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Key points of Mass. bill to regulate short-
term rentals

By Matt Rocheleau
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What would it look like to regulate and tax short-term rentals arranged through sites like Airbnb?

Here are some of the key points in the state legislation proposed by State Reps. Aaron Michlewitz and RoseLee

Vincent:

• The bill would limit short-term renting to the principal

occupant of each unit — whether they be the owner or a tenant —

as long as they have lived there for at least 60 days.

• Hosts would have to collect a tax on guests that would be

slightly lower than the hotel tax; prove their residency and

register their unit with the state; and obtain a special license that

costs $50 initially and must be renewed every two years. They

would also have to have at least $500,000 in insurance coverage

of their own or through their hosting service (Airbnb, for

example, says it provides hosts with $1 million worth of

insurance coverage); comply with all local laws, including fire

and housing codes; and report on their activity annually.

E-MAIL FACEBOOK TWITTER GOOGLE+ LINKEDIN

Celebrate New England sports with The Globies Presented by Mercedes-Benz. Help us pick the winners - click here to vote
now.

Metro

MANAGE ACCOUNT LOG OUT

NEWS METRO

ARTS BUSINESS

SPORTS OPINION

POLITICS LIFESTYLE

MAGAZINE TODAY'S PAPER

LOTTERY OBITUARIES

GLOBE NORTH GLOBE SOUTH

GLOBE WEST DATA DESK

TEXT SIZE

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CVYgSen_jVZLXN9eN3AGan6H4DZSe29oDtMnOnJQBk6CSyzoQASCL1bEgYMmG7YiEpOwPoAG8sJL6A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBPsBT9CmhlGE6djGoHDV8Sj5Itfe9z9g3hCrdXVGXrj3dYQdl-1-8nnqVmJaC-r1xOfLO330hJRTTNuxIufe_QzntKguNVfWqXYbtfuX6MUsPak_GKMeA-xuYNI8o_M-dDKyfgtmYUgfoWZxp1ibKHVhbTIZEIANxyM_X3JfyOKVSfYNWPmSQCbvJw2gXcoE0sdKOuf_3fjliU26ch9gc8KyBL5qG-BjNx-wn88QVFSiP9B29P8VLRgYD5LL_537HrIV7lyxV8ic2nVNpTOFQhW6wkNwcRkvEzU8C8w8SV0cg0MCvGHAoARtd1O6cG7wFkXZmNrngblNnGizBxXgBAGAB6zP7QWoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_0IiTODf5VRl5ir6-GQkxq17P9zqA&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://find.renttoown.org/%3Fvb_adid%3DRTO1008%26campaign%3DGDDRR
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CVYgSen_jVZLXN9eN3AGan6H4DZSe29oDtMnOnJQBk6CSyzoQASCL1bEgYMmG7YiEpOwPoAG8sJL6A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBPsBT9CmhlGE6djGoHDV8Sj5Itfe9z9g3hCrdXVGXrj3dYQdl-1-8nnqVmJaC-r1xOfLO330hJRTTNuxIufe_QzntKguNVfWqXYbtfuX6MUsPak_GKMeA-xuYNI8o_M-dDKyfgtmYUgfoWZxp1ibKHVhbTIZEIANxyM_X3JfyOKVSfYNWPmSQCbvJw2gXcoE0sdKOuf_3fjliU26ch9gc8KyBL5qG-BjNx-wn88QVFSiP9B29P8VLRgYD5LL_537HrIV7lyxV8ic2nVNpTOFQhW6wkNwcRkvEzU8C8w8SV0cg0MCvGHAoARtd1O6cG7wFkXZmNrngblNnGizBxXgBAGAB6zP7QWoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_0IiTODf5VRl5ir6-GQkxq17P9zqA&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://find.renttoown.org/%3Fvb_adid%3DRTO1008%26campaign%3DGDDRR
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CVYgSen_jVZLXN9eN3AGan6H4DZSe29oDtMnOnJQBk6CSyzoQASCL1bEgYMmG7YiEpOwPoAG8sJL6A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBPsBT9CmhlGE6djGoHDV8Sj5Itfe9z9g3hCrdXVGXrj3dYQdl-1-8nnqVmJaC-r1xOfLO330hJRTTNuxIufe_QzntKguNVfWqXYbtfuX6MUsPak_GKMeA-xuYNI8o_M-dDKyfgtmYUgfoWZxp1ibKHVhbTIZEIANxyM_X3JfyOKVSfYNWPmSQCbvJw2gXcoE0sdKOuf_3fjliU26ch9gc8KyBL5qG-BjNx-wn88QVFSiP9B29P8VLRgYD5LL_537HrIV7lyxV8ic2nVNpTOFQhW6wkNwcRkvEzU8C8w8SV0cg0MCvGHAoARtd1O6cG7wFkXZmNrngblNnGizBxXgBAGAB6zP7QWoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_0IiTODf5VRl5ir6-GQkxq17P9zqA&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://find.renttoown.org/%3Fvb_adid%3DRTO1008%26campaign%3DGDDRR
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CVYgSen_jVZLXN9eN3AGan6H4DZSe29oDtMnOnJQBk6CSyzoQASCL1bEgYMmG7YiEpOwPoAG8sJL6A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBPsBT9CmhlGE6djGoHDV8Sj5Itfe9z9g3hCrdXVGXrj3dYQdl-1-8nnqVmJaC-r1xOfLO330hJRTTNuxIufe_QzntKguNVfWqXYbtfuX6MUsPak_GKMeA-xuYNI8o_M-dDKyfgtmYUgfoWZxp1ibKHVhbTIZEIANxyM_X3JfyOKVSfYNWPmSQCbvJw2gXcoE0sdKOuf_3fjliU26ch9gc8KyBL5qG-BjNx-wn88QVFSiP9B29P8VLRgYD5LL_537HrIV7lyxV8ic2nVNpTOFQhW6wkNwcRkvEzU8C8w8SV0cg0MCvGHAoARtd1O6cG7wFkXZmNrngblNnGizBxXgBAGAB6zP7QWoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_0IiTODf5VRl5ir6-GQkxq17P9zqA&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://find.renttoown.org/%3Fvb_adid%3DRTO1008%26campaign%3DGDDRR
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CVYgSen_jVZLXN9eN3AGan6H4DZSe29oDtMnOnJQBk6CSyzoQASCL1bEgYMmG7YiEpOwPoAG8sJL6A8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBPsBT9CmhlGE6djGoHDV8Sj5Itfe9z9g3hCrdXVGXrj3dYQdl-1-8nnqVmJaC-r1xOfLO330hJRTTNuxIufe_QzntKguNVfWqXYbtfuX6MUsPak_GKMeA-xuYNI8o_M-dDKyfgtmYUgfoWZxp1ibKHVhbTIZEIANxyM_X3JfyOKVSfYNWPmSQCbvJw2gXcoE0sdKOuf_3fjliU26ch9gc8KyBL5qG-BjNx-wn88QVFSiP9B29P8VLRgYD5LL_537HrIV7lyxV8ic2nVNpTOFQhW6wkNwcRkvEzU8C8w8SV0cg0MCvGHAoARtd1O6cG7wFkXZmNrngblNnGizBxXgBAGAB6zP7QWoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_0IiTODf5VRl5ir6-GQkxq17P9zqA&client=ca-pub-2378110306265632&adurl=http://find.renttoown.org/%3Fvb_adid%3DRTO1008%26campaign%3DGDDRR
javascript:print();
javascript:print();
http://www.bostonglobe.com/contributors/rocheleaum
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F08%2F23%2Fkey-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals%2FBuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Key points of Mass. bill to regulate short-term rentals
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F08%2F23%2Fkey-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals%2FBuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Key points of Mass. bill to regulate short-term rentals
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Key points of Mass. bill to regulate short-term rentals&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F08%2F23%2Fkey-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals%2FBuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Key points of Mass. bill to regulate short-term rentals&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F08%2F23%2Fkey-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals%2FBuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F08%2F23%2Fkey-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals%2FBuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F08%2F23%2Fkey-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals%2FBuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F08%2F23%2Fkey-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals%2FBuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Key points of Mass. bill to regulate short-term rentals&summary=What+would+it+look+like+to+regulate+and+tax+short-term+rentals+arranged+through+sites+like+Airbnb%3F
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F08%2F23%2Fkey-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals%2FBuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Key points of Mass. bill to regulate short-term rentals&summary=What+would+it+look+like+to+regulate+and+tax+short-term+rentals+arranged+through+sites+like+Airbnb%3F
http://globies.bostonglobe.com/
http://globies.bostonglobe.com/
http://globies.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
https://services.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/MyAccount.aspx?p1=BGHeader_ManageAccount
http://www.bostonglobe.com/logout/?p1=BGHeader_Logout
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle
http://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine
http://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine
http://www.bostonglobe.com/todayspaper
http://www.bostonglobe.com/todayspaper
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/numbers/lottery.html
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/numbers/lottery.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/obituaries
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/obituaries
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/north
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/north
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/south
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/south
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/west
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/west
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/specials/data-desk
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/specials/data-desk
http://www.bostonglobe.com/


Key points of Mass. bill to regulate short-term rentals - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/08/23/key-points-mass-bill-regulate-short-term-rentals/BuOHtT8N0yNJSAmg7SmphL/story.html[8/30/2015 6:11:38 PM]

Get Today's Headlines from the Globe in your inbox:

    

• Violators of the law would be subject to civil fines and possibly even a criminal misdemeanor charge.

• The law would not supersede other agreements, like leases and condo rules, that may prohibit short-term

renting.

Michlewitz said he hopes the Legislature will approve new rules soon.

“I think the longer we wait, the harder it gets [to regulate],” he said.

Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh and his staff are also developing a “comprehensive policy” of their own to

regulate short-term rentals in the city, according to Bonnie McGilpin, a spokeswoman for Walsh. Ideas that city

officials are considering include a registry system and taxes, she said.

“The city is working to bring structure and clarity to our overall housing policies as a mechanism to ensure safe,

secure and reliable accommodations while balancing both innovative economic development opportunities for

residents and guests alike and Mayor Walsh’s long-term housing goals,” McGilpin said in an e-mail.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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