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A lightning bolt illuminates the sky near Fenway Park in 2014. You are many times more likely to be hit by

lightning — or killed by a shark or hit by an asteroid — than win the Powerball jackpot.

These extremely rare things are more likely
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The odds of winning the Powerball jackpot are a staggering 1 in 292 million.

That’s about the same as flipping a coin and getting the same result (heads or tails) 28 times in a row,

according to the Associated Press.

Here’s of list of things that probably won’t happen to you, but are still more likely than winning

Powerball’s grand prize:

ADVERTISEMENT

■ The odds of dating a supermodel are about 1 in 88,000, according to Gregory Baer, author of “Life:

The Odds.”

■ The odds that the person you’re dating is a millionaire, 1 in 216, Baer wrote in the book.

■ The chances you’ll achieve sainthood, 1 in 20 million, according to Baer.

■ The likelihood of having conjoined twins is about 1 in 200,000, according to the University of

Maryland Medical Center.

■ The odds of being struck by lighting in your lifetime — provided you live for about 80 years — are 1

in 12,000, according to the National Weather Service.
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■ The odds of an amateur golfer hitting a hole in one on a par 3 hole are 1 in 12,500, according to the

National Hole in One Association, which has tracked data through the hole-in-one insurance and

prize insurance plans it offers.

■ The odds of two amateurs in the same foursome sinking a hole in one on the same par 3 hole are 1

in 26 million, according to the association.

■ The odds of being dealt a royal flush in poker are 1 in 649,740, according to a mathematician at

Central Washington University.

You’re also more likely to suffer some sort of unusual death. There’s quite a long list of strange ways

to perish that are more likely than winning the Powerball jackpot. Here are a few:

■ The odds of being killed by an asteroid impact? 1 in 74,817,414, according to The Economist

magazine.
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■ The likelihood of being killed in a shark attack is 1 in 8 million, according to a researcher at Tulane

University.

■ Death via legal execution? 1 in 127,717, according to the National Safety Council.

Thankfully, you’re more likely to win the Powerball jackpot than to be hit by a piece of satellite debris

that falls from space. The odds of such an unfortunate event are about 1 in 21 trillion, according to

NASA.

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele

Sign Up

More coverage of the Powerball jackpot
Lottery gets it wrong; jackpot was won in Chicopee, not Watertown

In Watertown, a big letdown instead of a big ticket

Lottery mistake joins the ranks of public flubs

Dorchester store clerk sells $1m lottery ticket - for the second time

OK, you just won $759 million. Now what?

Why Powerball jackpots are bigger than ever before

These extremely rare things are more likely to happen to you than winning the Powerball jackpot

Money doesn't buy long-term happiness, experts say

javascript:void(0);
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CJg2fR7T3WeeRD8__zgWxpZfQDqOMlOFNpuf6jKQGhbqAxc8IEAEgi9WxIGDJhoCAwKTYD6ABhOmBjQPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA5kEqgSyAk_QoNspF4E_cGoPiEsQblRpyiyubZZfRwA-Hc70qb0G_JnnlWnQVx25WSWkOcTi7PqqgWvMWaAQrzCBbB0fsfC2-mk97rVjIL2ji2cTZEL-dpALC69Gbn6tcghZlotpUHF2l9QlCP6trYpFSyj9TJ77R2dzAjep35cxPAjaRQLZ-gtPa9S2j6GLR0J0e5mb1JfDvoEr1Qd79U6Xf0iFFi6hVdwGkzb6ytbFkF0N4HYxiC-pzkCaweF12MhfExZtKp2P44zcVQQb3tzSQnfA4Twns7Lf8CWYWxysVHA6DoxvTdCd5MmZPjhDuz9sgwB8TtEq0PMg1_5zom2CrQ9DfdQlYScsjIGlYjl10sSyn-JxiA0yCDSL_Yvind2FarLbxwC7vT9y-j5jEB35AwmRV_I1CeAEAaAGAoAH5Jb-cqgHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYAbEJ3mZsOFoJ0ijYEwI&num=1&sig=AOD64_0dxqBLpiNxqBCe5Ubw3_1ZXjo23A&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://smarter-finance.online/g.php%3Fsubid%3Dmr3-mixed-300x250-%252Fworld%2520localities-www.bostonglobe.com
http://www.nsc.org/learn/safety-knowledge/Pages/injury-facts-chart.aspx
http://www.nsc.org/learn/safety-knowledge/Pages/injury-facts-chart.aspx
http://articles.latimes.com/2011/sep/24/nation/la-na-nasa-satellite-20110925
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/24/powerball-jackpot-won-single-massachusetts-ticket/pg9AyyG7Cl6bubZ3AIOS6I/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/24/big-letdown-watertown-where-turns-out-store-didn-sell-big-ticket/50bi3BLfTggQu8Aurf8BrK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2017/08/24/lottery-mistake-joins-ranks-public-flubs/3T7k4B3uFUZ7e6RGHZR3MP/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/24/good-luck-charm-dorchester-store-clerk-sells-lottery-ticket-for-second-time/lixR8PXVhQARxnxw1p0MvJ/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/24/you-just-won-million-now-what/33zn4hXvg2kldkAkjYPcAL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/24/why-powerball-jackpots-are-bigger-than-ever-before/TPqo2kPagfF6fLRhtQxNeO/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/24/these-extremely-rare-things-are-more-likely-happen-you-than-winning-powerball-jackpot/pq0VeHn5PpAWkJhRP310nK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/24/you-didn-win-powerball-don-worry-you-can-still-happy/NQSB7Zgm0niPtLlNqdrI1H/story.html


These extremely rare things are more likely to happen to you than winning the Powerball jackpot - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...y-rare-things-are-more-likely-happen-you-than-winning-powerball-jackpot/pq0VeHn5PpAWkJhRP310nK/story.html[10/30/2017 7:23:23 PM]

SPONSORED BY THE AD CLUB

The biggest names in local media share what they find most engaging today

 SHOW 3 COMMENTS

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

My Account

Manage my Account

Mobile Customer Service

Sign Up For Newsletters

Contact

Help

FAQs

Globe newsroom

Advertise

Social

What draws you past a headline? Industry leaders talk about the content that holds their

attention. MORE...

Most Commented Most Shared

Sarah Sanders starts press briefing with a lengthy story abo…

Former Channel 5 anchor Heather Unruh tweets about Kevi…

Is the George Papadopoulos case the real bombshell today?

Sizing up some possible Patriots trade targets

Big men with broken minds: The largely forgotten faces of t…

Netflix says it will end ‘House of Cards’

The huge significance of the Papadopoulos plea deal

Read the indictment against Paul Manafort

Former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort surrende…

House washed away by New Hampshire river

javascript:void(0);
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQyfvTIhE4uz6XPCHR40P2trhz2Y5u4H-uTiNVxjP504g1ftnsUvZbSaUVk7TQWGLikvzi9UfjU8T9ZdZ096EIrHoOMVE70xNJ8L3wXy_zGC05TjozWC5dw1I4nwCtOD8hNUQqGEX-BBtA9hdqx8Ay38TaQ4scWSoqSoE8jhR7cySNDvUe4Otcrt_5e0OKGgTCdR47dtkl2e4ERRqoEmq95XLoLtB19lyofRBy4ogD3KLddgW5w1gR8nSA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNZYrAOmAb0HEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/the-ad-club/what-stops-you-in-your-scroll/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQyfvTIhE4uz6XPCHR40P2trhz2Y5u4H-uTiNVxjP504g1ftnsUvZbSaUVk7TQWGLikvzi9UfjU8T9ZdZ096EIrHoOMVE70xNJ8L3wXy_zGC05TjozWC5dw1I4nwCtOD8hNUQqGEX-BBtA9hdqx8Ay38TaQ4scWSoqSoE8jhR7cySNDvUe4Otcrt_5e0OKGgTCdR47dtkl2e4ERRqoEmq95XLoLtB19lyofRBy4ogD3KLddgW5w1gR8nSA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNZYrAOmAb0HEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/the-ad-club/what-stops-you-in-your-scroll/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQyfvTIhE4uz6XPCHR40P2trhz2Y5u4H-uTiNVxjP504g1ftnsUvZbSaUVk7TQWGLikvzi9UfjU8T9ZdZ096EIrHoOMVE70xNJ8L3wXy_zGC05TjozWC5dw1I4nwCtOD8hNUQqGEX-BBtA9hdqx8Ay38TaQ4scWSoqSoE8jhR7cySNDvUe4Otcrt_5e0OKGgTCdR47dtkl2e4ERRqoEmq95XLoLtB19lyofRBy4ogD3KLddgW5w1gR8nSA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNZYrAOmAb0HEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/the-ad-club/what-stops-you-in-your-scroll/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs
https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQyfvTIhE4uz6XPCHR40P2trhz2Y5u4H-uTiNVxjP504g1ftnsUvZbSaUVk7TQWGLikvzi9UfjU8T9ZdZ096EIrHoOMVE70xNJ8L3wXy_zGC05TjozWC5dw1I4nwCtOD8hNUQqGEX-BBtA9hdqx8Ay38TaQ4scWSoqSoE8jhR7cySNDvUe4Otcrt_5e0OKGgTCdR47dtkl2e4ERRqoEmq95XLoLtB19lyofRBy4ogD3KLddgW5w1gR8nSA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNZYrAOmAb0HEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/the-ad-club/what-stops-you-in-your-scroll/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQyfvTIhE4uz6XPCHR40P2trhz2Y5u4H-uTiNVxjP504g1ftnsUvZbSaUVk7TQWGLikvzi9UfjU8T9ZdZ096EIrHoOMVE70xNJ8L3wXy_zGC05TjozWC5dw1I4nwCtOD8hNUQqGEX-BBtA9hdqx8Ay38TaQ4scWSoqSoE8jhR7cySNDvUe4Otcrt_5e0OKGgTCdR47dtkl2e4ERRqoEmq95XLoLtB19lyofRBy4ogD3KLddgW5w1gR8nSA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNZYrAOmAb0HEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/the-ad-club/what-stops-you-in-your-scroll/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQyfvTIhE4uz6XPCHR40P2trhz2Y5u4H-uTiNVxjP504g1ftnsUvZbSaUVk7TQWGLikvzi9UfjU8T9ZdZ096EIrHoOMVE70xNJ8L3wXy_zGC05TjozWC5dw1I4nwCtOD8hNUQqGEX-BBtA9hdqx8Ay38TaQ4scWSoqSoE8jhR7cySNDvUe4Otcrt_5e0OKGgTCdR47dtkl2e4ERRqoEmq95XLoLtB19lyofRBy4ogD3KLddgW5w1gR8nSA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNZYrAOmAb0HEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://sponsored.bostonglobe.com/the-ad-club/what-stops-you-in-your-scroll/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/10/30/sarah-sanders-starts-press-briefing-with-lengthy-story-about-reporters-drinking-bar/c6hq8rvPY5PFUxwBiQEv1H/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/names/2017/10/30/former-channel-anchor-heather-unruh-tweets-about-kevin-spacey-sexual-assault-allegations/WBk9up7F7UOlb7loJBAQaJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/names/2017/10/30/former-channel-anchor-heather-unruh-tweets-about-kevin-spacey-sexual-assault-allegations/WBk9up7F7UOlb7loJBAQaJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/10/30/papadopoulos-case-real-bombshell-today/a1VL7XnN2QNlhWipk1z2sN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/10/30/papadopoulos-case-real-bombshell-today/a1VL7XnN2QNlhWipk1z2sN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/10/30/sizing-some-possible-patriots-trade-targets/4OsETnAXYnGn9Az16jA0zL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/10/30/sizing-some-possible-patriots-trade-targets/4OsETnAXYnGn9Az16jA0zL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/10/29/cte/uDS1dj1CVuUzTDAsjosJ7J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/10/29/cte/uDS1dj1CVuUzTDAsjosJ7J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/television/2017/10/30/netflix-says-will-end-house-cards/yX4TviRcreE1yuZwfpks5O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/television/2017/10/30/netflix-says-will-end-house-cards/yX4TviRcreE1yuZwfpks5O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2017/10/30/the-huge-significance-papadopolous-plea-deal/23dgsaiaOTeekPLj3HluDN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2017/10/30/the-huge-significance-papadopolous-plea-deal/23dgsaiaOTeekPLj3HluDN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/10/30/read-indictment-against-paul-manafort/cmpR7hezua5LLuCgLS5rFP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/10/30/read-indictment-against-paul-manafort/cmpR7hezua5LLuCgLS5rFP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/10/30/former-trump-campaign-chairman-paul-manafort-told-surrender-federal-authorities-report-says/4e2pd3u3i7D4RQpQYFuJfP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/10/30/former-trump-campaign-chairman-paul-manafort-told-surrender-federal-authorities-report-says/4e2pd3u3i7D4RQpQYFuJfP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/10/30/house-washed-away-new-hampshire-river/2z9nl5sRBIHX9AQytx9DWP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/10/30/house-washed-away-new-hampshire-river/2z9nl5sRBIHX9AQytx9DWP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed


These extremely rare things are more likely to happen to you than winning the Powerball jackpot - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...y-rare-things-are-more-likely-happen-you-than-winning-powerball-jackpot/pq0VeHn5PpAWkJhRP310nK/story.html[10/30/2017 7:23:23 PM]

Facebook

Twitter

Google+

More

ePaper

News in Education

Archives

Privacy policy

Terms of service

Terms of purchase

Work at Boston Globe Media

© 2017 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers

	bostonglobe.com
	These extremely rare things are more likely to happen to you than winning the Powerball jackpot - The Boston Globe


	drSmhSUDMxMG5LL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwA: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 




