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FRAMINGHAM — The former head of payroll for the Massachusetts State Police kept her head bowed in

State Police payroll head struggled with debt before alleged theft began

By John R. Ellement and Matt Rocheleau
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Denise Ezekiel, a former payroll director for the State Police who is alleged to have stolen
nearly $24,000 from the department, stood in court on Monday.
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court Monday as she pleaded not guilty to stealing $23,900 in public funds.

Denise M. Ezekiel, 49, was released without bail after her arraignment in Framingham District Court.

State Police say Ezekiel, of Holbrook, deposited $23,900 of state money into her personal account,

falsely claiming the 29 payments were reimbursements for travel and training expenses.

David Procopio, spokesman for State Police, said that investigators have reviewed overtime and

reimbursement records during her tenure, which began in 2013, and found no other misuse of state

funds.

“As part of our investigation into Ms. Ezekiel’s alleged theft, we audited overtime and reimbursement

pay she received throughout her entire career at MSP,’’ Procopio wrote in an e-mail. “We found no other

thefts or irregularities.”

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

After the hearing, she was escorted to a Jeep Cherokee by a plainclothes state trooper and rode off. She

is due back in court June 4.

Quincy District Court records

show Ezekiel faced significant

financial troubles shortly before

the alleged theft began in 2016.

In late 2014 and early 2015, a year

before the theft, Ezekiel was sued

three times by three credit card

companies, which claimed she
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State Police pay higher than reported, data
hidden for years
Records for Troop F, hidden from public view for

years, portray a lucrative, overtime-laden operation

that outpaces the compensation totals of troopers

working in other State Police divisions.

Read: More coverage of the State Police

owed them an estimated $23,000,

according to court records.

In March 2015, Ezekiel was

ordered to pay some $14,000 in

one case, and records show she

paid off the entire amount six

months later.

She settled another case for $2,336 that same month.

In the third case, Ezekiel agreed to pay $6,500 in 2014, but it was not clear from court records whether

she has paid that debt.

The company has not recently tried to recover money from her, records show.

Before joining the State Police in 2013, Ezekiel worked at the state Department of Revenue dating back

to 1987, records show. Ezekiel, a civilian supervisor, was paid $95,000 a year.

Officials at the Department of Revenue declined to comment Monday.
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The State Police investigation into Ezekiel, who last year oversaw a payroll of at least $290 million,

overlapped with probes into alleged pay fraud by troopers.

Procopio said last week that Ezekiel’s case had “no connection” to those other cases. He said

investigators audited the payroll department and have not discovered missing money by “anyone else in

that unit.”

The agency has been under fire for several other scandals — including other payroll blunders —

prompting additional investigations and criticism from lawmakers, some of whom have called for greater

oversight of the agency.

Although the criminal complaint against Ezekiel was filed March 6, it was not known publicly until

Wednesday, when MassLive reported that her name was on a list of suspended State Police employees.

Ezekiel had applied to receive pension benefits with the State Retirement Board just five days before the

criminal complaint was filed, records show.

Officials at the state retirement board said that unless someone has been convicted of a crime related to

their employment, retirement benefits are processed normally.

If there is such a conviction, the board can vote to revoke that person’s pension and move to recoup any

money beyond what the person paid into their pension over the course of their career.

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/18/state-police-payroll-head-under-investigation-for-allegedly-stealing-funds/FX4RnPW7ja7jvuCULE3omI/story.html


State Police payroll head struggled with debt before alleged theft began - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...te-police-payroll-head-struggled-with-debt-before-alleged-theft-began/neHcOtpcyyycroImjgIJBM/story.html[3/10/2019 3:08:58 PM]

Travis Andersen of the Globe staff contributed to this 

report. John R. Ellement can be reached at ellement@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter

@JREbosglobe. Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@

globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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A state trooper escorted Ezekiel into court.

mailto:ellement@globe.com
http://twitter.com/JREbosglobe
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2019/03/08/too-old-president-science-says-yes/oMgYxC6waKIIyKWuHciJCJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/mass-authorities-face-steep-hurdles-shutting-down-sex-trafficking/yFW40bBEEN9QtuIHaqTrmM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/drugs-took-their-children-but-not-their-hope-that-others-might-saved/42PBgLkAx3q5Db9Khno8wM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/04/the-backyard-mechanic-who-taking-tesla/Sv1l8q2sxpQvTFMp13VFwM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/09/six-things-know-about-michael-bennett-newest-patriot/8mYWggGXfiIDdtFfzMEWUN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/julia-ruth-stevens-babe-ruth-last-surviving-child-dies/6xkrTF96hvUqLSY5FR0mDK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/television/2019/03/10/snl-tackles-kelly-sex-assault-accusations-with-parody-cbs-interview-pete-davidson-monologue/QsXSDmioHCXH7IdAqBTfgO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/recycling-isn-enough/IAyiyINKYJ214ZFD5EwsDP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/09/patriots-could-diving-into-quarterback-market/WrQo4lp16aQ4WqulGp8yNO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2019/03/09/can-former-agent-succeed-running-mets/wi16xbAmLDpSGUHyK2J4hM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/bruins/2019/03/09/five-things-know-before-bruins-take-senators/uFPgI6zVHtoZMKnwl3xGlL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/shooting-leaves-loss-beyond-measure/UE3No9zErcR9uCexvEetlO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2019/02/14/blind-dates-behind-scenes-look-dinner-with-cupid-its-anniversary/jy8KnD313wN69FzEeor0DL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2018/01/09/the-movie-called-the-post-but-was-times-that-got-scoop-pentagon-papers/mJ6JDYXcHJdGPVouEVjqjO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2019/03/08/harvard-chief-highlights-value-risk/OvAiO1I7xXThHd1PFMJKPN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/travel/2014/08/02/years-ago-boston-welcomed-babe/JHgUcperl0qMXgioZGx4pL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/getting-tax-refund-here-are-some-smart-ways-spend-money/CvFVDPAiYaahHTRMqiAPbO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2019/03/09/child-shamima-begum-isis-teenager-trying-return-britain-dies-syria/GPOm11rQ2Po2pT5gCFtkyO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2018/05/15/there-disturbing-new-theory-about-what-happened-malaysia-airlines-flight/hufhfDEj7XWLeqz2a7U8QJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/movies/2013/04/27/daughter-recalls-mother-inspiring-role-story/P2nwXHrazU88l4NN54bF7K/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Shared
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/mass-authorities-face-steep-hurdles-shutting-down-sex-trafficking/yFW40bBEEN9QtuIHaqTrmM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/recycling-isn-enough/IAyiyINKYJ214ZFD5EwsDP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2019/03/09/first-lady-growing-ease-official-role-but-not-politics/SpggyEShycSBOw8Sd6k9bP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2019/03/09/sxsw-elizabeth-warren-defends-call-for-breaking-tech-giants/IOBWUxvHZJqCCxNh1isJgK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/09/new-orleans-saints-fans-need-get-grip/WvYXUOao2fSBdA5mxW8qIP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/umass-pursues-online-education-words-caution-from-across-country/6l4MfmbXQOWATc1KSwVMPJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/03/09/drugs-took-their-children-but-not-their-hope-that-others-might-saved/42PBgLkAx3q5Db9Khno8wM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2019/03/10/trump-will-seek-more-money-for-border-wall/8aBhZPXHzuHgV5eYOv5maP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2019/03/09/celtics/q7PA5rnRBfZkgCMRQ4fdXM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented


State Police payroll head struggled with debt before alleged theft began - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...te-police-payroll-head-struggled-with-debt-before-alleged-theft-began/neHcOtpcyyycroImjgIJBM/story.html[3/10/2019 3:08:58 PM]

Baseball News, Scores, Analysis, Schedules & More

Most Popular In Metro 
Subscribe Now
Digital Access

Home Delivery

Gift Subscriptions
My Account
Manage my Account

Mobile Customer Service

Sign Up For Newsletters
Contact
Help

FAQs

Globe newsroom

Advertise

Order back issues
Social
Facebook

Twitter

Google+
More
ePaper

News in Education

Archives

Privacy policy

Terms of service

Terms of purchase

Work at Boston Globe Media
© 2019 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2019/03/09/six-things-know-about-michael-bennett-newest-patriot/8mYWggGXfiIDdtFfzMEWUN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Commented
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B5759/?p1=BGFooter
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B3428/?p1=BGFooter
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/GiftTheGlobe/LandingPage.html
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs
https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter
https://customerservice.globe.com/hc/?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/Order/newspaper/Newspaper.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/archive-login.jsp
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers

	bostonglobe.com
	State Police payroll head struggled with debt before alleged theft began - The Boston Globe


	JvSW1qZ0lKQk0vc3RvcnkuaHRtbAA=: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 




