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RANDALL HILL/REUTERS

David Carroll (right) pulled boat carrying neighbors in Conway, South Carolina.

Could what happened in South Carolina
happen here?

By Matt Rocheleau
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More than 2 feet of rain dropped in some areas of South Carolina over the past few days, setting
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Born before 1969? You can get

an extra $4,098 monthly with this

records and causing widespread flooding, damage, and death.

It’s been dubbed a 1,000-year storm.

Is that kind of rain possible here in New England?

The answer is yes, though it would be extremely rare,

experts said.

Such rainfall would be “quite possible really anywhere

along the Eastern Seaboard,” said Paul Walker, senior

meteorologist for AccuWeather.com. “Anywhere a storm

comes in and stalls and is pulling in tropical moisture you

could see heavy rains like this.”

In a 24-hour period spanning Aug. 18 and 19, 1955, the town of Westfield received 18.15 inches of

rain, a record not only for Massachusetts, but for all of New England, according to the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Boston received about a foot of rain during the same

period.

The rain was dumped by Hurricane Diane. Following closely on rain from another hurricane, the

downpours caused devastating flooding.

Bob Henson, meteorologist and blogger for Weather

Underground, said that “outside of a hurricane, it would be

difficult” for New England to get the amount of rain South

Carolina saw this week, particularly over such a large area.

“One of the amazing things about the rain in South

Carolina is that an area about half the size of

Massachusetts saw between 20 and 25 inches over three

days,” said Henson.

On average, a total of about 42 inches of precipitation falls
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on Boston each year.

The National Weather Service’s Hydrometeorological Design Studies Center estimates that Boston

can expect about a foot of rain within a 24-hour stretch, and about 18 inches within a four-day

period, once every 1,000 years. Relatively similar odds are predicted for other parts of Massachusetts.

By comparison, Charleston, S.C., had better chances of getting a foot of rain within 24 hours. Such

rains are predicted roughly every 200 to 500 years there. But the chances of getting 18 inches within

four days were the same in Boston and Charleston — once every 1,000 years.

Henson said that “in many parts of the globe, heavy rains are getting heavier,” particularly in the

Northeast. Henson said the increasing intensity of rainfall is attributable to climate change.

“A warmer atmosphere and warmer oceans around the world are allowing more moisture to escape

and enter the atmosphere,” he said. “So you have more fuel for rainstorms.”

Walker said that the record rains in South Carolina over the past several days were caused by a west-

to-east-moving storm that got stuck over the area because its path was blocked by the slow-moving

Hurricane Joaquin farther out in the Atlantic Ocean.

“It couldn’t move off to the east, and that’s what caused all the problems,” said Walker.

The rainfall in South Carolina was not directly attributable to Joaquin, but some moisture from the

hurricane was pulled in by the other storm and then dumped on the area, he said.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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