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In the wake of a devastating bridge collapse that killed at least 20 people Tuesday in Italy, you may be wondering about the safety

of bridges in Massachusetts.

The short answer: Hundreds of state bridges have structural problems, but improvements have been made in recent years.
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The North Washington Street Bridge and the Zakim Bridge in fog over the Charles River.
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Data from the Federal Highway Administration shows that 482 of the state’s 5,192 bridges were deemed “structurally deficient”

last year.

A bridge classified as structurally deficient is not necessarily in danger of collapse or otherwise unsafe, but “has major

deterioration, cracks, or other flaws that reduce its ability to support vehicles,” federal authorities have said.

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

State officials, meanwhile, have been taking steps to improve the bridge outlook.

The Globe reported in 2015 that a $3 billion Accelerated Bridge Program launched in 2008 helped reduce the state’s number of

structurally deficient bridges.

“Over the course of the program, over 270 bridges will be rehabilitated or replaced,” the official state website says. “Many more

have been improved for safety and preserved for extended life cycle.”

Matt Rocheleau of the Globe Staff contributed to this report. Material from the Associated Press was also used. Travis Andersen

can be reached at travis.andersen@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @TAGlobe.
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