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Boston inspection official pushes for changes
to student housing law

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE STAFF  OCTOBER 01, 2015

The head of Boston’s Inspectional Services Department said Thursday that a rarely enforced city rule

barring more than four undergraduates from living together in off-campus apartments needs to be

rewritten.

“The way the statute exists, we cannot enforce it,” William Christopher testified at a City Council

hearing.

Christopher said that even if city inspectors believe a

particular apartment is overcrowded, they have no legal

authority to get inside. There is no requirement, either,

that the tenants identify whether they are undergraduates.

Despite the fact that the rule was enacted in 2008, the city

has never successfully cited anyone for breaking it.

Christopher suggested that the council could draft a new

ordinance and embed the rule within the city’s sanitary

code. Right now, the rule is an amendment to the zoning code.

Doing so would put more teeth in the rule by allowing inspectors to issue fines. But not all the

potential issues would be resolved, including the lack of a requirement for tenants to identify
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whether they are undergraduates.

Christopher’s agency recently recruited former councilor Michael Ross, who helped author the “no

more than four” rule, to help brainstorm solutions. The department also plans to seek other input,

including from current councilors.

Ross told the council, “You’re going to have to come up with another tool.” He recommended that the

council draft new rules aimed specifically at landlords who are “the bad actors.”

Some have criticized the city for not doing more to enforce the rule — or even to publicize its

existence — particularly in the light of a Globe Spotlight investigation in the spring of 2014 that

uncovered a host of overcrowded, unsafe off-campus units in the city’s college neighborhoods.

The Spotlight report found that some landlords have ignored fixing problems, while profiting from

students who at times cram into apartments together to save on rent and can be less apt to complain

about poor conditions.

The report detailed the death of 22-year-old Boston University student Binland Lee, who died in a

fire in 2013 after getting trapped her attic bedroom in an overcrowded house in Allston that had

insufficient exits and a faulty fire alarm system.

Christopher said Thursday, however, that the rule wasn’t perfectly tailored to address student

crowding problems. He noted that “if you have a house that’s capable of 10 students, if there’s five of

them that are undergraduates, what’s the problem?”

Those pushing for better enforcement of the rule have cited concerns not only about safety, but also

neighborhood quality of life issues associated with student overcrowding. They’ve also said that

overcrowding can drive up rents.

“Our neighborhood is becoming a dormitory,” Brighton resident Bruce Kline told the council.

Again this year, in the days around the annual Sept. 1 move-in frenzy, inspectors did not find a single

case of an off-campus apartment where more than four full-time undergraduates were living

together, according to city officials.

Thursday’s hearing was convened by Councilors Josh Zakim and Mark Ciommo, who represent areas
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of the city with large numbers of students.

Councilors questioned Christopher’s assertion that the rule was unenforceable.

“What is the resistance to writing a violation and testing it in housing court?” Ciommo asked.

Inspectional Services officials explained they believed the violation would be easily dismissed in

housing court because inspectors essentially would not have enough proof.

Residents attending the hearing also disagreed with the notion that the rule is unenforceable.

“The City Council should not take no for an answer when it comes to enforcement of this provision,”

Brighton resident Joanne D’Alcomo wrote in a statement.

“This is not rocket science — it can be enforced, if the people at City Hall think strategically and

develop a smart plan,” continued D’Alcomo,C an attorney and member of the Allston Brighton

Community Development Corp.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau

@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.

 SHOW 3 COMMENTS

 

Privacy Policy

javascript:void(0);
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy


Boston official says ‘no more than four’ student crowding law needs to be rewritten - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/.../boston-official-says-more-than-four-student-crowding-law-needs-rewritten/JRdnVF9G3aFQtstS8dIZRI/story.html[10/4/2015 11:44:02 AM]

MY ACCOUNT

LOG IN

MANAGE MY ACCOUNT

DOWNLOAD CUSTOMER SERVICE APP

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

NEWS IN EDUCATION

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

YOUR AD CHOICES

WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

© 2015 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

Most Commented Most Shared

Patrick Kennedy reveals family’s struggles with alcohol in n…

Before she was Baby Doe

Rob Gronkowski more than a fun-loving goof

Sanders draws big crowds in Massachusetts campaign swing

Nick Cafardo | Sunday Baseball Notes: For baseball’s wild-c…

Dan Shaughnessy: Red Sox are in an awkward spot with Jo…

Ben Volin | Sunday Football Notes: Is the early part of the …

A revolution rattling the world of organ music

Nick Cafardo | On Baseball: Red Sox’ big-money players ha…

For Red Sox, a contending team can emerge from disappoi…

https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/final-login.jsp
https://services.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/MyAccount.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B30MsIEkRVsyILMyK3AG9j7WIAsPcw_EHAAAAEAEgu9DeIDgAWJO9_eLGAmDJhu2IhKTsD7IBE3d3dy5ib3N0b25nbG9iZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAZYBaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ib3N0b25nbG9iZS5jb20vbWV0cm8vMjAxNS8xMC8wMS9ib3N0b24tb2ZmaWNpYWwtc2F5cy1tb3JlLXRoYW4tZm91ci1zdHVkZW50LWNyb3dkaW5nLWxhdy1uZWVkcy1yZXdyaXR0ZW4vSlJkblZGOUczYUZRdHN0UzhkSVpSSS9zdG9yeS5odG1swAIC4AIA6gIfLzYxMzgxNjU5L2Jvc3Rvbmdsb2JlLmNvbS9tZXRyb_gChNIekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5Gi45g&sig=AOD64_154VtV0PeXMIpIbsTJ1Q1WcaDPhQ&client=ca-pub-7339463911478115&adurl=https://www.eventbrite.com/e/globies-viewing-party-sponsored-by-budweiser-and-radiobdc-tickets-18354001312
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2015/10/03/patrickkennedy/HodZrK2KgXIx8oBneDjyoO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/10/03/before-she-was-baby-doe/dLTwKDG6aRL3QO4qHdb5nJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/10/03/before-she-was-baby-doe/dLTwKDG6aRL3QO4qHdb5nJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/rob-gronkowski-more-than-fun-loving-goof/LYE9Hr1wIGfXZTMvbM7q4O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/rob-gronkowski-more-than-fun-loving-goof/LYE9Hr1wIGfXZTMvbM7q4O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/10/03/sanders-draws-big-crowds-massachusetts-campaign-swing/VJQi4dKZYpJoaEeitAQdDO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/10/03/sanders-draws-big-crowds-massachusetts-campaign-swing/VJQi4dKZYpJoaEeitAQdDO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/some-aren-wild-about-wild-card-format/fgnZE3F4NI6MpYXebC3oJO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/some-aren-wild-about-wild-card-format/fgnZE3F4NI6MpYXebC3oJO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/red-sox-awkward-spot-with-john-farrell-and-torey-lovullo/ptvR3l90m1s4DQC9MFgV4L/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/red-sox-awkward-spot-with-john-farrell-and-torey-lovullo/ptvR3l90m1s4DQC9MFgV4L/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/nfl-teams-are-dealing-with-needs/zOHkgITSVL2WqrfzUEVpVK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/nfl-teams-are-dealing-with-needs/zOHkgITSVL2WqrfzUEVpVK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2015/10/03/needhamorgans/bCve3SZd9fa4mBmxaInyJI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2015/10/03/needhamorgans/bCve3SZd9fa4mBmxaInyJI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/red-sox-big-money-players-have-earn-keep/bmjxidOcfeWSl7GcAhaOcI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/red-sox-big-money-players-have-earn-keep/bmjxidOcfeWSl7GcAhaOcI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/for-red-sox-contending-team-can-emerge-from-disappointment/JjIkVgqi9SYfjAZjlbXMPP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/10/03/for-red-sox-contending-team-can-emerge-from-disappointment/JjIkVgqi9SYfjAZjlbXMPP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed


Boston official says ‘no more than four’ student crowding law needs to be rewritten - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/.../boston-official-says-more-than-four-student-crowding-law-needs-rewritten/JRdnVF9G3aFQtstS8dIZRI/story.html[10/4/2015 11:44:02 AM]



	bostonglobe.com
	Boston official says ‘no more than four’ student crowding law needs to be rewritten - The Boston Globe


	N0UzhkSVpSSS9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form17: 
	username: 
	input1: 




