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Fenway High School opened in a newly renovated building last year. Updates included replacing water pipes,

and school officials said that tests of the tap water there have since shown the acceptable lead levels.
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State officials are calling on more public schools to sign up for funding to test water in their buildings

for lead and copper amid evidence showing high levels of the contaminants at many schools.

The Globe reported Tuesday that several hundred schools across Massachusetts — a majority of those

that have been tested — had at least one sample with lead levels exceeding regulatory limits.

The state launched a voluntary testing program, funded

with about $2.75 million, last spring in the wake of

concerns generated by the crisis in Flint, Mich., which was

rocked by very high lead levels in its municipal drinking

water.

About $600,000 in funding from the program is still

available.

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, which has overseen the program,

issued a report Tuesday saying officials want the leftover funding to be used to test the water at

schools that did not participate in the program and have not done testing recently on their own.
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High lead levels found in
water at hundreds of
schools
Water testing at more than 1,000 schools found

that a majority had at least one sample with

lead levels above regulatory limits. In some

cases results were alarmingly high.

About 818 schools — just under half of public school statewide — have participated in the program. At

least 200 schools, including those in Boston, did their own testing. “As the program continues to

progress, it is important that all communities take advantage of this water testing opportunity and the

tools provided by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection,” Matthew Beaton, the

state’s energy and environmental affairs secretary, said in a statement.

The report also recommended that the state work with public water systems to determine where

opportunities exist for enhanced testing.

The report featured detailed results of the testing. (The

figures differed somewhat from those reported by the

Globe because the state analysis focused only on the 818

schools in the program, while the Globe included results

from more than 200 other schools that performed their

own tests.)
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The Globe’s review of results for 1,037 schools showed 605

of them had at least one sample test above the state’s

regulatory limit. A total of 995 schools had at least one sample with some lead.

Advocates and experts contend that even low concentrations of lead in water can be harmful,

particularly for children. The tests also found high levels of copper — another potentially harmful

material — at 265 schools.

Officials said that schools have taken steps to address high lead and copper levels and have notified

parents of the results.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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Storms could bring hail and severe winds

MORE...

Damaging winds, quarter-size hail, and even a tornado are possibilities in Massachusetts today.
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High lead levels found in water at hundreds of schools
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Trump proposal relies on claims by religious researchers

Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

The majority of Harvard’s incoming class is nonwhite

In Michelle Carter’s hometown, opinions vary on justice of her sentence

Teamster in Top Chef trial could get jail time for posting on Facebook during
trial

VA Secretary ousts third official at troubled N.H. hospital

In a Malden classroom, a lesson on immigration

Thousands of cyclists take off in first day of the 38th Pan-Mass Challenge

MORE...

A proposal by President Trump’s administration would undo the Affordable Care Act’s five-year-old

mandate for birth control coverage.

MORE...

“It’s a huge loss,” said Harvey Leonard. “It’s truly like losing a brother, that’s what I considered him

to be.” 

MORE...

Harvard’s push to broaden diversity comes as the Trump administration turns its focus on

affirmative action policies.

MORE...

Residents who spoke to the Globe were split on whether Carter, now 20, received an appropriate

sentence for urging Conrad Roy III to kill himself.

MORE...

Daniel Redmond, one of four Teamsters on trial, posted an article on the Facebook page, “Support

the Teamster 4,” violating a court order to not speak publicly about the case. 

MORE...

VA Secretary David Shulkin said he was responding to allegations of dangerously substandard care

made by medical staff in a Boston Globe report last month.

MORE...Many economists say drastically cutting immigration hurts the economy for everyone. 
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