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Statuettes depicting presidential candidates Donald Trump (left) and Hillary Clinton were displayed in a shop

in Naples, Italy.
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More than half of millennials would rather that a giant meteor hit the earth, a lottery be held for

president, or have President Obama serve for life, than have Democrat Hillary Clinton or Republican

Donald Trump be elected, according to a new poll.

The poll, conducted by the University of Massachusetts Lowell and social media platform, Odyssey,

asked respondents to pick from a series of hypothetical scenarios, including humorous ones.

Twelve percent listed a giant meteor ahead of all other

choices, 12 percent a random lottery for president, and 27

percent picked Obama for life.

“We do not take our respondents at their word that they

are earnestly interested in seeing the world end,” said Prof.

Joshua Dyck, co-director of UMass Lowell’s Center for

Public Opinion, in a statement. “But we do take their

willingness to rank two constitutional crises and a giant

meteor ahead of these two candidates with startling

frequency as a sign of displeasure.”
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The wide-ranging poll had a number of other, serious findings about millennials’ views, including:

— The majority of likely voters among former supporters of Bernie Sanders are voting for Clinton.

— Trust in government institutions is low.

— 58 percent support the legalization and recreational use
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of marijuana.

The national survey asked 1,247 American adults between

the ages of 18 to 35 about their opinions on the candidates

and the election. The poll was conducted over three days in

October.

The idea of a meteor being a better option than the current

candidates is not entirely random.

A software engineer from Nashville — and others — have been selling bumper stickers that read,

“Giant Meteor 2016. Just End it Already” for months.

The depressing yet bipartisan sticker resonated with young voters after it was shared widely by

comedian Chris Rock on Twitter. For some, it has become a running joke.

Below are the highlights of the poll:
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Steve Annear can be reached at steve.annear@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @steveannear.
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