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OutVets founder Bryan Bishop wore the logo of his group while speaking to reporters Friday.

A look at OUTVETS, the veteran’s group at
center of parade controversy
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A look at
OUTVETS, the
veteran’s group
at center of

Controversy swirling around this year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade in Boston centers around the

exclusion of a group called OUTVETS.

The nonprofit organization honors lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender military veterans, active

service members, and their families. Founded in Sept. 2014, it has described itself as nonpartisan and

nonpolitical.

The group has received an outpouring of support in the

past 24 hours, including signing up more than 100 new

members.

OUTVETS is run by cofounder Bryan Bishop, who served in

the Air Force for 20 years.

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

Bishop, a UMass Lowell alumnus, worked as deputy commissioner and chief of staff in the City of

Boston’s Veterans Services Department from 2013 to 2015, when he became director of Veterans

Services for the city of Somerville.
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Parade organizers
expected to reconsider ban
on group of gay veterans
The war veterans council agreed, by a vote of 11

to 0, to invite OUTVETS to the parade with no

restrictions on the display of the rainbow flag.

In Nov. 2014, OUTVETS became the first group that honors gay veterans to march in Boston’s

Veterans Day parade.

Soon after and ahead of the 2015 St. Patrick’s Day parade, OUTVETS became the first group that

honors gay veterans to be approved by parade organizers to march.
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OUTVETS founder Bryan Bishop in his Boston home.

Another LGBTQ rights group, Boston Pride, was later

approved to march in that year’s parade.

Both groups marched in 2015 and in 2016.

In 1995, the parade’s organizers, the Allied War Veterans

Council, won a lawsuit in the Supreme Court that allowed it

to exclude groups on the grounds of free speech.

When parade organizers allowed the gay groups to march,

several local politicians participated in the parade for the

first time after years of refusal. They included Martin J. Walsh, the first Boston mayor to walk the

route in two decades.
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However, the inclusion of the groups also prompted some other organizations, including the

Massachusetts State Council of the Knights of Columbus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary School in

Harvard, to withdraw from the parade.

And in late summer of 2016, a civil lawsuit filed in Massachusetts District Court alleged that Walsh

had used a series of thinly veiled threats and verbal jabs to pressure organizers to invite OUTVETS to

march. Walsh has stated that he was within his legal means to encourage the parade to be more

inclusive, and, court records show, a judge dismissed the lawsuit about a month later.

Earlier this week, parade organizers barred OUTVETS from this year’s parade, scheduled for March

19, saying that the group missed an application deadline and would have violated the parade’s

regulations about displays.

“OUTVETS was informed that our Code of Conduct prohibits the advertisement or display of one’s

sexual orientation, and that the ‘rainbow’ flag on its banners and logo was in violation of this rule,”

said a statement this week from organizers of the 116-year-old march.

Sponsors of the parade have vowed to withdraw their support and politicians have said they will not

attend if OUTVETS cannot participate.

Organizers were expected to reconsider the ban on OUTVETS on Friday.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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Storms could bring hail and severe winds

Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

In Michelle Carter’s hometown, opinions vary on justice of her sentence

The majority of Harvard’s incoming class is nonwhite

VA Secretary ousts third official at troubled N.H. hospital

Mother of Conrad Roy III seeks $4.2m in wrongful death suit against Michelle
Carter

State agrees with Trump administration to delay long-awaited water pollution

MORE...mandate for birth control coverage.

MORE...

Damaging winds, quarter-size hail, and even a tornado are possibilities in Massachusetts today.

MORE...

“It’s a huge loss,” said Harvey Leonard. “It’s truly like losing a brother, that’s what I considered him

to be.” 

MORE...

Residents who spoke to the Globe were split on whether Carter, now 20, received an appropriate

sentence for urging Conrad Roy III to kill himself.

MORE...

Harvard’s push to broaden diversity comes as the Trump administration turns its focus on

affirmative action policies.

MORE...

VA Secretary David Shulkin said he was responding to allegations of dangerously substandard care

made by medical staff in a Boston Globe report last month.

MORE...

Lynn Roy says she is seeking damages “caused by the defendant’s negligence and wanton and

reckless conduct.”
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Teamster in Top Chef trial could get jail time for posting on Facebook during
trial

Thousands of cyclists are pedaling during the 38th Pan-Mass Challenge

He thought he was dying, but highway chief paved his own road to salvation

Lawbreakers or just really lucky? Mass. has more repeat lottery winners than
any other state

Police disperse hundreds of youths in the North End

A cross-country bicycle trip of a lifetime — delayed 40 years

MORE...

A landmark plan to curb pollution in lakes, rivers, and streams throughout Massachusetts has been

delayed for at least another year.

MORE...

Daniel Redmond, one of four Teamsters on trial, posted an article on the Facebook page, “Support

the Teamster 4,” violating a court order to not speak publicly about the case. 

MORE...

More than 5,300 cyclists took off Saturday morning in the 2017 Pan-Mass Challenge, raising money

for patient care and cancer research. 

MORE...

Tom Tinlin needed a lot of things to go his way when a blood vessel in his brain burst in April.

Fittingly, one of them was traffic.

MORE...

Some people redeem so many winning tickets that they raise questions about the integrity and

oversight of the $5 billion state lottery.

MORE...

State Police spokesman David Procopio said Boston police requested Massachusetts State Police assistance with

dispersing between 500 and 1,000 youths.

MORE...

John Sweeney averaged 65 miles a day, mostly along Route 20, a 3,365-mile ribbon of asphalt that

is the longest road in the United States.
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Cambridge city councilor Leland Cheung, the first Asian-American on the council, announced this

week that he intends to leave politics.
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probation, for goading her boyfriend to kill himself in a high-profile texting suicide case. However,

he allowed Carter to remain free while awaiting appeal.
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Tom Wopat was arraigned on a charge of groping a woman who was to share the stage with him in a
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