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President Obama spoke at an event in 2016 on Equal Pay Day.

INTERACTIVE

The gender pay gap, by the numbers

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  APRIL 04, 2017

Tuesday is Equal Pay Day, a date that symbolizes how far into the year women have to work, on

average, to make as much as men did the year before.
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That’s because, estimates show, that women in the United States make anywhere from about 77

percent to 84 percent as much as men do.

The day was first observed in 1996 and will be held for

many more years to come, as experts project it will take

decades before the gender wage gap is closed.

Below are some charts that go into further detail about

disparities.

The gender wage gap overall
Despite representing about half the country's workforce, women's wages remain significantly lower than men's. Below is just one estimate, as of 2014, from the U.S.
Department of Labor. Estimates for the gender wage gap range from 77 to 84 percent. Such figures do not account for differences in occupation, education, and
experience between men and women, however. When those factors are accounted for, the gap shrinks to less than 10 cents. Controlling for these differences,
college-educated women working full  time one year out of college are paid 7 percent less than their male peers, according to the American Association of University
Women. This unexplained 7 percent gap, which is there from the beginning of women’s careers and puts them on an unequal footing from the start, is widely
assumed to be the result of gender discrimination, and the gap grows as women move through the ranks. There are also differences in earnings based on race and
ethnicity (see below).
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But, as this chart below shows, the wage gap between men and women has been narrowing.
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The wage gap by gender and race, ethnicity
Figures are median annual earnings of full-time, year-round workers as of 2014.

Asian men
 $56,942

White men
 $55,470

Men (overall)
 $50,383
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Most Popular In Business 

Asian women
 $46,334

White women
 $41,822

Black men
 $40,719

Women (overall)
 $39,621

Hispanic men
 $34,535

Black women
 $33,533

Hispanic women
 $30,293

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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Stay updated, right in your news feed.  

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor

This defunct dry dock could be the city’s next great park

Baker picks for pot advisory board include anti-pot police chief

MORE...

Forget about building condos or offices at Dry Dock No. 4. The Seaport District needs a signature

public space.

MORE...

Walpole Police Chief John Carmichael Jr. has vocally opposed both recreational and medical

marijuana.

Related
Leung: Dear Ivanka, you can make a difference on equal pay
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Chan buys yet another property in Savin Hill

Berklee students and grads create a noteworthy niche: music for video games

Partners to acquire R.I.’s Care New England

Remember Dan Lyons from HubSpot? He’s back with more books

Get ready for Convention Center Expansion 2.0

Now showing at Raytheon: Missiles in 3-D

Sexist grill still par for the course at Charles River Country Club

MORE...

Billionaire investor Gerald Chan scooped up another slice of Savin Hill Monday, closing on a deal to

buy a 4.7-acre site steps from the Red Line station.

MORE...

They’ve worked on “Super Knight Quest”, “Mondrian”, “Call of Duty”, “Halo”, and many others.

MORE...

Partners HealthCare has agreed to acquire one of Rhode Island’s largest hospital operators, Care

New England Health System of Providence. 

MORE...

The Winchester-based writer said he has a two-book deal with the publisher of “Disrupted,” his book about

HubSpot.

MORE...

The state’s convention hall operator issued a request for proposals to design a master plan for the

70-acre campus.

MORE...

Rocket scientists at Raytheon use a 320-degree ring of 72 ultra-high-definition LCD TVs, stacked 8

feet high, to make the abstract tangible.

MORE...

A $1 million renovation of the Newton club’s men’s locker room includes a single-sex pub complete

with food, booze, and a stone fireplace. 
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‘Cool Streets’ report ranks Boston’s hotspots

Friday’s business agenda

Top largest employers

Investors want more women, minorities on corporate boards

A bill arrives a year later. Do you have to pay it?

Liberty Mutual shedding its workers’ comp roots

Charlie Baker’s political calculus with MassHealth reforms

MORE...

If you’ve been searching for the hippest neighborhoods in America, there’s an enormous commercial

real estate brokerage with a list just for you.

MORE...Earnings reports, gas prices, beginner workshops and other notable events and things to know.

MORE...

This year, the Globe invited 2,021 companies to participate in the Top Places to Work survey, 332 went all the

way through the process. More than 70,000 employees rated them on things like direction, execution,

connection, management, work, pay, and benefits. Winners are declared in four categories: small companies (50

to 99 workers); medium (100 to 249); large (250 to 999); and largest (1,000 or more). Companies marked “new”

may have appeared in a different size category on last year’s list.

MORE...

This year the Massachusetts pension fund acted against 1,690 companies for failing to meet state

criteria on gender and racial diversity on boards.

MORE...

As annoying as it is to be charged for something that seems a distant memory, as long as the charge is proper,

you’re on the hook.

MORE...

Liberty Mutual Insurance, once the country’s biggest provider of workers’ compensation insurance, is pulling

back from the market.

MORE...

Governor Charlie Baker just made a big political gamble. Time will tell whether it will pay

off.
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