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SPRINGFIELD - The Pioneer Valley Transit Authority will receive $16.2 million in federal stimulus
money to buy 29 buses and three vans to replace part of its aging fleet, according to the authority.

Each bus costs around $370,000, while vans are around $55,000, and typically take between 12 and
18 months to produce because there are only so many bus manufacturers, said Jill Holliday, authority

marketing director.

The buses will replace 29 existing ones, which are around 14 years old - two years beyond their
typical 12-year lifespan. The new vehicles will be distributed to each of the three garages in the PVTA
service area, located in Northampton, the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and in Springfield,
where the authority is based.

Popular stories

The stimulus money will also fund "new fare boxes, cameras for the ADA vans (used for the elderly
and disabled), and several rehabilitation construction projects such as improvements to the UMass
garage," said Holliday.

The authority plans to pay up front for the buses until the stimulus money is received, said Holliday,
who was unsure of a timetable for the funding.

The PVTA was notified of its stimulus funding by the Federal Register, the official publication for
governmental notices. The $16.2 million is separate from the $10 to $11 million in federal money the
authority receives annually, Holliday said.

New solar panels

There is also a plan to add solar panels to the roofs of bus stop shelters. The energy from the panels
will be used to illuminate the area at night and provide more security, said Holliday.

According to the PVTA Web site, www.pvta.com, federal funds must be used for capital projects and
"may only be spent on tangible items such as equipment, preventive maintenance of vehicles,
facilities and equipment, ADA services, facility improvements and the purchase of vehicles."

Holliday said the buses removed from the fleet will meet different fates.

"Some of the vehicles are bid on by agencies and people needing them, especially the vans;
sometimes we take parts from them or sometime they go to scrap," Holliday said.

The PVTA, created by state mandate in 1974, is the largest regional transit authority in the
commonwealth, with 177 buses, 175 vans and serves 24 area communities. All of the authority's
buses use ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel.

Comments

Post new comment

Your name:

intern

Subject:



http://gazettenet.mycapture.com/
http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/ns/v=2.0D/sz=728X90A/kw=news,amherst,local,news,northampton,pvta,_mrocheleau/
http://www.gazettenet.com/subscribe
http://www.gazettenet.com/
http://www.amherstbulletin.com/
http://www.recorder.com/
http://www.valleyadvocate.com/
http://www.pioneervalley.com/
http://www.manyhands.com/
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/hampshire-life
http://www.gazettenet.com/logout
http://www.gazettenet.com/user/
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/help-center
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/contact-us
http://www.gazettenet.com/classifieds/
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech
http://www.gazettenet.com/blog
http://www.gazettenet.com/user/matt-rocheleau
http://www.gazettenet.com/forward/225915
http://www.gazettenet.com/print/225915?CSAuthResp=%3Asession%3ACSUserId%7CCSGroupId%3Asuccess%3AQH6ZL41jSXTncUtxD9nzXg%3D%3D&CSUserId=47136&CSGroupId=7
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gazettenet.com%2F2009%2F03%2F04%2Fpvta-lands-162m-stimulus-windfall&title=PVTA+lands+%2416.2+million+stimulus+windfall
http://technorati.com/cosmos/search.html?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gazettenet.com%2F2009%2F03%2F04%2Fpvta-lands-162m-stimulus-windfall
http://www.pvta.com/
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/amherst
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/northampton
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/pvta
http://www.gazettenet.com/user/intern-0
http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/ns/v=2.0D/sz=300X250A/kw=news,amherst,local,news,northampton,pvta,_mrocheleau/

Comment: *

* Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically.

* Allowed HTML tags: <a> <b> <i> <strong> <em> <code> <cite> <ul> <ol> <li> <img> <div>
* Lines and paragraphs break automatically.

More information about formatting options

Preview comment | Post comment |

COOLEY DICKINSON HOSPITAL
Digital Mammography in Amherst. Call (413) 253-8062.
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