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Super PACs spent heavily during first
statewide election

By Matt Rocheleau

GLOBE  STAFF  MARCH  27, 2015

In Massachusetts’ first statewide election in which Super PACs played a role, the groups spent more money on

the finalists for governor than the two candidates spent themselves, and the bulk of the investment went toward

opposing, not supporting, the gubernatorial candidates.

Of the $20.4 million that independent entities spent on the 2014 election, $19.2 million came from Super PACs,

according to a report released Friday by the state Office of Campaign and Political Finance. During the last, pre-

Super PAC statewide election in 2010, independent entities spent far less: $11.5 million.

Super PACs formed after a 2010 Supreme Court decision cleared

the way for outside groups to raise and spend unlimited amounts

of money as long as they do not coordinate efforts with a

candidate. On the other hand, standard PACs, or political action

committees, and candidates face certain limitations on how much

they can give and receive.

While both of last year’s gubernatorial finalists received
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substantial benefit from Super PAC spending, much more

advantage went toward Republican Governor Charlie Baker than

to rival, Democrat Martha Coakley, the report found.

More than $11 million was spent by Super PACs to benefit Baker, while about $6.5 million was spent to enhance

Coakley’s chances.

However, Super PAC spending aimed at benefiting one candidate or the other was more often spent in an

adversarial manner.

More than three-quarters of the $17.5 million that Super PACs spent on the finalists went toward opposing one

of the candidates, according to the report.

Two groups accounted for most of Super PAC spending.

The Commonwealth Future IEPAC, which received virtually all of its funding from the Republican Governors

Association, spent $10.4 million to benefit Baker, the report said.

The Mass IEPAC spent $6.25 million to benefit Coakley and raised its money from the Democratic Governors

Association, labor unions, individuals, and a political action committee that supports pro-choice female

Democrats.

On their own, the Baker and Coakley campaigns spent about $6.8 million and $5.9 million, respectively, when

accounting for in-kind contributions, the report said.

Fundraising and spending by Super PACs in 2014 election
The top two groups accounted for most of Super PAC spending in last year's statewide election

Super PAC Gov. finalist benefited Received Spent

Commonwealth Future IEPAC Charlie Baker $10,770,000 $10,400,000

Mass IEPAC Martha Coakley $7,008,855 $6,253,003

Mass Teachers Association IEPAC Martha Coakley $3,645,199 $2,714,604*
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Mass Forward IEPAC None $766,637 $753,991

America Comeback Committee IEPAC Charlie Baker $596,256 $596,216

Mass Realtor IEPAC None $216,582 $216,482

Jobs First IEPAC None $219,502 $193,806

Democrats for Education Reform IEPAC None $150,081 $176,734

Mass Women Vote IEPAC Martha Coakley $144,255 $144,255

Mass Values IEPAC None $105,000 $125,036

National Association of Government Employees IEPAC Martha Coakley $150,000 $125,000

Strong Economy MA IEPAC Charlie Baker $5,100 $600

Global Warming Solutions IEPAC None $27,386 $2,600

Totals - $23,804,853 $19,208,372

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele
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*Of this amount, $2,499,355 was contributed to the Mass IEPAC and Mass Values IEPAC and therefore is not included in the
overall total for Super PAC spending

MATT ROCHELEAU/GLOBE STAFF

E-MAIL FACEBOOK TWITTER GOOGLE+ LINKEDIN

javascript:void(0);
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/33/?eglobe_rc=WW113960&p1=BGMessageBar
http://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/33/?eglobe_rc=WW113960&p1=BGMessageBar
http://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/33/?eglobe_rc=WW113960&p1=BGMessageBar
http://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/33/?eglobe_rc=WW113960&p1=BGMessageBar
http://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/63?eglobe_rc=WW111946&globe_rc=WW111947&p1=BGHeader_DigitalSubscription
https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/final-login.jsp?p1=BGHeader_LogIn
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F03%2F27%2Fsuper-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts%2FIimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Super+PACs+spent+heavily+during+first+statewide+election
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F03%2F27%2Fsuper-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts%2FIimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Super+PACs+spent+heavily+during+first+statewide+election
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Super+PACs+spent+heavily+during+first+statewide+election&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F03%2F27%2Fsuper-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts%2FIimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Super+PACs+spent+heavily+during+first+statewide+election&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F03%2F27%2Fsuper-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts%2FIimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F03%2F27%2Fsuper-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts%2FIimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F03%2F27%2Fsuper-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts%2FIimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F03%2F27%2Fsuper-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts%2FIimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Super+PACs+spent+heavily+during+first+statewide+election&summary=Of+the+%2420.4+million+that+independent+entities+spent+on+the+2014+election%2C+%2419.2+million+came+from+Super+PACs.
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F03%2F27%2Fsuper-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts%2FIimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Super+PACs+spent+heavily+during+first+statewide+election&summary=Of+the+%2420.4+million+that+independent+entities+spent+on+the+2014+election%2C+%2419.2+million+came+from+Super+PACs.


Super PACs spent heavily during their first statewide election in Massachusetts - Politics - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...per-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts/IimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO/story.html[5/23/2015 8:48:45 PM]

MY ACCOUNT

LOGOUT

MANAGE MY ACCOUNT

DOWNLOAD CUSTOMER SERVICE APP

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

YOUR AD CHOICES

WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

SUBSCRIBE BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS EPAPER EDITION NEWS IN EDUCATION

Learn more

Red Sox Live

▲  6th Inning 2 outs

2 2
Politics

ARTS BUSINESS

SPORTS OPINION

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

© 2015 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

Most Commented Most Shared

Marco Flores: The boy who burned inside

After week in jail, Florida mom agrees to son’s circumcision

Robert Kraft chose legacy over Patriots

Patriots come with baggage for fans

Medical marijuana patient files discrimination complaint o…

Moving up and out of poverty

Parents of transgender children on acceptance, support, an…

Vote all you want. The secret government won’t change.

Why we’re healthier in the summer, sicker in the winter

Local Irish-Americans laud Ireland’s vote to legalize gay m…

http://www.bostonglobe.com/logout
https://services.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/MyAccount.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
https://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/2/1?eglobe_rc=WW111927&globe_rc=WW111945
http://www.bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/live/522479
http://www.bostonglobe.com/live/522479
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/22/marco/0ebQvXWICNQ82yE742oLFL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/05/22/after-week-jail-florida-mom-agrees-son-circumcision/ub764FfJvq5rxC185i30UK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/05/22/after-week-jail-florida-mom-agrees-son-circumcision/ub764FfJvq5rxC185i30UK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/robert-kraft-chose-legacy-over-team/QQ5SxFRYsdsAzd3h8ne43K/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/robert-kraft-chose-legacy-over-team/QQ5SxFRYsdsAzd3h8ne43K/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/patriots-come-with-baggage-for-fans/GxOvt0m9J4i2NkkEnIpf9O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/patriots-come-with-baggage-for-fans/GxOvt0m9J4i2NkkEnIpf9O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/22/medical-marijuana-patient-files-discrimination-complaint-over-firing/iptEJe2A0TITWuoJggQgZL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/22/medical-marijuana-patient-files-discrimination-complaint-over-firing/iptEJe2A0TITWuoJggQgZL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2015/05/23/moving-and-out-poverty/04QiyxUKcLWhP9dgEyMWyH/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2015/05/23/moving-and-out-poverty/04QiyxUKcLWhP9dgEyMWyH/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2015/05/25/parents-transgender-children-acceptance-support-and-new-beginnings/EQGZ0SPU7U9rAkujCKCiLL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2015/05/25/parents-transgender-children-acceptance-support-and-new-beginnings/EQGZ0SPU7U9rAkujCKCiLL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2014/10/18/vote-all-you-want-the-secret-government-won-change/jVSkXrENQlu8vNcBfMn9sL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2014/10/18/vote-all-you-want-the-secret-government-won-change/jVSkXrENQlu8vNcBfMn9sL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/health-wellness/2015/05/21/why-healthier-summer-sicker-winter/6RPwO6RuhbXStyv4MNHE6M/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/health-wellness/2015/05/21/why-healthier-summer-sicker-winter/6RPwO6RuhbXStyv4MNHE6M/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/23/local-irish-americans-laud-ireland-vote-legalize-gay-marriage/afEJvHC0RLdmzV1L9tPr8J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/23/local-irish-americans-laud-ireland-vote-legalize-gay-marriage/afEJvHC0RLdmzV1L9tPr8J/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed


Super PACs spent heavily during their first statewide election in Massachusetts - Politics - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...per-pacs-spent-heavily-during-their-first-statewide-election-massachusetts/IimuRKfxgH9RVK62mdLJeO/story.html[5/23/2015 8:48:45 PM]


	bostonglobe.com
	Super PACs spent heavily during their first statewide election in Massachusetts - Politics - The Boston Globe


	s2Mm1kTEplTy9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	search: 
	input3: 
	search_(1): 
	input3_(1): 


	s2Mm1kTEplTy9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form23: 
	username: 
	input1: 




