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MARY SERREZE

Easthampton resident Andrew Goulet was one of several volunteers who hiked to the top of Mount Tom near

the Connecticut River over the weekend to remove racist and anti-Semitic graffiti.

Are we in an age of intolerance?

By Nestor Ramos
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Racist taunts ring out at a Cambridge gas station. Slurs and swastikas appear spray-painted on a
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Western Massachusetts mountain. Letters arrive at a Natick home espousing a townwide ban on

black people.

Even in Massachusetts, a locus of progressive politics, the days surrounding President-elect Donald

Trump’s victory on Tuesday have seen reports of incidents grounded in racial, ethnic, and religious

bias.

Attorney General Maura Healey announced a new hotline

to report harassment and intimidation on Monday — the

same day the FBI said that reports of hate crimes had

increased nationally in 2015, with anti-Muslim incidents at

their highest level since a spike after 9/11 in 2001.

Local and national advocacy groups say they’ve seen huge

increases in reports of such incidents in recent days.

Though the extent to which Trump’s victory contributed to

the influx of complaints was not clear, the alleged

perpetrators in several widely reported incidents have made overt references to him.
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“It’s really frightening. The fears of people are real,” said Eva Millona, executive director of the

Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition. “It speaks to how divisive the campaign

was. It’s frightening that in our state — one of the most welcoming states in the country — we have

seen that increase.”

Healey announces hot line
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discrimination
In light of people feeling targeted and harassed

after the election, Massachusetts residents can

report incidents of bias-based threats to the

Attorney General’s office throught a hot line.

In a statement citing reports of post-election incidents in announcing the hotline, Healey said the

state “will protect people’s rights, fight discrimination, and keep people safe.” The hotline can be

reached at 1-800-994-3228 or online.

“Our office here in Boston is receiving a dramatic increase in phone calls reporting bias-related

incidents — everything from vandalism to harassment to graffiti,” said Robert Trestan, regional

director of the Anti-Defamation League of New England. He estimated the call volume, including

donations and offers of help, has increased 10 to 20 percent over typical levels this week.
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Professor Brian Levin, director of the nonpartisan Center

for the Study of Hate & Extremism at California State

University San Bernardino, said research has shown that

some major news events — high-profile trials, terrorist

attacks — correlate with spikes in hate crimes.

“I think it’s clear that the election has been a catalytic

event,” Levin said. “Not only for people who are targeting

Muslims, immigrants, African Americans, and Jews, but for

a small fringe of violent people who call themselves

progressive.”

FBI statistics released Monday showed reports of hate crimes overall increased by about 6.7 percent

nationally in 2015, largely due to a 67 percent surge in crimes against Muslims.

Massachusetts had the highest rate of hate crime reports per capita, though the FBI discourages such

comparisons because documenting habits vary widely. Experts said Massachusetts routinely is at or

near the top of the data set because the state — and Boston in particular — is committed to full and

accurate reporting and prosecuting, while some entire states will report zero such crimes to the FBI.

And, Levin said, looking solely at hate crimes misses much of what’s going on.

“We are in such a highly charged world that traditional labels like ‘hate crime’ will leave out non-

criminal incidents,” Levin said, as well as “cases that are politically motivated.” The burning of a

Trump campaign office in North Carolina, for example, would not be classified as a hate crime but

was plainly election-related.

On Friday, the Southern Poverty Law Center, a hate-watch group, said it had received 201 complaints

of bias incidents, which includes reports that may not rise to the level of criminality. Six of the reports

were from Massachusetts.
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That swastikas and slurs would crop up in Massachusetts, where Trump lost to Hillary Clinton by a

sizable margin, is unsurprising, Levin said.

“People who harbor those views might feel now that they have wider support,” Levin said, adding they

may feel more free to express opinions that they had previously kept to themselves.

Several of the resulting incidents have received wide attention: A Natick man went to the police with

letters he said were left on his porch warning him about bringing black friends into the town. A postal

worker in Cambridge allegedly shouted racist epithets at a man who appeared to be Hispanic, a

witness said.

Even before the election, ugly graffiti appeared at the top of Mount Tom, a rocky peak on the

Connecticut River. On Friday, after reading about the anti-Semitic and racist messages on the

mountain, a small group climbed to the top with buckets and brushes to scrub away the hateful

messages.

Tom Peake, who lives nearby and can see Mount Tom from his window, said he had the day off —

Veterans Day — and decided to spend it “scrubbing away some swastikas.”

Peake, 28, and a self-described progressive, said the view of the mountain is among his favorite

things about his home.

“The way the light hits the mountain, it’s just really nice,” he said. “Someone made it ugly and sad

and scary to a lot of people.”

He declined to speculate about why someone might deface a small Western Massachusetts landmark.

“I’ve been speculating all year,” he said, “and I’ve been wrong about everything.”

Matt Rocheleau of the Globe staff contributed to this report. Nestor Ramos can be reached at

nestor.ramos@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @NestorARamos.

 SHOW 93 COMMENTS

Stay updated, right in your news feed.  

javascript:void(0);
mailto:nestor.ramos@globe.com
http://twitter.com/NestorARamos
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


Incidents in election’s aftermath spark fears - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/11/14/incidents-election-aftermath-spark-fears/XYRYUTZgisv2z9munPOtHL/story.html[1/12/2017 8:49:15 PM]

Most Popular In Metro 

Woman lived with sister’s body in kitchen for more than year

MORE...

A cousin of the sisters discovered the body last month in the kitchen of the $1.2 million Brookline

home. 

New England may face rapid climate shift

MORE...

New England is likely to experience a significantly greater rate of warming over the coming decades

than the rest of the planet, according to a new study.

A liberal arts college without English majors?

MORE...

As middle-class families struggle, so do small schools that have traditionally drawn from a regional,

middle-class pool of students.

The Ship may go down on Route 1

MORE...

Like the Hilltop, Weylu’s, and Route 1 Miniature Golf, the highway landmark may be demolished to

make way for development.

Healey wins showdown with Exxon Mobil

MORE...

Attorney General Maura Healey demanded company documents on climate change dating back 40

years. 

Bay Staters flocking to Medicaid

MORE...

An average of 6,000 new people have signed up for MassHealth, the state’s Medicaid program, every

month since mid-2015. 

‘I want to become the 55th mayor of the City of Boston’

MORE...

Boston City Councilor Tito Jackson vows a vigorous campaign against his friend and former ally

Mayor Martin Walsh. 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro?p1=Article_LatestInLink
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/brookline-woman-found-dead-home-sister-may-have-lived-with-body-for-more-than-year/La0u6GpnNEWn8vu4nBC07I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos1
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/brookline-woman-found-dead-home-sister-may-have-lived-with-body-for-more-than-year/La0u6GpnNEWn8vu4nBC07I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos1
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/brookline-woman-found-dead-home-sister-may-have-lived-with-body-for-more-than-year/La0u6GpnNEWn8vu4nBC07I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos1
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/brookline-woman-found-dead-home-sister-may-have-lived-with-body-for-more-than-year/La0u6GpnNEWn8vu4nBC07I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos1
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/brookline-woman-found-dead-home-sister-may-have-lived-with-body-for-more-than-year/La0u6GpnNEWn8vu4nBC07I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos1
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/northeast-will-experience-faster-warming-from-climate-change-new-study-finds/nitce6eK8zqQN2LXZXgvwK/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos2
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/northeast-will-experience-faster-warming-from-climate-change-new-study-finds/nitce6eK8zqQN2LXZXgvwK/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos2
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/northeast-will-experience-faster-warming-from-climate-change-new-study-finds/nitce6eK8zqQN2LXZXgvwK/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos2
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/northeast-will-experience-faster-warming-from-climate-change-new-study-finds/nitce6eK8zqQN2LXZXgvwK/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos2
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/northeast-will-experience-faster-warming-from-climate-change-new-study-finds/nitce6eK8zqQN2LXZXgvwK/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos2
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/liberal-arts-college-without-english-majors-school-reinvents-itself/lby8w8rpfHkDHMsZK35liP/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos3
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/liberal-arts-college-without-english-majors-school-reinvents-itself/lby8w8rpfHkDHMsZK35liP/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos3
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/liberal-arts-college-without-english-majors-school-reinvents-itself/lby8w8rpfHkDHMsZK35liP/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos3
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/liberal-arts-college-without-english-majors-school-reinvents-itself/lby8w8rpfHkDHMsZK35liP/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos3
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/liberal-arts-college-without-english-majors-school-reinvents-itself/lby8w8rpfHkDHMsZK35liP/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos3
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/the-ship-may-down-route/pXRbhRx2yvV1eZ2SaDHiBI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos4
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/the-ship-may-down-route/pXRbhRx2yvV1eZ2SaDHiBI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos4
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/the-ship-may-down-route/pXRbhRx2yvV1eZ2SaDHiBI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos4
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/the-ship-may-down-route/pXRbhRx2yvV1eZ2SaDHiBI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos4
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/the-ship-may-down-route/pXRbhRx2yvV1eZ2SaDHiBI/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos4
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/healey-wins-showdown-with-exxon-mobil/HwActch6RI8WQVKdlfJJ9I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos5
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/healey-wins-showdown-with-exxon-mobil/HwActch6RI8WQVKdlfJJ9I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos5
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/healey-wins-showdown-with-exxon-mobil/HwActch6RI8WQVKdlfJJ9I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos5
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/healey-wins-showdown-with-exxon-mobil/HwActch6RI8WQVKdlfJJ9I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos5
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/healey-wins-showdown-with-exxon-mobil/HwActch6RI8WQVKdlfJJ9I/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos5
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/bay-staters-flocking-medicaid/j4jVEYsLi8neWd4EnyUkoJ/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos6
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/bay-staters-flocking-medicaid/j4jVEYsLi8neWd4EnyUkoJ/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos6
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/bay-staters-flocking-medicaid/j4jVEYsLi8neWd4EnyUkoJ/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos6
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/bay-staters-flocking-medicaid/j4jVEYsLi8neWd4EnyUkoJ/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos6
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/12/bay-staters-flocking-medicaid/j4jVEYsLi8neWd4EnyUkoJ/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos6
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/want-become-mayor-city-boston/TYzhdBedgz1V0eidjiBwUM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos7
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/want-become-mayor-city-boston/TYzhdBedgz1V0eidjiBwUM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos7
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/want-become-mayor-city-boston/TYzhdBedgz1V0eidjiBwUM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos7
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/want-become-mayor-city-boston/TYzhdBedgz1V0eidjiBwUM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos7
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/01/11/want-become-mayor-city-boston/TYzhdBedgz1V0eidjiBwUM/story.html?p1=Article_Recommended_ReadMore_Pos7


Incidents in election’s aftermath spark fears - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/11/14/incidents-election-aftermath-spark-fears/XYRYUTZgisv2z9munPOtHL/story.html[1/12/2017 8:49:15 PM]

In the halls of high-tech MIT, he still paints professors’ names on doors

MORE...

If a name appears written in black letters on a professor’s office door at MIT, it’s more likely than

not that Glenn Silva put it there. 

The Texans may be in for a temperature shock this weekend

MORE...

It’s been really warm in Houston lately, with highs in the 70s — and, despite this week’s thaw, it’s

back to reality in New England on Saturday.

Naturopaths get their own licensing board in Mass.

MORE...

Governor Charlie Baker signed into law a controversial bill that lincenses the alternative medicine

practitioners. 

Couple facing charges of running human trafficking ring
MORE...The husband and wife from West Roxbury were held on $500,000 bail. 

Robert F. Kennedy saw conspiracy in JFK’s assassination

MORE...

Robert F. Kennedy took on some of the Kennedy Administration’s hardest tasks, ones that created

dangerous foes, and after the assassination, RFK wondered if one of them had done it. 

Baker urges Congress to keep key provisions of Obamacare

MORE...

As the GOP-controlled Congress moves rapidly to dismantle President Obama’s health care law,

Republican Governor Charlie Baker is staking out independent ground.

Double stabbing near Boston Common
MORE...Two men were stabbed on Tremont Street just before 4 p.m. Thursday, police said.

Patriots tight end ‘saved the day’ by fulfilling school fund-raiser

MORE...

Martellus Bennett gave $2,500 to the Maurice J. Tobin K-8 School, so they could buy books for a

reading space. 
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Another spring-like day before temperatures plummet

MORE...

The unseasonable weather, which came on a damp day, matched a mark set on Jan. 12, 1975, and in

1913. 

10 things that happened at Trump’s press conference

MORE...

For the first time since July, the president-elect held a press conference — nine days before he is set

to be sworn into office. 

An L.L. Bean boot boycott is not the way to go

MORE...

L.L. Bean is a company committed to caring for the environment, generous with donations, and

good to its workers. 

In Trump’s middle America, a sense of optimism
MORE...“I’m feeling good about America,” a small-business owner in Bellevue, Ohio, said. 

Emerson students get more time to cross the street

MORE...

Students had rallied for additional seconds to be tacked on at the busy crossing of Boylston and

Tremont streets. 
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Legal Sea Foods chowder dropped from inauguration menu

Brookline woman found dead in home; sister may have live…

Rural Americans are more likely to die from the top 5 cause…

Obama awards Biden Presidential Medal of Freedom
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