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Uphams Corner library officials learned this week that pest control company workers had found a single

young, or nymph, bed bug in the building.
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For months prior to this week’s discovery of a bed bug at the Uphams Corner branch of the Boston

Public Library, staff there had reported getting what they believed were bug bites or bug bite-like

symptoms.

But until Wednesday afternoon, no evidence had been found of a culprit, despite repeated searches by

a third-party pest control company brought in to investigate, library officials said.

It’s still not entirely clear if the bug found this week is connected to the recent reports from staff.

ADVERTISEMENT

The Boston Public Library “has been extremely aggressive and diligent with investigating this matter

in response to staff reports,” Rosemary Lavery, a spokeswoman for the library system, said in an e-

mail Friday. “Health and safety of staff and patrons are the highest priorities.”

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

Sign Up

https://www.bostonglobe.com/staff/rocheleaum
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CaTQRj7z3WfLpCaf_zgXEjaSYDJH2rLVK7Nmius0EwI23ARABIIvVsSBgyYaAgMCk2A-gAZzt29MDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAObBKoEuQJP0AInIS0uBwWdRp7fQ4rgzH0_WEbfre-TU_1XB-R4syxGqohDV0QguPCZgmKWwJykMiZcIJjZsa7DeobDBsQLCMoLxN0Mh1lnO-i8vMWvmHUk7xhXW3EVRtGFp7pCbyMDuAsENnu2Zv-Q07xSTyDsSJeOz64iBOYZmx_6A8tXepsnQv9F35xgcT__8NNH34KFT6lB6N2SIKgq8hP35yROvKrGKegyzUUZvqMv4zEAUQXMcUVa-ElmSz5FP2mUl4bHF5iXQb91Csa8ZKba5Ntp0bVODuFcejTmZEOqcrl4Drr0rARc3nBh4D5cwYgipHtU-pqUwvvfZek_30-K5wLmPNMPbZCefBxJzLiKXJ-BIO-j1bIH3PFhNCO9WELusx0pYx7dLVSkVPZgrk_PQzSUkTmLmEqYdOTB4AQBoAYugAfMkqQsqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQmlVjOKlOZBkdgTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRorAMbUXS3_DogAuaZAC28xQ&sig=AOD64_0DD-KXyA4bXhxyu_qG-YG8SQm8LA&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://www.bedbugguide.com/simple-trick-exterminates-bed-bugs-overnight/%3Ft202id%3D1191%26t202kw%3Dbed%2520bug%2520service


Uphams Corner library staff reported bug bites for months prior to bed bug discovery - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...rner-library-staff-reported-bug-bites-for-months-prior-bed-bug-discovery/W5dsqhPug80UedMVD5Ok7H/story.html[10/30/2017 7:58:23 PM]

The library said in a statement that visitors to the facility “should not be alarmed as we do not believe

this poses any health risk to the public.”

The Uphams Corner branch library on Columbia Road closed temporarily starting late afternoon

Wednesday, soon after library officials learned that pest control company workers had found a single

young, or nymph, bed bug in the building’s first floor near the circulation desk, officials said.

The facility remains closed and is undergoing cleaning, pesticide treatment, and further examination,

among other measures, officials said.

They said they expect to reopen the location next week, but as of Friday afternoon they said they

weren’t sure when exactly that would happen.

ADVERTISEMENT

Officials said that since mid-July, several staff members at the library have reported possible bug

bites, prompting multiple visits by pest control companies. She said library officials were not aware of

any such reports being made by other visitors to the library.

Still officials said it’s virtually impossible to know if the bed bug found this week, or that type of bug

in general, was responsible for what staff had reported earlier. Officials noted the symptoms being

reported by staff were not consistent with the classic symptoms of bed bug exposure.

“It’s difficult to say for sure what is causing the symptoms in some staff members,” said an e-mail

from Melina Schuler, a spokeswoman for the library system. “We’re hopeful that the fumigation and

deep cleaning over the closure period will resolve any discomfort that staff members were having.”
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How’d the bed bug get there? It was “likely brought in from someone’s home,” Lavery said.

She said along with the work being done by pest control company Ecologic and cleaning by an outside

contractor and internal facilities staff, library officials are working with other experts from the Boston

Public Health Commission, the city’s Inspectional Services Department, and the state Department of

Public Health, which will review indoor air quality.

ADVERTISEMENT

Officials described closing the branch as more of a precautionary measure.

“Of note, Ecologic indicated we could reopen yesterday after their treatment,” Lavery wrote in her e-

mai. “However, BPL will be [taking more steps] to ensure the branch is in top shape when it reopens.’’

The library said in a statement on its website Thursday that it was taking the situation seriously.

“While a library is a challenging environment for a bed bug to mature and multiply, it’s critical to take

immediate measures to eradicate any nymphs,” the statement said.

Bed bugs feed on the blood of humans and sometimes other mammals and birds and are primarily

active at night — hours when libraries are normally closed and empty.

Bed bugs have not been shown to spread disease, but their bites can cause allergic reactions and

secondary skin infections, according to the US Environmental Protection Agency.

They can also take a toll on a person’s mental health. People living in infested homes have reported

anxiety, insomnia, and systemic reactions.
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Dear Scientist, is there hope I’ll one day live without the pain of sickle cell
disease?

Eradicating the insects can be difficult, and expensive.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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