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Governor Charlie Baker said Tuesday he wants the Massachusetts Environmental Police to turn on GPS tracking inside officers’

vehicles, after a Boston Globe report outlined questionable payroll practices at the agency.

But the governor also threw his support behind the agency, which is led by Colonel James McGinn, a former State Police sergeant

who served as Baker’s personal campaign driver before Baker appointed him to head the agency in 2014.
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Another state agency battling payroll inconsistencies
The Massachusetts Environmental Police has quietly allowed

officers to prioritize overtime and private work over their daily

Baker defended one controversial pay practice at the Environmental Police and said that, by comparison, the alleged overtime

theft by dozens of State Police troopers was “a far more serious issue.”

The Globe reported this week that Environmental Police officers can take overtime assignments and off-duty details in the middle

of the workday, scheduling their normal state work around more profitable side gigs.
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The agency has let the practice continue regularly despite vowing to curb it after concerns were raised, including by Baker, in the

fall of 2016.

Experts said the practice is unheard of

within law enforcement and could lead to a

host of problems, including potential

abuse.

But Baker on Tuesday said he believes the

policy “makes sense.”

“There are many circumstances and

situations where the split shift is

appropriate — things like LNG [liquefied

natural gas] tankers coming into the

harbor and a whole bunch of other time-

inRead invented by Teads

ADVERTISEMENT

Sign Up

Read Story

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/08/27/another-state-law-enforcement-agency-battling-payroll-inconsistencies/qpNBkAc89QFubkiO5rPznK/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/08/27/another-state-law-enforcement-agency-battling-payroll-inconsistencies/qpNBkAc89QFubkiO5rPznK/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/08/27/another-state-law-enforcement-agency-battling-payroll-inconsistencies/qpNBkAc89QFubkiO5rPznK/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/08/27/another-state-law-enforcement-agency-battling-payroll-inconsistencies/qpNBkAc89QFubkiO5rPznK/story.html
https://www.teads.tv/viewable-outstream-formats/?utm_source=inread&utm_medium=credits&utm_campaign=invented%20by%20teads
https://www.teads.tv/viewable-outstream-formats/?utm_source=inread&utm_medium=credits&utm_campaign=invented%20by%20teads
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNdhixoWFXM6eHZSEpgO82pHYCYTAsbpU5LbKmqkJ6q2C5gQQASCL1bEgYMmG7YiEpOwPoAHVhvXJA8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDmQSqBMgCT9C4wbbjRXjshEfSjZ3Mr3bPnVLwMrPMYmNhrZOgFWYi1mMf9Akp_Jih44bJt8rTmSn2vqM8piCXBaGAff_YPKeoPMxL8TlebCrhSBKPm-dbOnGxC306TQXpC0ykIJMEuLP26gB6HbIXWygRtVVbhjT9OB937UbGcD6Dibs9JMpYhPXfA8O1PG2o-6khEeB7oO-1BcX59vRZ3TU45YnJYJ5ABdubHzSNj-szFAhCPfNAVbelGKiL_p27rhFWBNKO_BpgPjb6TfscYRClDIifRnBCkPhLDjmO_0IWuwOZZP6bvxU-8c0lZh5QcA7u13un1IEM-_eLQxpYe_VWrgC5yMEvhJ2Ab01MhYFqJn8PT3LiIRwqmu7cES4YM5am-E3fjLPQLoGL-QPZD8PBeNNgzQ7TJZZchC5fd64Y_4IbtmKiSFM9UlbT6uAEAaAGA4AHk_mKNqgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAe6BqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGAGxCcKiig4LCnG2gAoD2BMC&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoy_pMF1B0xNBAj0UMNSpD5w&sig=AOD64_1SyTBmqM6JmJ_9SrB-LpWpRSSfYQ&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=https://www.sawyersreach.com/townhome-features/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/08/27/another-state-law-enforcement-agency-battling-payroll-inconsistencies/qpNBkAc89QFubkiO5rPznK/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/08/27/another-state-law-enforcement-agency-battling-payroll-inconsistencies/qpNBkAc89QFubkiO5rPznK/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article


Governor Baker says he wants GPS tracking in Environmental Police vehicles - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/08/28/governor-baker-says-wants-gps-tracking-environmental-police-vehicles/IK2VITpHiHLMyysOdyYtlM/story.html[3/10/2019 5:49:26 PM]

public service duties.
bound activities in which their presence is

required,” Baker told reporters Tuesday.

He said Environmental Police leaders have “done a lot of things over course of the past couple of years to clean up their act on

that stuff,” while adding, “there’s always more to be done.”

Agency officials said Tuesday they would continue to allow officers to split shifts.

The Globe this week reported how other problems that surfaced two years ago also have continued, including officers staying on

the clock while traveling between regular and extra shifts and using paid time off to stretch their schedules and ensure overtime

payouts.

Baker said he wanted to see one change made that could help address some of the issues.

“Turning the GPS devices on there I think is an important next step,” he said.

State Police have enacted a series of reforms because of their payroll problems, including recently activating GPS tracking

technology in cruisers to strengthen accountability.

In contrast, Environmental Police removed GPS tracking devices from their patrol vehicles three years ago at the union’s request

and those tracking capabilities have not been restored.

On Tuesday, agency officials signaled the move could happen. They said they planned to continue to work with the union to get

GPS tracking devices installed and running in Environmental Police vehicles to ensure both safety and efficient use of resources.

The agency, which employs 83 officers on an $11 million annual budget, enforces fishing, hunting, boating, and recreational

vehicle laws.

The average base pay of the officers is about $80,000, though about half the force earned six-figure payouts last year with

overtime and private details. The highest-paid officer made $181,300, including $26,645 in overtime and nearly $68,000 from

details and other pay, records show.

The agency has weathered a handful of other controversies in recent years, as has the secretariat overseeing it, the Executive
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