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Road salt was delivered last month to a city-owned lot on Frontage Road. Meteorologists say that long-term

forecasts call for a mild start to winter, but likely a messy finish.

Mild start, messy finish to the winter?

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  OCTOBER 07, 2015

Weather forecasters say the start of winter in our region will be milder than usual, but they are still

expecting that the mercury will drop and flakes will fly in the latter part of the season.
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“We will have our chances for snow and even significant snow, and we think that will be more

prevalent the latter part of the winter,” said Bob Smerbeck, senior meteorologist at

AccuWeather.com, which on Wednesday issued another in a series of periodic winter previews.

Temperatures during the start of winter should be above

average.

“It will be mild — maybe noticeably mild — for December,”

Smerbeck said.

The weather will cool, but temperatures will remain slightly

above normal in January.

‘Gem of a day’ expected
for Boston
A chilly morning will give way to sunny skies

helping to push temperatures into the 70s.

Forecasters expect there will be more precipitation than usual throughout the season, but warmer

temperature will mean more rain, instead of snow — at least for the first couple of months.

Similar to last year, February is likely to be the coldest month and Southern New England’s best

chance for significant snowfall. There may even be some cold snaps and snowstorms in March.

However, meteorologists don’t expect it will be as frigid or

snowy as last year.

“We don’t see the extreme snowfall you saw last winter,”
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Step Guide
Smerbeck said. “We just don’t see it.”

“We don’t figure it will be brutally and relentlessly cold like

it was last winter,” he added. “That was just crazy. . . . Even

if these cold shots do come in this winter, there should be

breaks where it gets warmer,” allowing for rain and melting

of any snow cover.

By winter’s end, Boston-area residents can expect to have endured slightly above-average winter

temperatures and shoveled roughly average seasonal snowfall — “maybe just a hair below average,”

said Smerbeck.

In Boston, the average winter comes with about 43 inches of snow.

Worcester also should see average snowfall this coming winter.Areas north and west of Worcester,

particularly at higher elevations, can expect snowfall somewhat above seasonal averages.

Last year, 110.6 inches of snow — including 64.8 inches in February — fell on Boston, according to the

National Weather Service. The snow left residents traumatized by ice dam problems, endless

commutes, backbreaking shoveling, and cabin fever.

“February of 2015 went down in the record books as the

second-coldest February on record for both the region and

for eight states individually, including Pennsylvania, New

York, and all six New England states,” AccuWeather.com

said.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at

matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter

@mrochele.

‘We don’t see the extreme

snowfall you saw last winter

. . . Even if these cold shots do

come in this winter, there

should be breaks where it gets

warmer,’ allowing for

melting.

Bob Smerbeck, AccuWeather.com senior
meteorologist  

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CpiJ3ramJVpDtNZPBBb6-l9gP9PGY4wT0vPekiAKA4diGRhABIIvVsSBgyQagAdy1g90DyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEhgFP0KRxOcmPXn2110BH1IOMXz0dVz-KhHijh2DM3nYjFQhJewDnfTjMf0B-XzcQWecwT_cH-DTc561Xx8nLZElxDmribAufc5guFDZ1yobLy1rgVKYwTCZQLnnBmRGQqkDpI83fgUQzw3oHFmV2XwqPyT0MlGACK-BMlH7SVMkiRAT-S-EdX4AHjMr8IqgHpr4b2AcB2BMI&num=1&sig=AOD64_3MJDMAgz5hbY201iYKkniO0X3TVw&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://www.instanttaxproperty.com/insidersguide/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3D%26utm_campaign%3D83259388%26utm_content%3D3744408268%26utm_term%3Dbostonglobe.com%26device%3Dc%26ad_position%3Dnone%26adid%3D70650358948
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CpiJ3ramJVpDtNZPBBb6-l9gP9PGY4wT0vPekiAKA4diGRhABIIvVsSBgyQagAdy1g90DyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEhgFP0KRxOcmPXn2110BH1IOMXz0dVz-KhHijh2DM3nYjFQhJewDnfTjMf0B-XzcQWecwT_cH-DTc561Xx8nLZElxDmribAufc5guFDZ1yobLy1rgVKYwTCZQLnnBmRGQqkDpI83fgUQzw3oHFmV2XwqPyT0MlGACK-BMlH7SVMkiRAT-S-EdX4AHjMr8IqgHpr4b2AcB2BMI&num=1&sig=AOD64_3MJDMAgz5hbY201iYKkniO0X3TVw&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://www.instanttaxproperty.com/insidersguide/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3D%26utm_campaign%3D83259388%26utm_content%3D3744408268%26utm_term%3Dbostonglobe.com%26device%3Dc%26ad_position%3Dnone%26adid%3D70650358948
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele


Forecasters say cold, snow could return toward end of coming winter - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...2015/10/07/forecasters-say-cold-snow-could-return-toward-end-coming-winter/wztLbFtnyLQ3g3FPmunt7K/story.html[1/3/2016 6:07:59 PM]

Get Today’s Headlines from the Globe in your inbox:

MY ACCOUNT

MANAGE MY ACCOUNT

DOWNLOAD CUSTOMER SERVICE APP

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

EPAPER

NEWS IN EDUCATION

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

YOUR AD CHOICES

WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

 SHOW 13 COMMENTS

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

© 2015 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

Privacy Policy

Most Commented Most Shared

Patriots fall to Dolphins, may have to settle for No. 2 seed

How feds gained an inner look at Mass. drug running

Ben Volin: Were the Patriots playing for No. 1 seed or health?

Saudi Arabia cuts ties with Iran

Nick Cafardo: Baseball’s big hitters aren’t connecting on fre…

Globe reporters, editors mobilize to aid home delivery teams

Robert Kraft has Ricki Lander by his side in Miami

10 years later, did the Big Dig deliver?

Boston Sand and Gravel and the northbound train

Church allowed abuse by priest for years

javascript:void(0);
https://services.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/MyAccount.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://b.bostonglobemedia.com/s/Uw?profileid=dbd35d0c-bcce-4929-826d-4c3ee402b905
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
https://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/03/pats/MNcdmUG3rkOxguT61fQO1I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/02/cartel/bxxB33jYQPfItO8QGMi7YP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/02/cartel/bxxB33jYQPfItO8QGMi7YP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/03/were-patriots-playing-for-seed-health/y6F1Nd1Roxfy63ZmgKJ1MM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/03/were-patriots-playing-for-seed-health/y6F1Nd1Roxfy63ZmgKJ1MM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/news/world/2016/01/03/saudi-arabia-cuts-ties-with-iran/M33IIrwf86BfjxUNFouNKJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/news/world/2016/01/03/saudi-arabia-cuts-ties-with-iran/M33IIrwf86BfjxUNFouNKJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/01/the-big-hitters-out-there-aren-getting-much-offer/hMDopL0qGw4o7IReVmkVZM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/sports/2016/01/01/the-big-hitters-out-there-aren-getting-much-offer/hMDopL0qGw4o7IReVmkVZM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/03/globe-reporters-editors-mobilize-aid-home-delivery-teams/F4GHDJCiBV7StfJtCnnpPP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/01/03/globe-reporters-editors-mobilize-aid-home-delivery-teams/F4GHDJCiBV7StfJtCnnpPP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/names/2016/01/03/robert-kraft-has-ricki-lander-his-side-miami/c376DPfgTJ7AHZxmEeCC2O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/names/2016/01/03/robert-kraft-has-ricki-lander-his-side-miami/c376DPfgTJ7AHZxmEeCC2O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/magazine/2015/12/29/years-later-did-big-dig-deliver/tSb8PIMS4QJUETsMpA7SpI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/magazine/2015/12/29/years-later-did-big-dig-deliver/tSb8PIMS4QJUETsMpA7SpI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/ideas/2016/01/03/boston-sand-and-gravel-and-northbound-train/9oCgrxOSKNMuMnwIZMAveM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/ideas/2016/01/03/boston-sand-and-gravel-and-northbound-train/9oCgrxOSKNMuMnwIZMAveM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://bostonglobe.com/news/special-reports/2002/01/06/church-allowed-abuse-priest-for-years/cSHfGkTIrAT25qKGvBuDNM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed


Forecasters say cold, snow could return toward end of coming winter - The Boston Globe

https://www.bostonglobe.com/...2015/10/07/forecasters-say-cold-snow-could-return-toward-end-coming-winter/wztLbFtnyLQ3g3FPmunt7K/story.html[1/3/2016 6:07:59 PM]



	bostonglobe.com
	Forecasters say cold, snow could return toward end of coming winter - The Boston Globe


	czRlBtdW50N0svc3RvcnkuaHRtbAA=: 
	form19: 
	username: 
	input3: 




