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The 118 carcinogens identified by the WHO

By Matt Rocheleau
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The World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer on Monday labeled

processed meats as carcinogens and said that red meat likely can cause cancer, too.
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In doing so, the agency added processed meat to a list of 117 other materials that it says can cause

cancer in humans. That list, called Group 1, also includes tobacco, asbestos, formaldehyde, solar and

ultraviolet radiation, air pollution, and alcoholic beverages.

However, being in the same group does not mean the

materials are equally dangerous. The agency says it lists

materials in a certain group based on the strength of the

scientific evidence about its ties to cancer, rather than

assessing the level of risk.

Meanwhile, the agency added red meat to a list of 74 other

materials that the agency is less certain can cause cancer,

but “probably” do. That list is called Group 2A, and also

includes androgenic, or anabolic, steroids and indoor

emissions from the household combustion of biomass fuel, primarily wood.

The agency has three lesser classifications:

What qualifies as a
processed meat?
Key questions and answers you may want to

know before your next meal.

 Poll: Will you change your diet?

 Food allergy fakers need to stop

 View Story
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• There are 288 materials in Group 2B that are considered “possibly” carcinogenic;

• There are 503 materials in Group 3 that are “not classifiable;”

• And there is one material listed in Group 4, which is

considered “probably not carcinogenic.”

Below is a list of each of the materials the WHO lists and

which of the five classifications the agency has placed them

in:

A list of materials and whether they are carcinogenic

As determined by the World Health Organization's International Agency for Research on Cancer. (Note: Under the 'Year' column, the value

'1' means the research is being prepared, and a value of '0' means no year was listed.)

Search:

1,1,1,2-Tetrachloroethane 2B 2014 None

1,1,1-Trichloroethane Three 1999 None

1,1,2,2-Tetrachloroethane 2B 2014 None

1,1,2-Trichloroethane Three 1999 None

1,1-Dimethylhydrazine 2B 1999 None

1,2,3-Trichloropropane 2A 1995 None

1,2,3-Tris(chloromethoxy)propane Three 1999 None

1,2-Bis(chloromethoxy)ethane Three 1999 None

1,2-Diamino-4-nitrobenzene Three 1987 None

1,2-Dibromo-3-chloropropane 2B 1999 None

Agent/material Group Year of

classification

More information
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1,2-Dichloroethane 2B 1999 None

1,2-Dichloropropane One 1 None

1,2-Diethylhydrazine 2B 1999 None

1,2-Dimethylhydrazine 2A 1999 NB: Overall evaluation upgraded to Group

2A with supporting evidence from other

relevant data

1,2-Epoxybutane 2B 1999 NB: Overall evaluation upgraded to Group

2B with supporting evidence from other

relevant data

1,2:3,4-Diepoxybutane (see Monographs on 1,3-Butadiene) NA 1987 None

1,3-Butadiene One 2012 None
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Robert F. Kennedy took on some of the Kennedy

Administration’s hardest tasks, ones that created dangerous

foes, and after the assassination, RFK wondered if one of them

had done it. MORE...

Mass. State Police to educate public on drones
The push comes after two flights coming into Logan Airport

reported seeing drones near them. MORE...

A dean faces a tall order: Making Harvard
more inclusive
“Following a tradition blindly or in an uncritical way is actually

antithetical to thinking,” Dean Rakesk Khurana said. MORE...

Arthur Puopolo, 87; barber’s shop was a step
back in time
Mr. Puopolo worked at the Court Square Styling Shop in

Boston for more than 40 years. MORE...

The cold reality of being homeless
There are more than 500 adults in the state who have chosen

to live outside during the winter. MORE...

Man allegedly drags state trooper while fleeing
Medford stop
Robert E. Aybar, 23, was stopped on Interstate 93 southbound at 10:18

a.m. Sunday. MORE...
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Teen in critical condition after he is found shot in
Everett
Everett police said they discovered the victim along a bicycle and foot

path Sunday morning. MORE...

Sanders draws 3,000 to Worcester rally
Presidential candidate Bernie Sanders talked at North High

School about closing the wage gap. MORE...

‘Our children can’t play in peace’
About 150 protesters traveled to TD Garden to protest last

month’s grand jury decision to not indict the police officer who

shot the 12-year-old Cleveland boy. MORE...

GLOBE  SPECIAL  REPORT

A life unraveling - The Boston Globe

Read More

Objections raised as courtrooms go digital
Court reporters could become the latest American workers

replaced by the inexorable advancement of technology. MORE...
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Colorado prison ‘a high-tech version of hell’
The Supermax prison houses the worst of the worst. And

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev may soon call it home. MORE...

Former student forces R.I. prep school to
confront its past
Decades after Anne Scott said she was abused by an athletic

trainer at St. George’s School, she demanded action — and

others are now coming forward. MORE...
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The life and times of Strider Wolf

Read More
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Patriots fall to Dolphins, may have to settle for No. 2 seed

How feds gained an inner look at Mass. drug running

Ben Volin: Were the Patriots playing for No. 1 seed or health?

Saudi Arabia cuts ties with Iran
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