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Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s friend offered to testify Tsarnaev knew his brother was involved in
Waltham triple slaying
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REUTERS

Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev (right) posed with Azamat Tazhayakov (left)
and Dias Kadyrbayev in New York. Immigration officials say Kadyrbayev has been
deported to his native Kazakhstan after he was convicted of concealing evidence in the
case.
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Newly unsealed court documents in the case against Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev

provide new insight — and raise new questions — about a still-unsolved 2011 triple murder in Waltham.

One document revealed that Tsarnaev’s college classmate Dias Kadyrbayev was the previously unnamed

prosecution witness offering to testify that Tsarnaev knew that his older brother was involved in the

Waltham killings.

Kadyrbayev said Dzhokhar Tsarnaev told him in the fall of 2012 that Tamerlan “had committed jihad” in

Waltham, according to an August 2014 letter from federal prosecutors describing conversations they had

with Kadyrbayev’s attorney just days before Kadyrbayev pleaded to conspiracy and obstruction charges.

On Sept. 12, 2011, Brendan Mess, 25, once a close friend of Tamerlan’s, Erik H. Weissman, 31, and

Raphael M. Teken, 37, were discovered in Mess’s apartment with their throats slit and marijuana

scattered on their bodies. Presumed to be a drug-related crime, the case went cold.
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Boston Marathon bomber’s friend deported
to Kazakhstan
Immigration officials say Dias Kadyrbayev has been

deported to his native Kazakhstan after he was

convicted of concealing evidence in the case.

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

Nearly two years later, Tsarnaev and his younger brother, Dzhokhar, planted two bombs near the

Marathon finish line that killed three people and wounded more than 260 others in April 2013. The

brothers also killed an MIT police officer.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev was killed in a

police shootout in Watertown a

few days after the bombing, and

his brother has been convicted and

sentenced to death in the

bombing. The documents were

unsealed as Dzhokhar Tsarnaev

pursues an appeal of his sentence.

Kadyrbayev, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s

friend at the University of

Massachusetts Dartmouth,

pleaded guilty to trying to throw

away Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s laptop

and a backpack containing explosive powder from fireworks after he recognized Tsarnaev in FBI photos

released to the public after the bombings.

Kadyrbayev was released from federal prison in August and was due to be deported to Kazakhstan,

where he is a citizen.

The Middlesex district attorney’s office, which has been investigating the Waltham killings, has remained

tight-lipped about the case. No one has been charged.

A month after the Marathon bombing, Tamerlan Tsarnaev’s friend, Ibragim Todashev, 27, was fatally

shot after attacking an FBI agent and State Police officer in Florida. He had allegedly confessed on tape

to helping Tamerlan kill the three men in Waltham.
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Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s attorneys sought unsuccessfully during the trial to raise the Waltham case to paint

a picture of Tamerlan Tsarnaev as the mastermind behind the bombings and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev as a

pawn acting under his older brother’s influence.

Another unsealed document showed that online searches for information about the Waltham killings

were made about one week after they happened on a laptop computer belonging to Tamerlan Tsarnaev’s

wife, Katherine Russell.

On Sept. 18, 2011, a search was made for “3 men killed in waltham.” The following day, another search

was made for “men killed in waltham” and then just three minutes later a search for “tamerlan

tsarnaev,” according to a filing by Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s attorneys.

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s attorneys said it wasn’t clear who conducted the searches, nor did they know what,

if any, computer Tamerlan Tsarnaev was principally using in September 2011.

But they said the searches provided “additional circumstantial evidence of a connection” between

Tamerlan Tsarnaev and the killings.

Yet another unsealed document raised new questions about Khairullozhon Matanov, a Quincy cab driver

who was a friend of the Tsarnaev brothers and who took them both out to dinner only hours after the

bombings.

In a previously sealed transcript of discussions in the spring of 2015 among prosecutors, defense

attorneys, and the judge in Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s case, the defense mentioned an FBI summary of an

interview with Matanov in which agents questioned him about money wired to Russia sometime after

the Waltham killings.

Miriam Conrad, one of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s attorneys, said Matanov was “apparently” roommates with

Todashev at the time of the Waltham killings, according to the testimony.

In June 2015, Matanov was sentenced to serve 30 months in prison followed by three years of supervised

release and faced deportation to his native Kyrgyzstan after agreeing to plead guilty to charges that he

lied to investigators about the times he saw and communicated with the Tsarnaevs after the bombings.
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Matanov also acknowledged that he deleted pro-jihadi documents from his computer after he recognized

the Tsarnaevs as the suspected bombers, after their photos were released by the FBI.

Martin Finucane of the Globe staff contributed to this report. Material from the Globe archives is

included in this report. Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau

@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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Lawrence man arrested on strangulation charge
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Drugs took their children, but not their hope that others might be saved
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Sharon high school principal placed on administrative leave
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JENEÉ OSTERHELDT | COMMENTARY
‘Text me when you get home.’ We shouldn’t have to say it. But we do
Women around the world say these same six words to their friends. The death of Jassy

Correia is one of the many reasons we have a safety roll call.More

In N.H., Bernie Sanders says now ‘Democratic candidates all across the board’
support his ideas
Speaking in New Hampshire for the first time since announcing his presidential bid, Bernie

Sanders said the political discussion among Democrats has shifted to the left. More

As UMass makes a big bet on online education, rivals offer words of caution
Many public universities have faced significant challenges in recruiting students, ensuring

quality, and managing costs — and the efforts have ended quietly.More

As the Marathon nears, Newton’s hills come alive
How four awful hills, two bathrooms, and a quiet carriage road turned Newton into a

marathon-training mecca.More

YVONNE ABRAHAM
Recycling can’t fix what really ails us
It’s a noble aim, but it doesn’t get at our real problems when it comes to trash.More

How dirty was Boston 50 years ago? ‘The harbor was used as a waste bin’
A video shows what Boston and the harbor islands looked like in 1969.More

Maine fire chief dies after suffering medical emergency at memorial for fallen
firefighter
Gary Sacco of the Oxford Fire Department died after he suffered a medical emergency at the

memorial service for Joel Barnes.More

PHOTOS
A look at the awe-inspiring Ice Castles in New Hampshire
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Ice Castles in Woodstock, N.H., which is made of 25,000 tons of ice using millions of

gallons of water, expects 160,000 guests this year. More

Rockland man allegedly drove his Maserati into a Southborough home
A Rockland man is facing several charges, including an OUI, after he allegedly drove his

Maserati into a Southborough house early Sunday, police said. More

Full list of Massachusetts median household incomes by town
The highest earners in Massachusetts live in Dover, according to new Census data, with a

whopping $204,018 median household income reported. More

How addiction treatment falls short, and what is being done about it
Failure to provide medication and inadequate help for mental illness are among the most

glaring flaws.More

Merrimack, N.H., man allegedly impersonated police officers, first responders
Obadiah Croteau, 22, was arrested Thursday after an investigation dating back to October,

according to Merrimack police.More

Toxic chemicals threaten water supply in seven municipalities
Town wells near Fort Devens tested positive for the toxic substances, some well in excess of

what public health officials consider safe. More

Lone black counselor at Boy Scout camp calls for changes after he’s given ‘Evil
Monkey’ award
The award given to Chris Vogel, the only black staffer, was part of an annual camp tradition

of mock merit badges and awards that Vogel and others argue frequently crossed the line

into offensive material.More
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