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These 6 charts show the most common
reasons people need rescues in national
parks

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  NOVEMBER 18,  2016

A total of 46,609 people required search and rescue aid in the country’s national parks between

2004 and 2014.

The death toll from those incidents was 1,578, while another 13,957 people were injured or fell ill,

data from the National Park Service show. Search and rescue costs topped $51.4 million during that

span.

The National Park Service tracks detailed statistics on

search and rescue missions within its 84 million acres of

parks.

In 2014 alone, the most recent year for which data was

provided, a total of 3,409 people required search and

rescue assistance in a total of 2,658 incidents.
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Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

In that same year, the parks recorded more than 292 million visits.

This can be a dangerous
season for hikers in N.H.
wilderness
No time of year is busier for search and rescue

teams, or more dangerous for outdoors

enthusiasts, than right around now.

That means that for every 100,000 visits, 1 person needed search and rescue aid.

In 2014, 164 fatalities were reported from search and rescue cases, while 1,184 people were injured

or fell ill. More than $4 million was spent on those missions.

Earlier this week, the Globe reported that search and

rescue missions are frequent in New Hampshire, a
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heavily-forested state that features dozens of mountains

and popular hiking routes.

Data tracked by that state’s Fish and Game Department

show that someone needs to be rescued by that agency

from the New Hampshire wilderness every two-and-a-half

days, on average, and that the fall and winter seasons can

be particularly busy and dangerous.

The National Park Service’s detailed national statistics for 2014 provide other insights about search

and rescue missions:

• Men accounted for nearly 53 percent of people needing search and rescue aid.

MEN WOMEN UNKNOWN ANIMAL

Gender

52.8% 33.4% 13.8%

• People between ages 20 and 29 accounted for the largest share, about 17 percent, of people needing

help.

Created with Highcharts 4.0.4Percentages (%)6917121011150-1213-1920-2930-3940-4950-5960 or olderFor 19

percent of people, their age was 'unknown'
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• The most common places for search and rescue missions were mountains between 5,000 and

15,000 feet, which accounted for about one in five cases, followed by mountains and foothills below

5,000 feet, which accounted for another 15 percent of incidents. Missions in canyons were the next

most common.

Mountains between 5,000 and 15,000 feet
 20%

Mountains / Foothills below 5,000 feet
 15%
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River
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 9%

Forest
 7%

Ocean
 7%

Desert
 5%

Cliff / Rock
 4%

Lake
 3%



These 6 charts show the most common reasons people need rescues in national parks - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...ese-charts-show-most-common-reasons-people-need-rescues-national-parks/rmxtZQhUBrPDx76XIaexrI/story.html[1/12/2017 9:00:20 PM]

Cave / Mine
 2%

Urban
 2%

Grassland
 1%

Swamp
 1%

Mountains above 15,000 feet
 0%

• The most common activity that search and rescue subjects were doing at the time was daytime

hiking, which accounted for 42 percent of cases. Following that was overnight hiking, 13 percent;

non-motorized boating, 10 percent; motorized boating, 7.5 percent; and swimming, at 6 percent.

Hiking - Day Walking
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 1%
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 1%

• The most common factors that contributed to the people who needed help were: fatigue/physical

condition, 22.8 percent; people being insufficiently informed or making an error in judgment, 18.8

percent; falls, 10 percent; insufficient equipment, clothing, or experience, 8 percent; and darkness, 6

percent.

Fatigue / Physical Condition
 23%

Insufficient Info / Error in Judgement
 19%

Unknown
 13%

Falls
 10%

Insufficient Equip/Clothing/Experience
 8%

Darkness
 6%
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 4%
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 4%
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 2%
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 2%

Several other activity categories not shown above each accounted for less than 1 percent of all cases.
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• Subjects of searches were found within 24 hours in the vast majority of cases, about 93 percent. In

a small number of cases, about 3 percent of search missions, the worst-case outcome happened: The

subjects of the hunt were never found.

Found Within 24 Hours
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Found Between 24 and 48 Hours
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 1%

Found After One Week
 1%

Not Found



These 6 charts show the most common reasons people need rescues in national parks - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...ese-charts-show-most-common-reasons-people-need-rescues-national-parks/rmxtZQhUBrPDx76XIaexrI/story.html[1/12/2017 9:00:20 PM]

MY ACCOUNT

LOGOUT

MANAGE MY ACCOUNT

DOWNLOAD CUSTOMER SERVICE APP

SIGN UP FOR NEWSLETTERS

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

EPAPER

NEWS IN EDUCATION

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

SUBSCRIBE BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS EPAPER EDITION

Learn more

 3%

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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