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A man walked his dog down East Fifth Street in South Boston after a storm in February.

By Matt Rocheleau
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As record snowfall blanketed Boston this winter, city officials dropped more than a flurry of fines on property

owners for failing to shovel public sidewalks.

More tickets were issued to shoveling scofflaws this year than in at least any of the past nine years. Data from

before 2005 were not available.

Across Boston, 4,994 tickets had been issued to 3,515 different

addresses as of March 10, according to city records. City officials

could not immediately put a dollar value to the ticket total, but at

a minimum fine of $50 per violation, at least $250,000 worth of

tickets has been issued.

“We need sidewalks safe for kids for school, for ADA compliance,

for the elderly,” said Mike Brohel, deputy commissioner of the

city’s Public Works Department. “We need sidewalks clear for

continuous flow of pedestrians.”

Inflicting pain on the wallets of those who dodged the back-breaking chore appears to have resonated with most:

About three-quarters were fined just once.

Where Boston handed out
tickets
A total of 4,994 tickets were issued to 3,515

different addresses for unshoveled sidewalks as of
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March 10, records show.

At the vast majority of addresses penalized this winter, it took five or fewer infractions to, presumably, persuade

landlords to clear walkways.

But, at other addresses, the tickets piled up. Eighty addresses received five or more tickets; seven had 10 or more.

City records indicate that the site most buried in tickets this winter is the downtown address of 10 Park Plaza,

also known as the state Transportation Building. However, that is not where any of those violations actually

occurred, but instead it is where the tickets were mailed — to the MBTA.

The public transit agency, as of March 10, had received 37 tickets this winter for unshoveled sidewalks on varies

properties it owns in and around Boston, including in Dorchester, East Boston, Forest Hills, Hyde Park,

Roslindale, Roxbury, South Boston, the South End, and West Roxbury, city records show.

City officials take photos to go along with each ticket that is issued. Copies of the violations issued to the T show

that most of the tickets were for sidewalks covered in more than a couple of feet of snow, including at a handful

of commuter rail stations, bus stops, and atop and underneath bridges. Only a few of the violations written to the

T appear to be repeat fines at the same location.

MBTA spokesman Joe Pesaturo said that officials from the T and from the state transportation department plan

to discuss the matter with city officials later this week.

Tickets for unshoveled sidewalks by year
Fine totals tend to correlate with snow totals

Year Tickets Seasonal snowfall total (inches)

2010 1,183 35.7

2011 1,773 81.0

2012 72 9.3

2013 3,213 63.4

2014 1,533 58.9

2015 4,994 110.3

Another address that has been heavily cited in recent years is 55 Green St. in Jamaica Plain, a vacant lot owned

DATA: City of Boston, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
MATT ROCHELEAU/GLOBE STAFF
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by telecommunications giant Verizon. Twenty tickets have been issued there since 2011, including five this

winter. A spokesman for the company said the sidewalks there were cleared on March 12, after Verizon received

a complaint about the situation.

“Going forward, we will be sure to clear those sidewalks in a more timely fashion,” said the spokesman, Phil

Santoro.

The Globe reached out to the owners of other properties cited the most — including addresses along American

Legion Highway in Roslindale, on Trenton Street in East Boston, and on A Street in South Boston that each

received about a dozen fines — but those landlords either did not respond to messages left for them or could not

be reached.

In some instances, directory information indicated that the property owners were elderly or even deceased.

Others said there have been disputes and confusion between themselves and neighbors about who is responsible

for clearing certain stretches of sidewalk.

The city said it does sometimes make mistakes when issuing tickets.

“When a violation is written in error, we work to sort those out,” Brohel said.

City officials said they occasionally make special efforts to reach out to properties that regularly receive

violations. But the general protocol is to just keep ticketing.

“We visit those properties daily and cite them until the problem is rectified,” said Steven Tankle, director of

Boston’s Code Enforcement Police

City officials said that despite the high number of tickets issued this winter, they tended to give property owners

a break this year if they didn’t carve paths quite wide enough, or if they didn’t scrape all the way down to the

pavement.

“When we had 66 inches in 16 days, we didn’t go to the letter of the law,” Brohel said. “If you made an effort, you

weren’t getting ticketed. If you didn’t clear it, you were ticketed.”

The ordinance around clearing sidewalks, first implemented in 1975 and bolstered in recent years through a

series of amendments, requires property owners to, within three hours after snowfall ends, remove enough snow,

slush, and ice from abutting sidewalks to create a 42-inch-wide path. Failing to do so can result in fines between

$50 and $300, depending on whether the property is commercial or residential, and depending on how many

housing units are on the site.

This month, the City Council voted unanimously to pass an amendment to the ordinance that will increase the

maximum fines for unshoveled sidewalks abutting commercial properties fivefold, from $300 to $1,500.
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Mayor Martin J. Walsh proposed the change, saying that raising the amounts would encourage more property

owners to clear their sidewalks and would better defray costs associated with the violations.

Under the proposal, fines for unshoveled sidewalks at residential properties would remain the same.

But some Bostonians said they would like to see harsher penalties for residential property owners who don’t

shovel their sidewalks, particularly for serial offenders.

Erica Lewy lives on Paul Gore Street in Jamaica Plain. Outside another residence on her road, snow piled up

untouched on the sidewalk this winter, eventually turning into hard packed ice.

“That house in particular was a big problem this year and in the past,” she said. “I actually saw one of the tenants

himself slip when he was leaving the house.”

The property has been cited four times this winter, records show.

“It’s frustrating to not actually see a result,” said Lewy, who suggested the city should increase fine amounts

substantially for properties that receive more than one ticket in a single year. “If the amount of money doesn’t

make a difference to the owner, it’s not going to get them to shovel.”

Boston properties most frequently fined for not sholveing sidewalks
The map shows the 73 addresses that have received 10 or more tickets since 2005

+

-



For some property owners this winter, unshoveled sidewalk fines piled up as quickly as the snow - Metro - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...roperty-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow/dMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO/story.html[5/23/2015 8:21:08 PM]

Get Today's Headlines from the Globe in your inbox:

    

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.

Privacy Policy

 SHOW 8 COMMENTS

DATA: City of Boston

MATT ROCHELEAU/GLOBE STAFF

E-MAIL FACEBOOK TWITTER GOOGLE+ LINKEDIN

javascript:void(0);
mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F03%2F23%2Ffor-some-property-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow%2FdMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=For+some%2C+unshoveled+sidewalk+fines+piled+up+this+winter
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F03%2F23%2Ffor-some-property-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow%2FdMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=For+some%2C+unshoveled+sidewalk+fines+piled+up+this+winter
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=For+some%2C+unshoveled+sidewalk+fines+piled+up+this+winter&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F03%2F23%2Ffor-some-property-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow%2FdMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=For+some%2C+unshoveled+sidewalk+fines+piled+up+this+winter&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F03%2F23%2Ffor-some-property-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow%2FdMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F03%2F23%2Ffor-some-property-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow%2FdMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F03%2F23%2Ffor-some-property-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow%2FdMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F03%2F23%2Ffor-some-property-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow%2FdMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=For+some%2C+unshoveled+sidewalk+fines+piled+up+this+winter&summary=More+tickets+were+issued+to+shoveling+scofflaws+this+year+than+in+at+least+any+of+the+past+nine+years.+
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F03%2F23%2Ffor-some-property-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow%2FdMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=For+some%2C+unshoveled+sidewalk+fines+piled+up+this+winter&summary=More+tickets+were+issued+to+shoveling+scofflaws+this+year+than+in+at+least+any+of+the+past+nine+years.+


For some property owners this winter, unshoveled sidewalk fines piled up as quickly as the snow - Metro - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...roperty-owners-this-winter-unshoveled-sidewalk-fines-piled-quickly-snow/dMLLKud4SWXHOCfGssofuO/story.html[5/23/2015 8:21:08 PM]

MY ACCOUNT

LOGOUT

MANAGE MY ACCOUNT

DOWNLOAD CUSTOMER SERVICE APP

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

YOUR AD CHOICES

WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

SUBSCRIBE BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS EPAPER EDITION NEWS IN EDUCATION

Learn more

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

© 2015 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

Most Commented Most Shared

Marco Flores: The boy who burned inside

Patriots come with baggage for fans

Robert Kraft chose legacy over Patriots

Why we’re healthier in the summer, sicker in the winter

Medical marijuana patient files discrimination complaint ov…

Parents of transgender children on acceptance, support, an…

Is switch-hitting a lost art?

Moving up and out of poverty

New trailer for ‘Black Mass’ is released

Boston commuters love to walk to work

http://www.bostonglobe.com/logout
https://services.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/MyAccount.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
https://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/2/1?eglobe_rc=WW111927&globe_rc=WW111945
http://www.bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/22/marco/0ebQvXWICNQ82yE742oLFL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/patriots-come-with-baggage-for-fans/GxOvt0m9J4i2NkkEnIpf9O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/patriots-come-with-baggage-for-fans/GxOvt0m9J4i2NkkEnIpf9O/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/robert-kraft-chose-legacy-over-team/QQ5SxFRYsdsAzd3h8ne43K/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/robert-kraft-chose-legacy-over-team/QQ5SxFRYsdsAzd3h8ne43K/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/health-wellness/2015/05/21/why-healthier-summer-sicker-winter/6RPwO6RuhbXStyv4MNHE6M/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/health-wellness/2015/05/21/why-healthier-summer-sicker-winter/6RPwO6RuhbXStyv4MNHE6M/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/22/medical-marijuana-patient-files-discrimination-complaint-over-firing/iptEJe2A0TITWuoJggQgZL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/22/medical-marijuana-patient-files-discrimination-complaint-over-firing/iptEJe2A0TITWuoJggQgZL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2015/05/25/parents-transgender-children-acceptance-support-and-new-beginnings/EQGZ0SPU7U9rAkujCKCiLL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2015/05/25/parents-transgender-children-acceptance-support-and-new-beginnings/EQGZ0SPU7U9rAkujCKCiLL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/switch-hitting-lost-art/KlREDV1IVb1A86Gvkehj7I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/23/switch-hitting-lost-art/KlREDV1IVb1A86Gvkehj7I/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2015/05/23/moving-and-out-poverty/04QiyxUKcLWhP9dgEyMWyH/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2015/05/23/moving-and-out-poverty/04QiyxUKcLWhP9dgEyMWyH/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/movies/2015/05/23/new-trailer-for-black-mass-released/QuU0JWhkyNdzVzvd75toZJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/movies/2015/05/23/new-trailer-for-black-mass-released/QuU0JWhkyNdzVzvd75toZJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/22/boston-commuters-love-walk-work/aXMxiG1kgr6TZ5pxRrGH0N/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/22/boston-commuters-love-walk-work/aXMxiG1kgr6TZ5pxRrGH0N/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed

	bostonglobe.com
	For some property owners this winter, unshoveled sidewalk fines piled up as quickly as the snow - Metro - The Boston Globe


	NmR3Nzb2Z1Ty9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	search: 
	input3: 


	NmR3Nzb2Z1Ty9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form25: 
	username: 
	input1: 




