married
with two kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out 
what's going on with negotiations, "a lot of people look like they're running scared."


"They're making poor decisions," he continued. "I have no control over that. If s hits the fan I want 
to know that I did my best. But, I'm scared, too."


Williams, Stockman's coworker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he's reminded 
daily of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his 
office in the nation's capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print 
publications. Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams' bus stop in a Lexus 
SUV, pulls over, parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past 
the coin box for The New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It's frustrating 
because people want to read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many 
readers are looking for, and the Internet has yet to provide a costeffective business model.


As Rizer put it, "it's an ugly scene across the country."


Industrywide plague


One hundred and twenty newspapers have closed across the nation in the past year and a total of 
16,000 reporters lost employment in 2008  a trend with no end in sight. 


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colorado shut down after 150 years in the 
business. Hopeful to move the publication's readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky Mountain News' 
former editorial staff members planned to launch InDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 
subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site developers revealed only around 3,000 people 
pledged to subscribe causing some of the staff to abandon the idea and jeopardizing the project's 
future.


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily print paper to a weekly, online news source. 
The Seattle PostIntelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. Meanwhile, The Hartford 
Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The Chicago SunTimes, The Los Angeles Times, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer and The Minneapolis StarTribune are among a list of wellknown regional newspapers who 
have filed for bankruptcy recently.


So, why are many newspapers' profits plummeting?


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, but companies are investing less in 
advertising due to the weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most look to the Internet, 
TV or radio  not print  and the majority of news Web sites do not generate enough revenue to make 
a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved online as well to sites, like Craigslist, which allow 
users free or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.


As the country's 14thlargest paper, The Globe lost a reported $50 million in 2008 and is on track to 
lose $85 million more this year. If it closes it will be the largest paper to do so.


How serious The Times Co.'s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do know 
aren't talking.


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while 
Globe management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process. 


"We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 
comment," said an email from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 
Catherine Mathis.


The BNG has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the negotiations to be 
done in public, but both sides have refused so far.


Former PulitzerPrize winning Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.'s silence, "a 
curious position for a newspaper that's in the information business."


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned 
herself a Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had "sort of run [her] course" at The 
Globe, in 2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism fulltime at Brandeis 
University where she had been working parttime since 1994.


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald 
published her column, "Times pimps, pillages Globe," which resonated with what many Globe 
employees  both journalists and those on the production end. 


McNamara received calls or emails thanking her for the piece because, "they felt that, in part, the 
column in The Herald was speaking for them, too," she said.


Summarizing her column, she said, "I don't think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe, 
I don't think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. 
And since they've bought the paper, they've done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a 
distinctive newspaper."


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the
country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe's situation is that its owners are direct competitors
in the newspaper business.


Since the Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 
Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and 
buyouts. The Globe's three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has
just its D.C. bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts. The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 
from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Rizer pointed out.


"The Paper of Record," as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles 
of its own. Shares have dropped from a high of over $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 
Times Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times 
Co. reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 in the first quarter of 2009.


Contingency plans


But, for some Globe staffers, The Times Co.'s losses come from mismanagement, and some feel the 
cuts in New York have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston have been forced
to concede.


"I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is for The New York Times, not for 
The Boston Globe," said Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business for over 35 years and 
with The Globe for 21 of those years. "The Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New 
York Times."


Rizer said McNamara's column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, while Totten expressed similar 
frustrations as McNamara.


"The Times Co.'s investment in The Boston Globe has been nonexistent from the beginning  The 
Times gladly took profits for over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in any 
measurable and consistent fashion," Totten said.


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe's current economic state will not change the 
paper's current situation.


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were optimistic in The Globe enduring 
beyond May 1, but in what form and for how long it will last remains uncertain.


On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat to close The Globe if demands are not met 
by May 1, Rizer said, "you'd really have to have a real snit to say well they didn't give in in 30 days so 
let's shut it down."


Then again, "Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the paper shutting down is a bluff or 
a myth. Because, who really does know?," he said.


Shaughnessy agreed.


"I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I'm naïve," he said. "I just think that there 
has got to be something. I don't see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days."


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing 
for a potential buyer, something Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries 
not to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just 
continue working like he has for the past three decades.


If Williams were to wager on it, he'd bet the paper will still be around after the 30day deadline passes,
but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond is anyone's guess, he said. Conceiving of 
life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his 
mind, and he said it would be foolish if it hadn't.


"I've got a few ideas, most of which I haven't acted on yet because I'm still holding out hope that the 
newspaper industry will come back." he said. "I've been doing this for more than half of my life. I love 
this business. I love what I do and it's very difficult to give it up or see it go away."


Stockman said she will always be a writer and will always want to writer, but she is unsure of whether 
or not she will be a journalist five years from now.


"I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and 
process information and go on to do lots of other really interesting things."


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight.


"No one's heading for the exits here; we're trying to save the paper."


Saving The Globe


For the first time since midSeptember the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a "Save 
the Globe" rally put on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 
speakers, including Mooney.


The crowd gathered for the noontime affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, 
readers young and old, city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which 
read "The Globe belongs to Boston," "Preserve free speech," "Support Globe workers" and "Save the
Boston Globe" were distributed to the audience, many of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly
created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com.


Globe reporter Bella English's speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting 
more newsroom people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their 
jobs nor because they didn't care, but because they were working on deadline.


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.


"Until the last bell is rung"


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary 
person who could turn the light green and speed up traffic, "gotta go, gotta go, gotta go."


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day  while waiting in line at a MassPike toll 
booth on his way to a photo assignment at Harvard and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters' 
slowmoving elevator to bring him to the thirdfloor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he'll be able to deal with the 
structure and monotony of working in a classroom five days a week.


Rizer said he just likes to know what's going on in the world around him, to be informed and to stay 
busy. It's why he was on his sixthstraight day at The Globe. It's why he stood on the hood of his Buick
to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they processed to 
several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It's why he has taken the time to learn 
about the new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it's why he does 
not plan to shut off his police scanners even after he leaves The Globe.


For Ioven, it's why he "plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung."


As Williams put it, "people don't get into journalism to make money and they don't get into journalism 
to have nice careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what 
you want to do. You get into it because you'd do it for free."


Mooney echoed that sentiment.


"This is all I've ever really wanted to do," he said. "I'm from this area, and working at The Globe was 
my idea of the best job I could have."


"I'm sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it," he added.


Matt Rocheleau, a student at the University of Massachusetts, wrote this story for the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette and for the Massachusetts Daily Collegian. 


Login to post comments  Printerfriendly version


Filed Under: boston local news


Popular stories


Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Contact Us | Help Center | FAQ | Subscribe to the Gazette | Advertising  


Daily Hampshire Gazette © 2008 All rights reserved 


Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs


 


           


Sign out   Account   Trouble finding something?   Contact us   Classifieds  


 


 
Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs







GazetteNET Extra: Is 137 years of Boston 
Globe history hanging in the balance?
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, May 1, 2009


BOSTON  Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political 
reporter Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would spread through the newsroom at 135
Morrissey Boulevard in Dorchester, like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his desk, a reporter from the 
business section and the business editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 
morning's paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 hours after April Fool's Day, the story was 
no joke and prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his coworkers.


"It was shock; it was worry; it was anger," he recalled.


After 137 years, New England's largest newspaper, its 1.84 million weekly print readers, four million 
unique online monthly visitors and its 2,200 fulltime and 550 parttime employees learned The 
Boston Globe had a 30day, May 1st deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 million, 
or else the publication's presses will stop and its doors will shut  for good. 


The lucky one


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The Globe for a photography internship in 
1970. When the 23yearold, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first "real job" with the newspaper, he 
ended his studies several courses shy of earning a bachelor's from B.C. Thirtynine years later he is 
poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left college  slightly sooner than planned. 


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other newsroom staff members including fellow 
photographers Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer's last day will be June 26, assuming the 
newspaper survives that long.


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowlylit room just after 6 a.m., the 62yearold photojournalist 
looked over his assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On either side him were two 
police scanners set at different frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tancolored Buick, 
and what he refers to as his "background music" is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 
whether at home or work.


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in helping Rizer develop a niche for spot 
news, not even they were able to tip him off to The Times Co.'s threat to shutter the paper.


"It hit like a ton of bricks," he remembers.


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The 
Globe was struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in 
similar shape. Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk 
of money and medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The
Globe, his work and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while 
he looks for another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, 
Rizer's departure does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company's next cuts as 
retirement benefits are rumored to be on the chopping block.


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when 
he thinks of what may be in store for many of his coworkers.


"I feel guilty because I'm the one getting out just in the nick of time," he said. "There are certainly a lot
of people who are worried about the future of the place."


"We're not running on skeleton staff right now," he continued. "But we're certainly considerably 
reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 
going to reduce?"


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic


For this story, about 200 of The Globe's 300person editorial staff were emailed in midApril 
requesting their thoughts on the paper's current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twentyfive 
of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 
busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed  Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 
Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy 
bureau chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington 
D.C. bureau  each expressed concern for their company's future. 


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another 
career entirely when they were interviewed.


"I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future," said the editor, who has since left the 
paper.


The 42yearold has two children in grade school to support and was "worried that there would not be
an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe."


"I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a `journalist,' but 
the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now," the editor said after spending two 
decades in journalism.


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 
200 have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of
years before eventually settling near 50.


"It's a very scary time, and there's been a lot of uncertainty in the industry," said Shaughnessy. "This 
certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We're putting out a good paper and just hoping for 
the best. That's about all you can do at this point. It's not a good time."


After a 32year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 
appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his 
own situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues'.


"I'm more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means  their livelihood," he 
said.


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would 
just hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper  especially with his 300
coworkers also seeking employment  would be grim in an already "shrinking landscape." 


The paper's threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has 
been happening during the nonpublic negotiations between union officials, management and 
ownership, and all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy 
said.


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 
employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe's fate are prevalent in the newsroom.


"They do nothing to help an alreadystressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, 
innuendo and the like have no value to our members' futures," said Totten, who has worked at The 
Globe's advertising sales department since 1980.


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soontobe 
eight, staff members  Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 
Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 
buyout.


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first 
heard of The Times Co.'s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially 
caused confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or 
union representatives.


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick 
costcutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 
titled, "Will Globe close shop in D.C.?" that closing bureaus in the nation's capital has been a common
moneysaving approach other newspapers have taken.


Stockman, a Harvard University grad, said Calderone's article has been wellread by the bureau's 
personnel.


"I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it's 
realistic to think you'll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other 
things that should be considered," she said.


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as 
plans to be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married
with two kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out 
what's going on with negotiations, "a lot of people look like they're running scared."


"They're making poor decisions," he continued. "I have no control over that. If s hits the fan I want 
to know that I did my best. But, I'm scared, too."


Williams, Stockman's coworker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he's reminded 
daily of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his 
office in the nation's capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print 
publications. Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams' bus stop in a Lexus 
SUV, pulls over, parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past 
the coin box for The New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It's frustrating 
because people want to read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many 
readers are looking for, and the Internet has yet to provide a costeffective business model.


As Rizer put it, "it's an ugly scene across the country."


Industrywide plague


One hundred and twenty newspapers have closed across the nation in the past year and a total of 
16,000 reporters lost employment in 2008  a trend with no end in sight. 


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colorado shut down after 150 years in the 
business. Hopeful to move the publication's readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky Mountain News' 
former editorial staff members planned to launch InDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 
subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site developers revealed only around 3,000 people 
pledged to subscribe causing some of the staff to abandon the idea and jeopardizing the project's 
future.


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily print paper to a weekly, online news source. 
The Seattle PostIntelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. Meanwhile, The Hartford 
Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The Chicago SunTimes, The Los Angeles Times, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer and The Minneapolis StarTribune are among a list of wellknown regional newspapers who 
have filed for bankruptcy recently.


So, why are many newspapers' profits plummeting?


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, but companies are investing less in 
advertising due to the weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most look to the Internet, 
TV or radio  not print  and the majority of news Web sites do not generate enough revenue to make 
a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved online as well to sites, like Craigslist, which allow 
users free or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.


As the country's 14thlargest paper, The Globe lost a reported $50 million in 2008 and is on track to 
lose $85 million more this year. If it closes it will be the largest paper to do so.


How serious The Times Co.'s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do know 
aren't talking.


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while 
Globe management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process. 


"We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 
comment," said an email from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 
Catherine Mathis.


The BNG has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the negotiations to be 
done in public, but both sides have refused so far.


Former PulitzerPrize winning Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.'s silence, "a 
curious position for a newspaper that's in the information business."


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned 
herself a Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had "sort of run [her] course" at The 
Globe, in 2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism fulltime at Brandeis 
University where she had been working parttime since 1994.


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald 
published her column, "Times pimps, pillages Globe," which resonated with what many Globe 
employees  both journalists and those on the production end. 


McNamara received calls or emails thanking her for the piece because, "they felt that, in part, the 
column in The Herald was speaking for them, too," she said.


Summarizing her column, she said, "I don't think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe, 
I don't think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. 
And since they've bought the paper, they've done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a 
distinctive newspaper."


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the
country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe's situation is that its owners are direct competitors
in the newspaper business.


Since the Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 
Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and 
buyouts. The Globe's three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has
just its D.C. bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts. The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 
from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Rizer pointed out.


"The Paper of Record," as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles 
of its own. Shares have dropped from a high of over $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 
Times Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times 
Co. reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 in the first quarter of 2009.


Contingency plans


But, for some Globe staffers, The Times Co.'s losses come from mismanagement, and some feel the 
cuts in New York have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston have been forced
to concede.


"I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is for The New York Times, not for 
The Boston Globe," said Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business for over 35 years and 
with The Globe for 21 of those years. "The Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New 
York Times."


Rizer said McNamara's column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, while Totten expressed similar 
frustrations as McNamara.


"The Times Co.'s investment in The Boston Globe has been nonexistent from the beginning  The 
Times gladly took profits for over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in any 
measurable and consistent fashion," Totten said.


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe's current economic state will not change the 
paper's current situation.


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were optimistic in The Globe enduring 
beyond May 1, but in what form and for how long it will last remains uncertain.


On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat to close The Globe if demands are not met 
by May 1, Rizer said, "you'd really have to have a real snit to say well they didn't give in in 30 days so 
let's shut it down."


Then again, "Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the paper shutting down is a bluff or 
a myth. Because, who really does know?," he said.


Shaughnessy agreed.


"I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I'm naïve," he said. "I just think that there 
has got to be something. I don't see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days."


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing 
for a potential buyer, something Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries 
not to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just 
continue working like he has for the past three decades.


If Williams were to wager on it, he'd bet the paper will still be around after the 30day deadline passes,
but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond is anyone's guess, he said. Conceiving of 
life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his 
mind, and he said it would be foolish if it hadn't.


"I've got a few ideas, most of which I haven't acted on yet because I'm still holding out hope that the 
newspaper industry will come back." he said. "I've been doing this for more than half of my life. I love 
this business. I love what I do and it's very difficult to give it up or see it go away."


Stockman said she will always be a writer and will always want to writer, but she is unsure of whether 
or not she will be a journalist five years from now.


"I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and 
process information and go on to do lots of other really interesting things."


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight.


"No one's heading for the exits here; we're trying to save the paper."


Saving The Globe


For the first time since midSeptember the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a "Save 
the Globe" rally put on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 
speakers, including Mooney.


The crowd gathered for the noontime affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, 
readers young and old, city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which 
read "The Globe belongs to Boston," "Preserve free speech," "Support Globe workers" and "Save the
Boston Globe" were distributed to the audience, many of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly
created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com.


Globe reporter Bella English's speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting 
more newsroom people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their 
jobs nor because they didn't care, but because they were working on deadline.


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.


"Until the last bell is rung"


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary 
person who could turn the light green and speed up traffic, "gotta go, gotta go, gotta go."


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day  while waiting in line at a MassPike toll 
booth on his way to a photo assignment at Harvard and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters' 
slowmoving elevator to bring him to the thirdfloor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he'll be able to deal with the 
structure and monotony of working in a classroom five days a week.


Rizer said he just likes to know what's going on in the world around him, to be informed and to stay 
busy. It's why he was on his sixthstraight day at The Globe. It's why he stood on the hood of his Buick
to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they processed to 
several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It's why he has taken the time to learn 
about the new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it's why he does 
not plan to shut off his police scanners even after he leaves The Globe.


For Ioven, it's why he "plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung."


As Williams put it, "people don't get into journalism to make money and they don't get into journalism 
to have nice careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what 
you want to do. You get into it because you'd do it for free."


Mooney echoed that sentiment.


"This is all I've ever really wanted to do," he said. "I'm from this area, and working at The Globe was 
my idea of the best job I could have."


"I'm sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it," he added.


Matt Rocheleau, a student at the University of Massachusetts, wrote this story for the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette and for the Massachusetts Daily Collegian. 
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GazetteNET Extra: Is 137 years of Boston 
Globe history hanging in the balance?
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, May 1, 2009


BOSTON  Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political 
reporter Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would spread through the newsroom at 135
Morrissey Boulevard in Dorchester, like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his desk, a reporter from the 
business section and the business editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 
morning's paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 hours after April Fool's Day, the story was 
no joke and prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his coworkers.


"It was shock; it was worry; it was anger," he recalled.


After 137 years, New England's largest newspaper, its 1.84 million weekly print readers, four million 
unique online monthly visitors and its 2,200 fulltime and 550 parttime employees learned The 
Boston Globe had a 30day, May 1st deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 million, 
or else the publication's presses will stop and its doors will shut  for good. 


The lucky one


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The Globe for a photography internship in 
1970. When the 23yearold, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first "real job" with the newspaper, he 
ended his studies several courses shy of earning a bachelor's from B.C. Thirtynine years later he is 
poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left college  slightly sooner than planned. 


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other newsroom staff members including fellow 
photographers Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer's last day will be June 26, assuming the 
newspaper survives that long.


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowlylit room just after 6 a.m., the 62yearold photojournalist 
looked over his assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On either side him were two 
police scanners set at different frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tancolored Buick, 
and what he refers to as his "background music" is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 
whether at home or work.


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in helping Rizer develop a niche for spot 
news, not even they were able to tip him off to The Times Co.'s threat to shutter the paper.


"It hit like a ton of bricks," he remembers.


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The 
Globe was struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in 
similar shape. Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk 
of money and medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The
Globe, his work and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while 
he looks for another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, 
Rizer's departure does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company's next cuts as 
retirement benefits are rumored to be on the chopping block.


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when 
he thinks of what may be in store for many of his coworkers.


"I feel guilty because I'm the one getting out just in the nick of time," he said. "There are certainly a lot
of people who are worried about the future of the place."


"We're not running on skeleton staff right now," he continued. "But we're certainly considerably 
reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 
going to reduce?"


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic


For this story, about 200 of The Globe's 300person editorial staff were emailed in midApril 
requesting their thoughts on the paper's current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twentyfive 
of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 
busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed  Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 
Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy 
bureau chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington 
D.C. bureau  each expressed concern for their company's future. 


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another 
career entirely when they were interviewed.


"I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future," said the editor, who has since left the 
paper.


The 42yearold has two children in grade school to support and was "worried that there would not be
an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe."


"I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a `journalist,' but 
the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now," the editor said after spending two 
decades in journalism.


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 
200 have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of
years before eventually settling near 50.


"It's a very scary time, and there's been a lot of uncertainty in the industry," said Shaughnessy. "This 
certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We're putting out a good paper and just hoping for 
the best. That's about all you can do at this point. It's not a good time."


After a 32year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 
appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his 
own situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues'.


"I'm more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means  their livelihood," he 
said.


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would 
just hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper  especially with his 300
coworkers also seeking employment  would be grim in an already "shrinking landscape." 


The paper's threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has 
been happening during the nonpublic negotiations between union officials, management and 
ownership, and all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy 
said.


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 
employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe's fate are prevalent in the newsroom.


"They do nothing to help an alreadystressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, 
innuendo and the like have no value to our members' futures," said Totten, who has worked at The 
Globe's advertising sales department since 1980.


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soontobe 
eight, staff members  Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 
Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 
buyout.


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first 
heard of The Times Co.'s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially 
caused confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or 
union representatives.


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick 
costcutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 
titled, "Will Globe close shop in D.C.?" that closing bureaus in the nation's capital has been a common
moneysaving approach other newspapers have taken.


Stockman, a Harvard University grad, said Calderone's article has been wellread by the bureau's 
personnel.


"I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it's 
realistic to think you'll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other 
things that should be considered," she said.


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as 
plans to be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married
with two kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out 
what's going on with negotiations, "a lot of people look like they're running scared."


"They're making poor decisions," he continued. "I have no control over that. If s hits the fan I want 
to know that I did my best. But, I'm scared, too."


Williams, Stockman's coworker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he's reminded 
daily of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his 
office in the nation's capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print 
publications. Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams' bus stop in a Lexus 
SUV, pulls over, parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past 
the coin box for The New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It's frustrating 
because people want to read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many 
readers are looking for, and the Internet has yet to provide a costeffective business model.


As Rizer put it, "it's an ugly scene across the country."


Industrywide plague


One hundred and twenty newspapers have closed across the nation in the past year and a total of 
16,000 reporters lost employment in 2008  a trend with no end in sight. 


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colorado shut down after 150 years in the 
business. Hopeful to move the publication's readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky Mountain News' 
former editorial staff members planned to launch InDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 
subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site developers revealed only around 3,000 people 
pledged to subscribe causing some of the staff to abandon the idea and jeopardizing the project's 
future.


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily print paper to a weekly, online news source. 
The Seattle PostIntelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. Meanwhile, The Hartford 
Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The Chicago SunTimes, The Los Angeles Times, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer and The Minneapolis StarTribune are among a list of wellknown regional newspapers who 
have filed for bankruptcy recently.


So, why are many newspapers' profits plummeting?


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, but companies are investing less in 
advertising due to the weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most look to the Internet, 
TV or radio  not print  and the majority of news Web sites do not generate enough revenue to make 
a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved online as well to sites, like Craigslist, which allow 
users free or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.


As the country's 14thlargest paper, The Globe lost a reported $50 million in 2008 and is on track to 
lose $85 million more this year. If it closes it will be the largest paper to do so.


How serious The Times Co.'s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do know 
aren't talking.


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while 
Globe management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process. 


"We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 
comment," said an email from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 
Catherine Mathis.


The BNG has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the negotiations to be 
done in public, but both sides have refused so far.


Former PulitzerPrize winning Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.'s silence, "a 
curious position for a newspaper that's in the information business."


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned 
herself a Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had "sort of run [her] course" at The 
Globe, in 2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism fulltime at Brandeis 
University where she had been working parttime since 1994.


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald 
published her column, "Times pimps, pillages Globe," which resonated with what many Globe 
employees  both journalists and those on the production end. 


McNamara received calls or emails thanking her for the piece because, "they felt that, in part, the 
column in The Herald was speaking for them, too," she said.


Summarizing her column, she said, "I don't think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe, 
I don't think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. 
And since they've bought the paper, they've done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a 
distinctive newspaper."


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the
country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe's situation is that its owners are direct competitors
in the newspaper business.


Since the Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 
Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and 
buyouts. The Globe's three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has
just its D.C. bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts. The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 
from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Rizer pointed out.


"The Paper of Record," as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles 
of its own. Shares have dropped from a high of over $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 
Times Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times 
Co. reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 in the first quarter of 2009.


Contingency plans


But, for some Globe staffers, The Times Co.'s losses come from mismanagement, and some feel the 
cuts in New York have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston have been forced
to concede.


"I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is for The New York Times, not for 
The Boston Globe," said Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business for over 35 years and 
with The Globe for 21 of those years. "The Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New 
York Times."


Rizer said McNamara's column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, while Totten expressed similar 
frustrations as McNamara.


"The Times Co.'s investment in The Boston Globe has been nonexistent from the beginning  The 
Times gladly took profits for over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in any 
measurable and consistent fashion," Totten said.


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe's current economic state will not change the 
paper's current situation.


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were optimistic in The Globe enduring 
beyond May 1, but in what form and for how long it will last remains uncertain.


On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat to close The Globe if demands are not met 
by May 1, Rizer said, "you'd really have to have a real snit to say well they didn't give in in 30 days so 
let's shut it down."


Then again, "Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the paper shutting down is a bluff or 
a myth. Because, who really does know?," he said.


Shaughnessy agreed.


"I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I'm naïve," he said. "I just think that there 
has got to be something. I don't see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days."


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing 
for a potential buyer, something Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries 
not to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just 
continue working like he has for the past three decades.


If Williams were to wager on it, he'd bet the paper will still be around after the 30day deadline passes,
but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond is anyone's guess, he said. Conceiving of 
life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his 
mind, and he said it would be foolish if it hadn't.


"I've got a few ideas, most of which I haven't acted on yet because I'm still holding out hope that the 
newspaper industry will come back." he said. "I've been doing this for more than half of my life. I love 
this business. I love what I do and it's very difficult to give it up or see it go away."


Stockman said she will always be a writer and will always want to writer, but she is unsure of whether 
or not she will be a journalist five years from now.


"I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and 
process information and go on to do lots of other really interesting things."


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight.


"No one's heading for the exits here; we're trying to save the paper."


Saving The Globe


For the first time since midSeptember the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a "Save 
the Globe" rally put on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 
speakers, including Mooney.


The crowd gathered for the noontime affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, 
readers young and old, city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which 
read "The Globe belongs to Boston," "Preserve free speech," "Support Globe workers" and "Save the
Boston Globe" were distributed to the audience, many of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly
created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com.


Globe reporter Bella English's speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting 
more newsroom people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their 
jobs nor because they didn't care, but because they were working on deadline.


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.


"Until the last bell is rung"


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary 
person who could turn the light green and speed up traffic, "gotta go, gotta go, gotta go."


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day  while waiting in line at a MassPike toll 
booth on his way to a photo assignment at Harvard and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters' 
slowmoving elevator to bring him to the thirdfloor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he'll be able to deal with the 
structure and monotony of working in a classroom five days a week.


Rizer said he just likes to know what's going on in the world around him, to be informed and to stay 
busy. It's why he was on his sixthstraight day at The Globe. It's why he stood on the hood of his Buick
to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they processed to 
several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It's why he has taken the time to learn 
about the new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it's why he does 
not plan to shut off his police scanners even after he leaves The Globe.


For Ioven, it's why he "plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung."


As Williams put it, "people don't get into journalism to make money and they don't get into journalism 
to have nice careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what 
you want to do. You get into it because you'd do it for free."


Mooney echoed that sentiment.


"This is all I've ever really wanted to do," he said. "I'm from this area, and working at The Globe was 
my idea of the best job I could have."


"I'm sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it," he added.


Matt Rocheleau, a student at the University of Massachusetts, wrote this story for the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette and for the Massachusetts Daily Collegian. 
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GazetteNET Extra: Is 137 years of Boston 
Globe history hanging in the balance?
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Friday, May 1, 2009


BOSTON  Just before his week ended, Boston Globe political 
reporter Brian C. Mooney overheard conversations which would spread through the newsroom at 135
Morrissey Boulevard in Dorchester, like wildfire. Fifteen feet away from his desk, a reporter from the 
business section and the business editor discussed an article nearing its deadline for the next 
morning's paper. Despite word leaking out fewer than 48 hours after April Fool's Day, the story was 
no joke and prompted anything but laughter from Mooney and his coworkers.


"It was shock; it was worry; it was anger," he recalled.


After 137 years, New England's largest newspaper, its 1.84 million weekly print readers, four million 
unique online monthly visitors and its 2,200 fulltime and 550 parttime employees learned The 
Boston Globe had a 30day, May 1st deadline from The New York Times Company to cut $20 million, 
or else the publication's presses will stop and its doors will shut  for good. 


The lucky one


As a Boston College undergraduate, George Rizer joined The Globe for a photography internship in 
1970. When the 23yearold, Bridgewater, Mass., landed his first "real job" with the newspaper, he 
ended his studies several courses shy of earning a bachelor's from B.C. Thirtynine years later he is 
poised to leave his beloved career the same way he left college  slightly sooner than planned. 


In March, Rizer accepted a buyout package with 23 other newsroom staff members including fellow 
photographers Mark Wilson and Steve Haines. Rizer's last day will be June 26, assuming the 
newspaper survives that long.


Seated at a large, vacant desk in a lowlylit room just after 6 a.m., the 62yearold photojournalist 
looked over his assignments for the day from his Macintosh notebook. On either side him were two 
police scanners set at different frequencies. Rizer has three more scanners in his tancolored Buick, 
and what he refers to as his "background music" is almost always kept on and at an audible level, 
whether at home or work.


But, as helpful as the scanners have been over the years in helping Rizer develop a niche for spot 
news, not even they were able to tip him off to The Times Co.'s threat to shutter the paper.


"It hit like a ton of bricks," he remembers.


When he had volunteered for the buyout just weeks before the threat came down, he knew The 
Globe was struggling financially, but so was the rest of the media industry. The economy was in 
similar shape. Nearing retirement age, Rizer felt the incentive package, which included a good chunk 
of money and medical coverage for a year, was too appealing to pass up. He knew he would miss The
Globe, his work and colleagues, but the buyout would enable him to be reasonably comfortable while 
he looks for another job, possibly teaching and doing freelance photography on the side. However, 
Rizer's departure does not mean his wallet is immune from feeling the company's next cuts as 
retirement benefits are rumored to be on the chopping block.


Yet, looking back on the decision to leave the job he loves, Rizer now considers himself lucky when 
he thinks of what may be in store for many of his coworkers.


"I feel guilty because I'm the one getting out just in the nick of time," he said. "There are certainly a lot
of people who are worried about the future of the place."


"We're not running on skeleton staff right now," he continued. "But we're certainly considerably 
reduced. And maybe we could take a small hit in the near future, but then, how much more are you 
going to reduce?"


Worried and uncertain, but still optimistic


For this story, about 200 of The Globe's 300person editorial staff were emailed in midApril 
requesting their thoughts on the paper's current circumstances and its uncertain future. Twentyfive 
of them responded, 18 of these declined to comment, commonly citing such reasons as being too 
busy or being uncomfortable to speak on the topic.


But, of the seven Globe newsroom staff members interviewed  Rizer, Mooney, sports columnist Dan 
Shaughnessy, chief imaging technician John Ioven, an editor who requested anonymity, deputy 
bureau chief Joseph Williams and foreign policy reporter Farah Stockman, both from the Washington 
D.C. bureau  each expressed concern for their company's future. 


The editor who asked to remain anonymous was in the process of leaving The Globe for another 
career entirely when they were interviewed.


"I left The Globe because I was concerned about its future," said the editor, who has since left the 
paper.


The 42yearold has two children in grade school to support and was "worried that there would not be
an outlet for the [kind of stories I write] in the new, trimmer Globe."


"I tried for a long time to find another job that would allow me to still consider myself a `journalist,' but 
the industry as a whole is in such terrible shape right now," the editor said after spending two 
decades in journalism.


When the editor joined The Globe over eight years ago, the editorial staff was over 500. Since then, 
200 have been cut and the editor expects the newsroom staff to dip below 100 over the next couple of
years before eventually settling near 50.


"It's a very scary time, and there's been a lot of uncertainty in the industry," said Shaughnessy. "This 
certainly is kind of a shocking thing to deal with. We're putting out a good paper and just hoping for 
the best. That's about all you can do at this point. It's not a good time."


After a 32year career in journalism with other gigs in sports media, including 11 books, television 
appearances on NESN and contributions to ESPN Magazine, Shaughnessy is less worried about his 
own situation and is instead concerned about his colleagues'.


"I'm more worried about people with young children, and this is their only means  their livelihood," he 
said.


Shaughnessy, who grew up in Groton, Mass., reading The Globe, said if the paper closed he would 
just hope the phone rang, but the prospect of landing a job with a newspaper  especially with his 300
coworkers also seeking employment  would be grim in an already "shrinking landscape." 


The paper's threatened future has spurred a steady buzz of rumors among the staff about what has 
been happening during the nonpublic negotiations between union officials, management and 
ownership, and all that talk has hurt employee morale around company headquarters, Shaughnessy 
said.


Daniel Totten, president of the Boston Newspaper Guild (BNG) which represents over 700 Globe 
employees, also said the rumors regarding The Globe's fate are prevalent in the newsroom.


"They do nothing to help an alreadystressful situation. They only fuel the fire as speculation, 
innuendo and the like have no value to our members' futures," said Totten, who has worked at The 
Globe's advertising sales department since 1980.


In Washington D.C., speculation and uncertainty exist as well. The bureau includes nine, soontobe 
eight, staff members  Williams, bureau chief Peter Canellos, an office manager and six reporters. 
Reporter Sasha Issenberg is expected to leave the bureau in coming months, having just accepted a 
buyout.


Stockman, 34, who started with The Globe in 2000, remembered how she and fellow D.C. staff first 
heard of The Times Co.'s recent threat in an article posted on the Romenesko blog, which initially 
caused confusion for Stockman and crew since they had not yet been contacted by management or 
union representatives.


One of the largest D.C. bureaus of any regional newspaper, closing the location could be a quick 
costcutting method. Politico.com reporter Michael Calderone noted in an article published April 9 
titled, "Will Globe close shop in D.C.?" that closing bureaus in the nation's capital has been a common
moneysaving approach other newspapers have taken.


Stockman, a Harvard University grad, said Calderone's article has been wellread by the bureau's 
personnel.


"I think everybody in the industry right now has to look at what their options are and whether it's 
realistic to think you'll be a newspaper reporter for the rest of your life or whether there are other 
things that should be considered," she said.


Ioven started with The Globe when he was 19 and stuck with his hometown paper for 32 years as 
plans to be a police officer fell through, despite scoring a 96 on his application exam. Now 51, married
with two kids, he said despite most employees having their own sources from management to find out 
what's going on with negotiations, "a lot of people look like they're running scared."


"They're making poor decisions," he continued. "I have no control over that. If s hits the fan I want 
to know that I did my best. But, I'm scared, too."


Williams, Stockman's coworker who has spent 25 of his 47 years in journalism, said he's reminded 
daily of the frustration sweeping the newspaper industry. He rides a bus, then the Metro, to get to his 
office in the nation's capital, and on his way to work, he sees people of all ages reading various print 
publications. Every morning, like clockwork, an older man drives up to Williams' bus stop in a Lexus 
SUV, pulls over, parks, gets out of his car, walks past the coin box for The Washington Post and past 
the coin box for The New York Times to grab a free copy of The Washington Metro. It's frustrating 
because people want to read, said Williams, but print newspapers are missing something that many 
readers are looking for, and the Internet has yet to provide a costeffective business model.


As Rizer put it, "it's an ugly scene across the country."


Industrywide plague


One hundred and twenty newspapers have closed across the nation in the past year and a total of 
16,000 reporters lost employment in 2008  a trend with no end in sight. 


In February, The Rocky Mountain News in Denver, Colorado shut down after 150 years in the 
business. Hopeful to move the publication's readers to the Web, 30 of the Rocky Mountain News' 
former editorial staff members planned to launch InDenverTimes.com on May 4 with a goal of 50,000 
subscriptions to fund the operation. A week ago, site developers revealed only around 3,000 people 
pledged to subscribe causing some of the staff to abandon the idea and jeopardizing the project's 
future.


The Christian Science Monitor has switched from a daily print paper to a weekly, online news source. 
The Seattle PostIntelligencer ceased print as well to focus on the Web. Meanwhile, The Hartford 
Courant, The Chicago Tribune, The Chicago SunTimes, The Los Angeles Times, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer and The Minneapolis StarTribune are among a list of wellknown regional newspapers who 
have filed for bankruptcy recently.


So, why are many newspapers' profits plummeting?


The main reason is advertising. Readership has declined, but companies are investing less in 
advertising due to the weak economy. And, when companies are investing, most look to the Internet, 
TV or radio  not print  and the majority of news Web sites do not generate enough revenue to make 
a profit. Classified ads and job postings have moved online as well to sites, like Craigslist, which allow 
users free or cheaper listings than newspaper classifieds.


As the country's 14thlargest paper, The Globe lost a reported $50 million in 2008 and is on track to 
lose $85 million more this year. If it closes it will be the largest paper to do so.


How serious The Times Co.'s threats are, no one really knows; or, at least, the people who do know 
aren't talking.


The Times Co. has refused to talk about the threat other than confirming the deadline date, while 
Globe management have said little on the looming deadline and negotiation process. 


"We are in the midst of negotiations with our unions. Because of that, we are going to decline to 
comment," said an email from senior vice president of corporate communications at The Times Co., 
Catherine Mathis.


The BNG has tried to urge The Times Co. and Globe management to allow the negotiations to be 
done in public, but both sides have refused so far.


Former PulitzerPrize winning Globe columnist Eileen McNamara called The Times Co.'s silence, "a 
curious position for a newspaper that's in the information business."


McNamara worked at the Boston publication for 30 years, including 10 as a columnist, and earned 
herself a Pulitzer Prize in Commentary in 1997. Feeling that she had "sort of run [her] course" at The 
Globe, in 2007 the North Cambridge native took a buyout to teach journalism fulltime at Brandeis 
University where she had been working parttime since 1994.


Three days after The Times Co. announced its threat to shutter The Globe, The Boston Herald 
published her column, "Times pimps, pillages Globe," which resonated with what many Globe 
employees  both journalists and those on the production end. 


McNamara received calls or emails thanking her for the piece because, "they felt that, in part, the 
column in The Herald was speaking for them, too," she said.


Summarizing her column, she said, "I don't think The New York Times cares about The Boston Globe, 
I don't think it ever did, except as an economic engine that was going to pump money into New York. 
And since they've bought the paper, they've done nothing but strip it of the things that made it a 
distinctive newspaper."


The scenario of ownership trying to cut back or close its publications altogether is common across the
country, but what she said distinguishes The Globe's situation is that its owners are direct competitors
in the newspaper business.


Since the Taylor family sold their local ownership of The Globe to Times Co. CEO Arthur O. 
Sulzberger for $1.1 billion in 1993, The Globe has faced several rounds of layoffs, pay cuts and 
buyouts. The Globe's three remaining foreign bureaus were closed in 2007 and the Boston paper has
just its D.C. bureau left outside of the offices in Massachusetts. The daily editions of 80 to 90 pages 
from 10 years ago are now 50 to 60 pages, Rizer pointed out.


"The Paper of Record," as The New York Times is sometimes referred to, has had financial troubles 
of its own. Shares have dropped from a high of over $50 in 2002 to about $5 now. In March, 100 
Times Co. employees were laid off and salaries were cut by 5 percent. Earlier this month, The Times 
Co. reported a loss of $74.5 million and revenue dropped 19 in the first quarter of 2009.


Contingency plans


But, for some Globe staffers, The Times Co.'s losses come from mismanagement, and some feel the 
cuts in New York have not been fair when compared with what employees in Boston have been forced
to concede.


"I think The Times [Co.] has made it pretty clear that their concern is for The New York Times, not for 
The Boston Globe," said Mooney, who has worked in the newspaper business for over 35 years and 
with The Globe for 21 of those years. "The Times will do what The Times has to do to save The New 
York Times."


Rizer said McNamara's column speaks for a lot of the newsroom staff, while Totten expressed similar 
frustrations as McNamara.


"The Times Co.'s investment in The Boston Globe has been nonexistent from the beginning  The 
Times gladly took profits for over 16 years now, while not investing in the future of The Globe in any 
measurable and consistent fashion," Totten said.


But, whoever or whatever is to blame for The Globe's current economic state will not change the 
paper's current situation.


The seven current newsroom workers interviewed said they were optimistic in The Globe enduring 
beyond May 1, but in what form and for how long it will last remains uncertain.


On whether The Times Co. would make good on its threat to close The Globe if demands are not met 
by May 1, Rizer said, "you'd really have to have a real snit to say well they didn't give in in 30 days so 
let's shut it down."


Then again, "Anything is possible. No one is saying entirely that the paper shutting down is a bluff or 
a myth. Because, who really does know?," he said.


Shaughnessy agreed.


"I have a hard time believing they would do that, but maybe I'm naïve," he said. "I just think that there 
has got to be something. I don't see how we can be erased off the face of the earth in 30 days."


There have been rumors that The Times Co. is hoping the cuts will make The Globe more appealing 
for a potential buyer, something Ioven said he thinks will happen eventually. In the meantime, he tries 
not to think about it too much since he has no control over what happens in negotiations. He will just 
continue working like he has for the past three decades.


If Williams were to wager on it, he'd bet the paper will still be around after the 30day deadline passes,
but what The Globe will look like after May 1 and beyond is anyone's guess, he said. Conceiving of 
life after journalism is not something Williams finds easy; but having a contingency has crossed his 
mind, and he said it would be foolish if it hadn't.


"I've got a few ideas, most of which I haven't acted on yet because I'm still holding out hope that the 
newspaper industry will come back." he said. "I've been doing this for more than half of my life. I love 
this business. I love what I do and it's very difficult to give it up or see it go away."


Stockman said she will always be a writer and will always want to writer, but she is unsure of whether 
or not she will be a journalist five years from now.


"I think one of the great things about journalism is it is full of people who can learn quickly and 
process information and go on to do lots of other really interesting things."


However versatile journalists may be, Mooney is not planning to leave the profession without a fight.


"No one's heading for the exits here; we're trying to save the paper."


Saving The Globe


For the first time since midSeptember the mercury read 80 degrees in Boston on April 24 as a "Save 
the Globe" rally put on by the BNG drew several hundred supporters to Faneuil Hall to listen to 14 
speakers, including Mooney.


The crowd gathered for the noontime affair was a mix of reporters, editors, their family members, 
readers young and old, city union workers, media covering the rally and local politicians. Signs, which 
read "The Globe belongs to Boston," "Preserve free speech," "Support Globe workers" and "Save the
Boston Globe" were distributed to the audience, many of whom adorned stickers advertising the newly
created SaveTheBostonGlobe.com.


Globe reporter Bella English's speech talked about how event organizers had some trouble getting 
more newsroom people than were in attendance to come; not because they were worried about their 
jobs nor because they didn't care, but because they were working on deadline.


English had two stories of her own to complete after the rally.


"Until the last bell is rung"


Two weeks earlier while stuck at a traffic light, Rizer said aloud, as if directed towards an imaginary 
person who could turn the light green and speed up traffic, "gotta go, gotta go, gotta go."


Rizer repeated the phrase several times throughout the day  while waiting in line at a MassPike toll 
booth on his way to a photo assignment at Harvard and waiting at 7 a.m. for the Globe headquarters' 
slowmoving elevator to bring him to the thirdfloor cafeteria for an omelet and home fries. 


His attitude was more curious than impatient.


If he does go into teaching after he leaves The Globe, Rizer is not sure if he'll be able to deal with the 
structure and monotony of working in a classroom five days a week.


Rizer said he just likes to know what's going on in the world around him, to be informed and to stay 
busy. It's why he was on his sixthstraight day at The Globe. It's why he stood on the hood of his Buick
to get a higher angle for a photo of students from Boston College High School as they processed to 
several different churches as part of a Good Friday ritual. It's why he has taken the time to learn 
about the new technology in journalism, including how to shoot and edit video. And, it's why he does 
not plan to shut off his police scanners even after he leaves The Globe.


For Ioven, it's why he "plan[s] on working here until the last bell is rung."


As Williams put it, "people don't get into journalism to make money and they don't get into journalism 
to have nice careers or to be stars. You get into it for the work. You get into it because this is what 
you want to do. You get into it because you'd do it for free."


Mooney echoed that sentiment.


"This is all I've ever really wanted to do," he said. "I'm from this area, and working at The Globe was 
my idea of the best job I could have."


"I'm sort of prepared to go down with the ship if it comes to it," he added.


Matt Rocheleau, a student at the University of Massachusetts, wrote this story for the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette and for the Massachusetts Daily Collegian. 
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Stellberger wins close vote for Goshen's top 
board
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Sunday, May 3, 2009


GOSHEN  In the only contested race of the election between two political newcomers, John D. 
Stellberger defeated Joseph M. Frye, Jr. by seven votes, 55 to 48, for Goshen Board of Selectmen 
Saturday.


"I had a feeling it was going to be a tight race when they said 108 people voted and I wasn't really 
sure what would happen, but I'm very excited," said Stellberger. "I'll be in early on Monday."


Stellberger will replace Lawrence Miller, who decided not to run for reelection and will join E.J. 
Brennan and Joseph Dunn on the board.


Though Frye fell short for Board of Selectmen, he was reelected to the Planning Board. 


"I'm disappointed obviously, but I hope Mr. Stellberger does a good job," said Frye. "And, I'm glad to 
be reelected to Planning Board because it's a very important position." 


He said he will consider running for Board of Selectmen again, but he would not run against any 
members seeking reelection. 


Voter turnout more than doubled from 2008, as 108 of the 718 registered voters headed to the polls, 
up from 48 a year ago. 


"We had the contested select board race which might have brought more people out," said Town 
Clerk Donna J. Polwrek, who was reelected to her post. 


Polwrek said there was a steady flow of voters during the first few hours after the polls opened at 10 
a.m. in the John James Memorial Hall and voting, which went until 2 p.m. went "extremely smooth."


One of the positions for Library Trustee resulted in no winner, as 106 voters left the spot blank on the
ballot and the two writeins, Christine Brazeau and Lisa Roberts, tied. Brazeau had stepped down 
from the position and there was no one running on the ballot.


Polwrek said the next course of action in filling the Library Trustee position will be determined on 
Monday.


Marcia H. Shaw was elected to take over for the one year remaining on Gretchen Beaupre's three
year term as Library Trustee, after Beaupre moved out of town. Nancy M. Wood was reelected to her
spot as Library Trustee.


When Pat Kirouac vacated her role as Chesterfield/Goshen Regional School Committee Member, 
Maria Zilberberg was appointed in June 2008 to cover until Saturday's election. Zilberberg chose not 
to run. So, with 99 ballots leaving the position blank, Todd Haskell was written in three times to win 
over six others who were each written in once.


Caucus nominee Nichole M. Walden received the other position on the ballot for Chesterfield/Goshen 
Regional School Committee Member.


Stephen H. Mollison was reelected to the Finance Board and Barbara A. Curran was reelected to 
the Board of Health.


Hampshire Council of Governments representative William P. Sheperdson, Almoner Julie L. Becker, 
Assessor Gina M. Papineau and Moderator Anthony J. Thomas, Jr. were all reelected. 


The three Tilton Fruit Farm Supervisors on the ballot # Douglas J. Gagnon, Phillip D. Judd and 
Richard K. Polwrek # were also reelected. 


Login to post comments  Printerfriendly version 


Filed Under: goshen local news


Popular stories


Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Contact Us | Help Center | FAQ | Subscribe to the Gazette | Advertising  


Daily Hampshire Gazette © 2008 All rights reserved 


Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs


 


           


Sign out   Account   Trouble finding something?   Contact us   Classifieds  


 


 
Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs



http://gazettenet.mycapture.com/

http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/ns/v=2.0D/sz=728X90A/kw=news,_justin,goshen,local,news,_bulk,_dhg,_frontpage,_TMspring2009/

http://www.gazettenet.com/subscribe

http://www.gazettenet.com/

http://www.amherstbulletin.com/

http://www.recorder.com/

http://www.valleyadvocate.com/

http://www.pioneervalley.com/

http://www.manyhands.com/

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/hampshire-life

http://www.gazettenet.com/logout

http://www.gazettenet.com/user/

http://www.gazettenet.com/about/help-center

http://www.gazettenet.com/about/contact-us

http://www.gazettenet.com/classifieds/

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech

http://www.gazettenet.com/blog

http://www.gazettenet.com/user/daily-hampshire-gazette

http://www.gazettenet.com/login?destination=node/232353%2523comment-form

http://www.gazettenet.com/print/232353

http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/ns/v=2.0D/sz=300X250A/kw=news,_justin,goshen,local,news,_bulk,_dhg,_frontpage,_TMspring2009/





Stellberger wins close vote for Goshen's top 
board
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Sunday, May 3, 2009


GOSHEN  In the only contested race of the election between two political newcomers, John D. 
Stellberger defeated Joseph M. Frye, Jr. by seven votes, 55 to 48, for Goshen Board of Selectmen 
Saturday.


"I had a feeling it was going to be a tight race when they said 108 people voted and I wasn't really 
sure what would happen, but I'm very excited," said Stellberger. "I'll be in early on Monday."


Stellberger will replace Lawrence Miller, who decided not to run for reelection and will join E.J. 
Brennan and Joseph Dunn on the board.


Though Frye fell short for Board of Selectmen, he was reelected to the Planning Board. 


"I'm disappointed obviously, but I hope Mr. Stellberger does a good job," said Frye. "And, I'm glad to 
be reelected to Planning Board because it's a very important position." 


He said he will consider running for Board of Selectmen again, but he would not run against any 
members seeking reelection. 


Voter turnout more than doubled from 2008, as 108 of the 718 registered voters headed to the polls, 
up from 48 a year ago. 


"We had the contested select board race which might have brought more people out," said Town 
Clerk Donna J. Polwrek, who was reelected to her post. 


Polwrek said there was a steady flow of voters during the first few hours after the polls opened at 10 
a.m. in the John James Memorial Hall and voting, which went until 2 p.m. went "extremely smooth."


One of the positions for Library Trustee resulted in no winner, as 106 voters left the spot blank on the
ballot and the two writeins, Christine Brazeau and Lisa Roberts, tied. Brazeau had stepped down 
from the position and there was no one running on the ballot.


Polwrek said the next course of action in filling the Library Trustee position will be determined on 
Monday.


Marcia H. Shaw was elected to take over for the one year remaining on Gretchen Beaupre's three
year term as Library Trustee, after Beaupre moved out of town. Nancy M. Wood was reelected to her
spot as Library Trustee.


When Pat Kirouac vacated her role as Chesterfield/Goshen Regional School Committee Member, 
Maria Zilberberg was appointed in June 2008 to cover until Saturday's election. Zilberberg chose not 
to run. So, with 99 ballots leaving the position blank, Todd Haskell was written in three times to win 
over six others who were each written in once.


Caucus nominee Nichole M. Walden received the other position on the ballot for Chesterfield/Goshen 
Regional School Committee Member.


Stephen H. Mollison was reelected to the Finance Board and Barbara A. Curran was reelected to 
the Board of Health.


Hampshire Council of Governments representative William P. Sheperdson, Almoner Julie L. Becker, 
Assessor Gina M. Papineau and Moderator Anthony J. Thomas, Jr. were all reelected. 


The three Tilton Fruit Farm Supervisors on the ballot # Douglas J. Gagnon, Phillip D. Judd and 
Richard K. Polwrek # were also reelected. 
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New Five Colleges leader's goal: grow stronger
together
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE


Staff Writer


Monday, May 4, 2009


AMHERST - As the current leader prepares to step down and


another comes forth, the two agree that further collaboration is


the key to success for the Five College consortium.


On Monday, the Five Colleges Inc.'s board of directors


announced that the new executive director will be Neal


Abraham, who is the current executive vice president, vice


president for academic affairs, dean of faculty and professor of


physics and astronomy at DePauw University in Greencastle,


Ind.


Abraham will succeed Lorna Peterson, who is retiring after 29


years with the Five Colleges Inc., the last 19 of which she


spent as executive director.


"In large part, I don't think it's what my ideas are. I think it's the


shared ideas of the five colleges I'll be working with," Abraham


said of his new role, which begins in August. "The big question


is how can we make each of the institutions stronger by


working together."


Both Abraham and Peterson said the struggling economy and a


need for cuts can make the job more stressful, but also can


bring an upside.


"The challenges of the economic downturn also create a great


opportunity for the colleges to work closely together," said Peterson. "From all I have seen and hear,


(Abraham) is an excellent candidate with exactly the kind of experience for the position."


The 43-year-old consortium, which encompasses Amherst, Hampshire, Mount Holyoke and Smith


colleges as well as the University of Massachusetts-Amherst, has already began to look for and


implement cost-reducing actions.


"Looking at ways to preserve strength in this economy is a great motivation for the schools to


cooperate and share resources," Abraham said.


Besides the stress of the economy, Peterson said Abraham will face the challenge of implementing new


technologies. In his 11 years in DePauw's senior administration, Abraham hired over half of the


university's 228 faculty members, designed a faculty development and recognition program, oversaw


expansion of DePauw's interdisciplinary programs and collaborated with nearby Wabash College.


"Neal's energy and dedication to DePauw and its educational mission have been instrumental in


bringing this college to increasing national prominence in recent years," said DePauw President Brian


W. Casey in a statement. DePauw is ranked 49th in the top 50 liberal arts colleges in the country by


U.S. News and World Report.


He has also been a leader in consortia endeavors, since working early in his tenure at Bryn Mawr with


colleagues at Haverford and Swarthmore colleges.
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"The schools of the Five College consortium have long been models for those of us at other colleges


and universities, and for me in particular, as we explore how to achieve closer and mutually supportive


collaborations," said Abraham in a statement.


A summa cum laude graduate of Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa., Abraham received his doctorate in


physics from Bryn Mawr College, where he taught for 18 years. Before arriving at Bryn Mawr, he taught


at both Dickinson and Swarthmore colleges.


Earlier in his physics career, he visited Amherst College as a lecturer and chaired departmental review


committees at both Smith and Mount Holyoke colleges.


As a physicist, Abraham is considered an international leader in the field of chaos and nonlinear


dynamics, particularly in lasers and nonlinear optical systems. With research support from Research


Corporation, the National Science Foundation and the Scientific Affairs Programme of NATO, he has


published more than 200 scientific articles, many co-authored with undergraduate research


collaborators.


"We are pleased that a leader of Neal Abraham's vision and considerable experience will be leading our


consortium at a time when collaboration holds unprecedented potential for the strategic development of


higher education," Carol T. Christ, president of Smith College and president of the board of directors of


Five Colleges, said in a statement. "I speak for the presidents of all the colleges and the chancellor of


the University of Massachusetts in saying how much we look forward to working with Neal on taking


forward the groundbreaking work of Five Colleges."


Abraham will move to the Pioneer Valley with his wife, Donna Wiley, who is senior vice president and


managing director of Grenzebach Glier and Associates.
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Northampton Unitarians pick leader
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE


Staff Writer


Wednesday, May 6, 2009


NORTHAMPTON - The Unitarian Society of Northampton and


Florence voted Rev. Janet C. Bush as its new settled minister


on Sunday after a year-long search which considered nearly


two dozen Unitarian Universalist ministers from across the


country.


All members of a seven-person search committee


recommended Bush out of the three finalists for the position,


and the congregation selected her in a nearly unanimous vote.


"I was very happy," Bush, 55, said of being voted to her first


minister's position. "I'm thrilled that I'll be going to Northampton."


Bush will begin at the Society on Aug. 15 replacing Rev.


Stephen Cook, who has served for two years as interim


minister after the previous settled minister of four years, Rev.


Jay Deacon, resigned in 2006.


She said her initial plans are to get to know the 300-person


congregation and the local community. Bush was able to spend


time and meet with the congregation during "Candidate Week"


prior to being voted in as minister.


"The congregation liked her very much," said Julie Kurose,


president of the congregation. "She's a warm, talented woman,


and congregation overwhelmingly accepted her as our


minister."


Kurose said she hopes Bush will be able to help the congregation to grow, bring back a greater sense


of commitment to current members and have a stronger presence in the local community.


A Wellesley native, Bush was ordained to the Unitarian Universalist ministry in April and has served as


a ministerial intern at the first Parish Church in Dorchester for two years. She graduated from Andover


Newton Theological seminary in May 2008 and has trained as a student chaplain at VNACare Hospice


of Needham and at Caritas St. Elizabeth's Hospital in Brighton.


In a statement written to the congregation before being elected, Bush wrote, "In becoming a minister I


feel I have come into my own. I am blessed to have found in ministry a vocation that uses my


experience and is served by my passions."


Bush also has experience in business, including stints as chief financial officer of two


Cambridge-based biotech companies, Millennium Pharmaceuticals and ImmuLogic Pharmaceuticals.


She holds three master's degrees - in divinity from the Andover Newton seminary, in management from


Yale and in education from Harvard - and a bachelor's degree in French from Yale.


Married to Booker Bush, a primary care physician at Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital in Boston, and a


mother of two sons - 21-year-old Dan and 18-year-old Eliot - Bush and her family are preparing to


relocate to Northampton.
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Rosenberg panel ID's new money sources for
communities
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE


Staff Writer


Friday, May 8, 2009


A group of Massachusetts legislators is recommending about $500 million in new revenue and savings


for municipalities by increasing taxes on meals, on hotel and motel rooms and on telecommunications


equipment - and by raising vehicle inspection fees.


A report with 55 to 60 different proposals was released to the Statehouse today by the 14-member


Special Commission on Municipal Relief, suggesting state cities and towns can increase their


collective revenue by $409 million.


"Four hundred million dollars is not a ton of money, but it's still significant," state Sen. Stan Rosenberg,


D-Amherst, and co-chair of the committee, said in an interview today.


"It's no exaggeration to say that many municipalities will simply be unable to provide core services


unless new revenues are found and old, waster practices are abolished," Rosenberg added in a


statement.


The state could save another $100 million if municipal employees joined the state employee health plan


provider, the Group Insurance Commission or some comparable statewide plan, and if communities


shared costs of some services, the report said.


The commission began working on the proposal nine months ago. It hopes to have the legislation on


the governor's desk by the end of July, Rosenberg said.


If such measures aren't put into place, said Rosenberg, then the only other source of revenue for a city


or town would be through raising property taxes.


"If you do this, then you can control property taxes better than if you don't," he said.


Should the proposal be implemented, it would be up to each city or town to vote on whether it wants to


adopt the proposed measures - except for the increase in state inspection fees and


telecommunications equipment taxes, which would be enacted across the state.


According to the report, if towns choose to raise the meals tax by 2 percent, the state would generate


$230 million in revenue - the most of all the proposed ideas. Most of that money would go back to the


municipalities, said Rosenberg.


Amid a recession, he said the current meals tax is the only source of state tax revenue that has not


declined. People may be buying less and not going away for vacation, but they are still eating out at


restaurants.


"You can choose not to go out to eat, but you can't choose not to pay your property taxes," Rosenberg


said.


Another $80 million could be had, according the report, if municipalities choose to increase the current


4 percent hotel/motel tax to anywhere from 5 to 9 percent. The state hotel/motel tax of 5.7 percent and


the local hotel/motel tax would also be extended to vacation rentals, including time share and


condominium rentals.


The proposal would generate $72 million by making satellite television providers pay the same 5


percent tax that cable providers pay now and by allowing cities and towns to charge property tax to


utility companies for poles and wires on public property.
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The Massachusetts Appellate Tax Board ruled in March 2008 that telephone companies, including


Verizon, have to pay personal property tax for utility poles and wires on public land. Prior to that ruling,


a century-old tax loophole designed to increase the construction of phone networks had exempted


telecommunications companies from paying such taxes.


However, phone companies do pay tax on poles and wires above private property.


Verizon has since appealed the ruling, which if upheld, could bring between $50 million to $78 million in


taxes to cities and towns, estimates hold.


A $6 increase to the annual motor vehicle inspection fee - from $29 to $35 - would bring in $27 million,


which would fund state and municipal law enforcement.


In an effort to save $100 million, each municipality would have to adopt a cheaper health plan, if their


current plan costs more than a certain benchmark, the commission suggests.


Calculated into the $100 million savings, the proposal also calls for municipalities and districts to share


resources with one another, including goods, services, equipment, facilities and staff. The


Regionalization Incentives Fund would be established to help towns implement such reforms.


The Senate is expected to vote before the end of May on increasing the state sales tax from 5 to 6.25


percent, a measure which passed through the House of Representatives April 27.
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Map project aims to ID gaps in broadband
access
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE


Staff Writer


Wednesday, May 13, 2009


With broadband Internet access making its way to western Massachusetts at dial-up speeds, state


officials hope a new mapping project will help determine which communities are the highest priority.


The Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs' Office of Geographic and


Environmental Information has joined with the Massachusetts Broadband Institute to work on the


four-month project.


The mapping will initially focus on the western part of the state, including Hampshire, Franklin, Berkshire


and Hampden counties, where broadband coverage is least prevalent, according to the governor's


office.


Through a $40 million act signed in August 2008, Gov. Deval Patrick's goal is to have high-speed


broadband Internet access available across the state by 2011.


"I'm sure for many it would not be soon enough," Sharon E. Gillett, director of MBI, said in a phone


interview, adding the mapping project will use $41,350 of the $40 million act. "I know how frustrating it


can be."


A map created in June 2007, based on a survey conducted by the John Adams Innovation Institute,


pinpointed areas with partial or no broadband coverage.


The new maps will update that survey and have a narrower approach to determine the broadband


service level on individual blocks by showing where inventory broadband infrastructure exists and


where gaps in broadband access need to be addressed, said the statement.


"It's like on Google Maps when you zoom in to get a closer look," said Gillett who was appointed


director of MBI April 29.


Once the mapping is complete, work will begin in communities that are the most "unserved" or


"underserved," said Emily Dahl, public information officer for the Massachusetts Technology


Collaborative.


According to a briefing document of the Broadband Legislation Information packet published in 2007 on


the MBI Web site, "Access to high-speed Internet is comparable in significance and economic potential


to universal telephone service and the electrification of rural America in the 1930s. In today's world,


any individual or community without broadband access is educationally and economically


disadvantaged."


The document continues, "Empirical evidence has shown that the mere presence of broadband


increases the growth rate of jobs by as much as 30 percent. In Western Massachusetts, for example,


broadband availability could create roughly 5,000 jobs over the next 10 years ¿ [and] over $163 million


in incremental direct tax revenue over the next 10 years."


Of the communities the Gazette covers, six were completely without broadband service - Cummington,


Goshen, Leverett, Montgomery, Plainfield and Worthington - while another 10 - Chesterfield, Deerfield,


Greenfield, Hadley, Pelham, Shutesbury, South Deerfield, South Hadley, Southampton, Sunderland -


were considered "underserved" according to the 2007 map.


Changes since then, particularly the installation of DSL service through Verizon, have changed that


landscape of service.
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Statewide, of 101 municipalities, 31 had no broadband and another 35 had limited broadband coverage


two years ago.


"Increased broadband availability leads to improved health care, public safety, and public education


services throughout Massachusetts," said the statement from the governor's office. "Access to


broadband also stimulates economic growth, helps create jobs and increases property values."


This statement was based a report entitled "Measuring Broadband's Economic Impact" compiled by


several college professors including Gillett, who was the principal investigator while teaching at the


Massachusetts Institute of Technology.


Massachusetts is also competing against other states for federal support through the American


Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which provides $7.2 billion to improve broadband access nationwide,


including $350 million for grants to states to "develop comprehensive broadband maps over the next


two years," the statement said.


The act, which Gillett described as "a real game-changer," was part of a $787 billion federal stimulus


package passed in February.


There are over 100 companies interested in partnering with state to expand broadband service to


areas where, for now, the only ways to get on the Web are by dial-up or satellite connections, Gillett


said.


She said the state will also talk with officials from town halls, libraries and other state agencies to


determine which areas are in need of faster Internet service.


Comments


Post new comment


Your name:


intern


Subject:


Comment: *


Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically.


Allowed HTML tags: <a> <b> <i> <strong> <em> <code> <cite> <ul> <ol> <li> <img> <div>


Lines and paragraphs break automatically.


More information about formatting options


 


Map project aims to ID gaps in broadband access | GazetteNET http://gazettenet.com/2009/05/13/map-project-aims-id-gaps-broadband-a...


2 of 3 5/18/2009 11:43 AM







Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs


Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Contact Us | Help Center | FAQ | Subscribe to the Gazette | Advertising


Daily Hampshire Gazette © 2008 All rights reserved


Map project aims to ID gaps in broadband access | GazetteNET http://gazettenet.com/2009/05/13/map-project-aims-id-gaps-broadband-a...


3 of 3 5/18/2009 11:43 AM








Email this page Printer-friendly version


Filed Under: amherst colleges local umass amherst


UMass to create course on wind power


Wednesday, May 13, 2009


AMHERST - The University of Massachusetts was one of five Bay State companies selected Tuesday


to share in $1 million of funding for wind energy research.


Receiving $252,687, UMass earned the second largest amount of those chosen. The money will go


towards developing a university-level course, "Offshore Wind Energy Systems Engineering," that could


be used by colleges across the country.


The money is drawn from $25 million in federal stimulus aid that will propel construction of a wind blade


testing center in Charlestown, near Boston.


The state was selected in 2007 by the federal Department of Energy for the testing center, which will


seek to develop commercial-sized wind turbine blades that reduce costs and achieve technical


advances. Construction is set to begin in September, and could be finished by the end of 2010.


Though wind-power proposals have been well-publicized, including the $900 million Cape Wind Project


that would locate a wind farm in Nantucket Sound, there are no offshore wind energy installations in the


U.S.


However, James Manwell, a UMass professor of mechanical and industrial engineering and director of


the university's Wind Energy Center, is optimistic about the future of such projects.


"The expectation is this is going to be the next step in wind energy," he said. "I think it has a huge


potential. We all have a lot of work ahead of us."


Manwell will be involved in developing the engineering course.


Manwell said he and his colleagues at UMass learned they were recipients of the funding a week ago in


Chicago at the annual American Wind Energy Association Conference, which 1,280 companies and


over 23,000 people attended. For Manwell, The conference was a sign that wind energy is moving


ahead. The event drew 1,000 people in 2001.
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UMass to partner with Google for campus email


Friday, May 15, 2009


In a move that will save money, resources and space, the University of Massachusetts will give


undergraduates the option of leaving their existing online communication system behind for a


Google-based one.


By the end of summer, the campus' 19,000 undergraduates can sign up for an advertisement-free


version of the Google suite designed for educational institutions - made available for free to any school


or university and its students.


Undergraduates will be able to have their own Google Apps account, choose to have their official


university email sent to Gmail and start using the other tools in Google Apps, including collaborating on


documents, spreadsheets and presentations in real time using Google Docs, creating Web sites using


Google Sites, coordinating schedules and events on Google Calendar, and chatting instantly with


Google Talk, all of which are accessible through a personalized start page.


"Many students are, of course, very familiar with Gmail, so this will have a certain comfort level to it,"


said university spokesman Ed Blaguszewski.


Students' current university email, UMail, provides 30 megabytes of email storage, while Gmail will


allow for up to seven gigabytes, which Google increases for all its users over time. With 1,024


megabytes in one gigabyte, that gives students about 239 percent more capacity to save emails.


Each student's @student.umass.edu address will remain the same on Gmail. Those who wish to stick


with the old system will not be forced to make the jump to the Google system, but the university will


make Gmail the default email platform beginning with undergraduates who join UMass in spring 2010.


The current email system uses open-source software that does not cost the university any money;


however, the need for resources like servers to run the software and for staff to maintain it does, said


Web communications manager Kerry Shaw, of the UMass Office of Information Technologies.


OIT anticipates the Google Apps system will allow the IT staff to refocus their time, attention and


resources on other projects instead of expanding and maintaining the email system.


UMass is also hoping to provide the same email platform to faculty, staff, other university employees


and graduate students as well, and are in negotiations to add the service to each group's contracts.


Shaw said she hopes a decision will be reached by midsummer.


Google Apps at UMass Amherst will be governed by Google's privacy policy, but Shaw believes the


current acceptable-use policy the university uses for student OIT accounts - the NetReg Conditions of


Use - will still apply.


"We reserve the right to copy and examine any files or information resident on University systems


allegedly related to unacceptable use and to protect our network from systems and events that threaten


or degrade operations," state the conditions all students must say they agree to before they can


access their OIT email and other account features. "Violators are subject to disciplinary action as


prescribed in the Code of Student Conduct, Undergraduate Rights and Responsibilities, and employee


handbooks. Offenders also may be prosecuted under laws."


The launch of "Google Apps at UMass Amherst" comes as part of a partnership between OIT and


Google first announced in a campus-wide email May 7 from special assistant to the chancellor and


OIT's chief information officer John Dubach.


"We decided upon Gmail and Google Apps after a study of options for an email system to help us meet


our rapidly growing needs and students' expectations," he said in a university statement. "Google Apps
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stood out because it offers cutting-edge technology and a high level of service."


UMass Amherst joins thousands of other schools, including other large research institutions like Arizona


State University, Northwestern University and the University of Southern California, that have adopted


Google Apps through Google Apps for Education program.


Students who already use Gmail can still sign up for a UMass Gmail account, as the two are separate.


Some Google Apps used in a standard Gmail account, for example Google Groups, are not included in


the Google Apps for Education suite.


Dubach's email said students will be informed and instructed during the summer on how to sign up for


Google Apps.


Updates on the project can also be monitored at www.umass.edu/googleapps.
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Senate to vote on grim budget


Monday, May 18, 2009


The Massachusetts Senate will vote this week on an austere budget that cuts aid to cities and towns


and abolishes 77 programs.


"Virtually every program is seeing a cut," said state Sen. Stan Rosenberg, D-Amherst. "It's going to


affect the whole state. (Western Massachusetts) is not exempt, but we're not being picked on either."


In response to a projected $4.5 billion deficit, the Senate's $26.7 billion proposal is down $1.3 billion


from the House plan, announced May 1. The tightened budget could encourage the Senate to pass an


increase in the state sales tax from 5 to 6.25 percent, which the House passed on April 27.


"I think we have to raise revenues," said Rosenberg, who said he hopes the Senate comes to a


decision on the state sales tax by tonight, when budget discussions begin.


Rosenberg sees no consensus among the senators on whether to raise the state sales tax. He said he


will base his vote on what the majority of his constituents are telling him - and so far, while the


response is not unanimous, most have told him, "don't cut my services."


"The only way to minimize cuts is to get more revenue in the picture," he said.


Human services on line


The areas being stretched most thin are local aid and human services, said Rosenberg. While


education and health care will face reductions, both areas will receive support outside of the state's


budget through federal stimulus funding, he said. Law enforcement, housing, transportation and


recreation are also involved in the cuts.


In July 2008, local aid for the coming fiscal year's budget was originally set at $1.313 billion. That sum


was cut by $128 million by Gov. Deval Patrick in January and then pared in the House's budget


proposal to around $1.1 billion, before the Senate reduced the total to about $829.8 million - a $483


million, or 36.9 percent, reduction over 10 months.


Local aid would also be affected by a drop of $3 million in reimbursements to municipalities for land


owned by the state.


In terms of human services, the Emergency Assistance Sheltering Program for Homeless Families


would be allocated $82.6 million, which is more than $30 million below the $113 million the state


expects to spend on the program this fiscal year.


Programs provided by the Department of Developmental Services would see a 30 percent cut from this


year's expected funding. Employment services, emergency aid to the elderly, disabled and children, and


support shelters for people at risk of domestic violence are among the other areas that would lose


funding.


Commonwealth Care, a health insurance program for low- and moderate-income Bay State residents


who do not have health insurance, would no longer insure those who are not U.S. citizens, including


certain special status immigrants who are in the country legally.


The budget proposal may also eliminate non-emergency adult dental services and adult day habilitation


services from the insurance coverage. Family health, school health, mental health substance abuse


and smoking prevention services would each lose funding. Violence prevention programs, which


received $9.3 million in fiscal year 2009, would be eliminated.


The Senate proposes increasing the state employee contribution for health insurance to 30 percent for


every worker. Employees now pay between 10 to 20 percent, and the amount is lower based on the
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longer the employee has worked for the state.


Public safety, education cuts


Law enforcement officials would also see cuts. Four police-related line items totaling around $88 million


would be eliminated, including the Quinn Bill program, which increases pay for officers who earn


criminal-justice degrees. The proposed budget would also move the seven county sheriffs' budgets into


the state budget, consolidate more than 150 line items that fund court system divisions into about 30


line items and add or increase fees such as filing for divorce, changing names and issuing temporary


restraining orders.


Statewide, education would be cut by $79 million, or by decreasing each school district's aid by 2


percent. Special education reimbursements to school districts would decline by $124.9 million.


However, the federal stimulus package offers $298.2 million in federal special education grants to


school districts. The budget proposal aims to maintain the same level of funding as the prior fiscal year


to higher education.


Additionally, the Registry of Motor Vehicles would be given more freedom to raise fees and partner with


private entities to seek savings. And the Department of Agriculture would receive $8.5 million for the


state's food banks under the proposed budget, which is $3.5 million below what the state will spend this


fiscal year.
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The drawing that Melissa Krok-Horton


of Northampton submitted to Google.


Young Northampton artist wins kudos for
Google doodle


Tuesday, June 2, 2009


SOUTH HADLEY - Sixteen-year-old Pioneer Valley Performing


Arts sophomore Melissa Krok-Horton is one of eight state


finalists in the second-annual "Doodle 4 Google" national logo


design competition, which received more than 28,000 entries.


"Honestly, I jumped up and down - I was really excited," said


the Northampton teen, recalling when she was called to the


school's administrative office and told how she had placed.


"She was pretty excited," added Bob Brick, the school's


executive director. "Melissa is really an amazing artist."


Last year, she heard of the first ever Google doodle logo


competition from her younger sister, who attends JFK Middle


School and drew a design. But she missed the submission


deadline.


However, this year she was prepared. She drew a new logo for


the contest, sent in her drawing by the March 31 deadline and


was one of two students chosen from the grades 10-12


category for Massachusetts.


Google doodles are the drawings that are designed on, around and through the Google logo on the


site's homepage.


According the contest's Web site, the competition is open to all U.S. residents aged of 5 to 18 who


attend elementary and secondary schools.


Krok-Horton said she has participated in a few art contests before, including this year's "Create-An-Ad"


contest in the Gazette.


She said was hoping to do well in the Google competition, but did not expect the results to turn out as


they did. "After I sent it in, I had kind of forgot about it, actually," she said.


The theme of this year's contest was "What I Wish for the World." Krok-Horton drew a picture of a girl


with "a really warm smile" holding out a large basket of food and incorporating the Google logo to


"illustrate an end to world hunger."


Though Krok-Horton's entry was not chosen to advance to the regional finals, she is pleased to have


ranked among the finalists in the country. She plans to submit another drawing in the 2010 contest.


"I do a lot of art work. It's part of my life," she said. "I enjoy being given a task and then trying to include


my own interpretation."


In all, 400 drawings were picked. Entries came in four age brackets: kindergarten to grade 3, grades


4-6, grades 7-9 and grades 10-12. Out of those, two finalists are selected from each state. Students


attending private schools and home schools are also eligible to participate.


"Students' doodles, including Melissa's, were judged on artistic merit, creativity, representation of the


theme, and other criteria," said Anne Espiritu of Google's press office.


None of the Bay State doodlers advanced to the regional finals this year.
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The winning doodle, by sixth-grader Christin Engelberth of San Antonio, Texas, called "A New


Beginning," was chosen by the judges to go live on the Google home page for 24 hours.


As national winner, Engelberth got a $15,000 college scholarship, a trip to Google's New York City


office, a laptop computer and a T-shirt printed with her doodle.


"Doodle 4 Google" is held in separate competitions around the world in countries such as Ireland,


Australia, England, Germany, Netherlands, Mexico, China and Israel.


The idea for Google doodles originated with company intern turned Webmaster Dennis Hwang in 2000.
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Colbert to put UMass expert on lying to
truthiness test
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE


Staff Writer


Tuesday, June 9, 2009


AMHERST - You can bet that Stephen Colbert will have a field day with University of Massachusetts


psychology professor and interim dean Robert Feldman.


Feldman's book "The Liar in Your Life: The Way to Truthful Relationships," is scheduled to be released


in August, and for the occasion, Feldman will make the rounds on national television programs, among


them "The Colbert Report" and "Good Morning America." He will also be interviewed on National Public


Radio.


Feldman has made the study of human deception and lying a focus of his research over a 30-year


career. His latest book on the topic is scheduled for release Aug. 3.


"I think lying is part of everybody's life, and what the title of the book suggests is that we all have liars


in our lives and that people lie to us all the time," said Feldman. He was recently promoted from


associate dean to interim dean of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences at UMass.


"A lot of the time those lies are not very profound kinds of lies," he acknowledged. "Sometimes they're


just social niceties, like agreeing with somebody when you don't really agree with them just to be


pleasant."


Feldman is fully aware that he is not likely to be pleasantly agreed with when he goes one-on-one with


Colbert on Comedy Central.


"That's the one venue that I'm most concerned about," said Feldman. "The advice that I've gotten is not


to try to be funny. The best approach is just to play the straight man."


Feldman's publicity people have told him that before the show, Colbert comes in and talks to people in


the green room.


"He's very nice, he's very friendly, he's just a regular guy," Feldman said. "And he says, ¿Out there I'm


going to be a character. I'm playing a role. I'm not going to be so pleasant out there, but just remember


that it's just a role; it's just what I do.' "


Nonetheless, the 61-year-old UMass professor said he is looking forward to the appearance, even if it


is a little nerve-wracking.


"I think it will be fun," he said. "Fun and a little daunting, but I'm excited because I'm excited to talk about


the book, and I'm excited to meet Stephen Colbert."


The heart of his research


Feldman said he likes talking about his research because he believes it is both interesting and


important for people to hear.


"It's good for people to know it, because it's so easy for us to lie and for us to lie without even thinking


about it," he said. "I think that is something that as a society we need to work on."


He likes to spread the word about that.


"We commit these lies very often without even thinking about them because it's so much a part of the


social fabric," he said. "That's what I think is really important for people to be aware of when they're


being deceptive."
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So how often does the average person stray from the truth?


Feldman says when two people are getting to know each other, they will each lie an average of three


times in a 10-minute period.


Often, said Feldman, the lies are said to make another person feel better by agreeing with them. Other


times, people fib to make themselves look better. But, he said, whatever the reason may be, a major


motivator for deceit is that it is relatively easy to get away with - and in some cases, it's part of an


unspoken social contract.


"People want to hear the lies in that if I say to you, ¿I'm on this diet, do you think I'm losing weight,' I


really want to hear that yeah, I'm losing weight," Feldman said as an example. "Or, ¿Do you think that


this coffee stain on my shirt shows,' I really want to hear that it doesn't show, so I'm ready to accept it.


In many cases we're willing accomplices of those who lie to us."


Feldman says even those who are most vigilant in questioning what they are being told only have


slightly better than a 50-percent chance at determining if someone is being truthful or not.


He said people often look at the wrong cues and can confuse nervousness or anxiety with lying.


Though polygraphs are somewhat better lie detectors than humans, even those machines make lots of


mistakes, Feldman said.


This behavior, he said, applies to all cultures, he said, but could be particularly pronounced in the


United States because of past high-profile figures who have been caught lying and faced few


consequences, like former President Bill Clinton.


"It was pretty clear that Clinton had not been completely honest with the country and yet he ultimately ...


he went through a difficult period politically, but ultimately he was exonerated and he's a very popular


figure right now," said Feldman. "So, that's a very powerful message to society, when you have


someone who is high in prestige, who is very powerful and who lies and ultimately gets away with it. It


really gives you the message that it's OK to lie."


In his book, Feldman writes about "active honesty assessment," or 1the idea that a person should think


about whether whoever they are talking to is telling the truth as the two are conversing.


"It can't be the major thing that we do when we're talking to somebody else, but it does need to be in


the back of our heads," he said.


However, Feldman said lying is still a reality that is tough to avoid at times.


"Being able to go along with some of those social niceties is important, but at the same time I think it's


important to keep in mind the ultimate lesson that it is important to be truthful," he said. "These little lies


make it easier to move into bigger lies, so it's a slippery slope."


Slippery slope? That's one of Colbert's favorite topics. Wonder what he'll have to say about that. And


will it be truthful?
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Comments


Login to post comments  


Login to post comments  


School Committee chair gives up seat 


By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Thursday, April 15, 2010


SOUTH HADLEY  Nine days after being reelected, the South 
Hadley School Committee chairman, ensnared in criticism over bullying allegations surrounding a high
school student's suicide, announced during a public meeting Wednesday night that he would 
relinquish the chairman's seat.


Edward J. Boisselle, who has served on the board for 10 years, including the past year as chairman, 
was quick to distance his move from the ongoing controversy over the death of 15yearold Phoebe 
Prince. Prosecutors, who have brought criminal charges against six students in the case, have said 
some high school staff knew Prince was being harassed by classmates but took no action to stop the 
bullying.


Instead, Boisselle said he made the move because he has "always felt that the chairmanship should 
rotate every year." He plans to remain on the committee, and vice chairwoman JoAnn Jordan will 
become chairwoman.


A deeply divided, standingroomonly crowd of residents addressed school officials, expressing both 
anger and support toward administrators during a meeting that saw multiple outbursts. 


The first two speakers were removed by police at Boisselle's request because they "talked about 
things that should not be talked about in public."


"The School Committee is coming off looking deplorable," said high school parent Barrie E. 
ChambersLeonard. "I wish everyone had the chance to say what they felt today." 


Boisselle later said he was sorry for having to remove the two speakers.


"I apologize for the aggressive manner I dealt with people who did not want to follow the rules," he 
said.


However, there was also strong support for school officials, and several speakers urged residents to 
withhold judgment until more facts are known.


"No school official who witnessed hurtful actions against a student would have failed to report such an
incident, and there is no merit to the idea of an attempt to suppress information," said parent Janna 
DarrowRioux.


Matthew McDonough, also a parent, addressed those who have petitioned for the removal of 
Superintendent Gus Sayer and high school Principal Daniel T. Smith.


"(Their resignations) will not bring back Ms. Prince. It will not undo the indictments of our students," he
said.


Several parents who said their children had been bullied in the South Hadley school system said 
administrators in those instances acted quickly and appropriately.


But those examples gave little solace to those who believed Prince's bullying was not properly 
addressed.


"I think it's time, Ed (Boisselle), that you stop focusing on discrediting the critics and address this 
issue," said Darby O'Brien, a resident who has been critical of the school's handling of the case. "You
need to hold the officials, who could have stepped in at any point along the way, accountable."


"I'm sorry to see the town divided like this," Sayer said.


"Critical to the success of (antibullying) programs, we must find a way to change the environment of 
our schools so that students, along with adults, accept responsibility for protecting one another from 
harm," Sayer said later, reading from a threepage press release that was then distributed to the 
audience.


School Committee members said they have yet to meet with Northwestern District Attorney Elizabeth 
Scheibel as they had planned, to further discuss the details prosecutors uncovered in their 
investigation. But, said Boiselle, they hope to do so in the near future.


"I take responsibility that we have not gotten together earlier, after the actions of the Northwestern 
district attorney's office," said Boisselle.


Should details of the district attorney's investigation reveal school staff were aware of the bullying and
did not take action, Boisselle said, "there will be severe consequences."


More than 100 people were packed into the same library where prosecutors say Prince was harassed
by classmates hours before she hanged herself on Jan. 14.


Earlier Wednesday, dozens of students carrying signs that read "No H8" rallied outside the school, 
calling for peace in the rural western Massachusetts community, according to published reports.


In relation to both cyber and inperson bullying, six South Hadley high schoolers# are facing criminal 
charges brought by Scheibel's office about 2½ weeks ago. 


In the week before she took her life, Prince, a new student who moved to South Hadley from Ireland 
last summer, endured a string of bullying incidents at the hands of classmates that ranged from 
vicious namecalling to taunting and threats of physical violence, according to court documents filed 
last week.


The six charged as adults, who have pleaded innocent, are Kayla Narey and Sean Mulveyhill, both 
17, of South Hadley, Austin Renaud, 18, of Springfield, and three 16yearold South Hadley residents,
Sharon Chanon Velazquez, Flannery Mullins and Ashley Longe, who are also charged as juvenile 
offenders.
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SH chair move illegal


What chairman Boiselle did was also illegal. 


By opening the meeting for public comment, the chair created a limited public forum. As a designated public forum, 
he can only impose time, place and manner restrictions. He may not prohibit speech based on its content.
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Speakers removed from meeting


After having 2 people thrown out of the meeting, Boisselle later said he was sorry for having to remove the two 
speakers.


"I apologize for the aggressive manner I dealt with people who did not want to follow the rules," he said. 


I wish that the leadership of the South Hadly H.S. would have taken this approach with the bullies.


Popular stories


Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Contact Us | Help Center | FAQ | Subscribe to the Gazette | Advertising 


Daily Hampshire Gazette © 2008 All rights reserved 


Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs


 


           


Sign out   Account   Trouble finding something?   Contact us   Classifieds  


 


 
Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs



http://gazettenet.mycapture.com/

http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/ns/v=2.0D/sz=728X90A/kw=news,_topstory,bullying,local,news,schools,south%20hadley,_bulk,_dhg,_frontpage/

http://www.gazettenet.com/subscribe

http://www.gazettenet.com/

http://www.amherstbulletin.com/

http://www.recorder.com/

http://www.valleyadvocate.com/

http://www.pioneervalley.com/

http://www.manyhands.com/

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/hampshire-life

http://www.gazettenet.com/logout

http://www.gazettenet.com/user/

http://www.gazettenet.com/about/help-center

http://www.gazettenet.com/about/contact-us

http://www.gazettenet.com/classifieds/

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech

http://www.gazettenet.com/blog

http://www.gazettenet.com/user/daily-hampshire-gazette

http://www.gazettenet.com/login?destination=node/266081%2523comment-form

http://www.gazettenet.com/print/266081

http://www.gazettenet.com/files/images/20100415-000844-pic-648669587.display.jpg

http://www.gazettenet.com/files/images/20100415-000844-pic-571751038.display.jpg

http://www.gazettenet.com/files/images/20100415-000844-pic-234666186.display.jpg

http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/ns/v=2.0D/sz=120X90A/kw=news,_topstory,bullying,local,news,schools,south%20hadley,_bulk,_dhg,_frontpage/

http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/ns/v=2.0D/sz=300X250A/kw=news,_topstory,bullying,local,news,schools,south%20hadley,_bulk,_dhg,_frontpage/

http://www.gazettenet.com/paragon





South Hadley struggles with bullying case
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School Committee chair gives up seat 


By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Thursday, April 15, 2010


SOUTH HADLEY  Nine days after being reelected, the South 
Hadley School Committee chairman, ensnared in criticism over bullying allegations surrounding a high
school student's suicide, announced during a public meeting Wednesday night that he would 
relinquish the chairman's seat.


Edward J. Boisselle, who has served on the board for 10 years, including the past year as chairman, 
was quick to distance his move from the ongoing controversy over the death of 15yearold Phoebe 
Prince. Prosecutors, who have brought criminal charges against six students in the case, have said 
some high school staff knew Prince was being harassed by classmates but took no action to stop the 
bullying.


Instead, Boisselle said he made the move because he has "always felt that the chairmanship should 
rotate every year." He plans to remain on the committee, and vice chairwoman JoAnn Jordan will 
become chairwoman.


A deeply divided, standingroomonly crowd of residents addressed school officials, expressing both 
anger and support toward administrators during a meeting that saw multiple outbursts. 


The first two speakers were removed by police at Boisselle's request because they "talked about 
things that should not be talked about in public."


"The School Committee is coming off looking deplorable," said high school parent Barrie E. 
ChambersLeonard. "I wish everyone had the chance to say what they felt today." 


Boisselle later said he was sorry for having to remove the two speakers.


"I apologize for the aggressive manner I dealt with people who did not want to follow the rules," he 
said.


However, there was also strong support for school officials, and several speakers urged residents to 
withhold judgment until more facts are known.


"No school official who witnessed hurtful actions against a student would have failed to report such an
incident, and there is no merit to the idea of an attempt to suppress information," said parent Janna 
DarrowRioux.


Matthew McDonough, also a parent, addressed those who have petitioned for the removal of 
Superintendent Gus Sayer and high school Principal Daniel T. Smith.


"(Their resignations) will not bring back Ms. Prince. It will not undo the indictments of our students," he
said.


Several parents who said their children had been bullied in the South Hadley school system said 
administrators in those instances acted quickly and appropriately.


But those examples gave little solace to those who believed Prince's bullying was not properly 
addressed.


"I think it's time, Ed (Boisselle), that you stop focusing on discrediting the critics and address this 
issue," said Darby O'Brien, a resident who has been critical of the school's handling of the case. "You
need to hold the officials, who could have stepped in at any point along the way, accountable."


"I'm sorry to see the town divided like this," Sayer said.


"Critical to the success of (antibullying) programs, we must find a way to change the environment of 
our schools so that students, along with adults, accept responsibility for protecting one another from 
harm," Sayer said later, reading from a threepage press release that was then distributed to the 
audience.


School Committee members said they have yet to meet with Northwestern District Attorney Elizabeth 
Scheibel as they had planned, to further discuss the details prosecutors uncovered in their 
investigation. But, said Boiselle, they hope to do so in the near future.


"I take responsibility that we have not gotten together earlier, after the actions of the Northwestern 
district attorney's office," said Boisselle.


Should details of the district attorney's investigation reveal school staff were aware of the bullying and
did not take action, Boisselle said, "there will be severe consequences."


More than 100 people were packed into the same library where prosecutors say Prince was harassed
by classmates hours before she hanged herself on Jan. 14.


Earlier Wednesday, dozens of students carrying signs that read "No H8" rallied outside the school, 
calling for peace in the rural western Massachusetts community, according to published reports.


In relation to both cyber and inperson bullying, six South Hadley high schoolers# are facing criminal 
charges brought by Scheibel's office about 2½ weeks ago. 


In the week before she took her life, Prince, a new student who moved to South Hadley from Ireland 
last summer, endured a string of bullying incidents at the hands of classmates that ranged from 
vicious namecalling to taunting and threats of physical violence, according to court documents filed 
last week.


The six charged as adults, who have pleaded innocent, are Kayla Narey and Sean Mulveyhill, both 
17, of South Hadley, Austin Renaud, 18, of Springfield, and three 16yearold South Hadley residents,
Sharon Chanon Velazquez, Flannery Mullins and Ashley Longe, who are also charged as juvenile 
offenders.
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SH chair move illegal


What chairman Boiselle did was also illegal. 


By opening the meeting for public comment, the chair created a limited public forum. As a designated public forum, 
he can only impose time, place and manner restrictions. He may not prohibit speech based on its content.
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Speakers removed from meeting


After having 2 people thrown out of the meeting, Boisselle later said he was sorry for having to remove the two 
speakers.


"I apologize for the aggressive manner I dealt with people who did not want to follow the rules," he said. 


I wish that the leadership of the South Hadly H.S. would have taken this approach with the bullies.
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Gun, beating charges for Amherst man
By SCOTT MERZBACH
Staff Writer


Saturday, April  17, 2010


AMHERST - Police say an Amherst man tried to run a 23-year-old Springfield man over with his car
at a Belchertown Road home and then threatened him with a gun and beat him up with his fists and
feet.


Amherst Police arrested Jyming Chea, 27, of 266 E. Hadley Road, Unit 97C, after the incident
Thursday afternoon.


At his arraignment Friday, Chea pleaded innocent to four charges: two counts of assault and battery
with a dangerous weapon - a motor vehicle and a shod foot - and single counts of assault and battery
and assault with a dangerous weapon, a handgun, according to Assistant District Attorney Michael A.
Cahillane.


According to police, he is being held without the right to bail at Hampshire County Jail.


Police Detective Gabe Ting said Chea apparently went to the man's home to confront him because
he was upset the man was dating the mother of Chea's child and growing closer to his daughter.


"He went to the victim's residence, found him and tried to run him over with car," Ting said.


He said that after hitting the man with the car and knocking him to the ground, Chea jumped out of
the moving vehicle and produced a handgun. The man ran into the woods, pursued by Chea, who
punched the man in the face several times, and kicked him in the stomach while he was on the
ground. The car crashed in the wooded area.


The victim was transported by Amherst Fire Department ambulance to Baystate Medical Center in
Springfield, where he was treated for cuts and abrasions to his face and bruising to his ribs, and was
later released, Ting said.


His name was not available at press time.


Witnesses to the incident reported Chea fired a semi-automatic gun, but Ting said police are still
investigating whether that happened because no one was injured by a gunshot.


State police and University of Massachusetts police K9 units were contacted to assist with the
investigation, and police recovered a handgun, a 9 mm pistol.


According to a police press release, Chea will face these additional weapons charges in Eastern
Hampshire District Court Tuesday: possession of a handgun without a permit, possession of a firearm
with a defaced serial number, carrying a dangerous weapon (handgun and use of a firearm in
commission of a felony.


Chea's vehicle was damaged during the incident and towed.


Chea has been in trouble with local police in the past, according to Gazette files.


In April 2008, Chea was one of three men arrested on charges of charges of assault and battery
causing serious bodily injury, as well as additional charges of assault and battery with a dangerous
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weapon (a shod foot) resisting arrest and disorderly conduct, following an incident behind a Triangle
Street business in which a Connecticut man was beaten up.


In March 2003, Chea was one of several people arrested on charges of distributing a class B drug,
cocaine, from Mill Valley Estates, a South Amherst apartment complex.


It is unclear whether he was convicted of these offenses.
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2 Michigan Girl Scouts plan vigil, offer
'Phoebe's Pledge'
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Wednesday, April  21, 2010


Saddened by news of the suicide of a 15-year-old South Hadley High School student, two 12-year-old
seventh-grade Girl Scouts in Michigan are taking a stand against bullying and have rallied their local
community to join in their pledge.


As part of a comprehensive Girl Scout project, Alena Buczynski and Madeline Rayner have organized
a vigil in Phoebe Prince's memory to be held tonight in the center of their home city, Marshall, Mich.


"When the girls read Phoebe's story, they were visibly shaken. There were tears in their eyes," said
36-year-old Beth Rayner, who is the troop leader of both teens, a seventh-grade teacher at the
middle school and Madeline's mom.


In late March, when news spread nationwide of six South Hadley students being criminally charged
for allegedly bullying their classmate, the two teens were moved into action and organized "Anti-
Bullying Week" at their school. This past week, students at Marshall Middle School have participated
in various activities designed to teach students to respect one another and to report bullying when it's
witnessed.


But the two Girl Scouts wanted to extend their anti-bullying message outside their school as well and
went before their city council to gain approval to hold tonight's vigil in Prince's memory. Community
members will gather in the city's downtown beginning at 7:30 for an hourlong vigil that will recount
Prince's story, followed by prayer, a poem, song and a speech from State Sen. Mike Nofs. Concluding
the event, Buczynski and Rayner will lead the crowd in reciting "Phoebe's Pledge," which they wrote:
"I pledge to not spread gossip in person or online, treat others with kindness and respect, take a
stand for what is right, because bullying is wrong and hurts everybody."


"Bullying is everywhere, and (what happened in South Hadley) could happen here, too," said Beth
Rayner. "I think that people everywhere are really starting to take this seriously."


By Friday, the two teens hope the other students in their school of about 760 will have signed their
pledge.
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KEVIN GUTTING


April Grabowski, 5, of Indian Orchard
admires two hens, Penelope, left, a
three-year-old Buff Orpington, and
Gladys, a Rhode Island Red less
than a year old, during the Eco-Fair
and Family Funfest held in Pulaski
Park on Sunday. The pair are two of
the three fowl that Meg Taylor of the
Pioneer Valley Backyard Chicken
Association brought to the event.


 


Northampton Earth Day event shares
eco-friendly practices
NORTHAMPTON - Area residents seeking tips and advice on how to live
a more "green" lifestyle descended on Pulaski Park Sunday afternoon for
the city's first celebration in several years of the four-decade-old Earth
Day.


By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Monday, April  26, 2010


The Northampton event was one of several with a similar
theme held around the Pioneer Valley over the weekend.


Local eco-friendly groups and businesses arranged tents to
promote and educate attendees on various environmentally
sustainable practices such as getting around by bicycle, public
transportation or hybrid vehicles, raising backyard chickens,
using energy-efficient lighting and appliances, and composting
and gardening for urban dwellers.


Valley Time Trade, which established a local network in
January, recruited new members interested in offering
services to others in the community to earn credit for the time
they've invested to be used toward services from other
members.


For instance, a member who walks another time trader's dog
for 30 minutes can later receive 30 minutes of assistance from
others in the group.


"People here though it was a cool idea, and I think (the
Pioneer Valley) is the kind of place where it can really take
off," said Northampton resident and trade member Emily
Wergin, 29. More than 700 area residents have joined the
organization in its first four months.


Huddled around a pair of chickens, others learned that raising
the egg-laying birds is not just something for those who live
on a farm or in a rural area.


Kathy Eslea of Northampton, who has raised four chickens for the past two years in the backyard of
her home, said the practice is relatively low-maintenance and benefits include the production of over
a dozen eggs each week per chicken, natural pest and grub control and free fertilizer.


What's best, she said, is that "the eggs are much tastier than the store-bought ones," and more
nutritious.


Those looking for a way to travel with less dependence on fossil fuels stopped by a booth explaining
the pluses of adding a special battery pack to hybrid cars, like the 2005 Toyota Prius on display, that
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allows the vehicles to run solely on electric power for a longer duration.


"We're hoping people see that electric cars are really within their grasp," said Bill Farkas, 59, of
Florence and president of the Pioneer Valley Electric Auto Association. "I think when people see the
Prius they realize this is not some new-fangled technology for the future. It's here and now."


Sunday's gloomy skies did not give way to rain at the outdoor "Eco-Fair and Family Funfest," which
sought to teach people to live well while consuming less energy, and thus slow climate change.


Minuet Fusto, 42, of Greenfield, and her 7-year-old daughter, Angelina, enjoyed the family-friendly
atmosphere and received tips on composting.


"This is awesome. We came here to see if we could get suggestions for an issue we've been having
with our composting," and found the help they were looking for, said the elder Fusto.
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Leverett adopts all Town Meeeting
articles
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Sunday, April  25, 2010


LEVERETT - Saturday's annual Town Meeting ran smoothly as all 27 warrant articles passed and
every candidate up for election won in uncontested races.


Voters approved two headlining resolutions - one asking residents to welcome detainees from the
military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to Leverett, and another seeking to direct the Select Board
to help overturn a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision that awarded corporations First Amendment
rights.


Also approved were the town's $5.1 million budget for fiscal year 2011, a $15,000 hydraulic lift for the
highway department and an energy-efficient building code, known as the "stretch code."


Referring to the "stretch code" and a "Demolition Delay" bylaw - which will regulate the demolition of
historically significant buildings - Select Board Chairman Richard Brazeau said, "There was some
discussion about those," due to components of the articles that were not completely clear to some
residents; however, "there was no opposition once they understood."


The headline article, approved at the five-hourlong meeting held at the Leverett Elementary school,
calls on Congress to repeal a ban prohibiting cleared detainees from the Guantanamo Bay prison
from entering into the United States. If the ban is lifted, the proposal calls for welcoming cleared
detainees to Leverett.


A second notable article was a resolution that calls for the Select Board to join a "grassroots"
movement seeking to overturn the recent Supreme Court verdict in the Citizens United vs. the Federal
Election Commission case, in which the court awarded the right of free speech to corporations.


Other approved agenda items included:


 · a proposal to enter into discussions with other western Massachusetts municipalities to create a
regional broadband Internet service to be operated by the involved towns;


 · a $23,500 appropriation from the Community Preservation Fund for the rehabilitation of the Leverett
Crafts and Arts building;


 · a proposal to join the Franklin County Solid Waste Management District and pay a one-time
membership fee of $4,550 to the organization.


Leverett's town elections allow for voters to nominate candidates from the floor of Town Meeting;
however no such nominations occurred this year.


The candidates elected this year are as follows: Don Robinson, assessor, 3-year term; Fay Zipkowtiz,
assistant moderator, 1-year term; Chuck Dauchy and Michael Fair, two seats, Board of Health, 3-year
term each; Carl Field, constable, 3-year term; Don Gibavic and Nancy Grossman, two seats, Finance
Committee, 3-year term and 2-year term, respectively; Elaine Barker and Georgie Schmid, two seats,
library trustees, 3 year-term each; Jean Bergstrom and Steve Freedman, two seats, Planning Board,
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5-year term each; Farshid Hajir and Dawn Sacks, two seats, School Committee, 3-year term each;
Peter d'Errico, Select Board, 3-year term; Lisa Stratford, town clerk, 3-year term; William Stratford,
tree warden, 1-year term.
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Intoxicated students overwhelm hospital
ER
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Sunday, April  25, 2010


AMHERST - A dozen people were hospitalized and treated for severe intoxication when they became
sick during a dance party at the University of Massachusetts Saturday night into Sunday morning,
according to campus officials.


The influx of patients put a strain on Cooley Dickinson Hospital, which was forced to close its
emergency room to new patients shortly after midnight, according to staff members.


A hospital spokesperson could not be reached for comment Sunday, but a nursing supervisor
confirmed the closure. She said the hospital's emergency room can typically treat 20 to 25 people
simultaneously. She did not know the exact number of people who sought treatment Saturday night
into Sunday or how many had an alcohol-related illness, but she said the patient total grew to an
"excessive amount."


UMass spokesman Edward Blaguszewski said the identity of those who became ill during the event in
the Mullins Center was not known. He said he did not know whether they were UMass students or
which hospital treated them.


The Mullins Center does not serve alcohol, and the approximately 1,300 people at the event were
screened for alcohol and other prohibited items prior to entering the "Turn It Up Party," he said.


Police suspect the 12 who became sick had been drinking before entering the event but did not begin
to show signs of intoxication until later, said Blaguszewski. He said they are expected to recover.


Police reported no arrests or property damage at the event, he added.


The dance party, which was open to any college student who showed student identification, was part
of the University's "Blackout Weekend," a campus tradition in which UMass students invite other
college students for various weekend sporting, food and music events. The name has no connection
to the term "blackout," which some use to describe alcohol-induced amnesia.


UMass Amherst Police and Amherst Fire officials who responded with ambulances to aid the 12
intoxicated people were not immediately available to comment on the incident.


Comments


Mon, 04/26/2010 - 11:29 — fjd


On the bright side....


...12 out of 1300, that's less than 1% in attendance. My guess is those 12 forgot what they learned from the Basics
Alcohol Education Program all students participate in. Good thing those other 1288 concert goers remembered its not
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cool to drink to excess!


reply


Mon, 04/26/2010 - 07:42 — ranger74


University Health Service


Might be wise to change the name of that event because it just may promote excessive alcohol use among the
students.


reply


Mon, 04/26/2010 - 08:43 — Liz


Good Idea?


Yeah, that'll stop 'em. I'm sure that is reason they "pre-gamed".
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Police ID driver in bicycle hit-and-run


Monday, April  26, 2010


AMHERST - Police said they've identified the driver of a vehicle that struck and hospitalized a
University of Massachusetts bicyclist in a hit-and-run collision last weekend.


The 19-year-old Orange man will be summoned to appear in Eastern Hampshire District Court on the
charge of leaving the scene of a personal injury accident. Police said they did not disclose the man's
name because he has yet to be summoned to court.


Around 10:22 p.m. on April 17, while riding a bicycle on Main Street in downtown Amherst, Matthew
Oliverio, a 22-year-old UMass biology major, was seriously injured after being struck by a dark-
colored sedan, officials said. Witnesses told police the car involved drove away from the scene.
Oliverio, originally from Braintree, was treated at Baystate Medical Center in Springfield and has since
been released from the hospital, police said.


The suspect's vehicle is now in police custody and is being examined by local and state officials. No
court date has been set.


- Matt Rocheleau
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Fire levels unoccupied home in Granby
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Sunday, April  25, 2010


Fire levels unoccupied home in Granby


GRANBY - An early-morning structure fire destroyed an unoccupied home off Route 202 Saturday
and closed the roadway for around two hours while firefighters battled the blaze, officials said.


Responding police and fire officials arrived shortly after 2 a.m. to find a home at 423R East State St.
engulfed in flames. By the time the fire was extinguished around 4 a.m., "the structure was a total
loss," said a Granby Police press release.


The fire's origin is unknown and is being investigated, officials said.


- Matt Rocheleau
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JERREY ROBERTS


South Hadley School Superintendent
Gus Sayer reads a prepared
statement during a school committee
meeting Wednesday at South Hadley
High School.


 


South Hadley gives Sayer 2 more years
on contract
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Saturday, May 1, 2010


The South Hadley School Committee approved a two-year
contract extension for School Superintendent Gus A. Sayer
Thursday.


The two-year extension begins July 1. Sayer was hired as
South Hadley's School Superintendent six years ago and
earns $125,141 annually. Any salary increases under the new
contract extension must still be negotiated.


"I know it was a tough decision for the School Committee
because they're under a lot of pressure from various groups,
but they are responsible for the town as a whole," Sayer said,
of the vote of support.


"There were certainly more questions this year than in
previous years," he added.


School Committee members could not be reached Friday for
comment.


Sayer's contract renewal comes at a turbulent time in the
School Department. Some residents and others outside of
town have called for his resignation in the wake of the School
Department's handling of the high-profile case involving the
late Phoebe Prince, a 15-year-old high school freshman.


Prince hanged herself at her home Jan. 14, and her story
exploded onto the national stage in March when Northwestern
District Attorney Elizabeth D. Scheibel brought criminal
charges against six students in connection with her death.


Meantime, Sayer said he still hasn't met with Scheibel to discuss inconsistencies between her team's
findings and those of a high school investigation.


Earlier this year, Scheibel suggested school officials could have done more to stop the students who
harassed Prince and described "the actions or inactions" of some adults of the school as
"troublesome."


School administrators say that until they meet with Scheibel, they won't know what she means.


Asked why he and South Hadley High School Principal Daniel T. Smith have not been able to meet
with Scheibel after weeks of requests, Sayer said he didn't have an answer.


"We're still trying to meet with her," Sayer said. "We're available."
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Resident Luke T. Gelinas, who has been an outspoken critic of school administrators, said he
expected as much from the School Committee in regard to their vote to extend Sayer's contract. "It's
typical of the lack of care and concern for our kids," said Gelinas in a phone interview Friday. "They're
only concerned about themselves, their friends and the old-boy cronyism that got us all into this mess
to begin with."


Comments


Sat, 05/01/2010 - 06:40 — Theresa1


Shame on them


Shame on South Hadley school board for keeping Sayer on. Not only is it a slap in the communities face, but to the
children that are in that school system. Clearly, Mr. Sayer has not been forth coming on the issue of Bullying at the
school. Bullying is not something new, and this tragedy with Ms. Prince should not have happened if the administration
was doing their job, yet it did happened for a longtime on his watch. The school board acted irresponsibly, and is
keeping the very person who is ultimately responsible for the safety of the children on. Keeping him on is a liability, but
mostly it will not allow the school to move forward and heal from this horrible tragedy and the stigma that is now
associated with the school.
If Sayer had any morals, ethics, and put the children first, he would have stepped down, taking responsibility for his
inadaquacies as a leader that lead to this tragedy. If the school board had the childrens' best interest at heart, they
would not have kept him on.


The residents of South Hadley should be outraged!


Thankfully school of choice is an option that can be exercised.
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JERREY ROBERTS


A group from Greenfield Center
School walks down Crafts Avenue
today during the annual Pride march
in Northampton. The 29th year for the
event saw an impressive turnout that
exceeded recent years, observers
say.


 


Northampton swells with Pride
celebration
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, May 3, 2010


NORTHAMPTON #- Despite a float malfunction, 26-year-old
University of Massachusetts graduate student Ilke Ercani was
all smiles after her first march at what might have been a
record-setting Pride parade and rally in the city's downtown
Saturday.


Shortly following the parade that kicked off Northampton's
29th Pride celebration, which is believed to have set an
attendance record. Ercani, a native of Turkey, reunited at a
streetside bench with several of her classmates, who traveled
from the Amherst campus and lined the march's route in
support of their gay friend and the event's cause.


While no official estimate on the crowd size was available,
people familiar with past Pride events say Saturday's
gathering appeared to draw up to 5,000 more people than
usual.


"It was awesome. Against all odds, we just marched. Nothing
can rain on our parade," said Ercani, who walked with
members of UMass' Stonewall Center after the group's float
lost power when a car battery died moments before they
joined the noontime procession from Lampron Park to the
parking lot behind Thornes Marketplace for a rally featuring
music, speakers and dancing.


"We're all here to support our friends," said UMass graduate student Mandy Brule, 24, of North
Adams after she and her friends draped a sash over Ercani that read "Birthday Princess."


Under blue, sunny skies with temperatures nearing the mid-80s, the largest crowd ever -- a mix of
gay, lesbian bisexual, transgender, straight and queer of all ages -- descended on Northampton's
center to cheer on the annual parade typically held on the first Saturday in May. Surrounded in a sea
of bright- and rainbow-colored clothing and paraphernalia, the May 1 gathering was also the earliest
the day-long festivities have taken place.


In past years, attendance has averaged around 10,000, according to event organizers.


"I've never seen it this big before," said Northampton Police Officer Michael McLaughlin, who is in his
fourth year working the event. "It's unreal."


The role of the annual gay pride parade in Northampton has changed over the years, becoming as
much a celebration as it is a political action.
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Revived this year, a "Dyke March" was held Friday night at the Unitarian Society of Northampton and
Florence and other pride events continued into the afternoon and evening hours Saturday.


Boyfriends of five years, Daniel Bates, 27, and Tyler Ramos, 30, journeyed from their hometown in
Wilbraham for their third visit in four years to Northampton's Pride day.


"We're just excited to have somewhere where we can have pride," said Bates. "We knew driving up
here that there would be a lot of support. It's fantastic to see."


Sixteen-year-old Elizabeth McGrath, also of Wilbraham, said she enjoyed her first visit to the parade.


"As an out bisexual, I wanted to see what it was all about," she said.


Dawning angel wings and short shorts, two shirtless men who marched with a banner representing
the Sisters of Boston, a social and support group primarily for male-to-female cross dressers and
transgendered people, posed with other attendees for photos at the rally afterward.


"I've never been before, so it was a great feeling and a lot of fun," said Chris Delacruz, 22, of
Somerville, in his first visit to the Pride parade.


"It was awesome," added 42-year-old David Aparicio, also of Somerville, who is Delacruz's
roommate's boyfriend. "The best part was the power of the attention that the sisters could grab here."


Although there have been some recent victories for gay rights, including a federal mandate to extend
visitation and medical decision-making rights to same-sex couples and the legalization of same-sex
marriage in five states, including Massachusetts, Iowa and Vermont, inequality for gay people
persists.


Not all states allow gay and lesbian couples to adopt children, for example, and the federal
government does not prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation in employment, according to
the Human Rights Campaign, an LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer) rights
organization.


The first gay pride parades were held in 1970 to commemorate the Stonewall Riot in New York City,
which went on to spark the gay rights movement. Pride parades are now held annually in many major
metropolitan centers.


For more information on the parade, visit www.nohopride.org.
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South Hadley fire damages businesses
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Saturday, May 1, 2010


SOUTH HADLEY - A fire on Memorial Drive damaged three businesses on Thursday night.


The fire was reported at 10:55 p.m. It started in a rest room at the Hadley Mart convenience store and
damaged an adjacent hair salon called In Vogue, according to the Fire Department. Ichibon, a
restaurant next door, sustained some smoke damage.


All three businesses are located at 2090 Memorial Drive. The salon will reopen Saturday for regular
business hours at 10 a.m., according to an automated message on the shop's phone. The
convenience store and the restaurant owners could not be reached for comment; it was reported that
the Hadley Mart owner said his business lost everything and will likely be closed for at least two to
three months There were no injuries reported in the fire. It is under investigation but does not appear
to be suspicious, according to the Fire Department.


- Matt Rocheleau
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Youth concerns up for vote in South
Hadley
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Friday, May 7, 2010


SOUTH HADLEY - In response to bullying that allegedly led to a high school student's suicide, one of
the 55 articles at Saturday's annual Town Meeting will ask voters to approve the formation of a
commission to organize activities for the community's youth.


"Some people feel there are not enough activities for the youth outside of schools, and I can
understand that. I believe a youth commission can be a part of solving the problem," said Select
Board Vice Chairman Robert G. Judge, who is also the board's representative to the town's anti-
bullying task force. "We probably should have done this year a year ago."


He said he has heard only support for the initiative, and, if it is approved, the Select Board would later
appoint three to 21 members to the commission in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 40, Section 8E.


"Many people in South Hadley want to take action on this now," Judge said.


Budget issues, planning board proposals, the creation of five new boards and commissions - not
including the youth commission - and possible changes to the structure of South Hadley's Town
Meeting will also be on the warrant for Saturday's meeting, slated for 9:15 a.m. in the Town Hall
auditorium.


Most of the warrant articles are relatively standard and have seen little debate in the days leading up
to Town Meeting, with the exception of a $20,000 appropriation that would go toward an economic
revitalization plan for South Hadley Falls, Judge said.


Next year's $39.2 million budget, about half of which is for the schools budget, will also be up for
vote.


"Departments are coming in with no (budget) increases, tiny increases or decreases, so I don't think
there will be much opposition on the budget," said Judge.


But he added that many residents are weary of spending, given budget pressures that most
municipalities are facing along with expectations of future cuts to local aid.


Comments


Post new comment


Your name:
intern


Subject:


 


     


Sign out  Account  Trouble finding something?  Contact us  Classifieds


 


Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living


Sci/Tech Blogs



http://www.gazettenet.com/forward/268419

http://www.gazettenet.com/forward/268419

http://www.gazettenet.com/forward/268419

http://www.gazettenet.com/print/268419

http://www.gazettenet.com/print/268419

http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gazettenet.com%2F2010%2F05%2F07%2Fyouth-concerns-vote&title=Youth+concerns+up+for+vote+in+South+Hadley

http://technorati.com/cosmos/search.html?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gazettenet.com%2F2010%2F05%2F07%2Fyouth-concerns-vote

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/news

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/south-hadley

http://www.gazettenet.com/user/daily-hampshire-gazette

http://www.gazettenet.com/user/intern-0



http://www.gazettenet.com/

http://www.amherstbulletin.com/

http://www.recorder.com/

http://www.valleyadvocate.com/

http://www.pioneervalley.com/

http://www.manyhands.com/

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/hampshire-life

http://www.gazettenet.com/logout

http://www.gazettenet.com/user/

http://www.gazettenet.com/about/help-center

http://www.gazettenet.com/about/contact-us

http://www.gazettenet.com/classifieds/

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech

http://www.gazettenet.com/blog

http://www.gazettenet.com/blog

http://gazettenet.mycapture.com/

http://www.gazettenet.com/subscribe





Youth concerns up for vote in South Hadley | GazetteNET


http://www.gazettenet.com/2010/05/07/youth-concerns-vote[5/8/2010 5:34:12 PM]


Comment: *


Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically.


Allowed HTML tags: <a> <b> <i> <strong> <em> <code> <cite> <ul> <ol> <li> <img> <div>


Lines and paragraphs break automatically.


More information about formatting options


 


 



http://www.gazettenet.com/filter/tips

http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/SZ=468X60A/KW=NEWS,LOCAL,NEWS,SOUTHHADLEY,_BULK,_DHG/V=2.0D/BRC=56345/BCPG160062.227471.253723/



		gazettenet.com

		Youth concerns up for vote in South Hadley | GazetteNET





		A3L3lvdXRoLWNvbmNlcm5zLXZvdGUA: 

		stdForm: 

		keywords: 

		submit: 





		A3L3lvdXRoLWNvbmNlcm5zLXZvdGUA: 

		form1: 

		subject: 

		comment: 

		op: 

		op_(1): 












Fiscal concerns rule at South Hadley TM | GazetteNET


http://www.gazettenet.com/2010/05/10/fiscal-concerns-rule-south-hadley-tm[5/10/2010 2:04:36 PM]


Email this
page


Printer-friendly
version


Fiscal concerns rule at South Hadley TM
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE
Staff Writer


Monday, May 10, 2010


SOUTH HADLEY - Fiscal concerns dominated the debate and subsequent voting at a lengthy, 55-
article annual Town Meeting in South Hadley Saturday.


As recommended by the appropriations committee, $75,000 was slashed from next year's schools
budget. The school budget accounts for nearly half of the town's overall $39 million budget.


Town Meeting members debated that issue and a $20,000 economic revitalization plan appropriation,
which was turned down, for around an hour apiece, said Select Board Vice Chairman Robert G.
Judge. Members also rejected the purchase of a $150,000 dump truck, a $50,000 appropriation to
review and revise the zoning bylaw, a $36,000 measure to replace a freezer at Mosier School, a
$25,000 replacement of floor tiles at the high school, and the replacement of toilet partitions at the
middle and Mosier schools, he said.


The $20,000 appropriation, which would go toward an economic revitalization plan for South Hadley
Falls, and the $50,000 zoning bylaw review and revisions might be reconsidered at the fall Town
Meeting, said Select Board Chairman John R. Hine.


Those who voiced a lack of support for the revitalization plan appropriation felt there were not enough
specifics about how the $20,000 would be spent, which is something the Select Board hopes to
address should the measure reappear on the fall meeting's warrant, Hine said.


"Capital items that weren't approved were not because they are not good items, but because of a
shortage of money," said Judge. "We believe that next year's budget (FY12)will be even tighter than
this year. We can't spend all of our savings this year. Everyone knows that, and that's the concern."


Much of the voting on spending-related articles followed the financially conservative recommendations
made by the appropriations committee, added Hine.


The meeting at Town Hall ran from 9:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., but despite its unusually long duration,
quorum was kept throughout and the debate remained civil and polite, which has not always been the
case, Judge said.


Call for youth activities board


In response to the much publicized bullying that allegedly led to a high school student's suicide,
voters easily approved the formation of a commission to organize activities for the community's youth.


The Select Board will appoint between three and 21 members to the commission in accordance with
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 8E, but it will also seek input from residents and
from other communities with similar commissions on how to best structure the board, Hine said.


"Some people feel there are not enough activities for the youth outside of schools, and I can
understand that. I believe a youth commission can be a part of solving problem" said Judge, who is
also the Select Board representative to the town's anti-bullying task force, prior to Saturday's meeting.


The creation of five other boards and commissions also passed, while a motion to move Town
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Meeting from Saturday to two weeknights and two zoning bylaw amendments were defeated.


Also, resident and Family Cuts hair salon owner Mary Sudyka won the annual Lions Club Citizen of
the Year Award for her volunteer efforts in collecting donations and running fundraisers for various
causes.
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South Hadley may begin suicide
prevention coalition
By MATT ROCHELEAU
Gazette Contributing Writer


Wednesday, May 12, 2010


SOUTH HADLEY - Town officials are looking into establishing a suicide prevention coalition, which
would become the third initiative implemented in response to an alleged bullying-related suicide.


"We've had a tragedy in our town that woke up not only South Hadley, but also the nation and maybe
the world," said Selectboard member Marilyn G. Ishler.


Two mental health support centers - The Behavioral Health Network based in Springfield and
Riverside Community Care of Dedham - have been assisting South Hadley schools since 15-year-old
Phoebe Prince hanged herself in January after being bullied by classmates, some of who are now
facing criminal charges for their alleged harassment.


Last month, members from both support centers as well as the state's Suicide Prevention Program
director met with various South Hadley leaders who appeared to reach a consensus that the town
should take action to prevent suicide, said Selectboard Vice Chairman Robert G. Judge, who is also
the board's representative to the town's anti-bullying task force.


"The more we learned, the more we agreed we need to form a coalition," Ishler said.


Following that meeting, Judge mentioned the idea of creating a suicide prevention coalition in South
Hadley to his colleagues in late April.


To further explore this idea, Judge said he plans to attend portions of a two-day, statewide
conference next week hosted by the state public health department's Suicide Prevention Program.


The ninth annual "Suicide Prevention Across the Lifespan: A Strategic Approach for Your Community"
begins May 18 in Marlborough. There, Judge said he plans to attend workshops including one called
"Community Coalitions: Getting The Work Done," which, according to a conference announcement,
will include an overview of "what community coalitions are doing in suicide prevention throughout the
country," as well as what such coalitions are doing locally.


Later in the day on May 18, Judge hopes to more formally propose the coalition's creation to
Selectboard members at a scheduled meeting. Board members may vote to create a suicide
prevention coalition as soon as that evening, Judge said.


"It's not only the high school kids we have to look at," said Ishler, adding that suicide can be an issue
for teens, adults and seniors alike. "We should take advantage of people's interest now to help get
more support and to get more involved in bettering our community."


South Hadley created an anti-bullying task force in February, and at the annual Town Meeting on
Saturday the establishment of a youth commission was overwhelmingly approved by voters.
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Help for stations
$2.5 billion proposal by Kerry could revive new Northampton police HQ


By JAMES F. LOWE


Staff Writer


Friday, May 15, 2009


NORTHAMPTON - Legislation announced Thursday by Sen. John Kerry could breathe new life into


all-but-dead plans to build a new police station here.


Recently the Northampton City Council put the project on hold indefinitely after it became clear the city


couldn't afford the $17.9 million price tag without some outside help.


Kerry's bill, called the "Protect Those Who Serve Act," proposes to offer federal grants totaling $2.5


billion over the next five years for police station construction and upgrades around the country.


It's a long shot, but if the bill is passed into law and Northampton makes a successful bid for some of


the money, the city could close the police station budget gap. The shortfall is about $5 million.


"Two weeks ago our building project was virtually on life support," said Police Chief Russell


Sienkiewicz. "This just gives us a glimmer of hope that we might resuscitate the project successfully."


The bill could also create new opportunities for a combined police and fire complex in Granby, which is


slated to begin construction soon.


Town Manager Chris Martin said some design features - like a "sally port" for transferring prisoners


from cruiser to cell - had to be cut to keep the project within the $6.4 million approved by voters. Some


of those features could be put back in if the town qualifies for a grant, Martin said.


The Granby Police Department currently operates out of the former Granby Dinosaur Museum on


Route 202. The new facility is to be built at the corner of State and North streets.


"We really need to have better facilities for our police to be able to do their jobs," Martin said.


Granby got a mention in Kerry's remarks as he unveiled the bill at a breakfast in the capital marking


National Police Week.


"Only in Washington would we call our police officers heroes on one day and then stick them with


crumbling, dilapidated working conditions the next," the senator said in a prepared statement.


"It's an insult that we've got police and law enforcement officers stuck working in temporary trailers in


Ashby, shuttered dinosaur museums in Granby, and even working out of their cruisers on the street in


Brimfield. My legislation is a commonsense solution that will give our law enforcement officers the


decent work conditions they need to keep our communities safe."


Kerry's bill proposes offering communities grant funds provided they can match the federal money with


a certain percentage from their own coffers. Northampton would need to provide a 10 percent match,


while Granby would have to provide 5 percent.


Under the bill, the job of distributing grants would fall to the U.S. attorney general.


Sienkiewicz said he passed on an invitation to the Police Week breakfast. But he asked friend and


East Longmeadow Police Chief Doug Mellis, who did attend, to thank Kerry personally for sponsoring


the bill.


On a brief visit to Northampton a year ago, Kerry got a private tour of the city's current police station


on Center Street. The 12,000-square-foot facility, built in 1965, has long been considered too small and


outdated.
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"He thought it was deplorable," Sienkiewicz said of Kerry's opinion of the station.


The proposed new facility would be built directly next door to the current one, and include a 32,000-


square-foot headquarters and two-story parking garage.


Northampton officials had been holding out hope the project could get a boost from the federal


economic stimulus plan, but that now seems unlikely, Sienkiewicz said.


Massachusetts received $8.7 billion in stimulus money. Of that, Gov. Deval Patrick recently announced


$71 million would be allocated for public safety programs and projects, including everything from fire


stations to port security initiatives to emergency homeless shelters.


Matt Rocheleau contributed to this report. James F. Lowe can be reached at jlowe@gazettenet.com.
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South Hadley water main break
temporarily kills water service to some
40 homes, reroutes traffic
By THE DAILY HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE and MATT ROCHELEAU
Staff Writers


Wednesday, May 12, 2010


SOUTH HADLEY - A water main break closed a section of Route 116 for most of Tuesday morning
and left around 40 homes in the surrounding area without water overnight.


The break was likely due to old age, official said, referring to the 12-inch cast iron pipe that burst at
around 10:45 p.m. Monday, sending water onto Newton Street (Route 116), between Washington and
McKinley avenues, said Water Department Superintendent Jeffrey A. Cyr. The pipe was installed in
1953.


Other than the busted pipe, which was repaired and back in operation by 4 a.m. Tuesday, no damage
was reported, and many of the affected residents likely slept through the water outage, he said.


Traffic was detoured around the portion of roadway near the break before reopening at around 11
a.m.
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