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As Anna's celebrates
quinceañera, taqueria's 'father'
reflects on success
Posted by Matt Rocheleau March 21, 2011 03:00 PM

It's been 15 years since Anna's Taqueria first opened shop in Coolidge Corner. Anna's father, Mike Kamio,
discussed the six-location chain's simple, yet successful history.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Mike Kamio is the founder and owner of Anna’s Taqueria. But, the Wellesley
resident with a title-less business card doesn’t go by either designation.

“Anna’s is Anna’s. I’m not Anna’s. If anything, Anna’s is my daughter, and I
have six of them,” he said in a recent phone interview.

Kamio’s eldest “daughter,” a native and lifelong Coolidge Corner resident, is
celebrating a 15th anniversary this year alongside her five sisters.

In many Latin American communities, when a girl turns 15, family and
friends commemorate the occasion by holding quinceañera – a grand party
marking her transition to adulthood similar to a “sweet sixteen.”

But Anna’s quinceañera is not just a one-time celebration; rather, monthly.
Since turning 15 on August 30, all six restaurant Boston-area locations have

  YOUR TOWN (MORE TOWNS / MORE BOSTON NEIGHBORHOODS) mrochele's profile | Account settings | Log out

Brookline

(Globe file photo / Adrienne Lavidor-Berman)

Connect to Your Town Brookline on Facebook

Confirm

Like You like Your Town Brookline. Unlike · Admin
Page · Insights · Error
You and 195 others like this 195 likes  Sign Up to

ADVERTISEMENT

BROOKLINE REAL ESTATE

251
Homes 
for sale

590
Rentals
available

36
Open houses

this week

3
New listings
this week

SPECIAL ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

CAMP GUIDE »
A camp for every kid!
Adventure, sports, theater, music, arts or
technology—find the perfect camp for
your child at boston.com/campguide.

ADVERTISEMENT

 36°  traffic transit

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/brookline/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/brookline/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/brookline/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=brookline ,ma
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/brookline/schools/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/brookline/sports/
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:Your+TownForum:48321598-5f65-4e5b-b853-6d8d08ab7c8d
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/brookline/2011/03/as_annas_celebrates_quinceaner.html?comments=all#comments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/brookline/2011/03/as_annas_celebrates_quinceaner.html?comments=all#comments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/brookline/2011/03/as_annas_celebrates_quinceaner.html?comments=all#comments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/beaconhill/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/brookline/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/cambridge/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/somerville/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/assets_c/2011/03/anna's-36584.html
http://www.annastaqueria.com/
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/index.html?ytmap=boston
http://www.boston.com/community/persona.html?UID=f27dbaca8889ca2c54452e49ffd6f2bf&plckUserId=f27dbaca8889ca2c54452e49ffd6f2bf
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=mcenter
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=logout
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/brookline/

http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=boston.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fbrookline%2F2011%2F03%2Fas_annas_celebrates_quinceaner.html&extra_2=US
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/Brookline-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/BROOKLINE-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/BROOKLINE-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/BROOKLINE-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/BROOKLINE-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/BROOKLINE-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3ad5/14/d7/%2a/k;237454288;0-0;0;60879758;4307-300/250;40963261/40981048/3;;~sscs=%3fhttp://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/528657819/VENDOR/boston/z_hydeparksav030711_hyper_BIGAD/300x250_hyper_030711.html/5974674a413032457732554144575364?http://www.hydeparksavingsbank.com/114976.html
http://weather.boston.com/?code=CAMB
http://weather.boston.com/?code=CAMB
http://www.boston.com/traffic?p1=HL_Header_Traffic
http://www.mbta.com/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/869318387/INTRO/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a413032457732554144575364?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1577518732/BILLBOARD/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a413032457732554144575364?x



As Anna's celebrates quinceañera, taqueria's 'father' reflects on success - Brookline - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/brookline/2011/03/as_annas_celebrates_quinceaner.html[3/24/2011 8:26:08 PM]

offered “complimentary treats” – from chips and salsa to authentic Mexican
coffee -- on the 15th day of each month and will continue to do so through
July.

Extensive celebrations are nothing new to the locally-fathered chain. In fact,
Anna’s began with a large, spontaneous bash.

Kamio recalled Anna’s August 30, 1995 birth at the Beacon Street, Brookline
location in a seven-seat space half its current size.

“It was just supposed to be a small party only for the people who worked to
build the store, and people outside kept coming to the door, so we started to
let them in. The next thing I knew, we has been open and serving people all
night.”

Since then, Anna’s has amassed a locally-large and loyal fan base. The
restaurant hosted an engagement party for a couple that met at one of its
stores. Over the years, West Coast-style Mexican street food the chain added
another Brookline location, two spots in Cambridge, one in Somerville and
another in Beacon Hill.

For the last four summers, a customer-invented burrito-appreciation
marathon has been held along a 13-mile course that brings participants to all
six Anna’s locations.

“This totally, everyday, blows me away,” said Kamio, referring to Anna’s
steady growth.

The restaurant has had heavy reliance on word-of-mouth marketing to build
the chain’s now institutionally-acclaimed status, amid increasing competition
in Boston's burrito market.

He added that he’s most proud of the taqueria’s consistency through its
decade-and-a-half-long history of operating 363 days each year serving four
core items – burritos, tacos, quesadillas, and Mexican plates.

“The food today is just like it was before,” said the 54-year-old Japanese-
American San Francisco-native.

He said uniformity -- of Anna’s food quality, pricing and service -- is a major
factor in the chain’s success. That uniformity stems from a simplistic, patient
approach apparent in the restaurant’s rarely changing, tightly-edited menu to
the fact that there are only six, closely-held locations.

Kamio said he has received countless requests to open other restaurants and
that he could easily have four to five times the number of Anna’s operating
now.

“Keep it simple, that’s the way we can manage it … I could go to 20 to 30
[locations], but that would likely mean bringing in partners and a different
composure to Anna’s,” he said. “I’m not trying to race Chipotle to number of
stores. We’re comfortable. We’re slow and steady and we’re going to stay that
way.”

He said he receives e-mails daily. Business people ask him about opening a
franchise. Former regulars who’ve since moved elsewhere, contact him
wishing an Anna’s would open near wherever they’ve moved to. Kamio said
restaurant proposals have come from other American cities including New
Orleans, California, Chicago, and Houston, and even internationally from
places including Dubai, Hong Kong, Japan and Russia.
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While the chain has left some customers’ requests for more taquerias
unfulfilled, the restaurant has been soliciting customer stories “about how
Anna’s has positively impacted your life” for a 15th anniversary, year-long
contest that will select a winner later this summer and shower that person and
50 friends with a “burrito party.”

“It’s important to me that Anna’s does well and Anna’s customers do well,
too,” Kamio said.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.

Tacos al pastor, a menu item at locally-based Anna's Taqueria.
(Courtesy: Anna's Taqueria)
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