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Boston Police Department Commisioner William B. Evans.

Evans refutes serial killer theory for bodies
found in waterways

By Travis Andersen
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Boston police Commissioner William B. Evans said Tuesday that alcohol is often the main factor

when bodies of young men turn up in city waterways -- not a serial killer.

“There’s no sinister plot out there,” Evans said during his monthly appearance on “Boston Public

Radio” on WGBH. “There’s no one out there killing these kids.”

Evans said in many cases, police watch video surveillance

that tracks young men from the time they leave a bar or

club to the moment they enter the Charles River, or

another body of water.

“Sometimes, I think the kids are drinking too much, and

we have to do a better job of watching their safety when

they leave these establishments,” Evans said. “ ... We’re

trying to work with the clubs to make sure they’re not over-

serving.”

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

Evans said his “heart goes out” to families who have lost loved ones in this manner and stressed that

friends must watch each other when they go out.

“Friends gotta be good friends and not let their friends wander when they’re in that type of shape,”

Evans said.

He spoke to WGBH days after the body of Michael Doherty, 20, was found in woods in Franklin near

Interstate 495, bringing a tragic end to a nearly weeklong search for the Duke University student after

he left a party in that town around 1:30 a.m. on May 14 and never returned home. Foul play is not

suspected in his death.
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In Boston in April, police pulled the body of 23-year-old

Michael Kelleher out of the Charles, more than two weeks

after he disappeared when he left a Celtics game at TD

Garden.

In February 2016, 22-year-old Zachary Marr went missing

while celebrating his birthday at a Boston bar. Authorities

said they found surveillance footage that appeared to show

him entering the Charles nearby. More than four weeks

after his disappearance, police pulled his body from the

water there.

Between 2009 and March 2016, authorities searching Boston area waterways recovered the bodies of

at least 11 people, mostly young men, who had previously been reported missing, in many cases for

days.

Other US cities have had similar incidents, and authorities have said the vast majority of the deaths

were accidents or suicides. Often, drugs or alcohol were involved. In some instances, weather

conditions were bad.

The seemingly high number of cases, coupled with their apparent similarities, has prompted curiosity

over the years, and even speculation that the deaths may somehow be connected and the work of a

serial killer or killers.

But law enforcement officials working the cases have found no connection between them and have

noted that the number of people rescued after falling or jumping into waterways was significantly

higher than the number of such cases that resulted in death.

Matt Rocheleau of the Globe Staff and Globe Correspondent Jeremy C. Fox contributed to this report. Travis

Andersen can be reached at travis.andersen@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @TAGlobe.
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Storms could bring hail and severe winds

Trump proposal relies on claims by religious researchers

Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

The majority of Harvard’s incoming class is nonwhite

In Michelle Carter’s hometown, opinions vary on justice of her sentence

Teamster in Top Chef trial could get jail time for posting on Facebook during
trial

VA Secretary ousts third official at troubled N.H. hospital

MORE...

Damaging winds, quarter-size hail, and even a tornado are possibilities in Massachusetts today.

MORE...

A proposal by President Trump’s administration would undo the Affordable Care Act’s five-year-old

mandate for birth control coverage.

MORE...

“It’s a huge loss,” said Harvey Leonard. “It’s truly like losing a brother, that’s what I considered him

to be.” 

MORE...

Harvard’s push to broaden diversity comes as the Trump administration turns its focus on

affirmative action policies.

MORE...

Residents who spoke to the Globe were split on whether Carter, now 20, received an appropriate

sentence for urging Conrad Roy III to kill himself.

MORE...

Daniel Redmond, one of four Teamsters on trial, posted an article on the Facebook page, “Support

the Teamster 4,” violating a court order to not speak publicly about the case. 
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In a Malden classroom, a lesson on immigration

Thousands of cyclists take off in first day of the 38th Pan-Mass Challenge

TD Garden to pay $1.65m after teen sleuths claimed it owed $13m

Police disperse hundreds of youths in the North End

He thought he was dying, but highway chief paved his own road to salvation

Mother of Conrad Roy III seeks $4.2m in wrongful death suit against Michelle
Carter

In the Michelle Carter case, the eyes have it

MORE...

VA Secretary David Shulkin said he was responding to allegations of dangerously substandard care

made by medical staff in a Boston Globe report last month.

MORE...Many economists say drastically cutting immigration hurts the economy for everyone. 

MORE...

More than 5,300 cyclists took off Saturday morning in the 2017 Pan-Mass Challenge, raising money

for patient care and cancer research. 

MORE...

A group of teenagers discovered the venue had failed to live up to its obligations to hold three fund-

raisers a year to benefit the Department of Conservation and Recreation.

MORE...

State Police spokesman David Procopio said Boston police requested Massachusetts State Police assistance with

dispersing between 500 and 1,000 youths.

MORE...

Tom Tinlin needed a lot of things to go his way when a blood vessel in his brain burst in April.

Fittingly, one of them was traffic.

MORE...

Lynn Roy says she is seeking damages “caused by the defendant’s negligence and wanton and

reckless conduct.”

Judge Lawrence Moniz took great pains to explain that his job was to find that delicate balance
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