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ISTOCK

Deaths while taking selfies, ‘killfies,’ are on
the rise

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  NOVEMBER 21, 2016

A new study has found that 127 people died worldwide while trying to take selfies between March

2014 and September of this year.
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The study, by scholars from Carnegie Mellon University and from two other colleges in India, defined

selfie-related casualties, or “killfies,” as “a death of an individual or a group of people that could have

been avoided had the individual(s) not been taking a selfie.”

The vast majority of selfie-related deaths that the study’s

authors uncovered, 76 of them, occurred in India, where

no-selfie zones were established recently to try to prevent

people from trying to take dangerous selfies in high-risk

areas.

Pakistan was a distant second with nine selfie-related

deaths, followed by the United States, with 8; Russia, 6;

China, 5; Philippines, 4; and Spain, 3.
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There were two selfie-related deaths apiece in: Indonesia; Portugal, Peru, and Turkey. There was one

apiece in: Romania, Australia, Mexico, South Africa, Italy, Chile, Serbia, and Nepal.
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Other highlights of the report include:

• Men accounted for about 76 percent of the deaths, suggesting they may be more prone to taking

dangerous selfies, the researchers said.

• Nearly three-quarters of victims were 29 years old or

younger. The researchers said that fit with the trend of

taking selfies being “really popular among millennials.”

• The most common reason for the deaths, accounting for

25 percent of them, was falling from an elevated location,

like off buildings or mountains, while trying to take a selfie.

Water-related deaths and ones involving both height and

water were tied as the next most common type, at 21

percent each. Next were cases involving trains, 12 percent;

weapons, 6 percent; and vehicles, 5.5 percent.

• While 127 people died, there were only 85 deadly incidents. That’s because multiple lives were lost

in 24 of the deadly selfie-taking attempts. (An example researchers provided was an incident in India

where a number of youths were boating in a lake. While trying to take a selfie, the boat tilted and

seven of them died.) The taking of “dangerous selfies not only puts the selfie-taker at a risk but also

can also be hazardous to the people around them,” the study concluded.

• The report said the data dates back to March 2014 because that is the earliest case the researchers
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were able to find of a selfie-related death. During 2014, there were 15 selfie-related deaths, followed

by 39 in 2015 and 73 in just the first nine months of 2016.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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Woman lived with sister’s body in kitchen for more than year

MORE...

A cousin of the sisters discovered the body last month in the kitchen of the $1.2 million Brookline

home. 

New England may face rapid climate shift

MORE...

New England is likely to experience a significantly greater rate of warming over the coming decades

than the rest of the planet, according to a new study.

A liberal arts college without English majors?

MORE...

As middle-class families struggle, so do small schools that have traditionally drawn from a regional,

middle-class pool of students.

The Ship may go down on Route 1

MORE...

Like the Hilltop, Weylu’s, and Route 1 Miniature Golf, the highway landmark may be demolished to

make way for development.

Healey wins showdown with Exxon Mobil

MORE...

Attorney General Maura Healey demanded company documents on climate change dating back 40

years. 
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Bay Staters flocking to Medicaid
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An average of 6,000 new people have signed up for MassHealth, the state’s Medicaid program, every

month since mid-2015. 
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MORE...

Boston City Councilor Tito Jackson vows a vigorous campaign against his friend and former ally

Mayor Martin Walsh. 
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MORE...

If a name appears written in black letters on a professor’s office door at MIT, it’s more likely than

not that Glenn Silva put it there. 

The Texans may be in for a temperature shock this weekend

MORE...

It’s been really warm in Houston lately, with highs in the 70s — and, despite this week’s thaw, it’s

back to reality in New England on Saturday.
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MORE...

Governor Charlie Baker signed into law a controversial bill that lincenses the alternative medicine

practitioners. 
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MORE...The husband and wife from West Roxbury were held on $500,000 bail. 

Robert F. Kennedy saw conspiracy in JFK’s assassination

MORE...

Robert F. Kennedy took on some of the Kennedy Administration’s hardest tasks, ones that created

dangerous foes, and after the assassination, RFK wondered if one of them had done it. 

Baker urges Congress to keep key provisions of Obamacare
As the GOP-controlled Congress moves rapidly to dismantle President Obama’s health care law,
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MORE...Republican Governor Charlie Baker is staking out independent ground.

Double stabbing near Boston Common
MORE...Two men were stabbed on Tremont Street just before 4 p.m. Thursday, police said.

Patriots tight end ‘saved the day’ by fulfilling school fund-raiser

MORE...

Martellus Bennett gave $2,500 to the Maurice J. Tobin K-8 School, so they could buy books for a

reading space. 

Another spring-like day before temperatures plummet

MORE...

The unseasonable weather, which came on a damp day, matched a mark set on Jan. 12, 1975, and in

1913. 

10 things that happened at Trump’s press conference

MORE...

For the first time since July, the president-elect held a press conference — nine days before he is set

to be sworn into office. 

An L.L. Bean boot boycott is not the way to go

MORE...

L.L. Bean is a company committed to caring for the environment, generous with donations, and

good to its workers. 

In Trump’s middle America, a sense of optimism
MORE...“I’m feeling good about America,” a small-business owner in Bellevue, Ohio, said. 

Emerson students get more time to cross the street

MORE...

Students had rallied for additional seconds to be tacked on at the busy crossing of Boylston and

Tremont streets. 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/republican-baker-urges-congress-keep-key-provisions-obamacare/lDKAPLhl09iSAmPXN0vVRP/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos13
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/republican-baker-urges-congress-keep-key-provisions-obamacare/lDKAPLhl09iSAmPXN0vVRP/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos13
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/republican-baker-urges-congress-keep-key-provisions-obamacare/lDKAPLhl09iSAmPXN0vVRP/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos13
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/double-stabbing-near-boston-common/F1ltnvXYK0Evv2S8hIcN2M/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos14
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/double-stabbing-near-boston-common/F1ltnvXYK0Evv2S8hIcN2M/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos14
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/double-stabbing-near-boston-common/F1ltnvXYK0Evv2S8hIcN2M/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos14
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/patriots-player-martellus-bennett-saves-day-fulfills-school-fundraiser/RB6alNpA1RB2DnvJyqRakN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos15
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/patriots-player-martellus-bennett-saves-day-fulfills-school-fundraiser/RB6alNpA1RB2DnvJyqRakN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos15
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/patriots-player-martellus-bennett-saves-day-fulfills-school-fundraiser/RB6alNpA1RB2DnvJyqRakN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos15
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/patriots-player-martellus-bennett-saves-day-fulfills-school-fundraiser/RB6alNpA1RB2DnvJyqRakN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos15
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/patriots-player-martellus-bennett-saves-day-fulfills-school-fundraiser/RB6alNpA1RB2DnvJyqRakN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos15
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/another-spring-like-day-before-temperatures-plummet/BzfCHRn1RMFxhMjF31ORQM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos16
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/another-spring-like-day-before-temperatures-plummet/BzfCHRn1RMFxhMjF31ORQM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos16
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/another-spring-like-day-before-temperatures-plummet/BzfCHRn1RMFxhMjF31ORQM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos16
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/another-spring-like-day-before-temperatures-plummet/BzfCHRn1RMFxhMjF31ORQM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos16
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/another-spring-like-day-before-temperatures-plummet/BzfCHRn1RMFxhMjF31ORQM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos16
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/here-what-happened-donald-trump-press-first-conference-six-months/1PgaNgev6Jlufi9DOWXNxO/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos17
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/here-what-happened-donald-trump-press-first-conference-six-months/1PgaNgev6Jlufi9DOWXNxO/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos17
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/here-what-happened-donald-trump-press-first-conference-six-months/1PgaNgev6Jlufi9DOWXNxO/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos17
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/here-what-happened-donald-trump-press-first-conference-six-months/1PgaNgev6Jlufi9DOWXNxO/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos17
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/here-what-happened-donald-trump-press-first-conference-six-months/1PgaNgev6Jlufi9DOWXNxO/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos17
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/bean-boot-boycott-not-way/nUiAdYaRO6ynzA6RcSMJON/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos18
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/bean-boot-boycott-not-way/nUiAdYaRO6ynzA6RcSMJON/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos18
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/bean-boot-boycott-not-way/nUiAdYaRO6ynzA6RcSMJON/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos18
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/bean-boot-boycott-not-way/nUiAdYaRO6ynzA6RcSMJON/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos18
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/bean-boot-boycott-not-way/nUiAdYaRO6ynzA6RcSMJON/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos18
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/10/journey-through-trump-america/5t4rR5PKa67zwe6g9XYLWN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos19
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/10/journey-through-trump-america/5t4rR5PKa67zwe6g9XYLWN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos19
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/10/journey-through-trump-america/5t4rR5PKa67zwe6g9XYLWN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos19
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/10/journey-through-trump-america/5t4rR5PKa67zwe6g9XYLWN/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos19
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/city-grants-emerson-students-request-for-longer-walk-signal/FNbEyy0KHxLyKFteakyjFI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos20
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/city-grants-emerson-students-request-for-longer-walk-signal/FNbEyy0KHxLyKFteakyjFI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos20
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/city-grants-emerson-students-request-for-longer-walk-signal/FNbEyy0KHxLyKFteakyjFI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos20
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/city-grants-emerson-students-request-for-longer-walk-signal/FNbEyy0KHxLyKFteakyjFI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos20
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/city-grants-emerson-students-request-for-longer-walk-signal/FNbEyy0KHxLyKFteakyjFI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos20


Deaths while taking selfies, ‘killfies,’ are on the rise - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/11/21/deaths-while-taking-selfies-killfies-are-rise/LRAIYi4XdG7g3ox0IT46hI/story.html[1/12/2017 9:02:00 PM]

MY ACCOUNT

LOGOUT

MANAGE MY ACCOUNT

DOWNLOAD CUSTOMER SERVICE APP

SIGN UP FOR NEWSLETTERS

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

EPAPER

NEWS IN EDUCATION

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

YOUR AD CHOICES

WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

SUBSCRIBE BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS EPAPER EDITION

Learn more

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

© 2017 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

Most Commented Most Shared

Legal Sea Foods chowder dropped from inauguration menu

Rural Americans are more likely to die from the top 5 cause…

Brookline woman found dead in home; sister may have live…

Obama awards Biden Presidential Medal of Freedom

Northeast will experience faster warming from climate chan…

CNN at war with Trump over what its reporting unleashed

A liberal arts college without English majors? N.H. school re…

Yes, the NFL really does have a ratings problem

Trump’s unchained ego takes center stage

Here’s why Sasha Obama was absent during her dad’s presi…

https://www.bostonglobe.com/logout?p1=BGFooter
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://www.bostonglobe.com/newsletters?p1=BGFooter_Newsletters
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/launch.aspx?pbid=2c60291d-c20c-4780-9829-b3d9a12687cf
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/termsofpurchase?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
https://subscribe.bostonglobe.com/B8829/?p1=BGFooter_DigitalSubscription
https://www.bostonglobe.com/insiders?p1=BGFooter
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/01/12/legal-sea-foods-chowder-dropped-from-inauguration-menu/197Ahz1bWsujX0Pq6FLc0O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/01/12/rural-americans-are-more-likely-die-from-top-causes-death/FFPY2khJWo0ivXzBmC3gqO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/01/12/rural-americans-are-more-likely-die-from-top-causes-death/FFPY2khJWo0ivXzBmC3gqO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/brookline-woman-found-dead-home-sister-may-have-lived-with-body-for-more-than-year/La0u6GpnNEWn8vu4nBC07I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/brookline-woman-found-dead-home-sister-may-have-lived-with-body-for-more-than-year/La0u6GpnNEWn8vu4nBC07I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/01/12/obama-awards-biden-presidential-medal-freedom/5zhMW6IRJFAreoJLB0FXWN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/01/12/obama-awards-biden-presidential-medal-freedom/5zhMW6IRJFAreoJLB0FXWN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/northeast-will-experience-faster-warming-from-climate-change-new-study-finds/nitce6eK8zqQN2LXZXgvwK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/northeast-will-experience-faster-warming-from-climate-change-new-study-finds/nitce6eK8zqQN2LXZXgvwK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/01/12/cnn-war-with-trump-over-what-its-reporting-unleashed/XISx92gjH1mNOPQ1RkwmUN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/01/12/cnn-war-with-trump-over-what-its-reporting-unleashed/XISx92gjH1mNOPQ1RkwmUN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/liberal-arts-college-without-english-majors-school-reinvents-itself/lby8w8rpfHkDHMsZK35liP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/liberal-arts-college-without-english-majors-school-reinvents-itself/lby8w8rpfHkDHMsZK35liP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/01/12/yes-nfl-really-does-have-ratings-problem/n21LcLrlkomPL2zKTTkZEI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/patriots/2017/01/12/yes-nfl-really-does-have-ratings-problem/n21LcLrlkomPL2zKTTkZEI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2017/01/11/trump-unchained-ego-takes-center-stage/1NP8GysJPIPT0GhCl3aioI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2017/01/11/trump-unchained-ego-takes-center-stage/1NP8GysJPIPT0GhCl3aioI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/01/10/here-why-sasha-obama-was-absent-during-her-dad-presidential-farewell/FHy3N8fzruoyEx3t8skqgI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2017/01/10/here-why-sasha-obama-was-absent-during-her-dad-presidential-farewell/FHy3N8fzruoyEx3t8skqgI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed

	bostonglobe.com
	Deaths while taking selfies, ‘killfies,’ are on the rise - The Boston Globe


	NveDBJVDQ2aEkvc3RvcnkuaHRtbAA=: 
	form5: 
	input3: 
	button1: 


	xzZT9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElENwA=: 
	form0: 
	lsd: AVrdpXSg
	href: https://www.facebook.com/globe
	new_ui: true
	action: like
	nobootload: 
	iframe_referer: https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/11/21/deaths-while-taking-selfies-killfies-are-rise/LRAIYi4XdG7g3ox0IT46hI/story.html
	r_ts: 1484272863
	ref: 
	xfbml: 1
	app_id: 751395421611272
	button3: 
	lsd_(1): AVrdpXSg
	href_(1): https://www.facebook.com/globe
	new_ui_(1): true
	action_(1): like
	nobootload_(1): 
	iframe_referer_(1): https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/11/21/deaths-while-taking-selfies-killfies-are-rise/LRAIYi4XdG7g3ox0IT46hI/story.html
	r_ts_(1): 1484272863
	ref_(1): 
	xfbml_(1): 1
	app_id_(1): 751395421611272




