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A water cooler in a classroom at the Mary Curley K-8 school in Jamaica Plain.

Some Boston school water fountains get
special filters after lead concerns

By Matt Rocheleau
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Boston Public School officials say drinking fountains that had been shut down because of concerns

about high lead levels have been reactivated at four school buildings, after the installation of special

filters.

The fountains have passed at least three consecutive rounds of testing for both lead and copper, they

said.

The early success of the filter rollout is a welcome sign as

the district seeks to address lead concerns at dozens of

school buildings. It might also serve as a model for other

schools, including hundreds statewide, that are working to

remove lead and copper from drinking water sources.

Previous efforts to fix drinking fountains at six Boston

school buildings by repairing and upgrading plumbing

failed when tests on some of them showed high lead levels

after the work was finished.

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

The buildings where filters were installed were: Josiah Quincy Elementary in Chinatown; Sarah

Greenwood K-8 in Dorchester; Eliot K-8 Upper in the North End; and Another Course to College in

Hyde Park.

Officials said filters are being installed at Boston Green Academy in Brighton and Boston Latin

School in the Fenway, and plans call for them to be added at more schools in the coming months. The

number will depend on how additional testing goes and on budget factors.
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“BPS believes that the availability of free, safe water for all students and staff is integral to the

district’s mission of supporting healthy habits,” BPS spokesman Daniel O’Brien said in a statement.

The district expects to spend about $41,000 this fiscal year

on new filters and fountain systems with filters. The cost

can range from $1,000 to $5,000 per fountain.

Most city schools have used bottled water for drinking for

nearly three decades, after testing in the 1980s found high

lead levels.

As of mid-May, only 28 of more than 130 school buildings

citywide had fountains in use, officials said.

Boston officials’ long-term goal is to restore drinking fountains for use at all schools citywide by 2025,

if not sooner.

Testing last spring and summer, performed in the wake of the water crisis in Flint, Mich., turned up

lead levels above regulatory standards at several schools where fountains were in use, prompting the

district to shut down fountains and supply bottled water instead.

At four Boston schools where repairs failed, children might have drunk water tainted with lead after

the fountains were mistakenly turned on before water testing was complete. That error prompted the

school department to place two facilities employees on administrative leave.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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Storms could bring hail and severe winds

Trump proposal relies on claims by religious researchers

Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

The majority of Harvard’s incoming class is nonwhite

VA Secretary ousts third official at troubled N.H. hospital

Teamster in Top Chef trial could get jail time for posting on Facebook during
trial

In a Malden classroom, a lesson on immigration

In Michelle Carter’s hometown, opinions vary on justice of her sentence

MORE...

Damaging winds, quarter-size hail, and even a tornado are possibilities in Massachusetts today.

MORE...

A proposal by President Trump’s administration would undo the Affordable Care Act’s five-year-old

mandate for birth control coverage.

MORE...

“It’s a huge loss,” said Harvey Leonard. “It’s truly like losing a brother, that’s what I considered him

to be.” 

MORE...

Harvard’s push to broaden diversity comes as the Trump administration turns its focus on

affirmative action policies.

MORE...

VA Secretary David Shulkin said he was responding to allegations of dangerously substandard care

made by medical staff in a Boston Globe report last month.

MORE...

Daniel Redmond, one of four Teamsters on trial, posted an article on the Facebook page, “Support

the Teamster 4,” violating a court order to not speak publicly about the case. 

MORE...Many economists say drastically cutting immigration hurts the economy for everyone. 
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Police disperse hundreds of youths in the North End

Thousands of cyclists take off in first day of the 38th Pan-Mass Challenge

State agrees with Trump administration to delay long-awaited water pollution
rules

Fire damages venerable Union Oyster House

He thought he was dying, but highway chief paved his own road to salvation

Lawbreakers or just really lucky? Mass. has more repeat lottery winners than
any other state

MORE...

Residents who spoke to the Globe were split on whether Carter, now 20, received an appropriate

sentence for urging Conrad Roy III to kill himself.

MORE...

State Police spokesman David Procopio said Boston police requested Massachusetts State Police assistance with

dispersing between 500 and 1,000 youths.

MORE...

More than 5,300 cyclists took off Saturday morning in the 2017 Pan-Mass Challenge, raising money

for patient care and cancer research. 

MORE...

A landmark plan to curb pollution in lakes, rivers, and streams throughout Massachusetts has been

delayed for at least another year.

MORE...

The historic restaurant was evacuated Thursday, forcing dozens of patrons and workers out into the

street on a busy summer night. 

MORE...

Tom Tinlin needed a lot of things to go his way when a blood vessel in his brain burst in April.

Fittingly, one of them was traffic.

MORE...

Some people redeem so many winning tickets that they raise questions about the integrity and

oversight of the $5 billion state lottery.
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