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Michelle Carter receives 15 months in jail;
will remain free pending appeal

By Jan Ransom and Travis Andersen

GLOBE STAFF  AUGUST 03,  2017

TAUNTON — Michelle Carter was sentenced Thursday to 15 months in jail for pressuring 18-year-

old Conrad Roy III into taking his own life, but she was allowed to remain free during the appeal of

her conviction in the suicide-by-text case.
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In a tense, emotional scene, Judge Lawrence Moniz sentenced Carter, 20, to serve time behind bars,

despite her lawyer’s plea for probation. But the judge stayed Carter’s sentence until the appeal of her

involuntary manslaughter conviction is resolved.

“This court must . . . balance between rehabilitation, the

promise that rehabilitation would work, and a punishment

for the actions that have occurred,” Moniz said.

Prosecutors sought a sentence of seven to 12 years. Roy’s

relatives expressed shock at the verdict and some left the

courtroom in tears.
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The controversial case, which drew national attention, focused on the text messages Carter sent Roy

in the days and moments before his death in July 2014, urging him to kill himself by any means.
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Read the Carter case texts
Text messages released in the case show

Michelle Carter becoming increasingly

aggressive in pressuring Conrad Roy III to

commit suicide.

 Michelle Carter found guilty in

texting suicide case

 Kevin Cullen: Three little words

sunk Michelle Carter

From 30 miles away, Carter had ordered him back into a truck that was filling fast with carbon

monoxide in a Fairhaven parking lot. Then she listened on her phone as he choked to death on the

fumes.

Moniz said he did not believe Carter’s young age at the time of the offense, or her own mental health

issues, contributed to her crime.

“I am satisfied that she is mindful of the actions for which

she now stands convicted,” Moniz said.

The sentence was the latest turn in a wrenching legal saga

involving two deeply troubled teenagers whose conflicted

relationship was carried out almost entirely online, raising

difficult questions of criminal responsibility.

In June, Carter was convicted of involuntary manslaughter

in the case, which focused on whether words should make

someone criminally responsible for another person’s actions. She was 17 when she urged Roy, of

Mattapoisett, in a series of bizarre, chilling messages and phone conversations, to end his life, even

after he told her he was too scared to go through with it.
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In a series of victim impact statements, Roy’s relatives fought back tears as they described the depth

of their loss.

“I cannot begin to describe the despair I feel over the loss of my son,” said Roy’s father, Conrad Roy

Jr. “I am heartbroken.”

He said Carter, who appeared distraught as she listened from the defense table, “exploited my son’s

weaknesses” and had not shown any remorse.

“How could Michelle Carter behave so viciously and encourage my son to end his life?” he asked.

“Where was her humanity? In what world was this behavior OK and acceptable?”

Roy’s sister, Camdyn, said she will forever be haunted by her brother’s death.

“Not a day goes by without him being my first thought waking up, and my last thought going to bed,”

she said. “I know that he loved me more than any big brother ever could.”

Prosecutors also read a statement from Roy’s mother, Lynn, who wrote that Carter inflicted “so

much pain on myself, his dad, his sisters, and all who loved him deeply.”

Bristol County prosecutor Maryclare Flynn wanted a much stiffer sentence.

Carter “ended [Roy’s] life to better her own,” by garnering sympathy as a grieving girlfriend, she said.

Carter’s lawyer, Joseph P. Cataldo, asked that she be sentenced to five years of supervised probation

with counseling. He noted that his client has a lengthy history of mental health issues, including

depression and eating disorders.

“Miss Carter has to live with the consequences of this for the rest of her life,” Cataldo said.

The defense will appeal the verdict on the grounds that “Massachusetts does not have an assisted

suicide or encouragement of suicide law in place and it’s violative of the first amendment,” Cataldo

said.

“It’s a tragedy,” he said. “It is not, however, a crime.”

The case sparked debate among legal specialists, who noted there is nothing under Massachusetts
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law that explicitly forbids someone from encouraging someone else to commit suicide. Cataldo had

argued Roy was troubled and intent on committing suicide and had tried multiple times.

Her appeal is likely to take years before it is settled, legal specialists said.

“It’s not that anyone is dragging their feet, but these things take time, and it’s important — everyone

wants to make sure they get it right,” said Suffolk University law professor Rosanna Cavallaro.

Experts said the judge’s reasoning for staying Carter’s sentence was likely influenced by the length of

the sentence he imposed.

“The judge was afraid that by the time the case went through the appeals process, she would have

already served her sentence,” said Peter Elikann, former chair of the Massachusetts Bar Association’s

Criminal Justice Section. “If she were to win her appeal, she might have already served all of her time

in jail.”

The judge’s order prohibited Carter from profiting from the trial or the crime.

The Roy family and prosecutors expressed disappointment.

“If it was a 2½-year sentence in cuffs today, it might have made us feel better,” said Jimmy Brodeur,

Roy’s aunt’s fiance. “For the family it hasn’t ended. We thought maybe there would be some kind of

closure today, but it’s just going to get dragged on and dragged on.”

Prosecutors also voiced dismay over the sentence.

Carter “undertook a systematic campaign of coercion and targeted an equivocating young man’s

insecurities and fears and acted to subvert his willpower in favor of her own,” Flynn said after the

sentencing.

Carter was shockingly blunt as she implored Roy to end his life, writing to him in one text exchange

days before his suicide: “I still don’t think you want to do this so you’ll have to prove me wrong . . .

hang yourself, jump off a building, stab yourself. I don’t know. There’s lots of ways.”

In a Facebook message Carter wrote shortly after Roy’s death, she described Roy as “the bright light

and love of my life, my hero, my best friend, the most genuine and perfect boyfriend any girl could
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ask for.”

No one “will ever understand our love story,” she said. But she knew “how it was supposed to end, he

did too.”

“We were endgame,” she wrote.

Michelle Carter found guilty in texting suicide case

Matt Rocheleau of the Globe staff contributed to this report. Travis Andersen can be reached at

travis.andersen@globe.com. Jan Ransom can be reached at jan.ransom @globe.com.
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Storms could bring hail and severe winds

Trump proposal relies on claims by religious researchers

Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

The majority of Harvard’s incoming class is nonwhite

VA Secretary ousts third official at troubled N.H. hospital

Teamster in Top Chef trial could get jail time for posting on Facebook during
trial

In a Malden classroom, a lesson on immigration

MORE...

Damaging winds, quarter-size hail, and even a tornado are possibilities in Massachusetts today.

MORE...

A proposal by President Trump’s administration would undo the Affordable Care Act’s five-year-old

mandate for birth control coverage.

MORE...

“It’s a huge loss,” said Harvey Leonard. “It’s truly like losing a brother, that’s what I considered him

to be.” 

MORE...

Harvard’s push to broaden diversity comes as the Trump administration turns its focus on

affirmative action policies.

MORE...

VA Secretary David Shulkin said he was responding to allegations of dangerously substandard care

made by medical staff in a Boston Globe report last month.

MORE...

Daniel Redmond, one of four Teamsters on trial, posted an article on the Facebook page, “Support

the Teamster 4,” violating a court order to not speak publicly about the case. 

MORE...Many economists say drastically cutting immigration hurts the economy for everyone. 
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In Michelle Carter’s hometown, opinions vary on justice of her sentence

Police disperse hundreds of youths in the North End

Thousands of cyclists take off in first day of the 38th Pan-Mass Challenge

State agrees with Trump administration to delay long-awaited water pollution
rules

Fire damages venerable Union Oyster House

He thought he was dying, but highway chief paved his own road to salvation

Lawbreakers or just really lucky? Mass. has more repeat lottery winners than
any other state

MORE...

Residents who spoke to the Globe were split on whether Carter, now 20, received an appropriate

sentence for urging Conrad Roy III to kill himself.

MORE...

State Police spokesman David Procopio said Boston police requested Massachusetts State Police assistance with

dispersing between 500 and 1,000 youths.

MORE...

More than 5,300 cyclists took off Saturday morning in the 2017 Pan-Mass Challenge, raising money

for patient care and cancer research. 

MORE...

A landmark plan to curb pollution in lakes, rivers, and streams throughout Massachusetts has been

delayed for at least another year.

MORE...

The historic restaurant was evacuated Thursday, forcing dozens of patrons and workers out into the

street on a busy summer night. 

MORE...

Tom Tinlin needed a lot of things to go his way when a blood vessel in his brain burst in April.

Fittingly, one of them was traffic.

MORE...

Some people redeem so many winning tickets that they raise questions about the integrity and

oversight of the $5 billion state lottery.
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Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

Michelle Carter receives 15 months in jail; will remain free pending appeal

Read the texts Michelle Carter exchanged with Conrad Roy before his suicide

A cross-country bicycle trip of a lifetime — delayed 40 years

Three men overdosed before crash, Chelsea police say

Jamie McCourt to be nominated as ambassador to France

MORE...

A judge sentenced Michelle Carter to two and a half years, with 15 months to serve and 15 months

probation, for goading her boyfriend to kill himself in a high-profile texting suicide case. However,

he allowed Carter to remain free while awaiting appeal.

MORE...

Prosecutors say the texts show Michelle Carter brainstorming with Conrad Henri Roy over the best

way for him to kill himself.

MORE...

John Sweeney averaged 65 miles a day, mostly along Route 20, a 3,365-mile ribbon of asphalt that

is the longest road in the United States.

MORE...Three Chelsea police officers were taken the hospital for treatment of possible fentanyl exposure.

MORE...

McCourt previously served as president and chief executive of the Los Angeles Dodgers and is the

ex-wife of former Boston developer Frank McCourt.
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