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Rush-hour traffic on Interstate 93 in Boston backed up Tuesday as Thanksgiving Day traffic added to the mix.

Traffic heavy ahead of Thanksgiving holiday

By Aimee Ortiz

GLOBE CORRESPONDENT  NOVEMBER 24, 2015

The expected holiday traffic headaches began in earnest on Tuesday as multi-vehicle crashes on the

Massachusetts Turnpike and Route 128 resulted in traffic backed up for miles and delays of hours,

officials said.
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In Wellesley, a box truck traveling on Route 9 westbound turned onto 128 and struck the cement

barrier in the breakdown lane at about 2:30 p.m., forcing the closing of the left lane near Exit 20,

State Police Trooper Paul Sullivan said. The truck then crossed the northbound lane and jumped the

highway’s cement barriers.

A second vehicle struck the truck, leaving one person with

a minor injury, Sullivan said.

The crash caused a lane to be closed for 4½ hours and led

to a long traffic backup, he said.

Another major incident occurred on the Mass. Pike in

Oxford, where seven vehicles were involved in an accident

that led to additional crashes, traffic backups, and delays,

according to Sullivan.

Travel advice for holiday
week
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Thanksgiving week traffic around the Boston area in recent years has been at its worst on the Tuesday

before the holiday, according to data analyzed by Google Maps. Boston was the only city of 21 studied

by Google where Tuesday was the worst day to travel.

Michael Verseckes, a spokesman for the Massachusetts Department of Transportation, said Tuesday

that MassDOT was “anticipating a high volume of traffic on state highways and at Boston Logan

International Airport” Wednesday and on Sunday after the holiday.

“In years past, the exits with the heaviest volume were on

the turnpike at Exit 9 at the interchange with I-84, Exit 11A

for I-495, Exit 14 for I-95 and Route 128, and Exit 24 for I-

93 North and South,” he said in an e-mail. “For people

traveling on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Sunday, MassDOT

is urging drivers to leave either after 8 p.m. or early in the

morning.”

According to Verseckes, MassDOT will also stop work on

state highway projects by noon on Wednesday and begin

again on Monday.

The travel headaches also extended to public transportation on Tuesday.

According to the MBTA website, the Red, Green, and Orange lines all had moderate delays at one

point on Tuesday. The Blue line had experienced some delays earlier.

In addition, several bus routes had service alerts listed on the MBTA’s website as they were running

behind schedule because of traffic.

Tuesday also brought safety suggestions, however, as transportation officials advised motorists on

ways to deal with the traffic during the holiday week.

Officials from the State Police and MassDOT said planning ahead is vital for drivers.
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Highway traffic will be heaviest between 4 and 8 p.m. during the holiday period, MassDOT Highway

Administrator Thomas J. Tinlin said.

State Police Superintendent Colonel Richard McKeon, at a press conference with Tinlin, said,

“Remember there will be increased volume on the roads. Leave extra time to get where you are

going.”

Motorists are also encouraged to take advantage of that state’s many incentives for a safer ride.

As one incentive for drivers to set out early, the Allston/Brighton tolls will be free between 7 and 8

a.m. Wednesday, paid for by the Plymouth Rock Assurance insurance company.

MassDOT will also be offering free coffee at all service plazas between 10 p.m. Thursday and 5 a.m.

Friday for late drivers.

WELLESLEY POLICE

A box truck was seen in the roadway on I-95 on Tuesday.

John R. Ellement and Matt Rocheleau of the Globe staff, and Globe correspondent Sarah Roberts contributed to

this report. Aimee Ortiz can be reached at aimee.ortiz@globe.com. Follow her on Twitter @aimee_ortiz.

mailto:aimee.ortiz@globe.com
http://twitter.com/aimee_ortiz
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Fast track from nobody to City Hall player
Under the new administration, Sean T. O’Donovan has

emerged as a fixer in Boston City Hall. MORE...

Off Cape Ann, a rescue gone wrong
The Coast Guard is now considering a series of policy changes

that would be binding nationwide as a result of a fatal rescue

attempt. MORE...

Green Line project could be priciest effort for
MBTA
The Green Line extension is on pace to be the most costly rail

expansion by mile in the transit agency’s recent history. MORE...

JFK: 50 YEARS LATER

Robert F. Kennedy saw conspiracy in JFK’s
assassination
Robert F. Kennedy took on some of the Kennedy

Administration’s hardest tasks, ones that created dangerous

foes, and after the assassination, RFK wondered if one of them

had done it. MORE...

The cold reality of being homeless
There are more than 500 adults in the state who have chosen

to live outside during the winter. MORE...
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Arthur Puopolo, 87; barber’s shop was a step
back in time
Mr. Puopolo worked at the Court Square Styling Shop in

Boston for more than 40 years. MORE...

Man allegedly drags state trooper while fleeing
Medford stop
Robert E. Aybar, 23, was stopped on Interstate 93 southbound at 10:18

a.m. Sunday. MORE...

A dean faces a tall order: Making Harvard
more inclusive
“Following a tradition blindly or in an uncritical way is actually

antithetical to thinking,” Dean Rakesk Khurana said. MORE...

Mass. State Police to educate public on drones
The push comes after two flights coming into Logan Airport

reported seeing drones near them. MORE...

Objections raised as courtrooms go digital
Court reporters could become the latest American workers

replaced by the inexorable advancement of technology. MORE...

‘Our children can’t play in peace’
About 150 protesters traveled to TD Garden to protest last

month’s grand jury decision to not indict the police officer who

shot the 12-year-old Cleveland boy. MORE...
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Sanders draws 3,000 to Worcester rally
Presidential candidate Bernie Sanders talked at North High

School about closing the wage gap. MORE...

Colorado prison ‘a high-tech version of hell’
The Supermax prison houses the worst of the worst. And

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev may soon call it home. MORE...

Couple accused of passing counterfeit money in
Weymouth
The suspects allegedly used the fake bills at a McDonald’s, according to

police. MORE...

ADRIAN WALKER

In Orchard Gardens, awaiting return of ‘God’
Few struck as much fear into a Boston neighborhood as drug

kingpin Darryl Whiting did during his heyday. MORE...

Former student forces R.I. prep school to
confront its past
Decades after Anne Scott said she was abused by an athletic

trainer at St. George’s School, she demanded action — and

others are now coming forward. MORE...
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