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President Trump spoke during a bill-signing ceremony in the Roosevelt Room of the White House on Monday.

Trump approval hits new low after failure of
health care bill

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  MARCH 27, 2017

President Donald Trump’s job approval rating has fallen to a new low in the wake of the failure to
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pass a new health care bill, according to the latest polling results from Gallup.

Just 36 percent of Americans surveyed between Friday and Sunday approved of the job Trump was

doing as president, according to Gallup.

That was down from a job approval rating of 41 percent

prior to the health care bill’s failure on Friday.

And it was a percentage point below what had been lowest

job approval mark of Trump’s young presidency, 37

percent, which was recorded in the three day stretch ending

March 18.

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

By comparison, Obama’s approval rating never dropped below 38 percent during his presidency,

Gallup data show.

Most presidents, at one point or another during their time in the Oval Office, have seen their job

approval ratings drop about as low as, if not lower, than Trump’s current rating, Gallup data show.

George W. Bush recorded a low of 25 percent;

Bill Clinton’s low was 37 percent;

George H.W. Bush, 29 percent;

Ronald Reagan, 35 percent;
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Jimmy Carter, 28 percent;

Gerald Ford, 37 percent;

Richard Nixon, 24 percent;

Lyndon B. Johnson, 35 percent;

John F. Kennedy, 56 percent;

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 48 percent;

Harry S. Truman, 22 percent.

“Presidential job approval ratings are fluid, and all presidents have seen both upward and downward

swings in their ratings at various points in their administrations — a historical precedent indicating

Trump’s approval could drop further or recover in the weeks and months ahead,” Gallup said in

releasing its results.

“An encouraging sign for Trump, perhaps, is that all presidents whose ratings fell below 36% — with

the exception of Nixon — saw their ratings improve thereafter. Clinton provides a particularly

relevant example. His approval rating dropped to 37% in June 1993 but recovered to 56% by

September of that year.”

Trump’s approval rating was at its highest, 46 percent, just after his inauguration.

But at the same time, Trump began his presidency with a record-high disapproval rating of 45

percent, that climbed above 51 percent after just eight days on the job, making Trump the fastest

president to attain a majority job disapproval rating.

Trump has paid close attention to apparent measures of his popularity, including his social media
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following and crowd sizes at his inauguration and at his campaign rallies.

Then again, Trump has played down poll results that were not in his favor, questioning their accuracy

and describing them as phony and rigged. And many polls during the campaign underestimated his

support around the country and his odds of winning the presidency.

Gallup says its presidential job ratings are based on telephone interviews with approximately 1,500

adults nationwide. The margin of error is ±3 percentage points, the company says.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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Storms could bring hail and severe winds
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In Michelle Carter’s hometown, opinions vary on justice of her sentence

MORE...

A proposal by President Trump’s administration would undo the Affordable Care Act’s five-year-old

mandate for birth control coverage.
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Damaging winds, quarter-size hail, and even a tornado are possibilities in Massachusetts today.
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“It’s a huge loss,” said Harvey Leonard. “It’s truly like losing a brother, that’s what I considered him

to be.” 
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Residents who spoke to the Globe were split on whether Carter, now 20, received an appropriate

sentence for urging Conrad Roy III to kill himself.

MORE...

Harvard’s push to broaden diversity comes as the Trump administration turns its focus on

affirmative action policies.

MORE...

VA Secretary David Shulkin said he was responding to allegations of dangerously substandard care

made by medical staff in a Boston Globe report last month.

MORE...

Lynn Roy says she is seeking damages “caused by the defendant’s negligence and wanton and

reckless conduct.”

MORE...

A landmark plan to curb pollution in lakes, rivers, and streams throughout Massachusetts has been

delayed for at least another year.

MORE...

Daniel Redmond, one of four Teamsters on trial, posted an article on the Facebook page, “Support

the Teamster 4,” violating a court order to not speak publicly about the case. 

MORE...

More than 5,300 cyclists took off Saturday morning in the 2017 Pan-Mass Challenge, raising money

for patient care and cancer research. 
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any other state

Police disperse hundreds of youths in the North End

A cross-country bicycle trip of a lifetime — delayed 40 years

State Police investigate video of youths fighting on pier in Quincy

Cambridge city councilor to leave politics

This weekend, bus shuttles replace rail service on five lines

Michelle Carter receives 15 months in jail; will remain free pending appeal

MORE...

Tom Tinlin needed a lot of things to go his way when a blood vessel in his brain burst in April.

Fittingly, one of them was traffic.

MORE...

Some people redeem so many winning tickets that they raise questions about the integrity and

oversight of the $5 billion state lottery.

MORE...

State Police spokesman David Procopio said Boston police requested Massachusetts State Police assistance with

dispersing between 500 and 1,000 youths.

MORE...

John Sweeney averaged 65 miles a day, mostly along Route 20, a 3,365-mile ribbon of asphalt that

is the longest road in the United States.

MORE...A video of youths being punched and kicked is making the rounds on social media.

MORE...

Cambridge city councilor Leland Cheung, the first Asian-American on the council, announced this

week that he intends to leave politics.

MORE...You might want to just stay home this weekend.

A judge sentenced Michelle Carter to two and a half years, with 15 months to serve and 15 months
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‘Dukes of Hazzard’ actor arrested in Waltham

MORE...

probation, for goading her boyfriend to kill himself in a high-profile texting suicide case. However,

he allowed Carter to remain free while awaiting appeal.

MORE...

Tom Wopat was arraigned on a charge of groping a woman who was to share the stage with him in a

local production of “42nd Street.”
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