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A TV van with pictures of both candidates at Hofstra University.

Some people were betting on Monday’s
debate — literally

By Matt Rocheleau
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What’s going to happen in Monday night’s high-stakes showdown between Donald Trump and
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Hillary Clinton?

A lot of people are dying to know.

Online wagering websites, normally focused on sports

games, think they have some answers.

For example, popular sports gambling website Bovada

listed this wager: “Which event will have a higher Nielsen

rating [a measure of television viewership]?” The choices:

the debate, which starts at 9 p.m., or the Monday Night

Football game at 8:30 p.m., which will feature the Atlanta

Falcons and the New Orleans Saints.

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

As of Monday morning, the oddsmakers were strongly favoring — with a 96.15 percent probability —

that the debate would draw better ratings than America’s favorite sport.

Other bets and probabilities listed on the site:

• Will Trump say “Crooked Hillary”? (Yes was favored, at 60.78 percent)

• Will Clinton say “bigot” or “bigotry”? (Yes was favored, at

69.7 percent)

• Will Clinton say “deplorable”? (No was favored, at 66.67

percent)

• Will Trump say “build the wall” or “build a wall”? (Yes
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Most Popular In Metro 

was favored, at 77.78 percent)

The website had in recent days posted bets on what color

tie Trump would wear and the color of Clinton’s jacket, but

neither wardrobe wager appeared on the site Monday morning.

The site also lets users bet on the outcome of the election.

The site puts “Democratic party” as a favorite (68.25 percent) over the “Republican party.”

(A word to the wise: It’s not clear whether it’s legal to make these kind of bets in Massachusetts.

Among other things, there is a state law against betting on the outcome of a political election.)

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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Woman lived with sister’s body in kitchen for more than year

MORE...

A cousin of the sisters discovered the body last month in the kitchen of the $1.2 million Brookline

home. 

The Ship may go down on Route 1
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MORE...

Like the Hilltop, Weylu’s, and Route 1 Miniature Golf, the highway landmark may be demolished to

make way for development.

A liberal arts college without English majors?

MORE...

As middle-class families struggle, so do small schools that have traditionally drawn from a regional,

middle-class pool of students.

Healey wins showdown with Exxon Mobil

MORE...

Attorney General Maura Healey demanded company documents on climate change dating back 40

years. 

Bay Staters flocking to Medicaid

MORE...

An average of 6,000 new people have signed up for MassHealth, the state’s Medicaid program, every

month since mid-2015. 

Patriots tight end ‘saved the day’ by fulfilling school fund-raiser

MORE...

Martellus Bennett gave $2,500 to the Maurice J. Tobin K-8 School, so they could buy books for a

reading space. 

Baker urges Congress to keep key provisions of Obamacare

MORE...

As the GOP-controlled Congress moves rapidly to dismantle President Obama’s health care law,

Republican Governor Charlie Baker is staking out independent ground.

‘I want to become the 55th mayor of the City of Boston’

MORE...

Boston City Councilor Tito Jackson vows a vigorous campaign against his friend and former ally

Mayor Martin Walsh. 

In the halls of high-tech MIT, he still paints professors’ names on doors
If a name appears written in black letters on a professor’s office door at MIT, it’s more likely than
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MORE...not that Glenn Silva put it there. 

10 things that happened at Trump’s press conference

MORE...

For the first time since July, the president-elect held a press conference — nine days before he is set

to be sworn into office. 

Electricians who rescued cat from I-93 girder to be honored

MORE...

The People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals will give IBEW Local 103 a certificate of recognition

this week.

Blackstone man sought in murder of his elderly father
MORE...Worcester District Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr. declined to say how Walter Armstrong, 83, was killed. 

Double stabbing near Boston Common
MORE...Two men were stabbed on Tremont Street just before 4 p.m. Thursday, police said.

Another spring-like day before temperatures plummet

MORE...

The unseasonable weather, which came on a damp day, matched a mark set on Jan. 12, 1975, and in

1913. 

With too few nurses for kids’ home care, parents push for action

MORE...

The parents of severely ill children are hoping Beacon Hill will raise reimbursement rates for nurses

who care for kids in their homes.

Naturopaths get their own licensing board in Mass.

MORE...

Governor Charlie Baker signed into law a controversial bill that lincenses the alternative medicine

practitioners. 
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