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Gun enthusiasts looked at weapons for sale at a gun show in Fort Worth, Texas, in June.

The demographics of gun owners, and why
they own them

By Matt Rocheleau
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Researchers from Harvard and Northeastern universities released some of findings from a new study
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on gun ownership in America this week.

One of the more striking results of the study was that half of the guns in the United States are owned

just 3 percent of adults in the country.

The study has not yet been published, but a summary of its

findings was released exclusively this week to a pair of

news outlets, the Guardian and the Trace.

The study was based on a survey of nearly 4,000 adults,

researchers said. The full results of the study are

undergoing peer review and are due to be released next fall

by the Russell Sage Foundation.

Get Fast Forward in your inbox:
Forget yesterday's news. Get what you need today in this
early-morning email.

Below are data on some additional findings researchers provided to the two news outlets.

The figures show some clear trends, including that gun owners in 2015 were most likely to be white

men, over 45 years old, with at least some college education, conservative views, and living in rural

areas. Military veterans were more likely to own a gun than nonveterans. Similarly, people who grew

up with a gun in their household were more likely to own than those who did not. The most common

reason for owning a gun was for protection against other people:

AGE
18-29

Any firearm 13%

Handgun only 3%

Long gun only 4%

6%

Percentage who own a firearm, 2015
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Both

30-44
Any firearm 21%

Handgun only 6%

Long gun only 4%

Both 10%

45-59
Any firearm 24%

Handgun only 6%

Long gun only 5%

Both 13%

60+
Any firearm 25%

Handgun only 6%

Long gun only 5%

Both 14%

SEX
Male

Any firearm 32%

Handgun only 7%

Long gun only 8%

Both 18%

Female
Any firearm 12%

Handgun only 5%

Long gun only 2%

Both 5%

RACE
White

Any firearm 25%

Handgun only 5%

Long gun only 6%

Both 13%

Hispanic
Any firearm 16%

Handgun only 6%

Long gun only 3%

Both 7%

Black
Any firearm 14%

Handgun only 8%

Long gun only 1%

Both 5%

Multi-racial
Any firearm 25%

Handgun only 4%

Long gun only 6%
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Both 15%

COMMUNITY
Urban

Any firearm 15%

Handgun only 6%

Long gun only 3%

Both 7%

Suburban
Any firearm 19%

Handgun only 6%

Long gun only 4%

Both 10%

Rural
Any firearm 33%

Handgun only 5%

Long gun only 9%

Both 19%

EDUCATION
Less than high school

Any firearm 11%

Handgun only 4%

Long gun only 3%

Both 5%

High school
Any firearm 23%

Handgun only 6%

Long gun only 5%

Both 12%

Some college
Any firearm 26%

Handgun only 6%

Long gun only 5%

Both 15%

College
Any firearm 20%

Handgun only 5%

Long gun only 5%

Both 10%

ANNUAL INCOME
Less than $25,000

Any firearm 13%

Handgun only 4%

Long gun only 3%

Both 6%

$25,000-$59,999
Any firearm 22%

Handgun only 6%
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Long gun only 5%

Both 11%

$60,000-$99,999
Any firearm 24%

Handgun only 7%

Long gun only 4%

Both 12%

$100,000+
Any firearm 25%

Handgun only 5%

Long gun only 6%

Both 14%

MILITARY SERVICE
Veteran

Any firearm 44%

Handgun only 10%

Long gun only 9%

Both 25%

Non-veteran
Any firearm 19%

Handgun only 5%

Long gun only 4%

Both 10%

GREW UP WITH GUN
Yes

Any firearm 35%

Handgun only 7%

Long gun only 8%

Both 20%

No
Any firearm 9%

Handgun only 4%

Long gun only 2%

Both 3%

Don't know
Any firearm 17%

Handgun only 9%

Long gun only 4%

Both 4%

PATRICK GARVIN/GLOBE STAFF
SOURCES: Harvard Injury Control Research Center; Northeastern University; The Trace; The Guardian
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Protection against people
63%

Hunting
40%

Collection
34%

Other sporting use
28%

Protection against animals
20%

Other reason
40%

Reason for gun ownership, 2015

PATRICK GARVIN/GLOBE STAFF
SOURCES: Harvard Injury Control Research Center; Northeastern University; The Trace

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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