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Governor Charlie Baker, who has repeatedly said corrupt State Police troopers should lose their state-

funded pensions, took a different tack this week regarding the Environmental Police colonel who was

recently fired for misconduct.

Baker suggested Tuesday that other state officials should make the call on the pension benefits for

Colonel James McGinn, a former State Police sergeant who also served as Baker’s personal campaign

Baker says it’s for others to decide whether fired Environmental Police chief loses pension

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  OCTOBER 24, 2018

Salute to Nurses

 22

PAT GREENHOUSE/GLOBE STAFF/FILE 2018

22

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/07/01/state-police-overtime-probe-intensifies-troopers-race-lock-pensions-and-retire/gNmgCSLbxP8FuHHjCmPPkN/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/10/19/mass-environmental-police-chief-fired/sQtqwfepppibE4DzXxWtQO/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/staff/rocheleaum
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo
https://nurses.bostonglobe.com/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cf9hHFp2FXP_eFM3chQaVyJqgC6v70MNVksq43YAJ6q2C5gQQASCL1bEgYMmG7YiEpOwPoAGG1u26A8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDmQSqBMsCT9B7EPECp7OqTQutBxTL7PlwJk3mwpsSTlzaRTsxf2Og0Mdk0C6d07LnmJ3_NjJRnab8vTbmVE3Dtnd1suQHjFfQ6o4fzGUglicTGxgbQGsHejljqu93xlWhocAFqz42WH_lKjZ9mF0kQR8HeO3bOzCGndtEM9rJvCKL54mYIKR-j1wCkrWgVUp43hFAeT5VqLUkB0Hx5B8ap5YEcy2Gt2_OySI1f3Ghg2tCXyzSBwtiJ_Askze06uN-pk_wD_YSp4L8NO-g37P2zWxH-kTz7l8UJN89h6376iLO_IQV5wcChB9TOmb-roytNtbtM2a49uxaZoAvm5qHrWqWlmtCEf2Z3GNF_UH8rODa9ckbErpUZ0QlqRCfSI7Y-49MGhXZxxxnVceIZ9Lu4ENgOHlSTptpGoh29HjN2xtUvqJXEqu1YhjbMmi39ykwtuAEAaAGA4AH4qmSRagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAe6BqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGAGxCftK7CaMPAdtgAoD2BMC&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoke9RgmyJGwybO1yH3qfcHw&sig=AOD64_1ghi6u6Qx3pM00C_rIH-sm8I34HA&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=https://infoorc.com/index.php%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DBanner%26utm_campaign%3Dmembership%26utm_content%3DadC
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&t=Baker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&t=Baker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Baker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Baker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2018%2F10%2F24%2Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%2FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2018%2F10%2F24%2Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%2FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&title=Baker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension&summary=Environmental+Police+Colonel+James+McGinn%252C+who+previously+served+as+Governor+Baker%2526amp%253Brsquo%253Bs+personal+campaign+driver%252C+was+fired+last+week+for+misconduct.
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&title=Baker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension&summary=Environmental+Police+Colonel+James+McGinn%252C+who+previously+served+as+Governor+Baker%2526amp%253Brsquo%253Bs+personal+campaign+driver%252C+was+fired+last+week+for+misconduct.
javascript:print();
javascript:print();
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo_Sticky
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Baker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Baker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&tBaker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F10%252F24%252Fbaker-says-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension%252FhyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&tBaker%20says%20it%E2%80%99s%20for%20others%20to%20decide%20whether%20fired%20Environmental%20Police%20chief%20loses%20pension
javascript:;
javascript:;


Baker says it’s for others to decide whether fired Environmental Police chief loses pension - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...-for-others-decide-fired-environmental-police-chief-loses-pension/hyLJEP2656dEDMew4nmUDL/story.html[3/10/2019 7:26:47 PM]

driver.

The governor said the federal payroll fraud charges facing troopers are more serious than the allegations

levied in an internal investigation against McGinn, who was found to have fixed a pair of tickets and

used state funds to spy on other officers.

“Colonel McGinn exercised some really bad decision-making and was fired, and I believe that was the

appropriate decision,” Baker told reporters Tuesday, according to a recording released by his office.
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“In the case of the State Police, you’re talking about people who stole money, forged documents, and

engaged in a whole series of criminal activities that go way beyond what we’re talking about with Colonel

McGinn.”

Baker, referring to the fate of McGinn’s pension, said, “The Ethics Commission needs to rule on that.”

But the problem is the state ethics commission does not have the power to take away pensions. The state

retirement board can strip someone’s pension only if they are convicted of a crime related to their

employment, and even those cases aren’t a legal slam-dunk.

The allegations against McGinn do not appear to be the subject of any criminal review.

Peter Lorenz, a spokesman for the executive environmental office, would only say that officials there had

referred the case to the ethics commission.

Asked whether the allegations were submitted to prosecutors, Lorenz said the office “will provide other

parties with any information if requested.”

Because the alleged misconduct happened in multiple parts of the state and involves an agency with

statewide functions, it’s unclear who has jurisdiction.

Officials at district attorney’s offices in Suffolk, Middlesex, and Worcester counties said they were not

reviewing the matter. The attorney general’s office declined to comment.

Local attorney Peter Elikann said it’s not clear whether the allegations against McGinn will rise to the

criminal level.
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He said it’s possible McGinn broke state laws prohibiting people from recording others without their

consent and that he misused public funds when he bought the surveillance cameras and hired a private

investigator.

However, “This appears to be different than a lot of corruption cases where an official does something

outside the bounds of protocol in order to profit or gain or some vendetta,” Elikann said. “It’s really hard

to see the bad intent if it’s true that he was concerned about the hours people were putting in and he

wanted to better and improve the agency he was working at.”

As for whether McGinn could face criminal penalties for violating a state law enacted to prevent police

from fixing tickets, local legal experts said charges under that statute would be unusual, if not

unprecedented.

The alleged ticket-fixing “certainly hurts the public trust in law enforcement,” Elikann said. But, “it’s not

the most usual or serious of crimes.”

Timothy M. Burke, McGinn’s Needham-based attorney, called the notion that McGinn could lose his

pension ludicrous.

“There’s no basis in fact or in law that would justify any issue with Colonel McGinn’s pension,” Burke

said.

McGinn retired from the State Police in 2005 and halted payments on his approximately $60,000-a-

year pension from that job in 2014 when he took over as head of Environmental Police.

His time with the Environmental Police will not change his State Police pension benefits or allow him to

collect a second one, officials at the state retirement board said.

McGinn had not requested to resume pension payments as of Tuesday afternoon, officials said.

Burke called McGinn’s firing “politically motivated,” described the investigation that led to it as

unprofessional, and said McGinn intends to “litigate the matter further.”

Burke said McGinn “adamantly denies” involvement in the alleged ticket-fixing and said his surveillance

efforts were done with approval and to ensure employees showed up for work on time.
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“Frankly, he should have been commended rather than criticized,” Burke said. “Everything he did when

he was colonel of the Environmental Police was done in an attempt to professionalize an

underperforming agency.”

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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