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Advice for using water from lead pipes,
plumbing

By Matt Rocheleau
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Below are some tips regarding lead in water, from the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority, the
state Department of Environmental Protection, and the Boston Water and Sewer Commission.

If you are unsure if there is lead in your water:

e Get your home’s water tested at a lab that is certified by the state’s Department of Environmental
Protection.

» Ask your local water department if there are lead service
lines leading to your home. Boston residents can look up L?W Rate- .
known addresses connected to lead service pipes on this B |g pOte nt iad I.

online map managed by the city’s Water and Sewer e || et e et

Commission. e 0 e

If you use water that runs through lead plumbing or is
known to have elevated lead levels:

» Replace pipes that have lead. This can be a costly option,
though programs are available in some communities that

offer financial incentives and assistance for such undertakings.

» Replace plumbing fixtures that may contain lead with new ones that have zero- or low-lead levels.
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» Run faucets on cold for 15 to 30 seconds, particularly if no water has been used from that faucet for
several hours, to allow pipes to flush water out that may have been standing and is more likely to

carry lead.

» Because hot water dissolves metals faster, avoid running hot water if you plan to use it to drink,
cook, make coffee, or otherwise to consume it. If you need hot water, draw it cold from the tap and

heat it on the stove.

f
» Have an electrician check your wiring. Corrosion within Dlggi\EM‘:N
your plumbing may be greater when grounding wires from BACH '
our home’s electrical system are attached. ST JOHN
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» Remove loose solder and debris from plumbing materials Friday, March 11, 7:30pm
in newly-built homes or in ones in which the plumbing has Sunday, March 13,'3:00pm
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recently been replaced. To do this, remove faucet strainers R
o
from all taps and run the water for 3 to 5 minutes.
Thereafter, periodically remove the strainers and flush out

any debris that has accumulated over time.

» Use bottled water. However, officials warn that this option can be significantly more expensive than

using tap water.

» Buy home treatment devices — such as filters, reverse osmosis units, and distillers — that have
been independently verified as being able to reduce lead. The National Sanitation Foundation has

more details on this option.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele

Get Today’s Headlines from the Globe in your inbox:

o

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/02/11/advice-for-using-water-from-lead-pipes-plumbing/QhLPb86eznz0l TeBMHPqsK/story.html[3/2/2016 8:16:02 PM]


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BWPRaRJDXVqGwJ5OF3QGMlKDIAdv0w4wIAAAAEAEgu9DeIDgAWKupya3zAmDJhu2IhKTsD7IBE3d3dy5ib3N0b25nbG9iZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAX5odHRwczovL3d3dy5ib3N0b25nbG9iZS5jb20vbWV0cm8vMjAxNi8wMi8xMS9hZHZpY2UtZm9yLXVzaW5nLXdhdGVyLWZyb20tbGVhZC1waXBlcy1wbHVtYmluZy9RaExQYjg2ZXpuejBsVGVCTUhQcXNLL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWyYApBOwAIC4AIA6gIfLzYxMzgxNjU5L2Jvc3Rvbmdsb2JlLmNvbS9tZXRyb_gChNIekAOkA5gDpAOoAwHIA5kE4AQB0gUFEKOpxiaQBgGgBhTYBwHgBws&num=0&cid=5GgZqQ&sig=AOD64_3f8SFE2l6t2GRRFr-HXw-QlIkB5Q&client=ca-pub-7339463911478115&adurl=http://handelandhaydn.org/concerts/2015-2016/bach-st-john-passion/
http://www.nsf.org/consumer-resources/health-and-safety-tips/water-quality-treatment-tips/lead-in-drinking-water/
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy

Advice for using water from lead pipes, plumbing - The Boston Globe

0 COMMENTS

Top 10 Trending Articles
Most Viewed Most Commented Most Shared
Newton mourns victims of restaurant crash
Did Bill Clinton violate election rules in Mass.?
Spotlight Church abuse report: Church allowed abuse by pri...
Looking to get out after the 2016 election? Here’s where yo...
Massachusetts Democratic primary
Bernie Sanders wins by just one vote in Methuen

AAnvIs A~ A

Bernie Sanders loses like a Republican
SUBSCRIBE ~ BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS  EPAPER EDITION  NEWS IN EDUCATION

Parents of Boston Latin student threatened with lynching s...

MY ACCOUNT CONTACT

LOGOUI HELP
WmAgngAEE%%trumps Donald Drumpf FAQS

DOWNI OAD CUSTOMFER SFRVICFE APP GLOBE NEWSROOM

Why working in the restaurant industry can be hard onyou... ADVERTISE

SOCIAL MORE

FACEBOOK ARCHIVES
TWITTER PRIVACY POLICY
GOOGLE+ TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE
YOUR AD CHOICES
WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

© 2016 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/02/11/advice-for-using-water-from-lead-pipes-plumbing/QhLPb86eznz0l TeBMHPqsK/story.html[3/2/2016 8:16:02 PM]



javascript:void(0);
https://www.bostonglobe.com/logout
https://manage.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/login.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
https://www.bostonglobemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
https://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/63/?eglobe_rc=WW20146D&p1=BGFooter_DigitalSubscription
https://www.bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/03/02/newton-police-mourn-following-restaurant-crash/brllfOC3fk99rQA9UnWU3I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/03/01/did-bill-clinton-violate-election-rules-mass/5octlX1d28GwmN3kitiECK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/03/01/did-bill-clinton-violate-election-rules-mass/5octlX1d28GwmN3kitiECK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/travel/2016/03/02/five-places-move-trump-becomes-president/pYGyQ7WJvZnnbTiRjeE4DO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/travel/2016/03/02/five-places-move-trump-becomes-president/pYGyQ7WJvZnnbTiRjeE4DO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/election-results/2016/primary/democratic/massachusetts/?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/election-results/2016/primary/democratic/massachusetts/?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2016/03/02/bernie-sanders-wins-just-one-vote-methuen/VS0ij2iYMZV45VsM2W2YTN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2016/03/02/bernie-sanders-wins-just-one-vote-methuen/VS0ij2iYMZV45VsM2W2YTN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2016/03/02/bernie-sanders-loses-like-republican/rBEtRMQZHoBQSGDCf62GnN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2016/03/02/bernie-sanders-loses-like-republican/rBEtRMQZHoBQSGDCf62GnN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/03/02/parents-boston-latin-student-threatened-with-lynching-speak-out/JkKTTHOy81DtGdjfGHvqTM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/03/02/parents-boston-latin-student-threatened-with-lynching-speak-out/JkKTTHOy81DtGdjfGHvqTM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2015/09/09/why-donald-trump-better-than-donald-drumpf/7ltKCyRasCa5TY2l1Tr4HP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2015/09/09/why-donald-trump-better-than-donald-drumpf/7ltKCyRasCa5TY2l1Tr4HP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/food-dining/2016/02/29/why-working-restaurant-industry-can-hard-your-mental-health/NaqWdSHvKJtZQCoberbLjP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/food-dining/2016/02/29/why-working-restaurant-industry-can-hard-your-mental-health/NaqWdSHvKJtZQCoberbLjP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed

Advice for using water from lead pipes, plumbing - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/02/11/advice-for-using-water-from-lead-pipes-plumbing/QhLPb86eznz0l TeBMHPqsK/story.html[3/2/2016 8:16:02 PM]



	bostonglobe.com
	Advice for using water from lead pipes, plumbing - The Boston Globe


	RlQk1IUHFzSy9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form17: 
	username: 
	input3: 




