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FRAMINGHAM — The former head of payroll for the Massachusetts State Police pleaded guilty Monday

to a charge she stole $23,900 from the agency, officials said.

Denise Ezekiel, 50, of Holbrook, was sentenced to 2½ years of probation and ordered to pay back the

money she stole, though she will be allowed to pay back the vast majority of the pilfered funds by
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Former Massachusetts State Police payroll head Denise Ezekiel (left) appeared in court
Monday.
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forfeiting a $17,050 lump sum payment State Police owe her for unused vacation benefits, court records

show.

Ezekiel was ordered to pay the remainder — $6,850 — by the end of her probation.

Judge Michael Fabbri also ordered her to perform 100 hours of community service, to continue seeking

employment, and to undergo a “comprehensive evaluation” within 30 days and to comply with any

recommendations from that review.

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

The judge’s sentence was somewhat harsher than what was recommended by prosecutors from

Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan’s office.

Prosecutors sought only two years of probation and restitution of the money she stole. Ryan’s office

declined to comment about the sentencing.

Ezekiel’s lawyer, Amanda Sheehan, had agreed to prosecutors’ sentencing recommendations. Sheehan

did not respond to messages Monday.

State Police spokesman David Procopio said via e-mail the agency was “pleased [that Ezekiel] has been

held accountable for her crime and that she will be made to pay restitution, among other conditions of

her guilty plea.”
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The sentence was issued in Framingham District Court after Ezekiel pleaded guilty to one count of

larceny over $250.

Ezekiel, a longtime state worker, held a $95,000-a-year job as a civilian supervisor with State Police

overseeing a payroll of at least $290 million last year.

She was placed on unpaid leave on Nov. 1, after State Police officials discovered financial discrepancies

and launched an internal probe.

The department filed a criminal complaint against Ezekiel on March 6.

But the case did not come to light publicly until mid-April when MassLive reported her name was on a

list of suspended State Police employees.

State Police said in their criminal complaint that, over a 15-month span ending last October, Ezekiel

deposited a total of $23,900 of department funds into a personal account, falsely claiming the payments

were reimbursements for travel and training expenses.

The agency has said it reviewed other payments she received since joining the State Police in 2013, and it

also reviewed the payroll unit she worked in, and found no other irregularities.

Ezekiel faced significant financial troubles shortly before the alleged theft began. Court records show she

was sued in late 2014 and early 2015 by three credit card companies, which claimed she owed an

estimated $23,000.

Days before police filed the criminal complaint, Ezekiel applied to receive pension benefits with the State

Retirement Board. But, as of Monday, that application had not been processed and she had not started

receiving payments, officials said.

Those benefits are now in jeopardy.

If a former state worker is convicted of a crime related to his or her employment, the board can vote to

revoke that person’s pension. Spokeswoman Chandra Allard said in an e-mail the board “will have to

review the court filings to determine next steps.”

Travis Andersen of the Globe staff contributed to this report. Matt Rocheleau can be reached at

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/18/state-police-payroll-head-under-investigation-for-allegedly-stealing-funds/FX4RnPW7ja7jvuCULE3omI/story.html
http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2018/04/after_allegation_against_mass.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/19/new-details-emerge-state-police-payroll-head-alleged-theft-scheme/bS0xKNzwUzSuGZR0vltH7J/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/23/state-police-payroll-head-struggled-with-debt-before-alleged-theft-began/neHcOtpcyyycroImjgIJBM/story.html
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv4B_2eZQZldth12AxZPFsFEd-eq_JhWQwqB8evHN9VDI9eF6tkfYHhsBpOGgDEsC1_f3v0eG-8T_i-SOoXOfYgXyucmXveUtZmsuuL_vV6zCqEoppXciuQ9GoPSciHEiJqBlaRqBqGjTE5VQu3ARhkdKc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEFbO3WoCVdl&urlfix=1&adurl=https://rs.gwallet.com/r1/adclick/c798944T2268121B125957F143761R95S412b59860946d/_pa77w435xnuysosnnu3rsj6ojpwekokmm19xr9nyn55pe17159pd1hnefqtwc68748jxkgci6sj4wbudc1bcczcht4jaehoiwa3mcq5ia164tmxqx1rpe7eyuqaupzrfytuqegpt39eik7y9mk4m8ht9mgwiqhf4yzuyi8afeu75m6q5kx9hfsswfsndsdgoi7hx35nkgyoaisdc5ymhjo9hmxi7ekwh3wd4raz3akjurxfq5shdzpym9heswfthdtcgtdw8ekkst1gh4hrbrshbx554cbq6uxwxcecxncqo57ufehc78c8ffmfk65og3rf1gheeypykawzuy3hq9nxicujsjtzt5m6wt1e%3Fhttps://WholeHomeSolutions-MA.com%253Futm_source%253DRhythmOne%2526utm_medium%253DDesktop%2526utm_content%253DDIYCozy_728x90%2526utm_campaign%253D2019_Heating_MA


Former head of payroll for Mass. State Police pleads guilty to stealing $23,000 from agency - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...head-payroll-for-mass-state-police-pleads-guilty-stealing-from-agency/DjzEfcP3aSqq2DpudVjy1I/story.html[3/10/2019 3:34:00 PM]

matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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