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Hand guns for sale at a gun shop in Merrimack, N.H.

US gun sales in 2016 appear to have already
set single-year record

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  DECEMBER 05,  2016

It appears more guns were sold in the United States during just the first 11 months of 2016 than in
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any previous year.

More than 24.7 million criminal background checks for gun transactions were processed between the

start of this year and the end of November, according to data from the FBI’s National Instant

Criminal Background Check System, or NICS.

By comparison, about 23.1 million such checks were

processed in all of 2015, which was the highest total ever

for a single year dating back to the late 1990s, when the

NICS began.

Those figures do not show how many guns were sold (no

data like that exists), but the background check numbers

are considered the best available indicator of gun sale

trends.

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

The total number of checks for 2016 will likely grow significantly once the final month of the year is in

the books. In most previous years, December was the busiest month for background checks. Last year,

a record 3.3 million checks were processed in December.

Each of the past 19 months have set new monthly records for background checks, and Black Friday

this year set a new record for the highest number of checks in a single day.

A total of 185,713 checks were processed on Black Friday, which narrowly edged out Black Friday last

year when 185,345 checks were processed, the data show.

The increasing numbers of checks in recent years has been
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attributed to fears that lawmakers might impose further

restrictions on gun ownership, particularly in the wake of

high-profile mass shootings and increased attention to how

the US experiences an unusually high amount of gun

violence compared to other developed nations.

For Massachusetts, 2016 will likely go down as the second-

highest total number of background checks.

Through November, 206,370 checks had been processed,

which would rank as third-highest all time for the state. Once December’s numbers come in, they will

likely push this year past the 210,453 checks processed statewide in 2012. But this year is unlikely to

eclipse the record 251,361 checks in 2013.

State data has also shown a rise in recent years in the number of active gun licenses in Massachusetts.

Nationally, the percentage of American households owning at least one gun has declined in recent

decades, but the total number of guns owned in the country has increased significantly over the years

as some gun owners have amassed stockpiles of firearms, studies have found.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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Woman lived with sister’s body in kitchen for more than year

MORE...

A cousin of the sisters discovered the body last month in the kitchen of the $1.2 million Brookline

home. 
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New England may face rapid climate shift

MORE...

New England is likely to experience a significantly greater rate of warming over the coming decades

than the rest of the planet, according to a new study.

A liberal arts college without English majors?

MORE...

As middle-class families struggle, so do small schools that have traditionally drawn from a regional,

middle-class pool of students.

The Ship may go down on Route 1

MORE...

Like the Hilltop, Weylu’s, and Route 1 Miniature Golf, the highway landmark may be demolished to

make way for development.

Healey wins showdown with Exxon Mobil

MORE...

Attorney General Maura Healey demanded company documents on climate change dating back 40

years. 

Bay Staters flocking to Medicaid

MORE...

An average of 6,000 new people have signed up for MassHealth, the state’s Medicaid program, every

month since mid-2015. 

‘I want to become the 55th mayor of the City of Boston’

MORE...

Boston City Councilor Tito Jackson vows a vigorous campaign against his friend and former ally

Mayor Martin Walsh. 

In the halls of high-tech MIT, he still paints professors’ names on doors

MORE...

If a name appears written in black letters on a professor’s office door at MIT, it’s more likely than

not that Glenn Silva put it there. 

Robert F. Kennedy saw conspiracy in JFK’s assassination
Robert F. Kennedy took on some of the Kennedy Administration’s hardest tasks, ones that created
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MORE...dangerous foes, and after the assassination, RFK wondered if one of them had done it. 

Baker urges Congress to keep key provisions of Obamacare

MORE...

As the GOP-controlled Congress moves rapidly to dismantle President Obama’s health care law,

Republican Governor Charlie Baker is staking out independent ground.

The Texans may be in for a temperature shock this weekend

MORE...

It’s been really warm in Houston lately, with highs in the 70s — and, despite this week’s thaw, it’s

back to reality in New England on Saturday.

Couple facing charges of running human trafficking ring
MORE...The husband and wife from West Roxbury were held on $500,000 bail. 

Double stabbing near Boston Common
MORE...Two men were stabbed on Tremont Street just before 4 p.m. Thursday, police said.

Another spring-like day before temperatures plummet

MORE...

The unseasonable weather, which came on a damp day, matched a mark set on Jan. 12, 1975, and in

1913. 

Patriots tight end ‘saved the day’ by fulfilling school fund-raiser

MORE...

Martellus Bennett gave $2,500 to the Maurice J. Tobin K-8 School, so they could buy books for a

reading space. 

Jackson’s campaign will put black voters in spotlight

MORE...

Boston’s black leaders have been yearning for the chance to run the city since former state

representative Mel King competed, and lost, in 1983. 
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Naturopaths get their own licensing board in Mass.

MORE...

Governor Charlie Baker signed into law a controversial bill that lincenses the alternative medicine

practitioners. 

10 things that happened at Trump’s press conference

MORE...

For the first time since July, the president-elect held a press conference — nine days before he is set

to be sworn into office. 

An L.L. Bean boot boycott is not the way to go

MORE...

L.L. Bean is a company committed to caring for the environment, generous with donations, and

good to its workers. 
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