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The FBI headquarters in Washington.

Hate crimes against Muslims were up by 67
percent in 2015

By Christina A. Cassidy

ASSOCIATED PRESS  NOVEMBER 14, 2016

The number of hate crimes reported to police increased by about 6.7 percent last year, led largely by a

67 percent surge in crimes against Muslims, according to FBI statistics released Monday.
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Civil rights groups had been raising concerns about an anti-Muslim backlash in the U.S. even before

the terror attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, Calif., late in the year. The report, which covers

calendar year 2015, comes at a time of heightened tensions following last week’s presidential election.

There have been reports of racist and anti-religious

episodes since Tuesday that have sparked outrage,

including students at one school who chanted ‘‘white

power’’ and a videotaped assault in Chicago that showed

black men beating a white man as onlookers screamed,

‘‘You voted Trump!’’ In 2008, after Barack Obama was

elected as the nation’s first black president, there were also

suspected cases of alleged hate crimes tied to the election.

In 2015, there were 257 incidents of anti-Muslim bias compared to 154 incidents the prior year. The

total is second only to the surge in hate crimes following the 9/11 terror attacks in 2001.

Get Ground Game in your inbox:
Daily updates and analysis on national politics from James
Pindell.

In 2001, 481 incidents of anti-Muslim bias were reported, the highest total in a single year since at

least 1995, the earliest year of hate crime data the FBI had posted online.

Prior to 2001, the number of incidents nationwide ranged between about two and three dozen

annually. After the peak year in 2001, the figures have fluctuated between about 100 and 150 reports

annually.

Last year’s increase could be due, in part, to increased reporting by victims as well as better reporting

and tracking by law enforcement agencies, although the number of all law enforcement agencies

sending their data to the FBI decreased about 3 percent between 2014 and 2015.
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In June, a report by the Council on American-Islamic

Relations and the Center for Race and Gender at University

of California Berkeley said there was a surge in anti-

Muslim incidents at mosques in the United States during

2015. The report blamed the trend on backlash from

terrorist attacks and the rhetoric of then-presumptive

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump.

The FBI plans to publish 2016 data on hate crimes next

fall.

Reports of hate crimes in the US have fluctuated somewhat year to year, but generally have followed a

downward pattern since peaking at 9,730 incidents during 2001, the year that anti-Muslim incidents

peaked.

However, last year the number of reported hate crimes nationwide increased from 5,479 to 5,850.

The most common type were incidents motivated by race, ethnicity, or ancestry, which accounted for

about 57 percent of incidents. That number was up by 29 percent from the year before. About 53

percent of those cases involved anti-black or anti-African-American motivation.

The next most common type of hate crime, religion-based incidents, increased by 23 percent.

Jews and Jewish institutions remained the most frequent target of such crimes, representing 53

percent of all those reported.

While hate crimes have earned a special legal designation because of their cruel nature of targeting

minority groups, they account for a small fraction of all crime in the United States.
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Matt Rocheleau of the Globe staff contributed to this report. Matt Rocheleau can be reached at

matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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‘It’s not partisan chowder’: Legal Sea Foods dropped from inauguration menu

MORE...

Inaugural festivities have traditionally included the company’s clam chowder, but so far it appears it

has been frozen out. 

Woman lived with sister’s body in kitchen for more than year

MORE...

A cousin of the sisters discovered the body last month in the kitchen of the $1.2 million Brookline

home. 

Rural Americans are more likely to die from the top 5 causes of death
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Heart disease, cancer, unintentional injury, chronic lower respiratory disease, and stroke accounted

for 62 percent of the total 1.6 million deaths in the United States in 2014.

Obama awards Biden Presidential Medal of Freedom

MORE...

In a surprise move, President Barack Obama awarded Vice President Joe Biden with the highest

civilian honor Thursday.

A liberal arts college without English majors?

MORE...

As middle-class families struggle, so do small schools that have traditionally drawn from a regional,

middle-class pool of students.

Yes, the NFL really does have a ratings problem

MORE...

NFL ratings are trending downward. The election exacerbated that, and there’s little that suggests

anything will change in 2017.

The Ship may go down on Route 1

MORE...

Like the Hilltop, Weylu’s, and Route 1 Miniature Golf, the highway landmark may be demolished to

make way for development.

Trump’s unchained ego takes center stage

MORE...

This was no press conference. It was a rambling, bizarre entertainment show starring the president-

elect.

CNN at war with Trump over what its reporting unleashed

MORE...

A week before the inauguration, CNN is at war with an incoming president, not necessarily for what

it reported but for what its reporting unleashed.

Here’s why Sasha Obama was absent during her dad’s presidential farewell
It was a question asked by many during President Obama’s farewell speech on Tuesday night: Where
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L.L. Bean pleads: Don’t boycott us over Trump donation

MORE...

The granddaughter of the company’s founder donated to a pro-Trump group, which spurred a

boycott. And that was just the beginning.

New England may face rapid climate shift

MORE...

New England is likely to experience a significantly greater rate of warming over the coming decades

than the rest of the planet, according to a new study.

EPA accuses Fiat Chrysler of secretly exceeding emissions standards

MORE...

The Environmental Protection Agency on Thursday accused Fiat Chrysler of using secret software

that allowed illegal excess emissions from at least 104,000 diesel vehicles.

Even in Houston, there is little hope for Texans

MORE...

Almost no one in the Texans’ hometown is giving them a chance to win this mismatch with the

Patriots. 

Healey wins showdown with Exxon Mobil

MORE...

Attorney General Maura Healey demanded company documents on climate change dating back 40

years. 

At home and abroad, Obama’s trail of disasters

MORE...

As the 44th president departs, he leaves behind a world more dangerous, a country more divided,

and a national mood more toxic.

What was in those folders at Donald Trump’s press conference?
The campaign wouldn’t let reporters look at them. Trump never got around to discussing the
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