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The killing of notorious Boston gangster James “Whitey” Bulger

at a West Virginia prison Tuesday was at least the third killing at

the facility this year, according to media reports.

One inmate was killed in a fight just last month, and another

inmate was killed in a fight in the spring at the maximum-

security USP Hazelton. Each incident sparked an outcry from

federal lawmakers and union officials about violence and

inadequate staffing at the prison.

Richard Heldreth, the president of the union that represents

workers at the prison, said the prison usually averages one

murder a year, but problems have been getting worse because of

lack of staffing.
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James ‘Whitey’ Bulger dies in Hazelton
federal prison in West Virginia
In a violent end to a long and murderous career,

notorious Boston gangster James “Whitey” Bulger

was killed Tuesday at a West Virginia prison.

View: Photos: James ‘Whitey’ Bulger in
custody
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Read: A timeline of ‘Whitey’ Bulger’s crimes
and capture
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‘My life was wasted’
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“This facility is severely understaffed,” he told the Globe by phone Tuesday shortly after reports surfaced

of Bulger’s killing. “This is the third murder at the prison in the past seven months.”

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton said Bulger’s death “underscores reports of a culture of

violence” at the Hazelton facility.

Norton reiterated calls she made

earlier this month for US

Department of Justice Inspector

General Michael Horowitz to open

a formal investigation “into the

alleged appalling conditions

inmates are facing” at the prison,

citing the deaths this year of two

inmates “during violent

altercations” and “reports of brutal

treatment of others.”

“Based on reports from my

constituents who are housed at

Hazelton and their relatives, there

appears to be a serious shortage of

staffing and other resources,

leaving prisoners and guards

vulnerable to attacks,” Norton said

in a statement Tuesday.

Norton, who represents

Washington, D.C., also called for

the removal of all D.C. inmates
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from the prison. Her office said there are about 500 D.C. inmates there. The prison’s total population is

approximately 1,300.

The New York Times reported that a shortage of correctional officers has become chronic under

President Trump, and that the USP Hazelton has been particularly plagued by violence.

The first killing was in April. Inmate Ian Thorne, 48, was killed after a fight, according to The Associated

Press.

He arrived at the facility in mid-January to serve a 20-year sentence for conspiracy to commit murder,

the AP reported. The other inmate in the fight was treated for minor injuries.

“I believe this tragedy would not have happened if staffing levels were kept at adequate levels to keep

prisons and correctional officers safe,” US Senator Joe Manchin of West Virginia told The Dominion Post

at the time.

A spokesman for Congressman David McKinley at the time also raised concerns to the The Dominion

Post about the prison “using cooks and other staff to fill in the guard slots due to shortage.”

Heldreth, the union president, told local news outlets then that the prison was using staff “such as

secretaries, teachers, counselors, accounting staff, welders and plumbers, to work security posts that are

normally staffed with correctional officers.”

Heldreth said at the time there was a “culture of violence” and a “major” drug and weapon problem at

the facility.

In September, inmate Demario Porter, 27, was killed, according to the AP.

He had only been at the prison briefly. He arrived Sept. 6 to serve a 26-month sentence for a parole
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violation. He was killed after a fight on Sept. 17. The other inmate involved in that altercation, who was

not identified, was treated for minor injuries.

Following that death, Manchin told the The Preston County News & Journal in a statement: “I’ve

pressed the Bureau of Prisons and Attorney General Jeff Sessions to follow the law and act on this

dangerous situation. They have done nothing. The lack of action on the part of the Bureau of Prisons is

unacceptable.”

The District of Columbia Corrections Information Council, an independent Washington, D.C. agency

created to inspect and monitor prisons on behalf of DC residents, last week issued a memo to Bureau of

Prisons acting director Hugh Hurwitz outlining concerns about the recent violence following a visit and

interviews with dozens of inmates at USP Hazelton.

The memo from the council’s director Michelle Bonner said the inmate killed in September was stabbed

to death in the dining hall and a half-dozen inmates who witnessed that incident “raised serious

concerns about how staff handled the aftermath of the assault.”

“Inmates reported that staff prioritized restraining the stabbing victim over getting him medical

attention,” Bonner’s memo said. “They reported that he was on the floor with an officer’s knee in his

back from five to ten minutes (range based on various accounts) before he was taken to receive medical

attention.”

The memo said the April killing was also a stabbing and that some inmates described frequent, if not

daily, stabbings and beatings at the prison.

Inmates reported that security protocols, such as metal detector alarms, at the facility are frequently

ignored by staff, particularly to enter the dining hall and there is little direct supervision in the

recreation yard, the memo said.

There have been reports of guards assaulting prisoners, leaving them in tight restraints for days, and

uttering racist and other verbally abusive remarks, the memo said. It also noted concerns from inmates

about non-security personnel fulfilling security duties at the prison.

Bonner said by phone Tuesday violence at the prison “has gotten worse particularly over the last 12 to 18

months.”

Yet, she said, as far as she knew, prison officials had not announced any reforms.

Hopefully, Bulger’s killing will spur action, Bonner said.

“It’s unfortunate that the two D.C. residents’ deaths didn't get the same amount of attention as Whitey

Bulger. “But we’re hoping now there will be change for the better.”

Over the years, there have been other killings and violence at the prison in Bruceton Mills, W.Va.

In late 2015, inmate Marricco Sykes allegedly strangled a fellow prisoner during a fight, according to a

news release the US Department of Justice issued in March 2016 announcing a federal grand jury

indictment for first-degree murder against Sykes.

https://www.wvnews.com/prestoncountynews/news/usp-hazelton-inmate-killed-during-altercation/article_e08216d1-3841-5467-b6c0-5f6f62067efc.html
https://cic.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cic/release_content/attachments/USP%20Hazelton%20Visit%20-%20CIC%20Ltr%20to%20BOP%2010.22.18.pdf
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In January 2013, two prisoners — John David Pinke and Edward C. Crow — assaulted a fellow inmate,

who had broken bones, cognitive impairment, and stab wounds from razor blades, according to a news

release federal prosecutors issued in October 2014 announcing that Pinke and Crow had been sentenced

to serve extra prison time following convictions on several charges from that incident.

In a separate incident in April 2013, Crow used a handcrafted spear to stab a correctional officer through

the food slot in his cell door, federal prosecutors said. Crow was convicted on multiple charges and

received additional prison time in that case, too.
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Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.

 Show 43 Comments

Viewed Commented Shared

Top 10 Trending Articles

People in open-concept homes are realizing the walls were there for a reason
Ideas | Linda Rodriguez McRobbie: Too old to be president? Science says yes.
Mass. authorities face steep hurdles in shutting down sex trafficking
Here’s what NFL free agent market looks like ahead of league’s legal tampering period
The backyard mechanic who is taking on Tesla
Julia Ruth Stevens, Babe Ruth’s last surviving child, dies at 102
Road to Recovery: Drugs took their children, but not their hope that others might be saved
Sharon principal placed on administrative leave
This week in watching: The fall of ‘Arrested Development,’ the return of ‘Billions,’ and the power of punk
A new service takes travelers from Boston to New York in a Tesla, for $99
Is David Backes putting himself in harm’s way?

James ‘Whitey’ Bulger dies in Hazelton federal prison in West Virginia

Photos: James ‘Whitey’ Bulger in custody

Obituary: The long and deadly career of James J. ‘Whitey’ Bulger

A timeline of ‘Whitey’ Bulger’s crimes and capture

2015: ‘Whitey’ Bulger letter to students: ‘My life was wasted’

2016: ‘Whitey’ Bulger disciplined at Florida prison for sexual activity

SPONSORED BY ALLWAYS HEALTH PARTNERS
Employee Benefits That Attract and Retain Top Talent
By AllWays Health Partners - Choosing benefits for your company health plan can be

complicated, especially if you’re trying to attract and keep a... More

https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/pittsburgh/news/press-releases/former-usp-hazelton-inmates-sentenced-for-assaulting-inmate-and-correctional-officer
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/pittsburgh/news/press-releases/former-usp-hazelton-inmates-sentenced-for-assaulting-inmate-and-correctional-officer
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/06/miss-walls-cry-for-help-from-woman-living-home-with-open-floor-plan/qLl9QX8REvsQ5gKmaeCvFL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2019/03/08/too-old-president-science-says-yes/oMgYxC6waKIIyKWuHciJCJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/mass-authorities-face-steep-hurdles-shutting-down-sex-trafficking/yFW40bBEEN9QtuIHaqTrmM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/10/onfoot/EYgi30FaEqVjJl9PIp58EJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/04/the-backyard-mechanic-who-taking-tesla/Sv1l8q2sxpQvTFMp13VFwM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/julia-ruth-stevens-babe-ruth-last-surviving-child-dies/6xkrTF96hvUqLSY5FR0mDK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/drugs-took-their-children-but-not-their-hope-that-others-might-saved/42PBgLkAx3q5Db9Khno8wM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/sharon-principal-placed-administrative-leave/gmUuEONV9NCroTKUlzsdTL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2019/03/10/this-week-watching-the-fall-arrested-development-return-billions-and-power-punk/0aJii0ZWfGZiMdx97A34fK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/travel/2019/03/06/new-service-takes-travelers-from-boston-new-york-tesla-for/WXqIzV6YBx4TmLrPST8CeI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/bruins/2019/03/09/david-backes-putting-himself-harm-way/wMuqgDA8ylqDu6E06irUwI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/10/30/james-whitey-bulger-moved-hazelton-federal-prison-west-virginia/2lFAoqNktMi5fjaJ8PWRAI/story.html?p1=Article_Inline_Bottom
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/10/30/photos-james-whitey-bulger-custody/8s7EF2myvVXpuWr5G4jaFI/story.html?p1=Article_Inline_Bottom
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/10/30/the-long-and-deadly-career-james-whitey-bulger/qJayh4icjnsqmRDAbrNxPK/story.html?p1=Article_Inline_Bottom
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/1995/03/05/rise-fall-and-escape-whitey-bulger/eqrJIJjGZ2rlp3bgbspJVK/story.html?p1=Article_Inline_Bottom
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/06/27/whitey-bulger-letter-life-was-wasted/irYL38W7IxI5ycoEpDohkI/story.html?p1=Article_Inline_Bottom
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/02/25/whitey-bulger-disciplined-florida-prison-for-sexual-activity/9HRWu5qzhGHv5K47OhfUGO/story.html?p1=Article_Inline_Bottom
https://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/n/article/?prx_t=xXUEAprcwAa5oQA&&ntv_idp=1&ntv_fr
https://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/n/article/?prx_t=xXUEAprcwAa5oQA&&ntv_idp=1&ntv_fr
https://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/n/article/?prx_t=xXUEAprcwAa5oQA&&ntv_idp=1&ntv_fr
https://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/n/article/?prx_t=xXUEAprcwAa5oQA&&ntv_idp=1&ntv_fr
https://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/n/article/?prx_t=xXUEAprcwAa5oQA&&ntv_idp=1&ntv_fr
https://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/n/article/?prx_t=xXUEAprcwAa5oQA&&ntv_idp=1&ntv_fr
https://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/n/article/?prx_t=xXUEAprcwAa5oQA&&ntv_idp=1&ntv_fr


James ‘Whitey’ Bulger’s killing is just the latest in a string of troubling violence for W.Va. prison - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...hitey-bulger-killing-just-latest-string-troubling-violence-for-prison/cGi9jd8q6WGkcHEUIsO20H/story.html[3/10/2019 7:30:09 PM]

Who are you calling senior? For older folks, some terms are fast becoming radioactive
Delta aims high for growth at Logan Airport
Canada’s no-sex, no-money scandal could topple Trudeau
Chances are ‘good’ that Whole Foods will sell marijuana products, CEO says
Why teens need live theater in the age of YouTube
Eliza Dushku: I worked at CBS. I didn’t want to be sexually harassed. I was fired
Train like Tom Brady at his coming Back Bay TB12 center — or one of up to a dozen others planned
Big money is flowing into podcasts. Here’s what that could mean for Boston
David Krejci’s goal with 45 seconds left rallies Bruins
Trump will seek more money for border wall
In N.H., Bernie Sanders says now ‘Democratic candidates all across the board’ support his ideas
Kyrie Irving, Celtics finish off Lakers this time
Baseball News, Scores, Analysis, Schedules & More
‘SNL’ tackles R. Kelly sex assault accusations with parody of CBS interview, Pete Davidson monologue
David Krejci’s goal with 45 seconds left rallies Bruins
157 people, including 8 Americans, are believed dead in Ethiopian Airlines crash
Dana LeVangie the ‘heart and soul’ of Red Sox pitching staff
Merrimack, N.H., man allegedly impersonated police officers, first responders
Turbulence injures 30 on flight from Istanbul to New York

Most Popular In Metro 
Subscribe Now
Digital Access

Home Delivery

Gift Subscriptions
My Account
Manage my Account

Mobile Customer Service

Sign Up For Newsletters
Contact
Help

FAQs

Globe newsroom

Advertise

Order back issues
Social
Facebook

Twitter

Google+

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/07/who-are-you-calling-senior-for-older-folks-some-terms-are-fast-becoming-radioactive/EaCvwK6WJIHbtcoXO63JqO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2019/03/07/delta-aims-high-for-growth-logan-airport/ckthglHJBmIJlXcdnKITDJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2019/03/10/canada-sex-money-scandal-could-topple-trudeau/iZrly1z5U3278IL2DsDDNK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/marijuana/2019/03/04/chances-are-good-that-whole-foods-will-sell-marijuana-products-ceo-says/2LqtMe21xZjnmPwOmHTDhJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2019/03/05/why-teens-need-live-theater-age-youtube/4UsKlXxWI56W1eyFwPwNHN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2018/12/19/eliza-dushku-responds-what-happened-cbs-took-job-and-because-objected-being-sexually-harassed-was-fired/OCh7h0pwg4Aq7xfwOUasyO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/08/train-like-tom-brady-his-coming-back-bay-center-one-dozen-others-planned/SxupAes5lVX1NnMV5jjpvJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2019/03/08/big-money-flowing-into-podcasts-here-what-that-could-mean-for-boston/gEAf8qEj3OvYpvfhzgB48N/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/bruins/2019/03/09/david-krejci-goal-with-seconds-left-rallies-bruins/UeYnwjoUupYE5m3rNL8uWO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2019/03/10/trump-will-seek-more-money-for-border-wall/8aBhZPXHzuHgV5eYOv5maP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/bernie-sanders-says-democratic-candidates-all-across-board-now-support-his-ideas/ut2dfi1T7udqiMK4h2ULoO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2019/03/09/celtics/q7PA5rnRBfZkgCMRQ4fdXM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/09/six-things-know-about-michael-bennett-newest-patriot/8mYWggGXfiIDdtFfzMEWUN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/television/2019/03/10/snl-tackles-kelly-sex-assault-accusations-with-parody-cbs-interview-pete-davidson-monologue/QsXSDmioHCXH7IdAqBTfgO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/bruins/2019/03/09/david-krejci-goal-with-seconds-left-rallies-bruins/UeYnwjoUupYE5m3rNL8uWO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2019/03/10/ethiopian-airlines-flight-nairobi-crashes-after-takeoff/CBRwnS1kDWQUknaS3D0YJM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2019/03/09/dana-levangie-heart-and-soul-red-sox-pitching-staff/2TmrnRLMWSg6wHklNtuF7J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/merrimack-man-allegedly-impersonated-police-officers-first-responders/gWyHRrH0q7jgBUXXC3t0MN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2019/03/09/turbulence-injures-least-flight-into-new-york/WZNrYfA35VvxaCEbd3qT3J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B5759/?p1=BGFooter
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B3428/?p1=BGFooter
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/GiftTheGlobe/LandingPage.html
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs
https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter
https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/Order/newspaper/Newspaper.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about


James ‘Whitey’ Bulger’s killing is just the latest in a string of troubling violence for W.Va. prison - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...hitey-bulger-killing-just-latest-string-troubling-violence-for-prison/cGi9jd8q6WGkcHEUIsO20H/story.html[3/10/2019 7:30:09 PM]

More
ePaper

News in Education

Archives

Privacy policy

Terms of service

Terms of purchase

Work at Boston Globe Media
© 2019 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/archive-login.jsp
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers

	bostonglobe.com
	James ‘Whitey’ Bulger’s killing is just the latest in a string of troubling violence for W.Va. prison - The Boston Globe


	tjSEVVSXNPMjBIL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwA: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 




