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A Steamship Authority bus on its way to pick up passengers in Falmouth burst into flames late Saturday

morning, destroying the bus and damaging as many as 15 vehicles parked nearby.

No passengers were on board, the bus driver escaped unharmed, and there were no reports of injuries,

according to statements from the Steamship Authority and the Falmouth Police Department.
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Firefighters responded to a bus fire in Falmouth on Saturday.
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The cause of the fire is still under investigation, according to Sean Driscoll, a Steamship Authority

spokesman.

Around 11:40 a.m., the bus left the Steamship Authority’s Palmer Avenue lot and was headed to the

Thomas B. Landers Road lot to pick up passengers to take them to the ferry terminal, according to an

agency statement Saturday afternoon.

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

During the trip, another Steamship Authority bus driver saw smoke coming from the back of the first

vehicle and alerted its driver, who turned back to the Palmer Avenue lot.

Shortly after returning to the parking lot, the driver saw the fire start on the bus, the statement said.
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Video of the fire, posted on Facebook by Falmouth police, showed the front of the vehicle totally

engulfed in flames.

Flames could also be seen in the police video spreading onto the hood of a car parked next to the bus.

The Falmouth Fire/Rescue Department reported it took 45 minutes to knock down the fire, according to

the department’s Facebook post. The fire is not considered suspicious, according to the post.

The bus involved in the fire was approximately two years old and seated 39 passengers, according to the

Steamship Authority.

“The bus appears to be a total loss and as many as 15 vehicles exhibited varying degrees of damage. The

Steamship Authority is working to make contact with the owners of those vehicles and will assist them

as needed,” the agency’s statement said.

The Steamship Authority purchased the bus for about $142,000

in 2016, and to replace it today would cost about $177,000,

Driscoll said.

It looks like you may be having problems
playing this video. If so, please try

restarting your browser.

Close

Posted by Falm…
88,322 Views

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.facebook.com/FalmouthPoliceDepartment/videos
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvENUZ2iqodG9YFRR2rhQfpmaUf2kHNkMZZJdLk9ffnp9AEtOhmnxoRnfIJyQY5BHKVrUNTRUQPnXj7MJch6eA1PG95eGwkSPMInpgSgUQra6bl3snkTplagOpj6a4mG0OEVh2HBXbFO-xjy66zxbeLW-o&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM9WQJMJI9CG&urlfix=1&adurl=https://rs.gwallet.com/r1/adclick/c798944T2268121B125957F143761R95S412b59860946d/_pa77w435xnuysosnnu3rsj6ojx5w34mrk74ono1nizxqsckb478dgtsk6k4por5171zubso59exjcbudc1bcczcht4jaehoiwa3mcq5ia164tmxqx1rpe7eyuqaupzrfytuqegpt39eik7y9mk4m8ht9mr6rfixi1u9zgp1quhf7gu6p5cbnkkjc7at6s4hr5egj1t9jxgshhjtibsgennsku3j4t7gcfz7ck883akjurxfq5shdzpym9heswfthdtcgtdw8ekkst1gh4hrbrshbx554cbq6uxwxcecxncqo57ufehc78c8ffmfk65og3rf1gheeypykawzuy3hq9nxicujsjtzt5m6wt1e%3Fhttps://WholeHomeSolutions-MA.com%253Futm_source%253DRhythmOne%2526utm_medium%253DDesktop%2526utm_content%253DStayWarm_728x90%2526utm_campaign%253D2019_Heating_MA
https://radiumone.com/oba/
https://radiumone.com/oba/


Burning Steamship Authority bus damages cars in Falmouth parking lot - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...lice-assist-firefighters-with-blaze-steamship-authority-parking-lot/esiugHmRFbNwBOxDqQaC6H/story.html[3/10/2019 3:39:57 PM]

The Steamship Authority, a semipublic agency, transported more

than 3 million passengers to and from Martha’s Vineyard and

Nantucket last year, according to the authority’s statistics.

The agency has 25 other shuttle buses in its fleet to maintain service, according to the agency.

Matt Rocheleau of the Globe staff contributed to this report. John Hilliard can be reached at

john.hilliard@globe.com.
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