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Trump is holding news conferences at a
frequent clip

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  FEBRUARY 16, 2017

Despite his professed disdain for reporters, President Trump is on pace to hold news conferences

with much greater frequency than any president since Franklin D. Roosevelt.

It’s early in Trump’s presidency, to be sure, and the pattern could change. But Trump already has
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Trump is
holding news
conferences at a
frequent clip

held five news conferences since his inauguration Jan. 20, according to Gerhard Peters, co-director

of The American Presidency Project, which tracks such data.

That’s a higher rate of news conferences than any

presidency since Roosevelt, who averaged about six news

conferences per month, according to the project’s data.

Yet, “keep in mind that ‘news conferences’ today are not

like what they were in the [Woodrow] Wilson to FDR era,”

Peters said in an e-mail. “Then, they were more informal

gatherings of reporters around the president’s desk.”

Get Today's Headlines in your inbox:
The day's top stories delivered every morning.

Barack Obama averaged fewer than two news conferences per month. George W. Bush and Bill

Clinton averaged a little over two per month during each of their presidencies, while George H.W.

Bush averaged just under three per month.
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President Trump, revealing an unusually high

degree of sensitivity to news coverage for a

White House occupant, excoriated the media

Thursday

In fact, every president since Roosevelt has averaged 3.5 per month (Harry Truman) or fewer.

Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan were noticeably stingy when it came to hosting press conferences,

with each averaging roughly one every two months during their runs as president.

Trump’s frequency of news conferences isn’t merely a

product of it being early in his tenure.

His five so far are already the most in an elected

president’s first month on the job dating back to at least

Roosevelt, according to Peters.

Peters said he reviewed records for the first month of every

president from Eisenhower through Obama. (Peters said

he excluded Gerald Ford, Lyndon B. Johnson, and

Truman from the analysis, because they were not elected but instead took over the Oval Office due to

death or resignation. And Peters said he did not have complete data for Roosevelt.)

The next-highest first-month total was four news conferences held by John F. Kennedy, followed by

Clinton (3), Obama, the elder Bush, and Nixon (2); the rest all held one news conference during

their first month.

Peters noted that George W. Bush didn’t hold his first news conference as president until this date,

Feb. 16, 2001.

Trump still has a few days to go before the book closes on his first month.
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Trump’s use of news conferences does not appear to be accidental.

As he said in his most recent news conference on Thursday, he believes that these interactions with

the press on the campaign trail helped him win the election.

“Don’t forget, that’s the way I won. Remember, I used to give you a news conference every time I

made a speech, which was like every day. OK?,” Trump said, according to a transcript of Thursday’s

news conference.

“That’s how I won,” he added. “I won with news conferences and probably speeches. I certainly

didn’t win by people listening to you people. That’s for sure.”

Trump also said Thursday that, despite having to field what he described as sometimes “unfair” and

“insulting” questions from “dishonest” media members, he enjoys hosting press conferences, or at

least was enjoying Thursday’s.

“I love this,” said Trump. “I’m having a good time doing it.”

Average news conferences per month, by president
This list is in reverse chronological order. Figures for monthly averages over the course of an entire presidency, except for
President Trump's average. His average is roughly five and may increase because there are still a few days left in his first
month.

Donald Trump (since Jan. 20)
 5

Barack Obama (2009-2017)
 1.71

George W. Bush (2001-2009)
 2.18

Bill Clinton (1993-2001)
 2.01

George H.W. Bush (1989-1993)
 2.85

Ronald Reagan (1981- 1989)
 0.48

Jimmy Carter (1977-1981)
 1.23
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Gerald R. Ford (1974-1977)
 1.36

Richard Nixon (1969-1974)
 0.59

Lyndon B. Johnson (1963-1969)
 2.18

John F. Kennedy (1961-1963)
 1.91

Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961)
 2.01

Harry S. Truman (1945-1953)
 3.48

Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933-1945)
 6.05

Herbert Hoover (1929-1933)
 5.58

Calvin Coolidge (1923-29)
 6.07

News conferences during first month in office
This list is in reverse chronological order. Excluded from this list are Gerald Ford, Lyndon B. Johnson, and
Truman because they were not elected but instead became president due to death or resignation. Trump's
first-month total may increase because there are still a few days left in his first month.

President First month

Donald Trump (since Jan. 20) 5

Barack Obama (2009-2017) 2

George W. Bush (2001-2009) 1

Bill Clinton (1993-2001) 3

George H.W. Bush (1989-1993) 2

Ronald Reagan (1981- 1989) 1

Jimmy Carter (1977-1981) 1

Richard Nixon (1969-1974) 2

John F. Kennedy (1961-1963) 4

SOURCE: The American Presidency Project
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Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961) 1

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele

 SHOW 3 COMMENTS

Stay updated, right in your news feed.  

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

My Account

Manage my Account

Mobile Customer Service

Sign Up For Newsletters

Contact

Help

FAQs

SOURCE: The American Presidency Project

Most Commented Most Shared

Nick Cafardo: Which players may be available in trade after…

Dick Albert, former Channel 5 weatherman, dies

What’s it like be an NFL quarterback at 40? We asked Warr…

Trump forsakes scenic traditions to vacation in the land of …

Trump administration advances religious researchers’ birth…

Trump increasingly isolated as disillusionment grows withi…

There’s one month left of summer. Here’s what you can’t m…

Former Patriots QB Jim Plunkett: ‘My life sucks’

Danny Amendola never considered retiring or playing for a …

Storms could bring hail and severe winds Saturday

Related
After Russia bombshells, Trump zeroes in on media

javascript:void(0);
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/bgcs
http://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/redsox/2017/08/05/nick-cafardo-which-players-may-available-trade-after-clearing-waivers/YN8ts6OKHITFkqfrInSYdM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/04/dick-albert-former-channel-weatherman-dies/0xnHrvczoHKMpncFyB3uKN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/04/dick-albert-former-channel-weatherman-dies/0xnHrvczoHKMpncFyB3uKN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/08/05/what-like-nfl-quarterback-asked-warren-moon-and-matt-hasselbeck/4VWO3lpzk7qqRxlgYgVTbM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/08/05/what-like-nfl-quarterback-asked-warren-moon-and-matt-hasselbeck/4VWO3lpzk7qqRxlgYgVTbM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/08/04/trump-forsakes-scenic-traditions-vacation-land-spray-tans-and-highway-barriers/egYdpPd9zAp06nCr85A99L/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/08/04/trump-forsakes-scenic-traditions-vacation-land-spray-tans-and-highway-barriers/egYdpPd9zAp06nCr85A99L/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/02/trump-administration-advances-religious-researchers-birth-control-claims/VmnXUDMN9qd74fLIW327oL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/02/trump-administration-advances-religious-researchers-birth-control-claims/VmnXUDMN9qd74fLIW327oL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/08/04/trump-increasingly-isolated-disillusionment-grows-within-his-own-party/yu8O1NrhRUIaeJDgInssFK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/08/04/trump-increasingly-isolated-disillusionment-grows-within-his-own-party/yu8O1NrhRUIaeJDgInssFK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2017/08/04/there-one-month-left-summer-here-what-you-can-miss/EVRju5BLaxbKZZSZmz8RiN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2017/08/04/there-one-month-left-summer-here-what-you-can-miss/EVRju5BLaxbKZZSZmz8RiN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/names/2017/08/04/fomer-patriots-jim-plunkett-life-sucks/eiVNO3CY0pndqmBEaP3taJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/names/2017/08/04/fomer-patriots-jim-plunkett-life-sucks/eiVNO3CY0pndqmBEaP3taJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/08/05/danny-amendola-never-considered-retiring-playing-for-team-other-than-patriots/w7xRRMcJgGV7q9IoGk8v3O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/08/05/danny-amendola-never-considered-retiring-playing-for-team-other-than-patriots/w7xRRMcJgGV7q9IoGk8v3O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/05/storms-could-bring-hail-and-severe-winds-saturday/Qtel29ZVWt2oPWxVdktqHK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/05/storms-could-bring-hail-and-severe-winds-saturday/Qtel29ZVWt2oPWxVdktqHK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/02/16/after-russia-bombshells-trump-zeroes-media/AyGDb9MVBdM2tdg99i8YWK/story.html?p1=Article_Inline_Bottom


Trump holding news conferences at frequent clip - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/2017/02/16/trump-holding-news-conferences-frequent-clip/g4xDfd6f1Gp7R2Lwe6G1wK/story.html[8/5/2017 4:24:10 PM]

Globe newsroom

Advertise

Social

Facebook

Twitter

Google+

More

ePaper

News in Education

Archives

Privacy policy

Terms of service

Terms of purchase

Work at Boston Globe Media

© 2017 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC


http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers

	bostonglobe.com
	Trump holding news conferences at frequent clip - The Boston Globe


	dSMkx3ZTZHMXdLL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwA: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 




