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Forecasters are predicting that for the next week — from Wednesday through Tuesday, Jan. 2 —

temperatures in Boston won’t crack 20 degrees.

Only once before has the city endured seven straight days of such frigid temperatures.

It happened 100 years ago. For a seven-day stretch ending on Jan. 4, 1918, the mercury in Boston never

climbed above 20 degrees.

A cold snap like this has hit Boston only once before — a century ago

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  DECEMBER 27, 2017

Salute to Nurses

 116

ADVERTISEMENT

 Play

116

https://www.bostonglobe.com/staff/rocheleaum
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo
https://nurses.bostonglobe.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQQdJLkQCznUtfxa7qghyBIl0AEKR_Q_My9Asait0ImujbQd6Bk8CcSgYHXWvPXGOD6_WvrOydC0eRWDm9cpuxTOuDDCSO9FLQ9Bv1KqszGm43jw6G-t0J5yvwb5p9QXKybqK06KNItQPCjyCU7yGUZ5eBHgwTe1XWJZwtPZYlkdMehMzj6dB3QysSNaI9ZnQVaiuVY0FnwIwFHhCsyryj0IFhuTipXdYX4H0m6flQtayIOEY8Cfi_zLgmaFJep1MFh1D9w0D-8cvxWaz3juU4S-oZji_Fwj2ss0AhPitZyU2cSdVJxZNqEKvUMK9UBTHAofZw7O3IVkjCaqZ9sfYl4rXTStcR_UdyfEDyNfNxHpUv4RyVXkJPLTPpYJRBHkZZ7Upl7DHbKGt_4s8GArr9Nhs82A5vkEMkbNWUiBa9GeJ7AkzT3wxlBBbP7TJQBMDSxRnKV3wESs-P3NWyF55nT5eNnqKnK-pYnaMULrX4o_35kkbJGsA2dxho-JlmdCS_vFJIZfT5eScPdS5g75F6xyJQIMweuPXB83kBbY-5y_YAwtLKQxv_htHKkWIsSRcz8eM-vl5bfDhBVjEJTVbudocvCcDl2LpED94l57hT8HREMqUbUuaDhypGnsWtS7QyNqAY70EP7Vrhm5j59QknR5FxaUi79zs66ymGY7KN4yvkhd50jWOi0zlO0XTgudwT-DgSVQcM410wRmKdx0KVh4uWjrAbBX5YCh4Dk_8_u8_jQPhWot1zV-hSay45zqq7-HPjbzbmuKn6OeiiVyS7CTw7sjDp0V3k20_kggVUoyBpGTFUSosp5zsT-ZfrlXrDFrQ5RH65WLOjQmNiMveO-xg1QOapMxajQSacNi6gJObejqEW15sF2_gOQVB75AoWUZQFiLN-vj5XWN5y_voWl72SikYEp4kTuUg_l7s0suCJTxCs2hvZe-SWZVd7WxIbN7X4JUj5t4jIXA&sai=AMfl-YQa_TEhKtuc28J64NVZt3Ve4btev38X1ejTaXz2VwTtGY7oBrvM85t-3gKPqOvR488Ahv9bNFxSGqd6SBW-ybWLfN8JtFCz7ptQG-VbKBflVjrumEOJAo8HWwgdbrBYpUQ9W7UivEmhlEjvYUt4wVr_kbJra9ZeU6M5oAjQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG8bF9IxbtVV&urlfix=1&adurl=https://cloud.withgoogle.com/next/sf%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DFY19-Q2-americas-next-displaypaidsocial-er-gen_reg%26utm_content%3DPaid_DBM%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQQdJLkQCznUtfxa7qghyBIl0AEKR_Q_My9Asait0ImujbQd6Bk8CcSgYHXWvPXGOD6_WvrOydC0eRWDm9cpuxTOuDDCSO9FLQ9Bv1KqszGm43jw6G-t0J5yvwb5p9QXKybqK06KNItQPCjyCU7yGUZ5eBHgwTe1XWJZwtPZYlkdMehMzj6dB3QysSNaI9ZnQVaiuVY0FnwIwFHhCsyryj0IFhuTipXdYX4H0m6flQtayIOEY8Cfi_zLgmaFJep1MFh1D9w0D-8cvxWaz3juU4S-oZji_Fwj2ss0AhPitZyU2cSdVJxZNqEKvUMK9UBTHAofZw7O3IVkjCaqZ9sfYl4rXTStcR_UdyfEDyNfNxHpUv4RyVXkJPLTPpYJRBHkZZ7Upl7DHbKGt_4s8GArr9Nhs82A5vkEMkbNWUiBa9GeJ7AkzT3wxlBBbP7TJQBMDSxRnKV3wESs-P3NWyF55nT5eNnqKnK-pYnaMULrX4o_35kkbJGsA2dxho-JlmdCS_vFJIZfT5eScPdS5g75F6xyJQIMweuPXB83kBbY-5y_YAwtLKQxv_htHKkWIsSRcz8eM-vl5bfDhBVjEJTVbudocvCcDl2LpED94l57hT8HREMqUbUuaDhypGnsWtS7QyNqAY70EP7Vrhm5j59QknR5FxaUi79zs66ymGY7KN4yvkhd50jWOi0zlO0XTgudwT-DgSVQcM410wRmKdx0KVh4uWjrAbBX5YCh4Dk_8_u8_jQPhWot1zV-hSay45zqq7-HPjbzbmuKn6OeiiVyS7CTw7sjDp0V3k20_kggVUoyBpGTFUSosp5zsT-ZfrlXrDFrQ5RH65WLOjQmNiMveO-xg1QOapMxajQSacNi6gJObejqEW15sF2_gOQVB75AoWUZQFiLN-vj5XWN5y_voWl72SikYEp4kTuUg_l7s0suCJTxCs2hvZe-SWZVd7WxIbN7X4JUj5t4jIXA&sai=AMfl-YQa_TEhKtuc28J64NVZt3Ve4btev38X1ejTaXz2VwTtGY7oBrvM85t-3gKPqOvR488Ahv9bNFxSGqd6SBW-ybWLfN8JtFCz7ptQG-VbKBflVjrumEOJAo8HWwgdbrBYpUQ9W7UivEmhlEjvYUt4wVr_kbJra9ZeU6M5oAjQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG8bF9IxbtVV&urlfix=1&adurl=https://cloud.withgoogle.com/next/sf%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DFY19-Q2-americas-next-displaypaidsocial-er-gen_reg%26utm_content%3DPaid_DBM%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQQdJLkQCznUtfxa7qghyBIl0AEKR_Q_My9Asait0ImujbQd6Bk8CcSgYHXWvPXGOD6_WvrOydC0eRWDm9cpuxTOuDDCSO9FLQ9Bv1KqszGm43jw6G-t0J5yvwb5p9QXKybqK06KNItQPCjyCU7yGUZ5eBHgwTe1XWJZwtPZYlkdMehMzj6dB3QysSNaI9ZnQVaiuVY0FnwIwFHhCsyryj0IFhuTipXdYX4H0m6flQtayIOEY8Cfi_zLgmaFJep1MFh1D9w0D-8cvxWaz3juU4S-oZji_Fwj2ss0AhPitZyU2cSdVJxZNqEKvUMK9UBTHAofZw7O3IVkjCaqZ9sfYl4rXTStcR_UdyfEDyNfNxHpUv4RyVXkJPLTPpYJRBHkZZ7Upl7DHbKGt_4s8GArr9Nhs82A5vkEMkbNWUiBa9GeJ7AkzT3wxlBBbP7TJQBMDSxRnKV3wESs-P3NWyF55nT5eNnqKnK-pYnaMULrX4o_35kkbJGsA2dxho-JlmdCS_vFJIZfT5eScPdS5g75F6xyJQIMweuPXB83kBbY-5y_YAwtLKQxv_htHKkWIsSRcz8eM-vl5bfDhBVjEJTVbudocvCcDl2LpED94l57hT8HREMqUbUuaDhypGnsWtS7QyNqAY70EP7Vrhm5j59QknR5FxaUi79zs66ymGY7KN4yvkhd50jWOi0zlO0XTgudwT-DgSVQcM410wRmKdx0KVh4uWjrAbBX5YCh4Dk_8_u8_jQPhWot1zV-hSay45zqq7-HPjbzbmuKn6OeiiVyS7CTw7sjDp0V3k20_kggVUoyBpGTFUSosp5zsT-ZfrlXrDFrQ5RH65WLOjQmNiMveO-xg1QOapMxajQSacNi6gJObejqEW15sF2_gOQVB75AoWUZQFiLN-vj5XWN5y_voWl72SikYEp4kTuUg_l7s0suCJTxCs2hvZe-SWZVd7WxIbN7X4JUj5t4jIXA&sai=AMfl-YQa_TEhKtuc28J64NVZt3Ve4btev38X1ejTaXz2VwTtGY7oBrvM85t-3gKPqOvR488Ahv9bNFxSGqd6SBW-ybWLfN8JtFCz7ptQG-VbKBflVjrumEOJAo8HWwgdbrBYpUQ9W7UivEmhlEjvYUt4wVr_kbJra9ZeU6M5oAjQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG8bF9IxbtVV&urlfix=1&adurl=https://cloud.withgoogle.com/next/sf%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DFY19-Q2-americas-next-displaypaidsocial-er-gen_reg%26utm_content%3DPaid_DBM%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQQdJLkQCznUtfxa7qghyBIl0AEKR_Q_My9Asait0ImujbQd6Bk8CcSgYHXWvPXGOD6_WvrOydC0eRWDm9cpuxTOuDDCSO9FLQ9Bv1KqszGm43jw6G-t0J5yvwb5p9QXKybqK06KNItQPCjyCU7yGUZ5eBHgwTe1XWJZwtPZYlkdMehMzj6dB3QysSNaI9ZnQVaiuVY0FnwIwFHhCsyryj0IFhuTipXdYX4H0m6flQtayIOEY8Cfi_zLgmaFJep1MFh1D9w0D-8cvxWaz3juU4S-oZji_Fwj2ss0AhPitZyU2cSdVJxZNqEKvUMK9UBTHAofZw7O3IVkjCaqZ9sfYl4rXTStcR_UdyfEDyNfNxHpUv4RyVXkJPLTPpYJRBHkZZ7Upl7DHbKGt_4s8GArr9Nhs82A5vkEMkbNWUiBa9GeJ7AkzT3wxlBBbP7TJQBMDSxRnKV3wESs-P3NWyF55nT5eNnqKnK-pYnaMULrX4o_35kkbJGsA2dxho-JlmdCS_vFJIZfT5eScPdS5g75F6xyJQIMweuPXB83kBbY-5y_YAwtLKQxv_htHKkWIsSRcz8eM-vl5bfDhBVjEJTVbudocvCcDl2LpED94l57hT8HREMqUbUuaDhypGnsWtS7QyNqAY70EP7Vrhm5j59QknR5FxaUi79zs66ymGY7KN4yvkhd50jWOi0zlO0XTgudwT-DgSVQcM410wRmKdx0KVh4uWjrAbBX5YCh4Dk_8_u8_jQPhWot1zV-hSay45zqq7-HPjbzbmuKn6OeiiVyS7CTw7sjDp0V3k20_kggVUoyBpGTFUSosp5zsT-ZfrlXrDFrQ5RH65WLOjQmNiMveO-xg1QOapMxajQSacNi6gJObejqEW15sF2_gOQVB75AoWUZQFiLN-vj5XWN5y_voWl72SikYEp4kTuUg_l7s0suCJTxCs2hvZe-SWZVd7WxIbN7X4JUj5t4jIXA&sai=AMfl-YQa_TEhKtuc28J64NVZt3Ve4btev38X1ejTaXz2VwTtGY7oBrvM85t-3gKPqOvR488Ahv9bNFxSGqd6SBW-ybWLfN8JtFCz7ptQG-VbKBflVjrumEOJAo8HWwgdbrBYpUQ9W7UivEmhlEjvYUt4wVr_kbJra9ZeU6M5oAjQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG8bF9IxbtVV&urlfix=1&adurl=https://cloud.withgoogle.com/next/sf%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DFY19-Q2-americas-next-displaypaidsocial-er-gen_reg%26utm_content%3DPaid_DBM%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQQdJLkQCznUtfxa7qghyBIl0AEKR_Q_My9Asait0ImujbQd6Bk8CcSgYHXWvPXGOD6_WvrOydC0eRWDm9cpuxTOuDDCSO9FLQ9Bv1KqszGm43jw6G-t0J5yvwb5p9QXKybqK06KNItQPCjyCU7yGUZ5eBHgwTe1XWJZwtPZYlkdMehMzj6dB3QysSNaI9ZnQVaiuVY0FnwIwFHhCsyryj0IFhuTipXdYX4H0m6flQtayIOEY8Cfi_zLgmaFJep1MFh1D9w0D-8cvxWaz3juU4S-oZji_Fwj2ss0AhPitZyU2cSdVJxZNqEKvUMK9UBTHAofZw7O3IVkjCaqZ9sfYl4rXTStcR_UdyfEDyNfNxHpUv4RyVXkJPLTPpYJRBHkZZ7Upl7DHbKGt_4s8GArr9Nhs82A5vkEMkbNWUiBa9GeJ7AkzT3wxlBBbP7TJQBMDSxRnKV3wESs-P3NWyF55nT5eNnqKnK-pYnaMULrX4o_35kkbJGsA2dxho-JlmdCS_vFJIZfT5eScPdS5g75F6xyJQIMweuPXB83kBbY-5y_YAwtLKQxv_htHKkWIsSRcz8eM-vl5bfDhBVjEJTVbudocvCcDl2LpED94l57hT8HREMqUbUuaDhypGnsWtS7QyNqAY70EP7Vrhm5j59QknR5FxaUi79zs66ymGY7KN4yvkhd50jWOi0zlO0XTgudwT-DgSVQcM410wRmKdx0KVh4uWjrAbBX5YCh4Dk_8_u8_jQPhWot1zV-hSay45zqq7-HPjbzbmuKn6OeiiVyS7CTw7sjDp0V3k20_kggVUoyBpGTFUSosp5zsT-ZfrlXrDFrQ5RH65WLOjQmNiMveO-xg1QOapMxajQSacNi6gJObejqEW15sF2_gOQVB75AoWUZQFiLN-vj5XWN5y_voWl72SikYEp4kTuUg_l7s0suCJTxCs2hvZe-SWZVd7WxIbN7X4JUj5t4jIXA&sai=AMfl-YQa_TEhKtuc28J64NVZt3Ve4btev38X1ejTaXz2VwTtGY7oBrvM85t-3gKPqOvR488Ahv9bNFxSGqd6SBW-ybWLfN8JtFCz7ptQG-VbKBflVjrumEOJAo8HWwgdbrBYpUQ9W7UivEmhlEjvYUt4wVr_kbJra9ZeU6M5oAjQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG8bF9IxbtVV&urlfix=1&adurl=https://cloud.withgoogle.com/next/sf%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DFY19-Q2-americas-next-displaypaidsocial-er-gen_reg%26utm_content%3DPaid_DBM%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQQdJLkQCznUtfxa7qghyBIl0AEKR_Q_My9Asait0ImujbQd6Bk8CcSgYHXWvPXGOD6_WvrOydC0eRWDm9cpuxTOuDDCSO9FLQ9Bv1KqszGm43jw6G-t0J5yvwb5p9QXKybqK06KNItQPCjyCU7yGUZ5eBHgwTe1XWJZwtPZYlkdMehMzj6dB3QysSNaI9ZnQVaiuVY0FnwIwFHhCsyryj0IFhuTipXdYX4H0m6flQtayIOEY8Cfi_zLgmaFJep1MFh1D9w0D-8cvxWaz3juU4S-oZji_Fwj2ss0AhPitZyU2cSdVJxZNqEKvUMK9UBTHAofZw7O3IVkjCaqZ9sfYl4rXTStcR_UdyfEDyNfNxHpUv4RyVXkJPLTPpYJRBHkZZ7Upl7DHbKGt_4s8GArr9Nhs82A5vkEMkbNWUiBa9GeJ7AkzT3wxlBBbP7TJQBMDSxRnKV3wESs-P3NWyF55nT5eNnqKnK-pYnaMULrX4o_35kkbJGsA2dxho-JlmdCS_vFJIZfT5eScPdS5g75F6xyJQIMweuPXB83kBbY-5y_YAwtLKQxv_htHKkWIsSRcz8eM-vl5bfDhBVjEJTVbudocvCcDl2LpED94l57hT8HREMqUbUuaDhypGnsWtS7QyNqAY70EP7Vrhm5j59QknR5FxaUi79zs66ymGY7KN4yvkhd50jWOi0zlO0XTgudwT-DgSVQcM410wRmKdx0KVh4uWjrAbBX5YCh4Dk_8_u8_jQPhWot1zV-hSay45zqq7-HPjbzbmuKn6OeiiVyS7CTw7sjDp0V3k20_kggVUoyBpGTFUSosp5zsT-ZfrlXrDFrQ5RH65WLOjQmNiMveO-xg1QOapMxajQSacNi6gJObejqEW15sF2_gOQVB75AoWUZQFiLN-vj5XWN5y_voWl72SikYEp4kTuUg_l7s0suCJTxCs2hvZe-SWZVd7WxIbN7X4JUj5t4jIXA&sai=AMfl-YQa_TEhKtuc28J64NVZt3Ve4btev38X1ejTaXz2VwTtGY7oBrvM85t-3gKPqOvR488Ahv9bNFxSGqd6SBW-ybWLfN8JtFCz7ptQG-VbKBflVjrumEOJAo8HWwgdbrBYpUQ9W7UivEmhlEjvYUt4wVr_kbJra9ZeU6M5oAjQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG8bF9IxbtVV&urlfix=1&adurl=https://cloud.withgoogle.com/next/sf%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DFY19-Q2-americas-next-displaypaidsocial-er-gen_reg%26utm_content%3DPaid_DBM%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&t=A%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&t=A%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=A%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=A%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2017%2F12%2F27%2Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%2F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2017%2F12%2F27%2Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%2F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&title=A%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago&summary=Forecasters+are+predicting+that+for+the+next+week+%2526amp%253Bmdash%253B+from+today+through+Tuesday%252C+Jan.+2+%2526amp%253Bmdash%253B+temperatures+in+Boston+won%2526amp%253Brsquo%253Bt+crack+20+degrees.+
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25&title=A%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago&summary=Forecasters+are+predicting+that+for+the+next+week+%2526amp%253Bmdash%253B+from+today+through+Tuesday%252C+Jan.+2+%2526amp%253Bmdash%253B+temperatures+in+Boston+won%2526amp%253Brsquo%253Bt+crack+20+degrees.+
javascript:print();
javascript:print();
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo_Sticky
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=A%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=A%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&tA%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.bostonglobe.com%252Fmetro%252F2017%252F12%252F27%252Fcold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago%252F0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK%252Fstory.html%253Fevent%253Devent25%253Fevent%253Devent25&tA%20cold%20snap%20like%20this%20has%20hit%20Boston%20only%20once%20before%20%E2%80%94%20a%20century%20ago
javascript:;
javascript:;


A cold snap like this has hit Boston only once before — a century ago - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...27/cold-snap-like-this-has-only-hit-boston-once-before-century-ago/0buZxvcNmkYhN7ghClLuaK/story.html[3/10/2019 1:54:17 PM]

However, that century-old cold snap included more extreme low temperatures than what meteorologists

are expecting we’ll see in the coming days.

Get Metro Headlines in your inbox:
The 10 top local news stories from metro Boston and around New England delivered daily.

For a record five days in a row — from Dec. 29, 1917, through Jan. 2, 1918 — low temperatures in the

city were recorded below zero, including readings of -11 and -14.

Over the coming week, forecasts call for temperatures to only dip as low as zero in Boston (though in the

interior of the state it will plunge below zero).

The second longest streak of sub-20 weather was six days in late January 1888.

And in the Februaries of 1979 and 1899, and in late December 1872, the city shivered through five

straight days of below-20 temperatures.

Sign Up

Comparing two cold spells

LOW HIGH

The cold temperatures we are expecting this week are nothing compared with those
experienced by Boston residents in 1917. The comparison:
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Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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