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Susanne Maher watched from her car in horror as the facade of a single-story building in Allston

collapsed onto the sidewalk Sunday afternoon.

Maher, a nurse practitioner from Needham, rushed toward the rubble on busy Harvard Avenue to find a

woman trapped under heavy chunks of masonry. With the help of her friend and a passerby, Maher

helped pull the woman free and tended to her until first responders arrived.

“It was terrible,” Maher recalled Monday. “I’m so worried about her.”

City officials probe cause of facade collapse in Allston; high winds could have played role

By Matt Rocheleau and Emily Sweeney
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Building facades collapsed onto the sidewalk on Harvard Avenue in Allston, causing
injuries.
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Maher said the woman was badly injured, sustaining multiple lacerations on her head. She said she

couldn’t feel her legs, and that her right hand had been crushed. She remained conscious and responsive

until EMTs arrived.

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

A man who was with the woman was also injured, Maher said.

“He had some blood on his arm but he was just so concerned about her he ignored it,” she said. “The sad

part was that he was saying she was a pianist. He kept asking if she’s going to be able to play again. He

was clearly heartbroken.”

Officials did not provide information about the woman’s medical condition.

Boston Inspectional Services Commissioner William Christopher Jr. said the weather could have played

a role in the collapse, which happened around 3 p.m. in front of the Common Ground restaurant. The

strong winds that hit the area on Saturday, along with freeze-thaw cycles, could have put stress on the

exterior masonry, he said.

“I think it’s safe to say that they were contributing factors,” Christopher said.

Christopher said he expects to receive a report from a structural engineer in the next day or two that will

shed light on what caused the collapse. Christopher said the building is older than he initially believed,

and has permits dating back to the 1900s that are being reviewed.
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The collapse caused approximately $500,000 in damage, officials said. Damage was limited to the

exterior, and the building itself remains structurally sound, Christopher said.

After the debris is cleared from the sidewalk, crews will need to do additional demolition work.

“Then the owner is going to have to decide how they’re going to repair this,” he said.

Christopher said the city requires facades to be inspected on buildings that are 70 feet or taller every five

years. For smaller buildings, it’s up to the owners to inspect their properties and make repairs when

needed.

“Make sure you do maintenance on your buildings,” Christopher said. “Go out and take a look at things.”

Maher said she had a direct view of the facade as she drove by. The facade fell “from left to right,” she

said.

“It was out of the blue,” she said. “It was shocking.”

On Monday, large blocks of masonry remained on the sidewalk as men in yellow construction vests

surveyed the damage. Businesses adjacent to the Common Ground were closed.

Michael Gonzalves, 50, stopped by to take a photo of the damage to show his wife. He lives nearby and

has gone to the Common Ground. When he heard about the collapse on the news, he couldn’t believe it.

“I walk by there every day,” he said. “I was shocked.”

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter

@mrocheleEmily Sweeney can be reached at esweeney@globe.com. Follow her on Twitter

@emilysweeney.

 Show 13 Comments

Viewed Commented Shared

Top 10 Trending Articles

People in open-concept homes are realizing the walls were there for a reason

ADVERTISEMENT

mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
mailto:esweeney@globe.com
http://twitter.com/emilysweeney
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/06/miss-walls-cry-for-help-from-woman-living-home-with-open-floor-plan/qLl9QX8REvsQ5gKmaeCvFL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CvGTne5-FXKfsMYGSj-8PiYikqAGdtvqhVc_XuoKhCLCQHxABIIvVsSBgyYbtiISk7A-gAYKv_PgDyAEC4AIAqAMByAOZBKoE4AJP0IXNG0vBbwZ8Zq3DdHX25cCsFrpwoWdrKhk750BJ4eyLMkwxw1eM1Aw1X15nctQ8FytaPKUIYvbZZC-LAFzrtoUTUpqJQLCXTi4MmWpv7_ipFj1OEf2U8tdJAsOIBzftNixBrB14eA94-qurZ4XzjsoS4si613CY2oggnHc-y1Sy1-Pr3lSXJPIK_NpeJFRr3Z1AHgycJLJSn2BN-Qv_kadWTF0lWLFrmBp6i94O5wQl38l7aJ1wskGyazVMhkghMlKoxcnvyF3AEIkGzSSAPDAJsG83YZDolKs2Iyce5awrfvZ-hOQY54j_dZW3hw0DRAjk2nYJhtvw8db_8uXr3ioMBEi3_hU6vvO-GXt3FX3gikMeB0jEgat9TjR541cpdSDmR2UMXkonpC12DXDvv2bCwQnnoYpahb9CaSt3tLGEKhweBgqWwHexQIUgmKrhxoGnfN08zer8e-UxQm5S4AQBoAYCgAfm0IMHqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHqAaoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYAbEJUMH2wcXI31iACgPYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoFuuY6uBTtzK7NtWwRE83jg&sig=AOD64_0K0ZTim-byWMM9RS8jH40sh25Cgg&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=https://davekny.com/%3Fxqz%3Dprospect


City officials probe cause of facade collapse in Allston; high winds could have played role - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...e-cause-facade-collapse-allston-high-winds-could-have-played-role/bd70sdw3545wkE5bQMvfZN/story.html[3/10/2019 7:36:58 PM]

Ideas | Linda Rodriguez McRobbie: Too old to be president? Science says yes.
Mass. authorities face steep hurdles in shutting down sex trafficking
The backyard mechanic who is taking on Tesla
Here’s what NFL free agent market looks like ahead of league’s legal tampering period
Road to Recovery: Drugs took their children, but not their hope that others might be saved
Sharon principal placed on administrative leave
Julia Ruth Stevens, Babe Ruth’s last surviving child, dies at 102
This week in watching: The fall of ‘Arrested Development,’ the return of ‘Billions,’ and the power of punk
Maybe we need to just let Kyrie be Kyrie and enjoy the ride
Antonio Brown traded to Raiders
20 years after ‘Speak,’ Laurie Halse Anderson is ready to ‘Shout’
This is a good game to forget as Red Sox losing skid hits five
Kyrie Irving, Celtics finish off Lakers this time
‘I’m just worthless. You want to throw my life away’
The backyard mechanic who is taking on Tesla
Shooting leaves a loss beyond measure
Trump’s signature is ‘horrifying,’ but should you care?
MBTA gets mostly passing grades in advocate report card
Spotlight Church abuse report: Church allowed abuse by priest for years
Trump will seek more money for border wall
In N.H., Bernie Sanders says now ‘Democratic candidates all across the board’ support his ideas
Kyrie Irving, Celtics finish off Lakers this time
Baseball News, Scores, Analysis, Schedules & More
‘SNL’ tackles R. Kelly sex assault accusations with parody of CBS interview, Pete Davidson monologue
David Krejci’s goal with 45 seconds left rallies Bruins
157 people, including 8 Americans, killed in Ethiopian Airlines crash
Merrimack, N.H., man allegedly impersonated police officers, first responders
Turbulence injures 30 on flight from Istanbul to New York
Lawrence man arrested on strangulation charge

Most Popular In Metro 
Subscribe Now
Digital Access

Home Delivery

Gift Subscriptions
My Account
Manage my Account

Mobile Customer Service

Sign Up For Newsletters
Contact
Help

https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2019/03/08/too-old-president-science-says-yes/oMgYxC6waKIIyKWuHciJCJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/mass-authorities-face-steep-hurdles-shutting-down-sex-trafficking/yFW40bBEEN9QtuIHaqTrmM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/04/the-backyard-mechanic-who-taking-tesla/Sv1l8q2sxpQvTFMp13VFwM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/10/onfoot/EYgi30FaEqVjJl9PIp58EJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/drugs-took-their-children-but-not-their-hope-that-others-might-saved/42PBgLkAx3q5Db9Khno8wM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/sharon-principal-placed-administrative-leave/gmUuEONV9NCroTKUlzsdTL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/julia-ruth-stevens-babe-ruth-last-surviving-child-dies/6xkrTF96hvUqLSY5FR0mDK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2019/03/10/this-week-watching-the-fall-arrested-development-return-billions-and-power-punk/0aJii0ZWfGZiMdx97A34fK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2019/03/10/maybe-need-just-let-kyrie-kyrie-and-enjoy-ride/ehUnI0tsZ00HyvBjf7hmuM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2019/03/10/antonio-brown-traded-raiders/Wz1sDDB98uQGuTFVKAQoOK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2019/03/08/years-after-speak-laurie-halse-anderson-ready-shout/axusRCeTknlKQeqwuwDDjI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2019/03/10/this-good-game-forget-red-sox-losing-skid-hits-five/65TMORBZpZd4P5dVmWP8gK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2019/03/09/celtics/q7PA5rnRBfZkgCMRQ4fdXM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/07/transitcops/SxefRv6MMCqLuxCDfq775I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/Boston/2011-2020/2019/02/27/BostonGlobe.com/Metro/Stories/05tesla.xml?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/shooting-leaves-loss-beyond-measure/UE3No9zErcR9uCexvEetlO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2017/02/01/trump-signature-horrifying-but-should-you-care/5Bbnsu2DoPJkcqmm06LzgM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/08/mbta-gets-mostly-passing-grades-advocate-report-card/67L8F0Kah4jyo8lt3xG87I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2019/03/10/trump-will-seek-more-money-for-border-wall/8aBhZPXHzuHgV5eYOv5maP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/bernie-sanders-says-democratic-candidates-all-across-board-now-support-his-ideas/ut2dfi1T7udqiMK4h2ULoO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2019/03/09/celtics/q7PA5rnRBfZkgCMRQ4fdXM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/09/six-things-know-about-michael-bennett-newest-patriot/8mYWggGXfiIDdtFfzMEWUN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/television/2019/03/10/snl-tackles-kelly-sex-assault-accusations-with-parody-cbs-interview-pete-davidson-monologue/QsXSDmioHCXH7IdAqBTfgO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/bruins/2019/03/09/david-krejci-goal-with-seconds-left-rallies-bruins/UeYnwjoUupYE5m3rNL8uWO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2019/03/10/ethiopian-airlines-flight-nairobi-crashes-after-takeoff/CBRwnS1kDWQUknaS3D0YJM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/merrimack-man-allegedly-impersonated-police-officers-first-responders/gWyHRrH0q7jgBUXXC3t0MN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2019/03/09/turbulence-injures-least-flight-into-new-york/WZNrYfA35VvxaCEbd3qT3J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/lawrence-man-arrested-strangulation-charge/K9CLULxDCwxqmRloFHe3fL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B5759/?p1=BGFooter
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B3428/?p1=BGFooter
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/GiftTheGlobe/LandingPage.html
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs
https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter


City officials probe cause of facade collapse in Allston; high winds could have played role - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...e-cause-facade-collapse-allston-high-winds-could-have-played-role/bd70sdw3545wkE5bQMvfZN/story.html[3/10/2019 7:36:58 PM]

FAQs

Globe newsroom

Advertise

Order back issues
Social
Facebook

Twitter

Google+
More
ePaper

News in Education

Archives

Privacy policy

Terms of service

Terms of purchase

Work at Boston Globe Media
© 2019 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/Order/newspaper/Newspaper.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/archive-login.jsp
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers

	bostonglobe.com
	City officials probe cause of facade collapse in Allston; high winds could have played role - The Boston Globe


	tFNWJRTXZmWk4vc3RvcnkuaHRtbAA=: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 




