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While the Boston City Council voted Wednesday to lift the city’s ban on BYOB — or “bringing your

own bottle” of beer or wine into restaurants — you’ll want to hold onto your sixpacks and

chardonnay, for now.

More steps must be taken by city officials before diners are permitted to supply and serve themselves

at Boston eateries, and even if the initiative is ultimately approved, various restrictions likely will

apply.

However, Wednesday’s vote also offered a closer look at

what a BYOB policy in Boston might look like.

The council’s ordinance included some detailed “guidance”

— a list of proposed regulations — that it asked to be

considered by other city officials who will be tasked with

setting the final rules.

Here’s a guide to what may be ahead:

BYOB would only be allowed in some neighborhoods
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City Council expected to
approve BYOB
The measure limits the initiative to restaurants

with 30 or fewer seats and restrict it to outlying

neighborhoods.

The council’s guidance calls for BYOB to be restricted to outlying neighborhoods such as Hyde Park,

Roxbury, South Boston, and Dorchester.

BYOB would remain banned in the following neighborhoods: Downtown, the North End, South End,

Bay Village, Fenway, Chinatown, Seaport, West End, Beacon Hill, and Back Bay.

Not all restaurants would be eligible

Under the council’s recommendations, restaurants would

need to get a BYOB license from the city, and renew it

each year, at a cost of $300 annually. The license would

need to be hung visibly inside the business.

Restaurants that have a license to serve alcohol would be

ineligible for a BYOB license. And restaurants with more

than 30 seats would not be able to obtain a license.

The establishments must serve food on site with a wait

staff and must have a liquor liability insurance policy.

Managers and staff would also have to undergo insurance industry-approved training about how to

serve alcohol safety.

Only certain types and amounts of alcoholic drinks would be allowed

Customers dining at BYOB-licensed restaurants would only be allowed to bring malt beverages and
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wine, according to the rules envisioned by city councilors.

The maximum amount of wine allowed per two customers would be 750 milliliters, the equivalent of

a standard bottle of wine.

The maximum amount of malt beverages allowed per two customers would be 72 ounces, or the

equivalent of a standard six-pack of beer. Each malt beverage would have to be in a container no

larger than 16 ounces.

The proposed regulations do not specify what amounts would be allowed if customers were to bring

a combination of both beer and wine, but they do prohibit customers from bringing the maximum

amounts of both wine and beer.

Customers could be forced to pay extra for BYOB

The proposed regulations would allow for restaurants to set a “corkage” fee on bottles at their own

discretion.

It’s not clear how soon a BYOB policy could be implemented

The ordinance approved by the council Wednesday first will require approval from Mayor Martin J.

Walsh. Walsh’s office said Wednesday he would approve it.

If he gives the green light, the initiative would then go before the city’s Licensing Board, leaving

officials there to develop the final regulations. The board’s chair has said the group would hold a

public hearing to solicit feedback.

No timetable has been announced for the board to issue its regulations.

Reaction to a BYOB policy has been mostly positive

The ordinance approved Wednesday said “the practice of BYOB would provide economic opportunity

for small businesses and would increase economic vitality in the neighborhoods.”

City Councilor Michelle Wu, who has co-led the effort since February, told the Globe recently that

“the goal is to jump-start new restaurants.”

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/09/byob-proposal-could-spark-spirited-debate-boston/AthLEzCkPkf4fmD1QKMPwM/story.html
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In other cities, BYOB has been a boon to restaurateurs unable to afford pricy liquor licenses.

At a public hearing last week, no one explicitly opposed BYOB, including representatives of the local

restaurant industry.

There was some skepticism, though. Councilor Ayanna Pressley said she feared that BYOB would

shrink tips for servers and create a two-tiered licensing system in which most liquor licenses

remained downtown while outlying neighborhoods would be relegated to BYOB.

Andrew Ryan of the Globe staff contributed to this report. Matt Rocheleau can be reached at

matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele

 SHOW 1 COMMENT

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

Privacy Policy

Most Commented Most Shared

Dan Shaughnessy: It feels like the Patriots didn’t try to win …

How feds gained an inner look at Mass. drug running

The Globe’s Here

Ben Volin: Were Patriots really going for it?

Saudi Arabia cuts ties with Iran

Nick Cafardo: Baseball’s big hitters aren’t connecting on fre…

Boston Sand and Gravel and the northbound train

Church allowed abuse by priest for years

javascript:void(0);
https://services.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/MyAccount.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/12/07/byob-may-gaining-momentum-boston/D9He7mW3odiajFwkQf3UwI/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/11/byob-proposal-gets-mixed-response-from-boston-city-council/SIo4jh0DIqoVvF8ksfPWoJ/story.html
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/03/shaughnessy/o99x8MSp8M1xzdIraQWl8M/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/02/cartel/bxxB33jYQPfItO8QGMi7YP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/02/cartel/bxxB33jYQPfItO8QGMi7YP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/03/the-globe-here/m6CG7N8XTUjkdsh5GNfglN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/03/the-globe-here/m6CG7N8XTUjkdsh5GNfglN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/03/were-patriots-really-going-for/2yycoVKssmA3mP5A33rT1N/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/03/were-patriots-really-going-for/2yycoVKssmA3mP5A33rT1N/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/news/world/2016/01/03/saudi-arabia-cuts-ties-with-iran/M33IIrwf86BfjxUNFouNKJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/news/world/2016/01/03/saudi-arabia-cuts-ties-with-iran/M33IIrwf86BfjxUNFouNKJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/01/the-big-hitters-out-there-aren-getting-much-offer/hMDopL0qGw4o7IReVmkVZM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/01/the-big-hitters-out-there-aren-getting-much-offer/hMDopL0qGw4o7IReVmkVZM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/ideas/2016/01/03/boston-sand-and-gravel-and-northbound-train/9oCgrxOSKNMuMnwIZMAveM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/ideas/2016/01/03/boston-sand-and-gravel-and-northbound-train/9oCgrxOSKNMuMnwIZMAveM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed


What a BYOB program might look like in Boston - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/12/16/what-byob-might-look-like-boston/Udr97JmKYuW40eqnfpXFxH/story.html[1/3/2016 8:10:51 PM]

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

EPAPER

NEWS IN EDUCATION

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

YOUR AD CHOICES

WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

© 2015 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

Globe reporters, editors mobilize to aid home delivery teams

Ben Volin: Were the Patriots playing for No. 1 seed or health?

http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://b.bostonglobemedia.com/s/Uw?profileid=dbd35d0c-bcce-4929-826d-4c3ee402b905
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
http://bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/03/globe-reporters-editors-mobilize-aid-home-delivery-teams/F4GHDJCiBV7StfJtCnnpPP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/03/globe-reporters-editors-mobilize-aid-home-delivery-teams/F4GHDJCiBV7StfJtCnnpPP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/03/were-patriots-playing-for-seed-health/y6F1Nd1Roxfy63ZmgKJ1MM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/03/were-patriots-playing-for-seed-health/y6F1Nd1Roxfy63ZmgKJ1MM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed

	bostonglobe.com
	What a BYOB program might look like in Boston - The Boston Globe


	VxbmZwWEZ4SC9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form17: 
	username: 
	input3: 




