
Boston schools offer counseling, support for students, staff after stunning Trump win - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...ools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win/ZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK/story.html[1/12/2017 8:19:22 PM]

     88 

JESSICA RINALDI/GLOBE STAFF

School Superintendent Tommy Chang.

Boston schools encourage unity for students,
staff

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  NOVEMBER 09, 2016

E-MAIL FACEBOOK TWITTER GOOGLE+ LINKEDIN

1 st PrdBOS 0
NSH 0

javascript:print();
javascript:print();
https://www.bostonglobe.com/staff/rocheleau
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo
https://www.bostonglobe.com/?p1=BGHeader_Logo
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2016%2F11%2F09%2Fboston-schools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win%2FZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Boston schools encourage unity for students, staff
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2016%2F11%2F09%2Fboston-schools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win%2FZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Boston schools encourage unity for students, staff
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Boston schools encourage unity for students, staff&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2016%2F11%2F09%2Fboston-schools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win%2FZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Boston schools encourage unity for students, staff&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2016%2F11%2F09%2Fboston-schools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win%2FZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2016%2F11%2F09%2Fboston-schools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win%2FZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2016%2F11%2F09%2Fboston-schools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win%2FZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2016%2F11%2F09%2Fboston-schools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win%2FZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Boston schools encourage unity for students, staff&summary=School+officials+said+they+believed+this+was+the+first+time+the+district+had+ever+offered+such+support+after+an+election.
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2016%2F11%2F09%2Fboston-schools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win%2FZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Boston schools encourage unity for students, staff&summary=School+officials+said+they+believed+this+was+the+first+time+the+district+had+ever+offered+such+support+after+an+election.
https://www.bostonglobe.com/live/344603?p1=BGHeader_SmartBar_Scores_NHL
https://www.bostonglobe.com/live/344603?p1=BGHeader_SmartBar_Scores_NHL
https://www.bostonglobe.com/live/344603?p1=BGHeader_SmartBar_Scores_NHL
https://www.bostonglobe.com/live/344603?p1=BGHeader_SmartBar_Scores_NHL
https://www.bostonglobe.com/live/344603?p1=BGHeader_SmartBar_Scores_NHL
https://www.bostonglobe.com/live/344603?p1=BGHeader_SmartBar_Scores_NHL


Boston schools offer counseling, support for students, staff after stunning Trump win - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...ools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win/ZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK/story.html[1/12/2017 8:19:22 PM]

The stunning finale to a divisive election season rippled through schools in Massachusetts and

beyond Wednesday, prompting administrators to offer support for students, teachers, and families

and to encourage unity and tolerance.

Boston Superintendent Tommy Chang, in a districtwide letter to teachers and parents, offered advice

and resources in the wake of Republican Donald Trump’s victory over Democrat Hillary Clinton.

Chang also said counselors were available for students and staff who might have fears or concerns

after Tuesday’s vote.

School officials said they believed this was the first time the

district had ever offered such support after an election.

“Our country is experiencing historic change today,” Chang

wrote in the letter, posted on the district’s website. “Many

of our students and fellow educators are still processing the

outcome.’’
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He added: “It is important today to be strong for our students and each other. We honor our

democratic values and traditions, and we will carry on with our mission to educate, support and

prepare our students for success.”

Chang acknowledged that the coming days and weeks might be challenging for some and celebratory

for others.

The Boston schools serve a large number of students who are minorities or are from immigrant

Sign Up

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstzVj5ZghOIMRr47poqYi9XzW9BHdH_b_zchEIDwu_moUgY8IUocNdExevIlTvrf7xOtMma_74uaffqqcxvM4juyv1eEJuhdT-fzYd_MsWWlGNjTyIjZTHVyjD91My0kPPabuQyuJ6LnieplWyIuM1Ns9I6apw5d5TMvy8FhtGi41Sw1obye2bzwVQOFvkJYvO2MP5IT20SDa7t315dx9DF9eCM-H1NyXcJv1J84bqz4VobmVhBkNrwWDytBlKH7Qt-ZGDpjHufLZ2rNIYxDY-RcL27AOPj5CxFSxMWPsLnZh6Nhdoqt-8epSzU4wEIW9ye32B0BiRspF3KM1-ebsUv6Lfj0SwQ5PCNCUiloIjHwjtw_JKUZVFYsRJyw0cR9bC1GgWpxRPdZr759c4wATik7wzDCbjfIZ-8468pYJ7AK9Kg5NfOunf64bdOIE-dfBDWS-K5Fdg7mKYkdbPPSvFF6Isob2NdWDYh2tZCKjpoCug4nAtBXgeHxK2o9V6msTD8Ydz0Rd9-8oHXQm0NvOjWWar6ucrKbSbo8gs_is3ar0JSM-MYcp0Ivh_IshTOU5vmvwZy5SOZvAxtEUIEUvibvDop-hFS2il_w4Ous-FFkpDEC-97egQ-Gxnv48oXL-tSSRVpsN6nxVwpqAkB&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDn5qEmGpCBs&urlfix=1&adurl=https://objectrocket.com/elasticsearch-free-trial%3Futm_medium%3Ddisplay-prosp%26utm_source%3Dgdn%26utm_campaign%3Dna_dst-fa_nosql-kywd%26utm_content%3Dkillerdashboards%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
http://bostonpublicschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=14&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=11269&PageID=1


Boston schools offer counseling, support for students, staff after stunning Trump win - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...ools-offer-counseling-support-for-students-staff-after-stunning-trump-win/ZUqpKtQPs99EOLsRo2YMPK/story.html[1/12/2017 8:19:22 PM]

families or both, who school officials said might have been particularly concerned following Trump’s

win.

Chang also tweeted a supportive message to students

Wednesday morning, saying “Students, we [heart emoji]

you. You are intelligent & beautiful. We are here for you

today & always. Please share your feelings today.”

Palma McLaughlin said her 14-year-old daughter, a Boston

schools student, was upset Wednesday morning about the

election results, and “we had a long conversation.”

McLaughlin said it was important for schools to help

students process the election, but that it was also a job for

parents and elected officials.

“I think this is a great opportunity for them to lead by example,” she said.

Around the country, school leaders issued similar messages either to staff or to their entire school

communities, including those in New York City, Ohio, Illinois, and Missouri.

Locally, Chelsea schools Superintendent Mary M. Bourque said in a letter written in both English and

Spanish and posted on the school’s website that now is a time for the nation to “heal.”

“Without doubt, there has been so much fear and hate in this campaign that I feel compelled to

simply and emphatically state to you that we, Chelsea educators, love this community,” Bourque

wrote. “We love our students and we love our families.”

In Winchester, Superintendent Judith A. Evans wrote in an e-mailed letter to parents, “Whatever our

personal feelings about the outcome, we know that [students] are watching, listening, and learning

from our reactions to it.”

“We must continue to prepare them to think for themselves, ask critical questions, treat others with

respect, and embrace, celebrate, and value those who are different from us,” Evans wrote.

At Phillips Academy in Andover, Head of School John Palfrey scrapped his planned topic for a weekly
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“all school’’ meeting to address the election before an overflow crowd of students and staff.

“The thing that hurts the most about this election, for many people — and here, I speak for myself,

too — is that too much of the rhetoric has been about exclusion, not inclusion; it has been about hate

and not about love; it has been about putting some people above others,” Palfrey said, according to a

copy of his remarks.

“Let me make one thing perfectly clear: There is absolutely no place for that kind of divisive and

hateful rhetoric at Andover,” he added. “We can disagree about laws and policies and politics — and,

in fact, we must. But we cannot embrace the hateful aspects of the campaign we have just witnessed.”

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau @globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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