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The head of the Massachusetts Environmental Police was suspended and placed under investigation for

alleged misconduct, including scuttling a friend’s 2015 traffic citation, according to a person with direct

knowledge of the probe.

Colonel James McGinn’s former neighbor told the Globe that he had called McGinn to contest the ticket

shortly after it was issued in August 2015. The citation never made its way into the court system, records

show.

The Environmental Police released the 2015 citation and other documents Thursday in response to a

Globe records request. Hours later, Governor Charlie Baker’s administration announced McGinn was

suspended without pay.

Officials declined to provide more details, but Baker, speaking to reporters Friday afternoon, said a

ticket-fixing allegation “is certainly one of the elements” of the McGinn investigation.
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McGinn previously served as Baker’s personal campaign driver and was appointed in 2014 to lead the

83-officer agency, which enforces fishing, hunting, boating, and recreational vehicle laws.

Under McGinn, the department has been mired in controversies over payroll and paid detail practices,

the oversight of officers, as well as patronage in hiring.

McGinn, who earned $133,000 last year, could not be reached for comment Friday.

Last month, the Globe requested records related to $250 citations issued to two Bedford men after their

sons were allegedly caught by environmental officers riding unregistered dirt bikes.

One of those men, Neil Couvee, told the Globe last month that he called McGinn — his friend and former

neighbor — to raise objections about his citation.
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McGinn “took care of it the old-fashioned way,” Couvee said. “He helped me out.”

Couvee said at the time that he never paid his ticket. Copies of Couvee’s citation and the one issued to

the other man never made their way to the Registry of Motor Vehicles, according to records and a

spokeswoman for the Transportation Department.

Police agencies are required to forward a copy of each citation they issue to the RMV. Furthermore, if

someone appeals or pays a citation, that information is entered into the RMV’s databases, an RMV

spokeswoman said.

A person with direct knowledge of the Environmental Police internal review said it includes allegations

that McGinn fixed Couvee’s 2015 ticket.

Thursday night, hours after the state suspended McGinn, Couvee told the Globe he wanted to recant his

previous comments.

Couvee said McGinn had only “helped” by advising him to appeal the ticket and setting up a meeting in

which an Environmental Police officer explained the law to the dirt-bike-riding teens.

“[McGinn] said to send it in for an appeal, and I got the impression that somebody would look at it,”

Couvee said.

Couvee said his wife filed an appeal.

“I was expecting to see a court date, but I never saw anything since then,” Couvee said Thursday night.

However, officials at the Concord District Court clerk’s office said Friday that there is no record of an

appeal or of any such citation issued to Couvee.

Appeals always result in an in-person court hearing, according to an RMV spokeswoman.

Following such hearings, the court notifies the RMV about the results, which are entered into the

registry’s databases.

Advised by the Globe that there was no record of an appeal, Couvee said: “If they had no record of it,

then it must have gotten lost. I don’t know what happened to it.”

The Globe could not reach the other Bedford man who was also cited.
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State law prohibits public employees from using their official position to give another person

“unwarranted privileges or exemptions which are of substantial value and which are not properly

available to similarly situated individuals.”

It also bars public employees from acting in a way that would cause “a reasonable person” to conclude

the employees can be improperly influenced.

Couvee defended McGinn prior to his suspension from the police force.

“I’m glad he did it for me because I didn’t think [the citation] was warranted,” he said. “I don’t think he

overstepped any boundaries in my case.”

The low-profile Environmental Police force, which operates on an $11 million annual budget, has been

under increased scrutiny following several public missteps.

In late August, the Globe reported that Environmental Police officers continued to work overtime

assignments and off-duty details in the middle of the workday, scheduling their normal state work

around more profitable side gigs. The agency had let the practice continue despite vowing to curb it after

concerns were raised, including by Baker, in the fall of 2016.

Following the report, Baker defended the agency and said its controversial pay practice was less serious

than the alleged overtime theft by dozens of State Police troopers, “a far more serious issue.”

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com

 Show 31 Comments

Viewed Commented Shared

Top 10 Trending Articles

People in open-concept homes are realizing the walls were there for a reason
Ideas | Linda Rodriguez McRobbie: Too old to be president? Science says yes.
Mass. authorities face steep hurdles in shutting down sex trafficking
Here’s what NFL free agent market looks like ahead of league’s legal tampering period
The backyard mechanic who is taking on Tesla
Road to Recovery: Drugs took their children, but not their hope that others might be saved
Julia Ruth Stevens, Babe Ruth’s last surviving child, dies at 102
This week in watching: The fall of ‘Arrested Development,’ the return of ‘Billions,’ and the power of punk
‘Text me when you get home.’ We shouldn’t have to say it. But we do
Four unions representing Stop & Shop workers in southern New England have voted to OK strike
UMass plans national online college aimed at adult learners
Child of Shamima Begum, ISIS teenager trying to return to Britain, dies in Syria
The Patriots’ biggest offseason needs — and how to fill them
GE’s would-be HQ tower could be turned into labs
Electric dreams: Boston to New York in a Tesla, for $99

mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/06/miss-walls-cry-for-help-from-woman-living-home-with-open-floor-plan/qLl9QX8REvsQ5gKmaeCvFL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2019/03/08/too-old-president-science-says-yes/oMgYxC6waKIIyKWuHciJCJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/mass-authorities-face-steep-hurdles-shutting-down-sex-trafficking/yFW40bBEEN9QtuIHaqTrmM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/10/onfoot/EYgi30FaEqVjJl9PIp58EJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/04/the-backyard-mechanic-who-taking-tesla/Sv1l8q2sxpQvTFMp13VFwM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/drugs-took-their-children-but-not-their-hope-that-others-might-saved/42PBgLkAx3q5Db9Khno8wM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/julia-ruth-stevens-babe-ruth-last-surviving-child-dies/6xkrTF96hvUqLSY5FR0mDK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2019/03/10/this-week-watching-the-fall-arrested-development-return-billions-and-power-punk/0aJii0ZWfGZiMdx97A34fK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/05/jassy-correia-and-besties-safety-roll-call-text-when-you-get-home/Gvu0UlaZ7muEwW5BXS2iWI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/four-unions-representing-stop-shop-workers-southern-new-england-have-voted-strike/uvPPOqy6sOlmrKHjsFxIxO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/04/umass-plans-national-online-college-aimed-adult-learners/2pthhOsSgwM5GOUFT0wUCO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2019/03/09/child-shamima-begum-isis-teenager-trying-return-britain-dies-syria/GPOm11rQ2Po2pT5gCFtkyO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/06/the-patriots-biggest-offseason-needs-and-how-fill-them/mPu8C1IahDVcB4aHE1VgIM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2019/03/08/would-tower-could-turned-into-labs/SVoTJ7nIHz6lRGPL58Vw4O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/Boston/2011-2020/2019/02/12/BostonGlobe.com/Travel/Stories/24Telsa.xml?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared


Environmental Police chief suspended amid ticket-fixing claim - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...0/05/environmental-police-chief-suspended-amid-ticket-fixing-claim/Lykismsq0L7ZNrYFLcGFiI/story.html[3/10/2019 7:16:14 PM]

Prosecutors detail disturbing evidence in case against Louis Coleman, charged with kidnapping Jassy
Correia
Priest who used to work in Seekonk church placed on leave for ‘inappropriate communications’
Northampton lawyer who defended nurse against death penalty set to represent Coleman
Kyrie Irving, Celtics finish off Lakers this time
‘I’m just worthless. You want to throw my life away’
Sex trafficking is in plain sight in Massachusetts communities
Trump will seek more money for border wall
In N.H., Bernie Sanders says now ‘Democratic candidates all across the board’ support his ideas
Kyrie Irving, Celtics finish off Lakers this time
Baseball News, Scores, Analysis, Schedules & More
‘SNL’ tackles R. Kelly sex assault accusations with parody of CBS interview, Pete Davidson monologue
David Krejci’s goal with 45 seconds left rallies Bruins
157 people, including 8 Americans, are believed dead in Ethiopian Airlines crash
Dana LeVangie the ‘heart and soul’ of Red Sox pitching staff
Merrimack, N.H., man allegedly impersonated police officers, first responders

Most Popular In Metro 
Subscribe Now
Digital Access

Home Delivery

Gift Subscriptions
My Account
Manage my Account

Mobile Customer Service

Sign Up For Newsletters
Contact
Help

FAQs

Globe newsroom

Advertise

Order back issues
Social
Facebook

Twitter

Google+
More
ePaper

News in Education

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/04/louis-coleman-man-charged-with-kidnapping-jassy-correia-boston-due-delaware-court/QkUhVqinkBMS93nhj5zEtN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/04/louis-coleman-man-charged-with-kidnapping-jassy-correia-boston-due-delaware-court/QkUhVqinkBMS93nhj5zEtN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/priest-who-used-work-seekonk-church-placed-leave-for-inappropriate-communications/ccSdNt274dAsEc47UvCtLM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/northampton-lawyer-who-defended-nurse-against-death-penalty-set-represent-coleman/kALak3bZAV0CSUCwC1rVsL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2019/03/09/celtics/q7PA5rnRBfZkgCMRQ4fdXM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/07/transitcops/SxefRv6MMCqLuxCDfq775I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/mass-authorities-face-steep-hurdles-shutting-down-sex-trafficking/yFW40bBEEN9QtuIHaqTrmM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2019/03/10/trump-will-seek-more-money-for-border-wall/8aBhZPXHzuHgV5eYOv5maP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/bernie-sanders-says-democratic-candidates-all-across-board-now-support-his-ideas/ut2dfi1T7udqiMK4h2ULoO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2019/03/09/celtics/q7PA5rnRBfZkgCMRQ4fdXM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/09/six-things-know-about-michael-bennett-newest-patriot/8mYWggGXfiIDdtFfzMEWUN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/television/2019/03/10/snl-tackles-kelly-sex-assault-accusations-with-parody-cbs-interview-pete-davidson-monologue/QsXSDmioHCXH7IdAqBTfgO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/bruins/2019/03/09/david-krejci-goal-with-seconds-left-rallies-bruins/UeYnwjoUupYE5m3rNL8uWO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2019/03/10/ethiopian-airlines-flight-nairobi-crashes-after-takeoff/CBRwnS1kDWQUknaS3D0YJM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2019/03/09/dana-levangie-heart-and-soul-red-sox-pitching-staff/2TmrnRLMWSg6wHklNtuF7J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/10/merrimack-man-allegedly-impersonated-police-officers-first-responders/gWyHRrH0q7jgBUXXC3t0MN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B5759/?p1=BGFooter
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B3428/?p1=BGFooter
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/GiftTheGlobe/LandingPage.html
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs
https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter
https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/Order/newspaper/Newspaper.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/


Environmental Police chief suspended amid ticket-fixing claim - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...0/05/environmental-police-chief-suspended-amid-ticket-fixing-claim/Lykismsq0L7ZNrYFLcGFiI/story.html[3/10/2019 7:16:14 PM]

Archives

Privacy policy

Terms of service

Terms of purchase

Work at Boston Globe Media
© 2019 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/archive-login.jsp
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers

	bostonglobe.com
	Environmental Police chief suspended amid ticket-fixing claim - The Boston Globe


	pOcllGTGNHRmlJL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwA: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 




