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South Boston’s famed St. Patrick’s Day Parade marched through the neighborhood in 2015.

After furor, gay group says it will march in
South Boston parade

By Brian MacQuarrie and Nicole Fleming
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A South Boston veterans council, facing withering criticism, reversed course Friday and extended an
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unconditional invitation to the group of gay veterans it had barred from marching in the St. Patrick’s

Day parade.

The move clears the way for OUTVETS, a group of LGBT veterans, to march in the March 19 parade

with its rainbow banner and logo, a point of contention that the Allied War Veterans Council had

cited when it voted Tuesday to reject the organization.

OUTVETS accepted the invitation Friday night. “We look

forward to marching proudly on March 19 and honoring

the service and sacrifice of those brave men and women

who have sacrificed for our country,’’ the group said in a

statement.

The war veterans council on Friday night agreed, by a vote

of 11 to 0, to invite OUTVETS to the parade with no

restrictions on the display of the rainbow flag, according to

US Representative Stephen Lynch.
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This second meeting was attended by younger veterans who “felt blindsided by this whole controversy

and . . . wanted to make it right,” Lynch said.

“They’re committed to getting together and changing the way [the group] operates so we don’t have

this every single year,” said Lynch, who had flown up from Washington to attend the meeting in hopes

of resolving the standoff.

The developments Friday appear to resolve the latest chapter of a decades-old battle between the

veterans council and gay organizations — a battle many thought was settled two years ago when the

gay veterans group was allowed to march in the parade.
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The fight once reached the US Supreme Court, which ruled

in 1995 that the council could decide what groups marched

in the parade.

The council’s 9-to-4 vote against OUTVETS on Tuesday

had briefly rekindled the old fight. Nearly all of South

Boston’s political leadership denounced that vote.

They were joined by Mayor Martin J. Walsh, Governor

Charlie Baker, Senator Edward Markey, and others who said they would not march in the 116-year-

old parade unless the vote was reversed.

The backlash extended to corporate sponsors — including Stop & Shop, Anheuser-Busch, the Dedham

Institution for Savings, and Boston Scally Co. — who threatened or planned to withdraw their

support.

The vote also raised questions about the makeup of the council, which has organized the parade since

1947. Some members who voted against OUTVETS either had not served in the military or did not

live in South Boston.

The veterans council has about 25 members, traditionally drawn from each of the veterans posts in

South Boston.

Its business is conducted in private, and individual votes are not disclosed, according to people

familiar with the council.

In a quick-moving series of events, parade organizer Tim Duross, who sits on the council but is not a

veteran, met Wednesday with OUTVETS leaders at the Omni Parker House in an impromptu attempt

to reach a resolution.

Duross placed what he called a “letter of denial” on the table but withdrew the envelope as the

meeting progressed, according to DeeDee Edmondson, a lawyer for the OUTVETS group.

On Thursday, about 25 to 30 veterans met in what a spokesman for City Council candidate Edward

Flynn, a council member who voted for OUTVETS and had been trying to broker a deal, called a
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hopeful session.

Then, on Friday afternoon, OUTVETS received an e-mailed invitation, and the council formally

agreed to invite the gay veterans group Friday night.

Before the invitation was extended and accepted Friday night, state Senator Linda Dorcena Forry,

whose district includes South Boston, said she will not join the parade regardless.

“It is unacceptable to exclude anyone in our community. But the council has chosen to exclude the

best of us: Veterans who have bravely served our country and put their lives on the line for our

freedoms,” the senator said.

“I know this community does not share these ignorant beliefs. It is shameful that nine individuals

would deny veterans the opportunity to march in a parade.”

City Councilor Tito Jackson, who is running for mayor, also said he will not march even if OUTVETS

accepted the invitation.

“The nine narrow-minded committee members who voted to exclude OUTVETS . . . failed to meet the

standards this nation and city pride themselves on — a deep and abiding commitment to treating

every person with the dignity and respect they deserve,” Jackson said.

After Tuesday’s vote, state Representative Nick Collins of South Boston questioned whether all the

council’s approximately 25 members knew that the OUTVETS application would be on the agenda.

City Councilor Michael Flaherty of South Boston also decried the ability of a small group to affect the

neighborhood’s reputation, both locally and across the nation.

“What is clear is that the individuals making the decision to ban OUTVETS don’t have the interests of

South Boston or our veterans in mind,” Flaherty said.

At least two veterans posts in South Boston have left the group in protest. Members of the Michael J.

Perkins American Legion Post, composed primarily of veterans who served after Sept. 11, 2001, asked

that the council remove “veterans” from its title “to prevent destroying the community good will that

we and other South Boston veterans posts have worked hard to achieve.”

The Thomas J. Fitzgerald Veterans of Foreign Wars Post, which left the council last year after a
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parade application from Veterans for Peace was rejected, also denounced the move.

“Such restrictions deny veterans the opportunity to be honored for their service and sacrifice,” the

Fitzgerald Post said in a statement.

Coleman Nee, a South Boston native and Marine veteran who served as state veterans secretary under

Governor Deval Patrick, joined the chorus of criticism before the invitation was extended Friday.

“LGBTQ Americans have been serving this nation in uniform since General Washington’s army forced

the British troops out of Boston,” Nee said.

Edmondson, the OUTVETS spokeswoman, said the group has received an outpouring of support and

signed up more than 100 new members since the controversy erupted.

In addition to participating in the parade, OUTVETS raises funds for outreach to LGBT veterans and

helps them understand and access their rights as veterans.

Matt Rocheleau of the Globe staff contributed to this report. Brian MacQuarrie can be reached at

brian.macquarrie@globe.com.
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A proposal by President Trump’s administration would undo the Affordable Care Act’s five-year-old

mandate for birth control coverage.
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Storms could bring hail and severe winds
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State agrees with Trump administration to delay long-awaited water pollution
rules
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Damaging winds, quarter-size hail, and even a tornado are possibilities in Massachusetts today.

MORE...

“It’s a huge loss,” said Harvey Leonard. “It’s truly like losing a brother, that’s what I considered him

to be.” 

MORE...

Residents who spoke to the Globe were split on whether Carter, now 20, received an appropriate

sentence for urging Conrad Roy III to kill himself.

MORE...

Harvard’s push to broaden diversity comes as the Trump administration turns its focus on

affirmative action policies.

MORE...

VA Secretary David Shulkin said he was responding to allegations of dangerously substandard care

made by medical staff in a Boston Globe report last month.

MORE...

Lynn Roy says she is seeking damages “caused by the defendant’s negligence and wanton and

reckless conduct.”

MORE...

A landmark plan to curb pollution in lakes, rivers, and streams throughout Massachusetts has been

delayed for at least another year.
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Daniel Redmond, one of four Teamsters on trial, posted an article on the Facebook page, “Support

the Teamster 4,” violating a court order to not speak publicly about the case. 

MORE...

More than 5,300 cyclists took off Saturday morning in the 2017 Pan-Mass Challenge, raising money

for patient care and cancer research. 

MORE...

Tom Tinlin needed a lot of things to go his way when a blood vessel in his brain burst in April.

Fittingly, one of them was traffic.

MORE...

Some people redeem so many winning tickets that they raise questions about the integrity and

oversight of the $5 billion state lottery.

MORE...

State Police spokesman David Procopio said Boston police requested Massachusetts State Police assistance with

dispersing between 500 and 1,000 youths.

MORE...

John Sweeney averaged 65 miles a day, mostly along Route 20, a 3,365-mile ribbon of asphalt that

is the longest road in the United States.

MORE...A video of youths being punched and kicked is making the rounds on social media.
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This weekend, bus shuttles replace rail service on five lines

Michelle Carter receives 15 months in jail; will remain free pending appeal

‘Dukes of Hazzard’ actor arrested in Waltham

MORE...

Cambridge city councilor Leland Cheung, the first Asian-American on the council, announced this

week that he intends to leave politics.

MORE...You might want to just stay home this weekend.

MORE...

A judge sentenced Michelle Carter to two and a half years, with 15 months to serve and 15 months

probation, for goading her boyfriend to kill himself in a high-profile texting suicide case. However,

he allowed Carter to remain free while awaiting appeal.

MORE...

Tom Wopat was arraigned on a charge of groping a woman who was to share the stage with him in a

local production of “42nd Street.”
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Storms could bring hail and severe winds Saturday
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Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

What’s it like be an NFL quarterback at 40? We asked Warr…

Danny Amendola never considered retiring or playing for a t…

Former Patriots QB Jim Plunkett: ‘My life sucks’
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There’s one month left of summer. Here’s what you can’t mi…

Trump increasingly isolated as disillusionment grows withi…
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