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If it feels a little colder than usual for March, that’s because it is. Boston hasn’t seen a cold snap like this in March in a quarter-

century.

If the National Weather Service’s forecast holds true for the rest of Tuesday (which is technically the first day of spring), the

average low temperature over the four-day stretch that began Saturday will be 19.5 degrees in Boston. That’s well below the

normal low the city sees at this time of year, which is about 32 degrees.

And it’s just over the mark hit in 1993, between March 17 and 20, when temperatures averaged 18.8 degrees.

It’s been 25 years since it’s been this cold this late in March

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  MARCH 19, 2018

Salute to Nurses

Everyday 
savin

 10

JESSICA RINALDI/GLOBE STAFF

A pedestrian on Clarendon Street bundled up against the cold earlier this year.

ADVERTISEMENT

10

https://www.bostonglobe.com/staff/rocheleaum
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo
https://nurses.bostonglobe.com/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CWiC7EV2FXPzTEIbszgX5hZWACenAwfFTvbG1u78IwZHhsvYPEAEgi9WxIGDJhu2IhKTsD6ABl4ve4QPIAQngAgCoAwGqBKICT9CKRa5c6g4rCu5avSq04cfZ9t5_sBKzd8nb5TjeR5aR0-oAg262ieAcDneH4bvcV_ODi5rgDcFKDgcaBysYmY1_nypQlsL2yovDkrPTM4dBsUXhZTjGC5Ppg0uvoTzgOjvOrVdm3bTd0cVLbIqr_yZoii0GAI9EPNymgltf4hwETdLeHo6EJEtyNnyPnMy1M4XaoSWuwwZg3Kw09VhVc_Dsr1dkdpM2fTAq7rpYcGpNQPZ0LwfCZnQbtK8Hod4E9EBUz9RThMW2eqlgUJPHQyAoeOYJTRV4SsF6tds72ikVclNqDXFaewJQ7Ev30_3_2YK_P4BDdOxyK7q68ZIJ1s1YRoYDtdiy13R1EsGbFm7Id0jAVsgOofNHpkjvW6M8E8fgBAH6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB5iP4zGoB47OG6gHqAaoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcAwAgB0ggHCIBhEAEYAYAKA9gTB4gUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRokAvuOXIEoIvA3LvoXzLWLg&sig=AOD64_0Rg_zr6r1vfFve6a1PElG6JFtngQ&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26%26ds_e_adid%3D325238968996%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.zoro.com/dewalt-hole-saw-kit-7-pc-d180004/i/G0907487/feature-product&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CWiC7EV2FXPzTEIbszgX5hZWACenAwfFTvbG1u78IwZHhsvYPEAEgi9WxIGDJhu2IhKTsD6ABl4ve4QPIAQngAgCoAwGqBKICT9CKRa5c6g4rCu5avSq04cfZ9t5_sBKzd8nb5TjeR5aR0-oAg262ieAcDneH4bvcV_ODi5rgDcFKDgcaBysYmY1_nypQlsL2yovDkrPTM4dBsUXhZTjGC5Ppg0uvoTzgOjvOrVdm3bTd0cVLbIqr_yZoii0GAI9EPNymgltf4hwETdLeHo6EJEtyNnyPnMy1M4XaoSWuwwZg3Kw09VhVc_Dsr1dkdpM2fTAq7rpYcGpNQPZ0LwfCZnQbtK8Hod4E9EBUz9RThMW2eqlgUJPHQyAoeOYJTRV4SsF6tds72ikVclNqDXFaewJQ7Ev30_3_2YK_P4BDdOxyK7q68ZIJ1s1YRoYDtdiy13R1EsGbFm7Id0jAVsgOofNHpkjvW6M8E8fgBAH6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB5iP4zGoB47OG6gHqAaoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcAwAgB0ggHCIBhEAEYAYAKA9gTB4gUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRokAvuOXIEoIvA3LvoXzLWLg&sig=AOD64_0Rg_zr6r1vfFve6a1PElG6JFtngQ&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26%26ds_e_adid%3D325238968996%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.zoro.com/dewalt-hole-saw-kit-7-pc-d180004/i/G0907487/feature-product&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_NnCEV2FXPzTEIbszgX5hZWACenAwfFTvbG1u78IwZHhsvYPEAEgi9WxIGDJhu2IhKTsD6ABl4ve4QPIAQngAgCoAwGqBKICT9CKRa5c6g4rCu5avSq04cfZ9t5_sBKzd8nb5TjeR5aR0-oAg262ieAcDneH4bvcV_ODi5rgDcFKDgcaBysYmY1_nypQlsL2yovDkrPTM4dBsUXhZTjGC5Ppg0uvoTzgOjvOrVdm3bTd0cVLbIqr_yZoii0GAI9EPNymgltf4hwETdLeHo6EJEtyNnyPnMy1M4XaoSWuwwZg3Kw09VhVc_Dsr1dkdpM2fTAq7rpYcGpNQPZ0LwfCZnQbtK8Hod4E9EBUz9RThMW2eqlgUJPHQyAoeOYJTRV4SsF6tds72ikVclNqDXFaewJQ7Ev30_3_2YK_P4BDdOxyK7q68ZIJ1s1YRoYDtdiy13R1EsGbFm7Id0jAVsgOofNHpkjvW6M8E8fgBAH6BQYIJRABGAGgBi6AB5iP4zGoB47OG6gHqAaoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcAwAgC0ggHCIBhEAEYAYAKA9gTB4gUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRokAvuOXIEoIvA3LvoXzLWLg&sig=AOD64_0uFv4rbTdyoTimrt_bBjOLxZkDpg&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26%26ds_e_adid%3D325238968996%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.zoro.com/revision-military-tactical-helmet-system-m-blk-7-rls-4-0525-5550/i/G0075684/feature-product&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CEbZ6EV2FXPzTEIbszgX5hZWACenAwfFTvbG1u78IwZHhsvYPEAEgi9WxIGDJhu2IhKTsD6ABl4ve4QPIAQngAgCoAwGqBKICT9CKRa5c6g4rCu5avSq04cfZ9t5_sBKzd8nb5TjeR5aR0-oAg262ieAcDneH4bvcV_ODi5rgDcFKDgcaBysYmY1_nypQlsL2yovDkrPTM4dBsUXhZTjGC5Ppg0uvoTzgOjvOrVdm3bTd0cVLbIqr_yZoii0GAI9EPNymgltf4hwETdLeHo6EJEtyNnyPnMy1M4XaoSWuwwZg3Kw09VhVc_Dsr1dkdpM2fTAq7rpYcGpNQPZ0LwfCZnQbtK8Hod4E9EBUz9RThMW2eqlgUJPHQyAoeOYJTRV4SsF6tds72ikVclNqDXFaewJQ7Ev30_3_2YK_P4BDdOxyK7q68ZIJ1s1YRoYDtdiy13R1EsGbFm7Id0jAVsgOofNHpkjvW6M8E8fgBAH6BQYIJRABGAKgBi6AB5iP4zGoB47OG6gHqAaoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcAwAgD0ggHCIBhEAEYAYAKA9gTB4gUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRokAvuOXIEoIvA3LvoXzLWLg&sig=AOD64_1WdQFh3mDcXDdPmxUKme1kYS43ag&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26%26ds_e_adid%3D325238968996%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.zoro.com/makita-cordless-wheelbarrow-bare-tool-xuc01x1/i/G3375747/feature-product&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CYBYwEV2FXPzTEIbszgX5hZWACenAwfFTvbG1u78IwZHhsvYPEAEgi9WxIGDJhu2IhKTsD6ABl4ve4QPIAQngAgCoAwGqBKICT9CKRa5c6g4rCu5avSq04cfZ9t5_sBKzd8nb5TjeR5aR0-oAg262ieAcDneH4bvcV_ODi5rgDcFKDgcaBysYmY1_nypQlsL2yovDkrPTM4dBsUXhZTjGC5Ppg0uvoTzgOjvOrVdm3bTd0cVLbIqr_yZoii0GAI9EPNymgltf4hwETdLeHo6EJEtyNnyPnMy1M4XaoSWuwwZg3Kw09VhVc_Dsr1dkdpM2fTAq7rpYcGpNQPZ0LwfCZnQbtK8Hod4E9EBUz9RThMW2eqlgUJPHQyAoeOYJTRV4SsF6tds72ikVclNqDXFaewJQ7Ev30_3_2YK_P4BDdOxyK7q68ZIJ1s1YRoYDtdiy13R1EsGbFm7Id0jAVsgOofNHpkjvW6M8E8fgBAH6BQYIJRABGAOgBi6AB5iP4zGoB47OG6gHqAaoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcAwAgE0ggHCIBhEAEYAYAKA9gTB4gUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRokAvuOXIEoIvA3LvoXzLWLg&sig=AOD64_0IJKhm8XWGHkPhoh4P--kfkh6VdA&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26%26ds_e_adid%3D325238968996%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.zoro.com/extreme-tools-inc-portable-workstation-41-black-pws4100txbk/i/G7187601/feature-product&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&t=It%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&t=It%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=It%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=It%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2018%2F03%2F19%2Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%2FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2018%2F03%2F19%2Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%2FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&title=It%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March&summary=The+current+cold+spell+seems+balmy+compared+with+the+coldest+four-day+stretches+recorded+in+Boston+that+began+on+March+17+or+later.+
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&title=It%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March&summary=The+current+cold+spell+seems+balmy+compared+with+the+coldest+four-day+stretches+recorded+in+Boston+that+began+on+March+17+or+later.+
javascript:print();
javascript:print();
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo_Sticky
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=It%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=It%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&tIt%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2018%252F03%252F19%252Fsure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march%252FKE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&tIt%E2%80%99s%20been%2025%20years%20since%20it%E2%80%99s%20been%20this%20cold%20this%20late%20in%20March
javascript:;
javascript:;


Sure, it’s freezing now, but it has been much colder in March - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/03/19/sure-freezing-now-but-has-been-much-colder-march/KE88Lq2p22qfEzt01Qds0H/story.html[3/10/2019 2:53:27 PM]

That year also happened to be the snowiest March on record for Boston, with 38.9 inches during the month.

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

But as chilly at March ‘93 seems, it was hardly the coldest spring-to-winter transition month on record. In fact, the current cold

spell seems balmy compared with the coldest four-day stretches recorded in Boston that began on March 17 or later, according to

weather service data that dates back to 1872.

Between March 18 and 21, 1885, for example, the average low was a bone chilling 8.5 degrees over a four-day stretch that

included low daily temperatures of 5 and 7 degrees. In the four days immediately following that frigid stretch, the average low

temperature was just 14.5 degrees.

In 1967, the average low was 11 degrees over the four days ending on March 20.

Late March of 1876 and 1916, each saw a four-day period in which the average low was about 12 degrees.

And in 15 other years, Boston endured four-day stretches that started on March 17 or later in which the average low temperature

was 19 degrees or lower.

So far this March, the city has received 21.9 inches of snow, tied for the sixth-highest amount on record.

But the month isn’t over yet, and there’s a potential for more snow later this week.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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Adoption was never a part of this nurse’s plan.
Then she met Gisele.
Liz Smith always thought she would have a traditional family, but when life didn’t go as
planned she made her own happy ending. More
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