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Pedestrians walked through Kenmore Square in February.

Pedestrian deaths in US surge as drivers,
walkers distracted by phones

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  MARCH 30, 2017

The number of pedestrians killed on US roadways last year is estimated to have spiked by about 11
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percent, including a slight increase in Massachusetts, according to a new projections.

The report blamed the trend on an improving economy that has led to drivers logging more miles in

recent years and people distracted by phones while driving and walking.

Massachusetts highway safety director Jeff Larason agreed

that distraction has become a serious problem and

something state officials have taken steps to address,

including through traffic enforcement and public

awareness campaigns.

“People when they are distracted, there’s a period of time

when they look back up onto the road, the situational

awareness isn’t there immediately, and it takes time for

people to recover and pedestrians and cyclists tend to be

the last thing they see,” Larason said. “And pedestrians are not paying as much attention.”
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The Governors Highway Safety Association, in a report released Thursday, estimated that there were

about 6,000 pedestrian fatalities nationwide in 2016, up from nearly 5,400 in 2015 and up from a

recent low-point, 2009, when there were about 4,100 such deaths.

The association said the 2015 to 2016 jump was the steepest year-to-year increase since

recordkeeping began about four decades ago, and that pedestrian deaths have risen at a faster rate in

recent years than traffic deaths overall.

“This is the second year in a row that we have seen unprecedented increases in pedestrian fatalities,

which is both sad and alarming,” the report’s author, Richard Retting, of Sam Schwartz

Transportation Consultants, said in a statement.
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“It is critical that the highway safety community

understand these disturbing statistics and work to

aggressively implement effective countermeasures,” he

added.

The projected total for 2016 was based on preliminary data

collected by the highway safety offices in each state and

Washington, D.C., about the number pedestrian fatalities

during the first six months of that year. The association

said it also considered historical trends in projecting the

total number of deaths nationwide for 2016.

The data showed that during the first half of 2016 there were 38 pedestrian fatalities in

Massachusetts, up from 35 in the same stretch of 2015.

Elsewhere in New England: there were 28 pedestrian deaths in the first half of 2016 in Connecticut,

up from 21 in the same stretch of the previous year; New Hampshire had eight, up from two; Rhode

Island had seven, up from two; Vermont had four, up from zero; and Maine had five, the same total it

saw in the first half of 2015, the report said.

Even with the slight increase, Massachusetts still sees relatively few pedestrian deaths per resident

when compared with other states.

There were 0.56 pedestrian deaths per 100,000 residents statewide during the first six months of

2016, which ranked as the 14th lowest rate nationally.

The association in a press release said there “are many possible factors contributing” to the national

spike in pedestrian deaths.

“As economic conditions improve and gas prices remain low, the U.S. has seen an increase in motor

vehicle miles traveled,” the association said. “At the same time, a growing number of Americans are

choosing to travel by foot for health, transportation, economic or environmental reasons.”

“Another potential factor is a sharp rise in the use of smartphones to send and receive multimedia
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messages, a frequent source of mental and visual distraction for both walkers and drivers,” it added.

The rise in pedestrian deaths comes as the country as a whole — and Massachusetts specifically — has

seen a rise in traffic fatalities overall.

The increase in deaths from motor vehicle crashes has also been blamed in part on improving

economic conditions that lead to people logging more miles and to distracted driving.

The report said that while traffic deaths overall increased by about 6 percent between 2010 and 2015,

pedestrian fatalities increased by about 25 percent during those years.

Pedestrian traffic deaths, by state
Data for the first six months of each year. Figures for 2016 are considered preliminary data.

State 2015 2016 Change % Change

Alabama 39 56 17 43.6%

Alaska 3 6 3 100.0%

Arizona 86 97 11 12.8%

Arkansas 15 21 6 40.0%

California 405 359 (46) -11.4%

Colorado 30 32 2 6.7%

Connecticut 21 28 7 33.3%

Delaware 9 18 9 100.0%

DC 7 3 (4) -57.1%

Florida 277 301 24 8.7%

Georgia 90 109 19 21.1%

Hawaii 11 15 4 36.4%

Idaho 2 7 5 250.0%

Illinois 81 70 (11) -13.6%

Indiana 49 41 (8) -16.3%

Iowa 8 11 3 37.5%

Kansas 11 17 6 54.5%

Kentucky 36 37 1 2.8%

Louisiana 48 53 5 10.4%
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Maine 5 5 - 0.0%

Maryland 45 39 (6) -13.3%

Massachusetts 35 38 3 8.6%

Michigan 62 59 (3) -4.8%

Minnesota 14 23 9 64.3%

Mississippi 33 22 (11) -33.3%

Missouri 43 36 (7) -16.3%

Montana 6 8 2 33.3%

Nebraska 9 7 (2) -22.2%

Nevada 25 31 6 24.0%

New Hampshire 2 8 6 300.0%

New Jersey 77 71 (6) -7.8%

New Mexico 21 26 5 23.8%

New York 137 127 (10) -7.3%

North Carolina 77 96 19 24.7%

North Dakota 1 2 1 100.0%

Ohio 54 55 1 1.9%

Oklahoma 32 35 3 9.4%

Oregon 42 29 (13) -31.0%

Pennsylvania 59 77 18 30.5%

Rhode Island 2 7 5 250.0%

South Carolina 57 66 9 15.8%

South Dakota 1 2 1 100.0%

Tennessee 43 46 3 7.0%

Texas 242 322 80 33.1%

Utah 21 19 (2) -9.5%

Vermont - 4 4 -

Virginia 37 50 13 35.1%

Washington 40 36 (4) -10.0%

West Virginia 11 1 (1) -9.1%

Wisconsin 21 22 1 4.8%

Wyoming 4 1 (3) -75.0%

US 2,486 2,660 174 7.0%

SOURCE: Governors Highway Safety Association
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Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele

 SHOW 26 COMMENTS

Stay updated, right in your news feed.  

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

My Account

Manage my Account

Mobile Customer Service

Sign Up For Newsletters

Contact

Help

FAQs

Globe newsroom

Advertise

Social

Facebook

Most Commented Most Shared

Nick Cafardo: Which players may be available in trade after …

Trump administration advances religious researchers’ birth …

What’s it like be an NFL quarterback at 40? We asked Warr…

Storms could bring hail and severe winds Saturday

Trump forsakes scenic traditions to vacation in the land of s…

Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

There’s one month left of summer. Here’s what you can’t mi…

Trump increasingly isolated as disillusionment grows withi…

Danny Amendola never considered retiring or playing for a t…

Jaylen Brown’s trip for the NBA Africa Game continues his …

javascript:void(0);
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs
https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2017/08/05/nick-cafardo-which-players-may-available-trade-after-clearing-waivers/YN8ts6OKHITFkqfrInSYdM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/02/trump-administration-advances-religious-researchers-birth-control-claims/VmnXUDMN9qd74fLIW327oL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/02/trump-administration-advances-religious-researchers-birth-control-claims/VmnXUDMN9qd74fLIW327oL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/08/05/what-like-nfl-quarterback-asked-warren-moon-and-matt-hasselbeck/4VWO3lpzk7qqRxlgYgVTbM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/08/05/what-like-nfl-quarterback-asked-warren-moon-and-matt-hasselbeck/4VWO3lpzk7qqRxlgYgVTbM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/05/storms-could-bring-hail-and-severe-winds-saturday/Qtel29ZVWt2oPWxVdktqHK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/05/storms-could-bring-hail-and-severe-winds-saturday/Qtel29ZVWt2oPWxVdktqHK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/08/04/trump-forsakes-scenic-traditions-vacation-land-spray-tans-and-highway-barriers/egYdpPd9zAp06nCr85A99L/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/08/04/trump-forsakes-scenic-traditions-vacation-land-spray-tans-and-highway-barriers/egYdpPd9zAp06nCr85A99L/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/04/dick-albert-former-channel-weatherman-dies/0xnHrvczoHKMpncFyB3uKN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/04/dick-albert-former-channel-weatherman-dies/0xnHrvczoHKMpncFyB3uKN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2017/08/04/there-one-month-left-summer-here-what-you-can-miss/EVRju5BLaxbKZZSZmz8RiN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2017/08/04/there-one-month-left-summer-here-what-you-can-miss/EVRju5BLaxbKZZSZmz8RiN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/08/04/trump-increasingly-isolated-disillusionment-grows-within-his-own-party/yu8O1NrhRUIaeJDgInssFK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/08/04/trump-increasingly-isolated-disillusionment-grows-within-his-own-party/yu8O1NrhRUIaeJDgInssFK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/08/05/danny-amendola-never-considered-retiring-playing-for-team-other-than-patriots/w7xRRMcJgGV7q9IoGk8v3O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/08/05/danny-amendola-never-considered-retiring-playing-for-team-other-than-patriots/w7xRRMcJgGV7q9IoGk8v3O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2017/08/05/jaylen-brown-trip-for-nba-africa-game-continues-his-quest-become-leader/K8FQw3qET14BbW09fKXigM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/celtics/2017/08/05/jaylen-brown-trip-for-nba-africa-game-continues-his-quest-become-leader/K8FQw3qET14BbW09fKXigM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed


Pedestrian deaths in US surge as drivers, walkers distracted by phones - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/03/30/pedestrian-deaths-surge-drivers-walkers-distracted-phones/EwoXeH6KT3qxHp2QRdPrtI/story.html[8/5/2017 4:55:22 PM]

Twitter

Google+

More

ePaper

News in Education

Archives

Privacy policy

Terms of service

Terms of purchase

Work at Boston Globe Media

© 2017 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers

	bostonglobe.com
	Pedestrian deaths in US surge as drivers, walkers distracted by phones - The Boston Globe


	hwMlFSZFBydEkvc3RvcnkuaHRtbAA=: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 




