
Councilors want Boston to adopt same-day voter registration — with or without the rest of Mass. - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...uncilors-want-boston-adopt-same-day-voter-registration-with-without-rest-mass/99sxID0bc1siikpC4nyC2J/story.html[10/30/2017 7:18:30 PM]

     4 

JONATHAN WIGGS/GLOBE STAFF/FILE 2014

City Counclor Josh Zakim on Boston allowing same-day registration at the polls: “I don’t see how there could

be much significant cost to this.”

Boston wants to explore options for same-
day voter registration
Changes would need a home-rule petition
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By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  AUGUST 22, 2017

Boston city councilors want to explore ways to make it easier for residents to vote, including allowing

them to register on Election Day, as other states have done. .

Following a court decision last month, Massachusetts is under pressure to eliminate its requirement

for residents to be registered 20 days ahead of time. The state is appealing.

But Josh Zakim and many of his council colleagues wonder whether Boston can make such moves on

its own sooner than, and regardless of what, the courts decide at the statewide level.

ADVERTISEMENT

“Voting is our most fundamental right,” Zakim said. “We should be making it as easy as possible for

those that have the right to vote to exercise that right.”
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decades, can bolster democracy by motivating voters to go to the polls.

Some Massachusetts officials have voiced concerns about the financial costs of such a change,

pointing to staffing and technology needs. But election officials in other states, including Connecticut

and Vermont, have said they pulled it off without allocating significantly more resources, and experts

say it can decrease certain election-related spending.

“There’s nothing more important than the right to vote,” Zakim said. “I certainly want to make sure

we provide the proper resources. But I don’t see how there could be much significant cost to this.”

He said any voting-related changes in Boston would require a home-rule petition, meaning it would

need approval from not only the council and the mayor, but also the state Legislature and the

governor.

ADVERTISEMENT

Councilor Tito Jackson said that even if same-day registration increases costs for the city, it would be

money well spent.

“Yes, there is a price tag to democracy, but it’s absolutely worth it,” said Jackson, who is running for

mayor.

Jackson said that when he was in college in New Hampshire he registered and voted on Election Day,

thanks to that state’s same-day registration policy.

In Boston, “with a city that has so many college students and people who move here, it’s important

that their voices are heard, as well,” he said.
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Zakim said he wants to explore having the city automatically register residents to vote when they

complete other routine municipal transactions, such as registering for Boston Public Schools or for a

parking permit. The current setup requires residents to actively opt-in to register to vote, he said.

ADVERTISEMENT

Zakim recently filed an order, backed by 11 of the 13 councilors, to hold a hearing on this issue. He

said he expects the council’s Special Committee on Civil Rights, which he chairs, will schedule the

hearing for early fall.

The order calls for inviting officials from key groups,

including the city’s Elections Department and MassVOTE,

a nonprofit that registers people to vote and is one of three

organizations suing the state over its 20-day registration

deadline.

City Hall spokeswoman Nicole Caravella said Mayor

Martin J. Walsh “supports improving access to the ballot

box, and he looks forward to reviewing the specifics of this

proposal.”

Zakim said that in other parts of the country some officials are attempting to make it harder for

people to vote.

He added, “We’re still way behind a lot of other states” in terms of making it as easy as possible to

vote. “But, we still have a chance to be a leader in this.”

‘There’s nothing more

important than the right to

vote’

Josh Zakim, Boston city councilor 
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Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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House washed away by New Hampshire river after storm

Storm blasts state, leaving nearly 300,000 without power

Here’s where all that wind is coming from

MORE...

People along the river bank watched in astonishment as a house in Warren, N.H., was carried away

by a choppy river before smashing into a nearby bridge. 

MORE...

Buffeting winds and curtains of rain toppled trees early Monday morning, turning streets into

rushing waterways and cut power to thousands. 

MORE...

We went from almost no wind on Sunday morning to gusts of near 70 miles per hour early Monday

in some places. 
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10 percent revived by Narcan in Mass. died within year, study says

William Lantigua is attempting a comeback in Lawrence — and it might work

Damage from overnight storm was widespread

Indonesians threatened with deportation after years living in New Hampshire

Women describe climate of harassment at Mass. State House

She brought magic to Salem. She has mixed feelings about it

Who are Paul Manafort, Rick Gates, and George Papadopoulos?

Are the days of free residential parking in Boston numbered?

MORE...

The research provides stark evidence that merely reversing overdoses will not curb the opioid crisis.

MORE...

It’s been four years since former Mayor Willie Lantigua lost his seat. Now, he has returned from

political exile — and he is very much in the race. 

MORE...

Photos shared at daybreak showed the damage left after a storm swept through the New England

area. 

MORE...“Please, President Trump, please. . . Don’t send me home. I have family here.”

MORE...

A dozen women who have worked in and around the State House over the past two decades

described a climate of harassment and sexual misconduct. 

MORE...

The chaos that is Salem at Halloween all began 47 years ago with a witch, a black cat, and a call to

the local newspaper.

MORE...

Two men who worked on President Donald Trump’s campaign were indicted Monday and a third

pleaded guilty to lying to federal agents. 

MORE...A key city councilor wants to at least talk about it.
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Boston is one of the best big cities in the US, according to Conde Nast Traveler
readers

New MBTA chief urges board to hold off on plan for late-night service

Chemical fire in truck causes lane closures on I-495 in Andover

Here are the best places to go trick-or-treating in Boston, according to the city

Nearly 1.5 million across New England were without power following storm

Want to render hate speech powerless? Ignore it

Mass. Senate passes sweeping criminal justice bill after emotional debate

What you’re seeing on the ground during the storm

MORE...

Boston’s art, sports, food, and historic sites make it one of the best big cities in America, say Conde

Nast Traveler readers.

MORE...

Luis Ramirez asked the board to wait on approving buses that would run past the end of regular

service.

MORE...

All three northbound lanes on I-495 remained closed as of about 3:15 p.m., and the closures could

continue for several more hours. 

MORE...

For those without a tangible plan, fear not: Boston has released a list of the best places and times for

some candy-grabbing fun. 

MORE...Some utility companies warned customers that power could be out for a few days. 

MORE...

A rightwing rally that is planned on Boston Common next month is a great chance to pay no

attention. 

MORE...

The bill aims to reduce the number of people ensnared in the thicket of the criminal justice system

and ease the tough-on-crime approach of decades past. Prosecutors are crying foul.
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