
Map: 10 of the busiest spots for bikes in Boston - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/03/01/map-busiest-spots-for-bikes-boston/Xh8iOVnXnSSvPVdQL7bo2J/story.html[8/5/2017 4:39:13 PM]

     19 

JONATHAN WIGGS/GLOBE STAFF/FILE

Map: 10 of the busiest spots for bikes in
Boston

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  MARCH 01, 2017

A new municipal study highlights some of the busiest spots for cycling in Boston.

Data released this week by the Boston Transportation Department show that the busiest spot the city
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identified was the area around a Back Bay intersection, near the intersection of Massachusetts

Avenue and Beacon Street, that was found in a separate study to be the most frequent spot for

collisions involving cyclists.

How busy that area is may help explain why so many

crashes have been reported there in recent years.

Other busy spots: The BU Bridge area, north of

Commonwealth Avenue, and the Southwest Corridor Bike

Path, south of Heath Street.
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The city study measured bike usage across 60 locations citywide and found that, on average, nearly

30,000 trips were made by bike per day.

During rush hours in some spots, the number of cyclists accounted for more than one in six of all

vehicles passing by, both cars and bikes combined.

“Bicycling is a healthy and low-cost form of transportation and we are pleased that so many people

are choosing bikes to get around the city,” Boston Transportation Commissioner Gina N. Fiandaca

said in a statement.

“We are working to make bicycling more convenient,

comfortable, and accessible to people throughout Boston,

and these counts will help us to track our progress and plan

for future enhancements to our bicycling programs.”
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Biking in Boston has become more popular in recent years,

according to Census data and previous studies by the city.

At the same time, the rate of injuries among cyclists has

dropped, suggesting that efforts by the city to make Boston

safer and more bike-friendly have paid off.

The city conducted its most-recent counting of cyclists during a 72-hour stretch at the end of

September and using a fully automated system.

Video was taken at each of the 60 locations and then run through software that classified each vehicle

passing by as either a bicycle or a motor vehicle. Bikes traveling on sidewalks were excluded from the

counts, and the city also had staff do some of their own counting and video reviews to ensure

accuracy.

In previous years, the city relied on teams of volunteers to stand outside during rush hours and count

bikes manually.

“Automated counts allow us to capture bike trips taken throughout the day and in all kinds of

weather,” Stefanie Seskin, the city’s Active Transportation director, said in a statement. “This better

reflects where people are riding today and will help us to understand where they’ll ride in the future.”

The city this week also announced that the process to reinstall Hubway bike share stations after their

winter hiatus has begun. Officials said they expect most stations to be reinstalled by mid-March and

the rest should be in place by April. For more information on the stations’ statuses, click here.

To see more findings from the bike count survey, click here and here.

10 of the busiest spots for cyclists in Boston

The size of the bubbles reflect the average number of bicycles counted at the location for a 24-hour period.
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Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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Trump proposal relies on claims by religious researchers

Storms could bring hail and severe winds

Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

In Michelle Carter’s hometown, opinions vary on justice of her sentence

The majority of Harvard’s incoming class is nonwhite

VA Secretary ousts third official at troubled N.H. hospital

MORE...

A proposal by President Trump’s administration would undo the Affordable Care Act’s five-year-old

mandate for birth control coverage.

MORE...

Damaging winds, quarter-size hail, and even a tornado are possibilities in Massachusetts today.

MORE...

“It’s a huge loss,” said Harvey Leonard. “It’s truly like losing a brother, that’s what I considered him

to be.” 

MORE...

Residents who spoke to the Globe were split on whether Carter, now 20, received an appropriate

sentence for urging Conrad Roy III to kill himself.

MORE...

Harvard’s push to broaden diversity comes as the Trump administration turns its focus on

affirmative action policies.

MORE...

VA Secretary David Shulkin said he was responding to allegations of dangerously substandard care

made by medical staff in a Boston Globe report last month.
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Mother of Conrad Roy III seeks $4.2m in wrongful death suit against Michelle
Carter

State agrees with Trump administration to delay long-awaited water pollution
rules

Teamster in Top Chef trial could get jail time for posting on Facebook during
trial

Thousands of cyclists are pedaling during the 38th Pan-Mass Challenge

He thought he was dying, but highway chief paved his own road to salvation

Lawbreakers or just really lucky? Mass. has more repeat lottery winners than
any other state

Police disperse hundreds of youths in the North End

MORE...

Lynn Roy says she is seeking damages “caused by the defendant’s negligence and wanton and

reckless conduct.”

MORE...

A landmark plan to curb pollution in lakes, rivers, and streams throughout Massachusetts has been

delayed for at least another year.

MORE...

Daniel Redmond, one of four Teamsters on trial, posted an article on the Facebook page, “Support

the Teamster 4,” violating a court order to not speak publicly about the case. 

MORE...

More than 5,300 cyclists took off Saturday morning in the 2017 Pan-Mass Challenge, raising money

for patient care and cancer research. 

MORE...

Tom Tinlin needed a lot of things to go his way when a blood vessel in his brain burst in April.

Fittingly, one of them was traffic.

MORE...

Some people redeem so many winning tickets that they raise questions about the integrity and

oversight of the $5 billion state lottery.

MORE...

State Police spokesman David Procopio said Boston police requested Massachusetts State Police assistance with

dispersing between 500 and 1,000 youths.
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