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The Boston Marathon has seen it all when it comes to weather conditions: driving wind and rain,

extreme heat, mist so heavy that TV coverage was limited.

Some Marathon observers might say 1905 was the worst year, when temperatures hit the 100-degree

mark. Others will tell you nothing beats 2007, when the race was almost canceled because of ice and

rain.

It’s a bit subjective to rank what type of weather is toughest — for some it’s the sweltering heat that’s a

deal-breaker, for others nothing is worse that snow squalls. Here’s a list of some of the most

unwelcoming conditions in the history of the race, as described by the BAA in a historical rundown listed

on its website.

Snow

1907: Traces of sleet
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1908: Snowflakes and drizzle

1925: Cold wind and occasional

snowflakes

1961: Snow squalls driven by
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Runners, spectators brave bone chilling
weather
As more racers arrived in Hopkinton, the rain and

wind started to pick up.

winds of 10-12 miles per hour;

recorded temperature was 39

degrees

1967: Snow squalls accompanied

the runners through the first five

miles

Driving rain

1970: Mix of rain and sleet; temperatures in the high 30s

2007: Rain; winds gusting 25–30 miles per hour; temperatures in the mid-40s

2015: Rain; winds gusting up to 15 miles per hour; temperatures in the mid-40s

Extreme heat or unseasonable warmth
1905: The temperature was reported to have reached the 100-degree mark

1909: The temperature soared to 97 degrees

1915: Reports of “intense heat”

1927: With the temperature reaching 84 degrees, a newly surfaced but uncured road melted under the

runners’ shoes

Read Story

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/16/runners-spectators-brave-bone-chilling-weather/h9sjse4I4Ill28B3MDOo7J/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/16/runners-spectators-brave-bone-chilling-weather/h9sjse4I4Ill28B3MDOo7J/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/16/runners-spectators-brave-bone-chilling-weather/h9sjse4I4Ill28B3MDOo7J/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/16/runners-spectators-brave-bone-chilling-weather/h9sjse4I4Ill28B3MDOo7J/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/16/runners-spectators-brave-bone-chilling-weather/h9sjse4I4Ill28B3MDOo7J/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/04/16/runners-spectators-brave-bone-chilling-weather/h9sjse4I4Ill28B3MDOo7J/story.html?p1=Article_Related_Box_Article
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CiX_c_F-FXO61CsiKMYz1sfABg5m1wFX1jPqF3QjAjbcBEAEgi9WxIGDJhu2IhKTsD6ABwsbvugPIAQKpApAPwueDAqk-4AIAqAMByAOZBKoE0AJP0EsBVSdT4MylRAqhViUq2QUWc1N7ptlkDKI7TNe59UhqlRiZdKKuQngKf9W2omunDCzzJ-PPsnGDwa4pvZr2eKaYT76CHPUHbMafuvY061mB65rV6zrCwjLrkhWDWQHrNGPJc2Dj3aJuBxds5Bv1hudliQ2V6nN4oarc6zmwlvkYZAtclWnK42c8ffHp0WsmTQomUUR7hunVzJYAGmBYMG6XDxf0eXAnKh8cY4q0fr1SuCXjCn8LfijkZxaTGIj4PciUkgIPRGjzKS2LG6pwbhAFI2SrBCSW8mxP3Y0UukJRip9fUY3HqPouzn9NrNU7sr0-Rjt0jFNXXL1P_95zY0pM8MgbshyqdSPk9US_DX3ApRb8tLZ-Oszgt4PcM9ZIaT_Vg6L4nLoRdQBnFU3gi5F6uB1pn3zYszyePdLEDCSNAKS92N8fnkFP4loj3gDgBAGgBgKAB6a5kEWoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeoBqgHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgBsQke1xKznX-TyYAKA9gTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo39oTsi3WW7WijFTpkfoY2A&sig=AOD64_0-hZgu7H7iKT3PDl10xLvXFUa0AQ&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=https://www.gowithroadwarrior.com
javascript:window.open(window.clickTag)


Is this the worst weather ever at the Boston Marathon? We took a look back at the most miserable years - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...eather-ever-boston-marathon-took-look-back-most-miserable-years/pfpqsGY3kuS0rwDw5afKyH/story.html[3/10/2019 3:05:54 PM]

1931: Reports of “terrific heat” that “spelled ruin to the hopes of countless ambitious runners”

1952: The temperature rose to the upper 80s, with a high of 88 degrees

1958: The temperature climbed to 84 degrees

1976: For much of the first half of the race, the temperature along the course was reported to be 96

degrees

1987: The temperature was in the mid/upper 80s and the humidity was more than 95 percent

2004: The hottest Marathon since 1976 (86 degrees at the finish) caused a record number of heat-

related illnesses

2012: The temperature reached 75 degrees by the start of the Women’s Elite field (9:30 a.m.), with a

high of 89 degrees reported in Framingham (10K mark) by mid-day

Other unusual weather conditions
1939: Runners at the start of the race in Hopkinton experienced dark skies caused by a partial eclipse of

the sun and a northeast storm

2002: A heavy mist severely reduced visibility, grounding helicopters, which resulted in limited televised

coverage of the race

2010: Eyjafjallajokull, a volcano in Southern Iceland, erupted in late March, and again on April 14,

interrupting European air travel for weeks. Hundreds of Boston Marathon entrants were unable to make

the trip and were granted the option of deferred entry into the 2011 Boston Marathon

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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